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Leaders Talk

+  Legislation and Price
Allocation Stressed

.. In Final Discussion

- WEST SALEM, March 31 —In
the second day end clesing ses-
sions of the annual leaders’ edu-
cational conference of the Oregon
Farmer Union, held in the West
: Salem American Legion hall Wed-
_mesday, discussion centered
_around legislation and consumer-
producer price allocation. Presid-
ing was State President Ammon
' Grice of Polk county.

'+ Directing talk om  -legislation
- were Wendell Barnett of Gervais
and L. H. McBee of Dallas. They
were followed by an AAA round-
table discussion headed by John
‘Shepherd of Linn county. Mrs.
Alma Knower and Mrs. Hall lead
a junior leadership panel discus-
sion.

Ronald Jones of Brooks, speak-

ing of the National Farmer Union |
. « it stresses the |

program, said, “
necessity of fully supporting na-
tional food production, increasing
that production by letting farm-
ers have credit facilities, machin-
ery, supplies 50 that they are en-
abled to use their family labor
to the best advantage.”

In his address, McBee, pauti

state president, stressed that “It
is alarming to see the increasing
tendencies of legislative sessions
to pass laws that take away the
rights and functions of our ele-
mentary school systemn and other
local governing agencies.”

Both sessions were closed with
dinners served at the American
Legion hall by the local Legion
suxiliary.

NW Rollecall
Of 5 Million
By 1970 Seen

PORTLAND, Ore., March 31—
(#)-Population of the Pacific
northwest will reach at least 5,-
000,000 by 1970, the national re-
sources planning board predicted
Wednesday in a survey of the

“industrial revolution” which has i

transformed the region’s econ-
omy.

The report, while forecasting a
bright economic future for the
area, warned of a-eritical period
of readjustment during the years
fmmediately following the war.

Strenuous efforts should be
made by the northwest to retain
as much shipbuilding capacity as
may be feasible, the board said.
Shipbuilding has surpassed the
forest industries as the number
one employment-giver, it report-
¢d, with a probable peak of 190,-
000 workers this year as com-
pared with 1,800 in 1939,

Importance to the region of the
mew shipbuilding,

invasion of the continent frém
Both here and in London of-
ficials emphasize that Italian
troops in Tunisia are again being
sacrificed to save German hides,
as they were in Egypt. The of-
ficials obviously hope 'that their
words will percolate through to
the Italian public,

Prime Minister Churchill gave
such a twist to his announcement
to parliament of the oecupation
of Gabes by British Eighth army
‘troops following collapse of the
‘Mareth line defenses. He said it
‘was too early to say how many
Italians had been left to hold the
bag in Tunisia as’ at El Alamein
while their nazi masters escaped.

In Washingten Director Elmer
| Davis of the office of war infor-
mation capped that Wednesday.
 Speaking of Rommel's retreat
out of the Mareth trap, leaving
i sacrificial Ttalian rear guards to
{ heip his get-away, Davis said:
“He (Rommel) again has
thrown the baby out of the sleigh
{80 that the rest can escape—the
' baby in all cases being the Ital-
| lm-“

The reference is to the once
| widely copied picture of a winter
| scene in Siberia where a child in
{arms was being thrown to a fol-
| lowing wolf pack to permit es-
'cape of the adult passengers in
| the sleigh. It js a caustic comment
on what happened after the Brit-
ish broke through the El Alamein
line in Egypt and started the 1500-
mile pursuit of Rommel. Two di-
visions or more of Italian troops,
abandoned by their German “com-
| rades,” fell imto British hands
Ithen. There is every evidence in
| reports from Tunisia, as Rommel

WASHINGTON, March 31+{#)-Hope appears to be
in United Nations circles that axis reverses in Tunisia
Italian nerves, perhaps to the breaking point, as the

A :
To Allow Escape by Germans

rising
will fray
hour for
Africa draws nearer.

Bean Requests'
PGE to Cut
Power Rates

A (Continued from Page 1) A

the old rates could be reinstated
in event the company was denied
ample Bonneville power at whole-
sale rates or its costs were in-
creased by wartime factors. The
commissioner refused to permit
establishment of what he termed
a dual structure, beyond his direct
control.

As a result the commissioner
asks that the Salem and similar
“discriminatory” rates be remov-
ed.

Bean said that after the com-
pany reduced the Salem rates, it
announced that further reductions
would be made throughout the
company’s entire system as soon
as certain studies were completed.

“The rate reductions have
been made,” Bean said, “although
the studies have been completed.

