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launchings o¢cur so frequently at yards
Willamette and Columbia rivers nowa-
that it takes something like the visit of the
nation’s first lady to make it an event calling
and photographic treatment, Yet
every ship is an individual, and every ship
a . There is something en-
spiriting to see what appears to be a lifeless
- though well-shaped hull of steel come fto
lite, slide swifily down the ways and then
float gracefully on the water, with flags and
pennants flying, the pride of workmen and the

hope of the whole nation. -

Longfellow’s “Launching of the Ship” is as
vital today as when it was written. These boals
that are framed in the ways still “seem to
feel the illi of life” along their keels as the

bonds are loosened -and the ships slide into the
water. But it is not enough 10 read this poem,
and not enough to read mewspaper descrip-
| = tions of launchings, or to hear the step-by-step
radio report. The real thrill comes in seeing
one, While the shipbuilding concerms now re-
strict the attendance, it is still possible for those
really interested, to get to see a launching, if
they are properly endorsed. .
The ceremonial attending the launching of
: ships is of ancient origin, going back some 4,000
years in recorded history. Probably there was
a religious significance to the first rites, with
the spilling of blood, offering of sacrifice and
the incantation of priests. As in the blessing of
the seedtime, it was deemed necessary to placate
the gods so the vessel would have good fortune

on the deep. [
According to the booklet “Ships” issued by
the shipbuilding industry Romans and Greeks
used water as the symbol of purification in the
priestly ritual of christening. During the middle
ages shrines were placed aboard ship and effi-
gies were carved on ship's figureheads. In the
days of Tudor kings of England the ceremonies
took place on the ship after it was launched, the
king taking a seat on the deck, where he was
given a goblet of red wine. He sipped the wine,
spoke the name of the ship, and wished it bon
volage. -Then he spilled the wine on the deck of
the ship, pointing out the four points of the

! compass and tossed the goblet overboard.

The present practice, as is well known, is to
dress a bottle of champagne in a mesh holding
Jacket, so the splintered glass will not fly, wrap
it in ribbons which hang up at the vessel's prow.
After the sponsor “bops” the bottle on the bow,
the remains of the botile are drawn up by the
ribbons and presented to the sponsor as a
souvenir,

Seamen  retain their superstitions, and one
is that only a woman should christen a new ship
—ill luck attends the vessel christened by a
male. On the other hand, no woman is allowed
on the vessel's “maiden” voyage—that would
mean bad luck too. All the superstitions must
be at work now, though, because in spite of
correct launchings many of the vessels run into
bad luck, principally submarines.

Oregon folk, long farm-minded, are learn-
ing more about ships and the sea. This educa-
tional process should continue. The ocean is the
great commercial highway of the world. Lo-
cated right on the Pacific, with several good
ports on its bays or tributary rivers, Oregon
should look to the sea for a large part of its
future wealth and power. Beyond the watery
horizons are lands with vast potential markets,

1 with valuable goods to offer in exchange. Our
s people must become world-minded in com-
- merce, and they must be world-minded po-
litically to succeed in world commerce.

Leave Them Laughing !

George Turrbull, who has been modelling
journalists at the staté university for a good
many years, offered a suggestion to a rally
] committee the other day, which merits being
£ passed on. According to the Emerald, Georgs
e suggested the appropriateness of a line from a
George Cohan play on the occasion of a student
rally honoring the boys of the university called
from reserve status into active service. This
was the line: “Always leave them laughing
when you say goodbye.”

That line fits for other leave-takings these
days. It's enough of a striiin at best, especially
on mothers, as prized sons shove off into war's
uncertainties., It's best done with a smile and
& cordial hand wave. The memory to cherish is
of the face lit up with a warm glow of atfection,
braced by the firm hope of the eventual home-
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. local residents. 10:38—Air-

Y Gleemen Sing

The Y Gleemen are a group of men who like
to sing. They have been singing together for
four years, and their concert Tuesday night
was greatly enjoyed by a good-sized crowd at
the high school auditorium, These men sing
together for their own enjoyment, but peint
their weekly practices to this ennual concert.
In spite of war and loss of some members the
organization carries on and is a worth-while
segment of Salem’s musical life.

