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‘What Hath God Wrought?’

It will be just a hundred years in May, 1944,
since Prof. Morse dispatched the famous mes-
sage over the “magnetic telegraph” from the
supreme court room in the national capitol to
Baltimore, where his associate, Alfred Vail,
was serving as operator. After nearly a cen-
tury of development, of refinement, of financial
promotion, political controversy, prosperity and
adversity the telegraph lines of the country are
headed for single ownership with the blessing
of the congress of the United States. In the
present session a bill, long pending, was passed
permitting Western Union and Postal companies
to combine, and plans are now being prepared
for submission to the Federal Communications
division, whose approval is required. After that
is obtained the actual consolidation will take
place.

The Western Union is the older company and
the stronger one financially. It was organized
in New York state in 1856 and proceeded to
merge existing small companies which then
connected various cities of the country. One of
its prime movers was Ezra Cornell, who, after
going broke in the panic of 1857, took the con-
tract for digging the trench for the cable line
of the government-financed first line from
Washington to Baltimore. The underground
cable system failed for lack of proper insulation
of the wires, and then the wires were strung
on poles with glass insulators as they remain
to this day. Cornell stayed with the venture
however, made millions, and founded Cornell
university at his home town of Ithaca, New
York. Considerable of the initial capital of the
company was raised around Rochester. One of
the early presidents was Hirma Sibley, also a
benefactor of Cornell university.

In the process of absorbing the segments to be
joined in a continental system Western Union
followed the usual pattern of corporate financ-
ing. Its capital was expanded from $369,700 in
1857 to $41,000,000 in 1867. The company made
money, paid good dividends, doubled its capital
stock by issuing stock dividends. But it ran into
competition itself. The Atlantic & Pacific Tele-
graph company was formed in 1865, made con-
nections via Buffalo from New York to Chicago,
thence over the Rock Island railroad lines to
Omaha and over the Union Pacific lines to the
Pacific coast. Jay Gould, daring Wall street
operator of the latter half of the 19th century,
picked up control, harried the Western Union
till a deal was made, and then organized still
another competitor, the American Union Tele-
graph which pressed Western Union so hard
that William H. Vanderbilt called for a truce.
The result was the customary corporate merger
with more watered stock issued to close the
deal.

Western Union had one other whirl with
corporate affiliation, this time with the Ameri-
can Telephone & Telegraph company, which
had been established in 1885 and became the
holding company for the Bell telephone system.
In 1909 the latter company bought a large block
of Western Union stock, but due to the objection
of the department of justice to the communica-
tions monopoly the affiliation was dissolved in
1913 and Western Union has remained inde-
pendent since.

Postal Telegraph & Cable company was or-
ganized in 1881, hoping to spring to fortune by
‘ taking up two new patents, one the Harmonic
telegraph, another a steel wire with copper
+ overlay. In 1883 John W. Mackay, who made
a fortune in mining in the Comstock lode in
Nevada, bought into the ailing Postal, and in
company with James Gordon Bennett, the
younger, of the New York Herald, formed Com-
mercial Cable company which proceeded to lay
cables across the Atlantic and the Pacific. Clar-
ence W. Mackay succeeded his father in 1902
and continued as head of Postal and Commercial
Cables.

Meantime othe: . . ..s were emerging in
the field of communications, particularly Sos-
thenes and Hernand Behn, brothers, natives of
the Virgin islands. They got their start in
telephony by taking over the system on Puerto
Rico from a friend who had acquired it on a
debt. They expanded their business in the
West Indies; acquired control of the telephone
system of Spain, which they proceeded to mod-
ernize; then continued their expansion in Latin
America, Rumania, Shanghai, Istanbul, and
elsewhere under the corporate title of Inter-
national Telephone & Telegraph company. In
1928 International took over Postal Telegraph
and Mackay cables as subsidiaries.

The depression of the '30s nearly wrecked
International-—but not quite. With great re-
sourcefulness Sosthenes Behn, his brother hav-
ing died some years ago, has kept his holding
company. going in spite of depression and wars.
But Postal has had hard sledding. Western
Union was more strongly entrenched, with the
advantage of agreements with railroad com-
pawies to string wires along their rights-of-

World Language

Human beings speak 2798 different languages,
including the Scandinavian. Many of those who
are officially listed as speaking the same lan-
guage can't understand each other. Indeed as
G. B. Shaw once remarked of the English and
Americans, those who actually do speak the
same language have difficulty in understand-
ing each other. People just don't understand
each other. And sometimes when they do, they
can't get along. We understand Herr Schickl-
gruber, but we're fighting him just the same.

Seriously though, language diversification is
a barrier to that international understanding
we've been striving for these last two centuries
or longer. If this barrier could be broken down,
there would be one less. Talk of achieving uni-
versal understanding has now gotten around to
the discussion of a universal language, as it oft-
en has before. Talk has a habit of going in cir-
cles, or cycles. That suggests that it never gets
anywhere and illustrates one of the limitations
of a universal language’'s benefit, if we had a
universal language.

