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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”™
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.

CHARLES A SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher
Member of The Associated Press s

The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all
news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

- 'The Sunday New York Times has come along
reviewing its test of the knowledge (or igno-
rance) of American college students in Ameri-
can history, which doubtless is what prompted
Senator Guffey of Pennsylvania to call for cor-
rective action. The evidence of widespread ig-
norance of our country’s history is indeed ap-

palling. Here were some of the scores:

Onlysixperoentotthe?.ooommummed
correctly the 13 original colonies. Only 12 per
cent could name two contributions of Andrew

Jackson to the country’s development. While .

71 per cent identified John D. Rockefeller cor-
rectly as an oil magnate only nine per cent
could identify Charles W. Eliot and Henry Ward
Beecher. Only 15 per cent gave the right name
for the president of the United States during
the Spanish-American war; and 30 per cent did
not know that Woodrow Wilson was president
during the first world war. b

" To some students Lincoln was famous
cause he “emaciated the slaves;” some said he
was the first president of the United States.
Thomas Jefferson was variously described as
president of the Confederacy, founder of the
Saturday Evening Post, a Salvation Army
Worker, and originator of the Monroe doctrine.

The bill of rights came in for some hard
knocks. “Freedom from want” and “freedom
from fear” were listed as included in the bill
of rights. Among other freedoms listed were:
freedom of choosing own recreation, freedom
from no jobs, freedom of politics. Among the
rights the students thought citizens enjoy were:
right for no prohibition, “wright of assylum"”,
right to “bare” arms, right to no slaves; while
one student said the bill of rights gave the white
people in the south “the right to lynch negroes.”

Geography took a whipping too. St. Louis
was variously located,—on the Pacific ocean,
Lake Huron, Lake Erie, the Atlantic ocean,
Ohio river, St. Lawrence river. Portland Ore-
gon was located on the Atlantic ocean, Talla-
hassee river, Tennessee river, Lake Ontario.

But in the case of Portland the quizzer him-
self gets caught. The correct answer set down
by the Times for the question: “On what prin-
cipal body of water is Portland, Ore. located”
is “Columbia river.” That's one for the book.
Portland is located on the Willamette river; its
boundaries do not reach to the Columbia.

This ignorance of American history and ge-
ography parallels that revealed in mathematics
when high school students took tests at colleges
last fall. They were caught short when they
tried to qualify for sorfie of the army and navy
courses in officers’ training. The showing was
pathetic.

What is the “correct answer” to this revela-
tion? Dorothy Thompson says Teachers college
is as much to blame as any single institution,
because it turn out technicians, not teachers.
She criticises the text-book system. Funda-
mentally our schools go in for smattering of
knowledge about too many things; and there is
lack of discipline and thoroughness in instruec-
tion.

But there is another “correct answer”: no
brain can carry all the facts and have them in
hand for immediate reference, Only a few can
qualify for “Information Please” and “Quiz
Kids”. While facts are valuable tools both in
mathematics, geography and history, the true
educational process consists in enabling youth
to acquire and then use these tools in thinking,
in reasoning, in planning and doing. Then we
are attempting mass education with brain ma-
terial much of which is to shallow to absorb
any large percentage of what it is exposed to in
schools. :
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‘Brown Leaves Burning’

Today the Salem Woman's club will honor
at is afternoon meeting one of its loyal mem-
bers, a former president of the club, Mrs. W. F.
Fargo. The tribute is richly merited, and it is
hoped that Mrs. Fargo, whose health has not
been of the best, may be able to attend and en-
joy the occasion to the full.

What prompts the recognition of Mrs. Fargo
this afternoon is the recent publication of a
book of her poems, “Brown Leaves Burning”.

has been a real inspiration to its members for
the original work she has read at club meetings.

“Brown Leaves Burning” carries the scent
of autumn, and many of the poems seem pitched
fn a minor key. But others sing of different sea-

on the literary seas.
larger vessels like
logs as well as the flotsam and jetsam of the

printing age. How far this little book of
Fargo's will float we cannot it

The Oregon Wine council which fought the
Burke bill to put sale of fortified wines back
in the state stores announces a referendum on
this measure, which if the necessary signatures
would be secured, would hold up the bill for
two years until the people could vote on it.
That would mean two years of fine profits for
the fortified wine interests. We are posifive
that on the simple issue of the Burke bill the
people will vote to put the sale of fortified wine
back in state stores.