Worthy of special mention are the director,
Edouard Hurlimann, and the mpanist.. Miss
Alice Crary Brown. Mr. Hurlimann has es-
tablished himself in Salem as a very capable
director of the symphony orchestra and the
Gleemen. Miss Brown is most generous of her
talents in local musical endeavors. Mrs. Jose-
phine Albert Spaulding, the evening soloist,
came over from Dallas as she does so often in
response to appeals from her old home town,
and as usual won a hearty reception. These
musicians, and we have many others here in
Salem, contyibute much to the cultural life of
the Willamette Valley.

=

The Coos Bay Times tells about shifting
around for safekeeping in Italy a piece of cloth
claimed to be part of the grave-clothes of Jesus,
and adds that, after some questioning of the
authenticity of the relic, science had been called
in which declared the garment “sacred.” How
could science decide whether a piece of linen
was sacred or secular?

‘Everything That Goes Up----."

Today’s Radio Programs

Y—1390 Ks.

Gandhi is said now to be planning a fast te
death. If the skinny geezer wants to commit
suicide, jymping off the roof of the fine palace 7

Next day’s programs appear on 8:30—News,

:00—Boake .
' 9:15—Woman's Side of the News

- 3 : 9:30—Buyer's
where he lives would be guicker. 00—Sextet from hunger. 1:15—Bal Tabarin Cafe Orchestra. 45—US Navy Band
S :Hm 1:30—War News Roundup. lgn—g'éu.
el 8:35—Tango Time 10:15—Stars of Today.
News Behind s KCW_NBC_THURSDAT—0 Ko, 1930 ang Tout
5 4:00—Dawn Patrol H
9 30—Marion County Farm Home 5-30—Rise and Shine. 11:15—Bill Hay Reads the Bible.
945 Dickaon's Melody Mustangs, e T e lees. D S Caait.
e ews 10:00—World in Review. e e By 13:25-On the Farm Front.
10:05—A Song and Dance. T 90_News, 12:30—News.
By PAUL MALLON 10:30— T:15—News. R ey Tele Fela.
iDistribution by King Features Syndicste, ine. Repro- “M With the Bible. 7:45—Sam Hayes. ;.ﬂ—-lluﬁc.
duction In whole or In part strictly prohibited.) 2 D e X 8:00—Stars of T 215 Texas Rangers
- :15—James Abbe, cwWE, by
WASHINGTON, April 7—Petroleum Poobah }3io—hews. ! 8-30—Music. S ee_Poits .
Ickes is being pressed, not only by motorist repre- 12:35 Willamette Valley Opinliona, !'m—“_mn"uowmh. 3:15—-W omen.
sentatives, but by other government departments, b a‘:i‘dm.. ey 9:15—A: tator. S e
to liberalize the gas rationing program. 1:30—Milady’s ';"—‘_‘_"‘n Madness, .ﬂl--l‘ultnn jr.
Even the office of price administration has made }:35—Melody Mart 10:00—School Program. 30— News. :
z £ 30—Homekee . ”
some representations within the  2:15—US Army. - ==:u—nr. oo Calendar lmH—!au Learn to Dance
government suggesting greater 330~ RIMAIVaT Sned Fosen. s of fhe Weid. 530 Nesbitt Commentary
allowances. Now a7 A-card 4 00—Langworth String Orchestra. “JHM omen. Sm Sam.
4:15—News. - Light. L Heatter,
driver can get only 90 miles a 430 Teatime Tunes. 11: mns of All Churches. §:15—Movie Parade
+ : 12:00—S of Mary lin, :
month at a maximum, or 43 to §5:00—Galli Rini, Accordion. 1215 Ma gﬂ—annu Rodeheaver,
: . : . v =
50 miles if he has a heavy fuel 338 FSie NEmECEr, o 1230—Pepper Young's Family. 7:90—Raymond Clapper.”
consuming car. This is hardly ::15—-an' 100 :m Theatre.
enough to keep a machine in .":“ ‘Pon'-.:hr le B e 5 9:15—Gift of the Orient.
good condition. 7:00—News in Brief . ,;"“ Young Widder Brows 930—General
The question of whether 330 TUICUCHS Joo e A Thas A Gisl Mntien. 10:00—Henry King Orchestra.
there is enough gasoline at  8:00—War Fronts in Review. ,’j.__,“ l,l:':"m",f" 10:15—Treasury Star Parade.
hand along the eastern sea- J$35Troubadour Del Courtney. 245—Front Page Farrell 108 Nows. o
board to warrant a greater  9:15—Music T s e 1190—Louis Armstreng Orchestra.
T ¥ value for the A-cards, or other }3:90—Lets Dance. 3: Vi 11:30—Sid Hoff
relaxation of the restriction » 3:45—Judy and Jane.
Pau Mallos 5 . 4:00—News. KOAC—THURSDAY. x
is not part of the current argu- Kom—Ncls—-mlg.bA!E-m Ke. 4:15—News of the World. 10 :00—N. =80 %
ment. The highest of authorities in OPA has taken  g§.75 Breakrast Buiietin >0 o $:15_Schools at War. It Secasmnsst Hous
the position that more gasoline should be furnish- 6:20—Texas Rangers. 5:45—By the Way 1 of .
. " 6:45—XKoin Klock. 6 -00—! Hall. :30—Music the Masters.
ed, indeed, should now be available, : 12:00—News.
g > e . T:15—News. 6:30—Bob Bummns. 12:15—Farm Hour
The tank cars which were hauling fuel oil during 7:30—Dick Joy, News, 7:00—Moore and Durante, . ’ y
i ; 7:45—Nelson le 7:30—March of 1:00—Artist’s Recital,
the winter months should now be available for a 1:15—-War Commentary.
v : E 8:00—Consumer News. 8:00—Fred Waring in Pleasure Time 1: v
gasoline. Also, one of the new pipe lines from §:15—Valiant Lady. fa 8:13—Night Editor. - H“""’G"""' L.
Texas to New Jersey is so near completion that gis awnt Jearg oo Loves. > Tr"“".m'n’ 2:30—Memory Book of Musie
the promise is made that it will be finished by :ﬂ—xlh Smith Speaks. 9:30—Ellery ::ﬂ_is—gmmd the Army
July. Its capacity is 300,000 barrels a day. ey Sieter. on 90—News ‘30—Concert Hall.
y 30— Romance Helen Tréni, 19:15—Your Home Town News W
A second pipe line through Seymour, Ind., to the  8:45—Our Gal Sunday, 10:25—Labor News. Pt AR i g BN
eastern field is promised by next January to allevi- 1038 tr Poine® Dorutiful e S e, Boys and Girls,
ate the fuel oil demand next winter by adding 1030—Vic and Sade. 1195 Hotel Bittmers Orchestra I I G i,
235,000 more barrels a day. The position of the oil 19:33—The 1:30—War News Roundu 5:30—Evening Vesper Service.
h 11:00—Y Dr. one. 2:00—2 a. m.—Swing
industry also seems to be undergoing a change ll:ll-—-‘l'urcl-:oJ el ‘mm: %h."_
trending more toward the OPA position than that 1} g Newco'® tnd Learn. KALE—MBS—THURSDAY—1330 Ke.  §:15—News.
e Sam, 6:30—Farm Hour