“The law of the stale pro-
vides that cusiomers of the com-
pany are entitled to recelve rate
benefils when net earnings of
the company exceed 5 reasom-
able rate of returm om the in-
vestmeni. My duly is ie reguire
the company te pass along the
benefils to its customers,

“That is the sole purpose of
filing the complaint. Where the
company obtains its power to sup-
ply its customers is entirely the
business of the company. It is the

again seeks escape northward, that
the bulk of 8000 or more axis |
troops captured by the British and
Americans are Italians.

Director Davis had other re-

business of the public utilities
commissioner to see that utility
rates do not become oppressive or
unfair. At the same time, we so0
regulate rates that the utility may

marks to make about the Tunisian
battle scene to point up his jibe.
He told a press conference, under |
questioning, that it was his “per- |
sonal opinion” as a layman that |
axis forces could be exterminated |
or “meutralized” in Tunisia in time |
to permit an invasion of conti-
nental Europe this year. Military
men would be better able to judge
as to that, he added, “if they
will tell you.”

| that frontal assaults wounld have
invelyed. That struck him as

i feature of the victory.
|  Yet Rommel, at whatever sacri-

aircraft and fice of Italian contingents, made |

enjoy a fair and reasonable net
return.”

Bombers Meet
‘Many Fighters

AT A US BOMBER STATION
IN ENGLAND, March 31(#
Flying Fortresses and a strong
| force of enemy fighters fought a
Irierme sky battle 20,000 feet over
| the English channel Wednesday
| and then the bombers streaked on
| through heavy clouds to unload
explosives and incendiaries on the
harbor and Schidam suburb of
Rotterdam.
| It was the first attack on Schi-
| dam by the Americans, who twice
| before have raided Rotterdam.

l'I'his attack was the ninth in a|

busy month for heavy American
bombers.

metallurgical industries, which | 8°0d his escape through the | Returning fliers reported many

are expected to furnish peak em-
ployment to a quarter of a mil-
lion workers, was stressed. Pre-
viously the regional economy had
been based almost exclusively on
resource exploitation, with suc-
cessive depletion of minerals, fish,
egriculture and forests, it was
pointed out.

About $3,000,000000 in war

| Gabes gap under cover of a dust
| storm, Davis pointed out, saving
| the bulk of his forces and equip-
,ment from entrapment. It might
|take “quite a while longer,” he
| added, to complete the allied task
inTunisia, although nazi chances
of salvaging by sea any part of
the armies there are “consider-
ably lower than those of the Brit-

contracts were allocated to the | ish at Dunkerque.”

region in the two years up to last
~sune, 50 per cent more than the
national average on a per capita
basis, the report disclosed. This
expansion atiracted more than
200,000 persons to the area. ,

End of Curtailing
Of Civilian Goods
Hoped by Nelson

CHICAGO, March 3 L.~

BERN, Switzerland, March 31 | Chairman Donald Nelson of the
(#— The Prague newspaper Neue | War production board Wednesday
Tag reports that 10 Czechs were | Dight stated “It is desirable that

!
i

on March 26 on charges | We do not curtail civilian pro-

of being public enemies by seek- | duction much further,” but he

sell protection

out stealing,

ing spolled meat, hoarding eggs,

selling rubber over-

against | Cautioned against undue opti-
osing of businesses under the to- | Mism because “in these uncer-
mobilization order, by black- | fain times there is no telling how
biding firearms, sell- | heavily the hand of war may yet |

fall upon us.” -

He reported management and
Iabor had lifted the United States
fo a “height of potential military
power such as the world has nev-

before seen,” and had per-
the task in democratic

men who recently were compet-
itors .now were exchanging pat-
ents and materials

“The WPB chief said output fig-
ures were big and wpuld be big-
ger, and that war production in

| explosions and fires on the dock
|area and on some of the large
| number of ships they observed
|in the harbor.

'US Military Body
'Arrives in Guiana

RIO DE JANEIRO, March (P
Military missions representing the
United States and Brazil have ar-
rived at Cayenne, French Guiana,
where a government appointed by
Gen. Henri Honore Giraud is ad-
ministering the colony’s affairs in
behalf of the allies, diplomatic
sources disclosed Wednesday night.

The Giraud administration thus
apparently has the approval of
both the United States and Brazil.

Plane Crash Kills
73 5 Parachute

FLEMINGTON, NJ, April 1-{)
State police announced early
Thursday that seven persons were
killed and five parachuted to safe-
ty when a navy transport plane
| crashed into a cornfield Wednes-
{dny night at Copper Hill near here
| and burst into flanles,

State police listed survivors as
Ensign Ardis Durham, 21, Hous-
{ ton, Tex.; Lt. Kenneth Cotton, 27,
| San Marino, Calif., co-pilot; avia-
{ tion machinist mate first class
| Roman Sompolski, 24, Chicago:
and aviation machinist mate third
class Bernard LaPrairie, 32. De-
troit, and Roland Holmes, 23,
| Clemons, Ia.