At least thirteen systems aspiring to be uni-
versal languages have been devised since 1879
but instead of being spoken and written by
everyone, they are used by no one—with the
sole exception of Esperanto, which is said to be
used occasionally by a million and a half per=
sons. The nazis suppressed its use in Germany.
If they win—and then lick Japan—the problem
will be solved. German will be the universal
language.

We, on the contrary, are going to win. The
uninformed layman’'s guess is that .if there
ever is a universal language it will be one
previously in use by a large and aggressive frac-
tion of all human beings. To date, approxi-
mately 270 million people speak something that
passes for English; their numbers are exceeded
only by those who speak Chinese, about 488
million. Hindu, Russian and Spanish follow in
that order.

With all due respect to our valued allies the
Chinese, the extension of English to date sug-
gests that our language has the best chance of
becoming universal. But not—contrary te our
prejudice in its behalf—on its merits as a

language. In some ways it's one of the worst.

Horror Advertising

Granting that some Americans still act as
though they “don’t know there’'s a war on,” and
that none of us on the home front realize it in
just the way the Russians do, or the Norwegians,
or even the British, it's still an unanswered
question just how much war-awareness is de-
sirable for the good of our souls and for in-
suring our all-out cooperation.

We Americans haven't gone hungry, our
homes haven't been bombed, we haven't seen
the human shambles left by enemy bombs and
gunfire. Some of the peoples who have ex-
perienced these things are working harder and
with less complaint.

Some of the pictorial magazines are en-
deavoring to enlighten us and with their pur-
pose we have no quarrel. Their pictures show
war as it is—the gruesome along with the thrill-
ing. .

On the other hand some of the national ad-
vertisers have taken to depicting only the grue-
some; spotlighting the mangled body of an
American soldier, death agony written on his
face. Accompanying the picture is an appeal for
purchase of war bonds or for some other item
of cooperation in the war program. These ad-
vertisers' intentions are good. The reaction,
we think, is not. If we are to be shown war's
deepest tragedv, let the lesson be entirely un-
associated with the commercial.

The effect upon that growing number of
families whose loved ones have died in battle,
and particularly upon the relatives of men
“missing in action” is hardly matched by what-
ever value the lesson may have for the rest
of us.

The headlines are supposed to be the very
essence of the news, and therefore “new.” But
don’t they often have a familiar ring: “Spring
mud slows up fighting in Russia.” “Tons of
bombs dropped on Berlin.” “Jap flotilla is
driven off near Aleutians.” “Meat ration is cut.”
“Chinese repel Jap offensive.” “Germans flee-
ing in North Africa.” But it will be news when,
some day, one reads “Hitler dead” without any
maybes, and another reads “All fighting ceases.”

Enthusiasts for the Ruml plan say the op-
position stems from the fact the treasury didn't
think of it first. That objection may have car-
ried some weight in committee but should not
affect congress as a whole, for congress can't
afford to be touchy about things someone else
thought of first. One can only hope it doesn't
bump into prejudice based on confusion of
“Ruml” with “Rommel.”

It will require only 9408 signatures to validate

a referendum against measures adopted by the
1943 legislature. It's fortunate that this hap-
pened when folk were so busy and preoccupied,
or ambitious and discontented citizens might
invoke the referendum against virtually every-
thing the legislature did.

A Lane county aircraft observer and her
husband are credited with saving the life of an
army flier whose plane fell into Fern Ridge
lake. That achievement compensates for the
monotony of a great many aircraft observers’
faithful service.

Easy to get confused on this rationing busi-
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Ommqmwy one is for gas, the other
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If you don’t like meat rationing
“rice, please” in Japanese.
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try saying

Prodigal’s Return
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Today’s Radio

KESLM—WEDNESDAY—139 Ke. _
T 00—News in Brief
7:05—Rise ‘n' Shine
7:30—News
7:45—Morning Moods.
8:00—Stan Kenton's Orchestra
8.30—News Brevities
8:35—Tango Time
9:00—Pastor’'s Call
9:15—Dickson’s Melody Mustangs
9 :30—Popular Music
9:45—Uncle Sam.
10:00—World in Review
10:05—A Song and a Dance
10:30—Music.
11:00—Musical College

11:25—Five Minutes with the Bible.

11:30—Willamette
12 :00—Organalities
12:15—News
12:30—Hillbilly Serenade
12:35—Willametle WVailley Opinions
1:00—Meet the Grange.
1:15—Mal Hallet's Orchestra
1:30—Milady’'s Melodies.
2:00—Isle of Paradise

2:15—US Marines

2:45—Broadway Band Wagon
3:00—-KSLM Concert Hour
4:00—The Aristocrats

4:15—News

4:30—Teatime Tunes

5:00—Felipe Gil & Jose Navarro
5:15—Let's Reminisce
§5:45—Victory Gardens.
6.00—Tonight's Headlines
6:15—War News Commentary
8:20—Evening Serenade
6:45—Popular Music
7:00—News

T:05—Jay Burnette.
7:30—Willamette Valley
2:00—War Fronts in Rev
B:10—Interlude
B8:30—Treasury Star Parade
8:45—Sleepy Heads.
8:00—News

9:30—South American Salute.
10:00—Let's Dance
10:30—News

U Chapel

Opinions
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KALE—-MBS—WEDNESDAY-—13M K.
6:45—Uncle Sam.