of the petroleum administrator. 12:15—Bob Andersen, News.
Thus, Mr. Ickes is gradually being surrounded
with opposition pressure. A show down Is in pros-

6:45—Uncle
2 T:00—Around the Clock.
lor's Children. ;ﬂ"——m 8:
8

Sam.
: 1:30—American of th 00—Haven of Rest 9:30—News.
pect. Relaxation is at least possible for the first 3 au—m e A
time. 2:30—This is Mine,
— — g
This administration has always stoutly maintain-  3:30—Studio. Interpreting
ed—and with some display of righteous indigna-  J3:33—News.

400—Y Thursday Da
tion—that the public works programs were non- 4:15—3:;2 Hayes. -
political in character . . . No one but a republican :

would say otherwise . . . and, furthermore, you

The War News

people who did not believe it, have never been » News.
able to prove otherwise. _ E"‘""" By GLENN BABB
Well, a legal authority, prowling back into a. §3o—Malor & . Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman
specific case, came upon the following peculiar set Etﬁ‘o" - .
of circumstances: 7:45—Frazier Hunt Montgomery’s pew victory ov- reach Sardinia from Bizerte they

The federal works administration issued orders,
approved by the administrator May 1, 1942, re-
quiring that a specific paragraph be inserted in
the general conditions governing costs-plus-a-fixed-
fee contracts. The paragraph read:

“(A) Preference in the employment of laborers
and mechanics at the site shall be given to qualified

would have 120 miles of water

“(B) There shall be no discrimination by reason
of race, creed, color, national origin, OR POLITI- 11355—News.