Apparently as an offset to this threatened
referendum the Anti-Liquor league proposed
an initiative to prohibit altogether the sale of
fortified wine. Such an initiative might prove
a mistake, because in the confusion of two bills
on fortified wine the public might be admon-
ished to vote “no” which would result in killing
the Burke bill. Far better, in our opinion, to
fight it out on the single front than to split ef-
forts, urging a “yes” vote on one bill and a

~ no” vote on the other.

Both proposals should be dropped. The stir-
rings of prohibition zeal will increase with the
indication that the wine interests are not going
to accept the legislative decision. The Knox
plan was aimed at control of the liquor traffic;
and the liquor interests ought to be the first to
support rigid state control, which in the case
of fortified wine is clearly needed.

Leaving “pay-as-you-go” to the congressional
debaters, folks do well to stick by “pay-as-you-
owe” with their ordinary accounts.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

Guction 1o whole e 1n part Sty SeehieEy T

WASHINGTON, April 9—Mr. Roosevelt has won
his greatest victory over the farm bloc—but at a
price that was not officially posted.

He succeeded in turning back the Bankhead bill,

______ delaying the Pace bill, and
quieting the rampant farm lob-
byists, but the senate allowed
him to do it in such a way that
if he weakens in his fight
against inflation on other fronts
(the John L. Lewis miner-wage
front, particularly) these bills
can all be called back and pass-
ed over his veto.

His men did not like this idea

of hiding the Bankhead bill in-
definitely as a Damoclean
sword in the senate agriculture
committee. Democratic floor
leader Barkley worked ardent-
ly against the motion to send the bill back to the
committee. He wanted a straight-out vote on
whether or not the bill should pass by a two-thirds
majority over the veto.
. But the polls showed in advance of the vote that
Barkley could not get his way, or rather the pres-
ident's preferred way, because it may be confidently
assumed he was acting for the White House. Na-
turally, the president would like to feel entirely
free of this Bankhead threat, {0 deal on other anti-
inflationary fronts without the threat of future
farm trouble.

The farm bloc found out early that it would lose.
Its poll showed it six votes short of the necessary
two-thirds vote {o pass the bill over the presiden-
tial veto under the most favorable circumstances
possible.

Meanwhile, democratic Senator Byrd, of Virgin-
ia, had assumed inner leadership for the course
which the senate ultimately followed. He first
started to work on the proposition of sending the
bill to the committee.

This drew away from the bloc such an inveterate
farm supporter as Bennett Clark of Missouri who
never before failed to support a farm measure.

The reasonableness of this attitude was clearly
stated by republican Senator Vandenberg. The
president, he argued, had sent a strong message
saying flatly he could not stop inflation if the
Bankhead bill were passed over his veto.

The president thus assumed the responsibility
for stopping inflation. If the senate passed the
measure, it would take such responsibility away.
Mr. Rooseveit, therefore, should be taken at
word, should be allowed to try.

The inference, which no one made plain,
that if the president fails in dealing with Lewis,
or by allowing the OPA to inch. prices up higher
and higher, the situation will be entirely differen
The senate then would be able to draw the
back from the commiitee and rally two-thirds ma-
ﬁt’ for it—or something stronger, even the
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Blistering telegrams, newspaper editorials, and
telephone calls from back home have made
house rather sick at heart—and sore in other pla
its own action in shunting the Ruml
and all pay-as-you-go tax legislation back into the

:

No one seems satisfied, lmtdnuﬂnm-
men invv_uivad. Some republican legislators are
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‘Darkest Africa’

Today’s Radio Programs

ESLM—SATURDA: —1300 Eeo.
T00—News In Brief
7#85—Rise ‘n' Shine,

T 3M—Newn.

'l:.-—ﬂl'ﬂ Moods.
8:00—Eaton

=' Brevities,
9:00—FPastor’s Call.

|
10:00—World in Review.