WALLA WALLA March 31—
LA bomberfbaud at Walla Walls
army air field has been mi

24 hours, Lt. Thomas K.umy,
public relations officer, announced
Wednesday afternoon, but wheth-
er it was the plane which was

absentee tions,"”
jome “isolated but -ugly instances
of misconduct

not | -

w i

Santiam '-Riverr
To Reach 16
Feet, Jefferson

C (Continued from Page 1) C

afier locking over the Engle-
wood flood contrel problem. '
Tile laid as for surface drain-

age forms the sewer main line
connecting at least one out-of-city
subdivision with city sewers, Al-
derman Tom Armstrong said,
pointing out that sanitary sewers
of Salem cannot begin to carry
off all the surface water from
nearby fields.

Within Salem, too, roof gutters
are sometfimes drained into sewers
and storm sewers from basements
flow off into the sanitary sewer
system, Armstrong said. The storm
sewers of the city are, largely,
capable of carryifng off surface
water, he declared, and the back-
water from the other sewer sys-
tem pumped Wednesday from
basements was the surface varie-
ty, indicating that rains and not
the number of residences using the
system might be blamed for floods.

In some northeast residential
basements water was measured
by the foot Wednesday for the
ninth time this winter,

. While City Engineer J. H.
Davis and his crew operated
pumps at four sectors, mere than

39 calls remained ahead of them

late in the afternoon from ai-

mosi all areas of Salem, with
trouble predominant in the
northeast cermer of the city.

Water was dropping early Wed-
nesday night in the basement of
the Deaconess hospital, where one
of the heaviest losses of the city
was sustained in January high
water. South Mill creek was creep-
ing over its banks in Pringle park,
near its confluence with Pringle
creek.

Only bridge damage reported in
the city occurred at the north ap-
proach to the Bellevue-Capitol
street span early Wednesday
morning as T. L. Hicks, route one,
drove his milk truck onto its paved
planking only to have a portion of
it sink beneath the wheels of his
vehicle.

City police believed a hole in
the plate glass window at offices
of Salem City Transfer & Storage
in the 300 block on North Liberty
street had been caused by the
Tuesday night storm.

SILYERTON — Rising to
within 11 inches of its highest
stage during the winter of
1942-43, Sliver creek continmed
to gain Tuesday night, threat-
ening to overflow again. It had
jumped from 3 feet at 7:30 a.
m. Tuesday to 5 feet late in the
afternoon.

Roads leading to Silverton still
were open but were threatened as
the water continued to rise. The
| Abiqua was over the road, al-
thowgh traffic stil could get
through. Roads accessible to Sil-
verion were those through the
Evergreen district, Garden road
and the Mt. Angel highway, all
out of the way. The main thor-
oughfare from Salem to Silverton
was flooded over and closed. The
bridge over the Pudding river at
Brush creek has been closed for
some weeks for repairs.

Farmers report some crops
have been washed out and that
continued bad weather may prove
serious, although little damage has
occurred so far,

Dairymen Coming
For Dayton Camp

PORTLAND, March - 31.—(&)-
Three hundred more farm and
dairy workers and their families,
imported by the farm security ad-
ministration, were due here Wed-
nesday night.

A group of 142 from Mississippi
are slated for seasonal work on
farms and truck gardens in the
Columbia slough area. Most of the
others.from Oklahoma, are sched-
uled for year-around labor with
Portland milk sghed dairies and
farms of the Willamette valley.
A few will go to the Deschutes
area. : '

All will be temporarily housed
at the FSA's farm labor camp at
Dayton. -

Madame Chiang

IH but Appears

LOS ANGELES, March 31.—{(®)
—Despite a cold and a “crick In
the neck,” Mme. Chiang Kai-
shek appeared Wednesday night
at the reception given in her hon-
or by the Chinese consul of this
eity, T. K. Chang.
Diminutive in a gown of black
crepe, covered with sequins, the
wife of the Chinese generalissimo
told the select gathering of the
Los Angeles 400 that because of
doctor’s orders she was unabld to
shake hands with them.

—IAPITOL

onithe early history of western
collection, donated by Wil-
Robertson Coe of New York,
“a wealth of new material

tol 1872.