CAL AFFILIATIONS in the employment of per- id allied flotilla, small ships gathered
sons qualified by training and experience for work mmm“ : from all the nearby British
in the development of defense housing or defense s history’s most successful COasts, that carried the BEF
- public works at the site of the project.” evacuation by sea from a lost home. Evidently an effort to

msmwmmﬁmm battlefield, as well as an heroic match this is in train, for there
motif, Apymh!diherxlhthwurkm adventure. A major objective are reporis of shipping concen-
+ of his voting peculiarities. Unfortunately, it did not of the allied command surely is trations in Sicilian, Sardinian

possibility that the Italian navy
brosching the mesmure of the may be called on for o finih
British success. fight, probably is ex-
Doubtless it hopes to present .““'““m" for. s
s to the world the spectacle of & ~ryy tor the German and Ial-
This change negatively re-established the only great axis army Brought to the ..., oir forces in the Mediter-
discrimination to be used on federal works projects. same desperate sfraits as con- .. pove given mo proof of
On its face, it seemed 1o say that relief is available tronted the British when they o . Jyiity 1o provide an um-
for all—except republicans. reached the English chaonel at o " 0 o0 6o RAF raised
Dunkergue, the climax of the over Dunkerque, although it is
great allied disaster in western .. ooy are conserving much.
Europe, but with no such “mir- of their strength for just this

acle of deliverance.” - climactic test.
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“No, Bert, don’t hit it again!™
“Eh?" .
“Game's over. Love setl
“Oh, I am sorry. Played wret-

chedly.”

.« « « Ha ha ha! How silly to
keep thinking about that dog,
Erin Go Bragh. Nothing to It
absolutely nothing. Those fellows
had made a bad buy and merely
wanted to trick him. Soutbhern
sense of honor . . .ha! Not when

:

“Bert! You look guilty! It isn't
horses?"

“Horses? Nonsense! Ha ha ha!
See you soon!”

Miss Templeton looked after
him worriedly. But she did net
arouse to absolute suspicion un-
til, passing the botel desk, the
clerk handed her a telephone
message.

“For Mr. Sedgwick.”

“Oh, yes . . . thank you.”

The slip of paper was not

folded and the words of the mes-

sage seemed to wriggle like a
snake. She read them: “Mr, Linn
called, | Says Mr. Sedgwick can
see them at the Del Mar hotel

her eyes smoldered dangerdusly.

Thus, it should be noted that
The Enemy was not acting in
good judgment, that his morale *
was not of the best and that this
Main Support, the Home Fleet,
as it were, was apt to start off on
a dangerous tangent. But lest any
students get the idea that Linn &

easily, | the historian would be
bound to refer to what is known,
in naval parlance, as The Im-
pmdupblu. -

These Imponderables were
named Millicent and Georgine.
And, at the very moment Bert
Sedgwick was setting out for his
interview with the Virginians,
the two young ladies, M. & G.,
were in conference with one

interest in Sea-
man and Fireman Dunne-
van.

Mntﬁpuﬂooh-th
Padre Drive-In on *B“ street
receiving

Bart saw a small, alert

“The name is Linn, Benjamin
Linn, suh! An’ this is mah frined
an’ colleagew Mistuh Dunnevan.”

“Yerse, suh!” !

Bert Sedgwick shook bands
gravely. Years on the turf had
taught him never to be surprised.

“Still want to sell Erin Go
Bragh, eh?”

“Yes, suh, Mistah Sedgwick.
But only on account we hate to
see y'all beat out’'n a good horse
through false pretensions, so on
an’ so forth.”

“Especially so forth.™

This had all the earmarks of a
dirty erack and Mistuh Linn's
manner was pleasantly brisk.

“We-all is men of few words,
Mistuh Sedgwick,” he said.
“You're the best judge as to
whether I an’ Tim—Mistuh Dun-
nevan-—is actin’ for the best in-
terests of all concerned. I pre-
sume that if Erin Go Bragh is
in sound condition like we say

- you might be in-ter-ested in

buyin’ him back?”

Ilmiﬂ’t‘"

“Okay. Hey, rummy—uh, Ma-
juh!™

“Yes, suh?”
“Excort, Mistuh Sedgwic around
back an’' let him make a thor-
ough examination of Erin Go
Bragh.”

“Willingly, suh!™

Bert grinned.

“How did you leave things in
Richmond? Or was anything