5:45—V "

6:00—Tonight's Headlines.
6:15—War News Commentary.
3 Review

7-30—Willamette Vi Opintons.
T7:530—Five Novel
8:00—News.

B:15—Teddy Powell's Oschestra.

10:30—News.
10:45—Roll up the Rug.

EALE—MBS—SATURDAY—1330 Kc.
T:00—Around the Clock.
7:15—Texas Rangers.

7 :30— Timekeeper.
8:00—Haven of Rest

8-30—News.

8:45—0id

9:00—Buyes's

9:15—The Woman's Side of the News
9:30—Wartime Women.

Again.

l;u—m Orchestra.
::u—uw. - Commentator
lm America.

7:00—John Gunther.

; 15—Music.

B

e |

. Next day’s pregrams appear om

2:00—Doctors at War. -
2:30—Visi Nurse of the Alr.
2:45—News by Alex Drier.

3: Musical Mosaics.

or =
8:00—Truth or Consequences.
8:30—Abile's Irish Rose.

10-15—Pasadens Auditorium Orch.
10:30—St. Francis Hotel Orchestra.
10:55—News.

11:00—Hotel Biltmore Orchestra.

EOAC—SATURDAY—550 EKe,
00—News

:15—Homemaker's
11:00—Music of the Masters.

11:30—Co-ed Hal! Hour.

12:00—News.

12:15—Noon Farm Hour.
1:15—Today's War Commentary.
20— Variety Time,

:00—Books
15— Modern

|

Mood.

2:3—Memory Book of Musie.
:m

:1S—<Romance.

3:30—Concert Hall

4:00—'

15 —The Band Stand.
‘o

4:30—Storles for

end Girls.

5:00—The Mood is
§:15—0n the Campuses.
esSpers.

s Vi
l%’. War,
15—News.

§:30—Evening FParm Hour.

7:30—Music.
9:30—News
8:46—Excursions in Science.
9:00—Music.
9:45—Treasury Star Parade.

*

KSLM—SUNDAY—I3 Ke.

05—Spintual

20—Organ, Viclin Trie.
9:30—Popular 2
10:00—-World in Review,
10:15—Moonbeam Trio.

4:15—Modern Trio
4:30—Alex Russiah Orch,
5 Fashioned Revival Hour.
§:00— Tonight's

8:15— Anita

Interpreting
The War News

By GLENN BABB

AP War Analyist for The Statesman
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While the world’s attention is

is rolling up over the Mediter-
ranean against the southern bul-
warks of Hitler's Europe another
tempest which may prove equal-
ly destructive to the nazi fortress
is gathering in the north.
Hitler must prepare for the
defense of the northwestern
shores of his dark continent,
which have proved of immense
value in his strategic plan, amid
increasing turmoil and hostility.
three
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“No regrets, dear?”

“Absolutely none!”

“Not even if that horse Erin
Go Bragh should win a race?”

“Pooh. I'd just laugh.” 3

“His girl friend queered it at
the last minute—"

“At the crucial instant,” the
Majuh corrected.

“She musta been the cause of
his sellin’ his horses in the first
place,” Seaman Linn went on,
gloomily. She don’t like horses.”

Seaman Linn shook his head.
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really an’
Bragh's twin brother. They
don’t only look alike. They was
borned together. They's identical
twins!”

Cousin Voice heaved to his

J

(To be comtinued

Todays Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN
Mrs. E. R. K.—The little flow-
you sent me is taken from a
Virburnum carlgii. This-is a vary
shrub, in fact, I am afraid
very partial to it
just coming into bloom

my garden, and its small
buds remind me of dainty

e appleblossoms. It is also
a fragrant shrub, although its
fragrance is not as overpowering

il

"as that of the daphme. The V.

Carlesii grows slowly but pro-
duces flowers from the begin-
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ve a well drain-
to prefer a
and yet not
‘sunny location is
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. G. writes that she
b turned over some sod
' asks if this i3 a good place
to plant peas.

Answer: It would be a better

11
E

'phee. all other things being

equal, to plant potatoes. Peas do
not seem to thrive too well in a

recently read some place (but
doesn't recall where, says she
may have heard it at a garden
meeting) - that cultivation of
crops Is “going out”. She wants
to know if hoeing should be dis-
continued.
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