#*This,” said James T. Babb, act-
in’ librarian, “is the most im-
partant collection ofhistorical goc-
uments on the far west and the
Oregon country now known to be
in! existence.”

Whitman and his wife and most
of ' the Waillatpu mission were
killed in one of the most notorious
massacres of the west.

The Walker - Whitman papers
constitute the prime, and in part
the sole, authority for the history
of ‘the development of the Oregon
country between 1834 and 1857,
from the origin of the missions to
the period of building and settle-
ment.

Original letters of John Jacob
Astor on his negotiations for the
establishment of a fur trading post
at \Astoria, and the chronicles of
Robert Stuart, a partner, who dis-
covered the south pass and the
Oregon Trail, tell the story of the
early days of the rich fur industry
built by Astor.

Food-Holding
Said Probed

WASHINGTON, March 31-(#)
Chiirman Truman (D-Mo) of the
senate war investigating commit-
tee, said Wednesday night com-
miftee investigators were check-
ing to determine whether the
army, navy and lend-lease admin-
istration held any excess guanti-
ties of food and other supplies.

Beyond saying that the irfvesti-
gators were “looking into, the
matter,” he did not elaborate.
There were no plans for immed-
iate public hearings and appar-
ently the investigation was simi-
lar to a number now under way
by: the committee.

Earlier, it was disclosed the
ariny this week returned to the
fo¢d administrator 12,000,000 cases
of . canned fruits and vegetables.
Ip! addition, the food administra-
tiq'n has 2,000,000 cans left over
from purchases for lend-lease,

Eden Says Allies
“Thinking Alike’

'WASHINGTON, March 31.-(#)
—~Anthony Eden, British foreign
secretary, found that “We think
alike on the problems that face
us” in his talks in Washington, he
told Secretary of State Cordell
Hull in a farewell message made
public Wednesday night.

{ Secretary Hull answered that

exchanges of views were “a
fery real contribution to the
cause we have in common.”

¢ During the day, Hull received
an separate visits to the state de-

t Maximum Litvinoff, the
govnt ambassador, and T. V,

; the Chinese foreign min-
ister. State department sources
said the purpose of the meetings
was a general exchange of infor-
mation.

Disabled Plane
Crashes House

{ PHOENIX, Ariz., March 31-
(#-Bursting into flames during
2 routine flight, a Luke field
fraining plane crashed into a
Glendale home northwest of here
ednesday and both were de-
by fire.
| Cadet Charles M. Travis, 23,
fon of Mrs. Marie M. Travis,
Stamford, Conn., bailed out, es-
caping with superticial burns, the
field public relations officer re-
|_port.ad.

Yale Has Original Document
or Much of Oregon History
| NEW HAVEN, Conn, March 31-(#)-Yale university's li-

brary Wednesday reported the acquisition of “one of the world's
satest collections of original manuuriph and documents
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Africa. He also was in charge of
the American troops which suf-
fered heavy losses last February
when driven from the Faid Pass
by Rommel.

History, English
In Navy Training

WASHINGTON, March 31.(®P
~History and English, “geared to
wartime needs,” will form part
of the navy's college training pro-
Eram opening early in April in
many colleges.

Curricula for the program, un-
der which 17 and 20-year-olds
will receive an education while
preparing themselves for service
in the navy, were announced
Wednesday. The students will de-
vote from 52 to 58 hours per week
to classes, laboratory work and
physical education.

Five hours a week will go to
history and English classes,

quoted | saying.

as

The bishops that nei-
ther free love nor marriage
could foster the “ eugenics of

Two Plhnh; Start
Synthetic Qubber

PITTSBURGH, m 31.-®P)

—Production of ru has started
in two of a number” of
the nation’s  syn rubber
plants which be operating
during this year, e Blaw-Knox
company which constructing
the mills, discl Wednesday
night,

The plants are ng made for

the United Statesi Rubber com-
pany al Inglitute,. WV, and the

Firestone Rubber com-
pany at Baion R La.

The institiite t will havea
capacity of 190, fons a year

when the final unjits are comple-
ted, or en to pnake 15,000,000
automobile tetick tires. The
Baton Rouge plants capacity will
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O alumni in this
woman’s page editor of the Mec-

were fo gaze into a crystal
should need few occult
to enable me to see young
Cynthia as a poised woman, con-
servative In thought, dashing as
to costume, laughing as to coun-

35 T2

Having so often guessed wrong
about football games, horse races
and college freshmen, I should
make my predictions cover a
wider field. She might become a

3

|

planes in the post-war world, but
my batting average will, no doubt
be bettered, If 1 suggest simply
that she will de something and

do it with spirit.
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