730 _Memory Timekeepee

- emor, L 2
B'W—-Br:lkfl,st Club
8:30—News

8:45—What's New
9:00—Boake Carter
9:15—The Woman's Side of the News
9:30—Buyer's Parade
9:45—Navy School of Musig
10-0—News
10:15—Curtain Calls
10:30—This and That
11:00—Cedric Foster
11:15—Bill Hay Reads the Bible
11:30—Concert Gems
12:25—0On the Farm Front
12 30—News
12:45—Shady Valley Folks.
1:00—Background for News,
1:15—Let's Learn to Dance,
1:30—Music.
2:00—Sheelah Earter
2:15—Texas Rangers
2:45—Pat Neal & the News
3:00—Phillip Keyne-Gordon
3:15—Wartime Women
3:20—Hello Again
3:45—Stars of Today
4 00—Fulton Lewis, jr.
4:15—Johnson Family
430 —News
4:45—Let's Learn to Dance

7:30—Lone Ranger
B8:00—California Melodies.
8:45—Repair for Defense.
9:00—News

9:45—Fulton Lewis, jr,
10:00—Jerry Sears
10:15—Treasury Star Parade
10:30—News

10:45—J et's Learn to Dance.
11:00—Jack McLean Orchestra.

KEX—BN—WEDNESDAY—110 K,
6:00—Moments of Mel
6:15—National Farm Home
6:45—Western Agriculture
7:00—Smilin Ed M2Connell
7:05—Home Demonstration Agent
7:30—Music of Vienna.
8:00—Breakfast Club

9:00—-Keep Fit Club with Paity Jean.
#:15—-Woman’'s World
9:30—Breakfast at Sardl's
10:00—Baukhage Talking
10:15—~The Gospel Singer.
10:30—Andy Virginia,
11:00—Little Jack Little,
11:15—Science Byways
11:30-Pages of Melody.
11:45—Your Hollywood News.
12:15—News

12 :30—Livestock Reporter.
12:40—Market Reports.
12:45—~News

1:00—Blue Newsroom.
2:15—Clancy Calling

2:55—Labor News

3:00—Music.

3:15—Kneass With the News
3:30—Club Matinee.

4:00—My True Story.

#:30—Jose Bethencourt Orchestra
4 45—News

5.:30—Jack Armstron
5:45—Captain Midnight
6-00—Hop Harrigan
B:15—News

6:25—The Lion's Roar
6:30—Spotlight Bands
6:55—Littie Known Facts
7:00—Raymond Gram Swing
T1:15—Gracie Fields
8:00—News

8:15—Lum and Abner

8:30 —Manhattan at Midnight
9:00—John om
§:30—News

9:45—Down Memory Lane
10:15—Melody Time
10:30—Broadway Bandwagon
10:45— Ambassador Hotel
11:00—This Moving World
11:13—Organ Concert
11:30—-War News

Interpreting

The War News

By GLENN BABB

Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman

F 4

The announcement that high
officers of the United States
forces in the Pacific have been in
Washington for war plans con-

sultations is grim warning to Ja-
pan that a new and for her un-
pleasant chapter of the Pacific
war is about to open. It will
demonstrate how far the United
States navy has recovered from
the wounds suffered at Pearl
Harbor and what a difference
even a small part of America’s
huge warplane production can
make.

It may be too much to expect
that this new phase can produce
decisive results in 1943 but it is

likely to be marked by a bold- |

But both President Roosevelt
and Prime Minister Churchill
have declared that the Casablan-
ca program calls for action in the
orient as well as in Europe. The
president promised *“great and
decisive actions” against Japan.
- The officers who went to
Washington, representing the Pa-
cific command of General Mac-

1230—Willlam Winter, News
12:45—Bachelor’s Children

3:30—Keep Working, Keep Singing,
America
3:45—News

8:00—1 Love a Mystery.
8:15—Harry James Orchestra
8:30—Dr Christian

10:00—Five Star Fina
10:15—Wartime Women
10:20—Air-Flo of the Air
10:30—The World Today
10:45—Benny Goodman Orchestra.
11:00—Del C Orchestra,

Midnight to § a.m.—Music and News

EGW—-NBC—WEDNESDAY—§20 Kec.
4:00—Dawn Patrol

5:20—Good Morning.

5:55—Labor News

6:00—Sunrise Serenade

8:55—Labar

T:15—News

7:30—Reveille Roundup

7:45—Sam Hayes

8:00—Stars of Today

8:15—James Abbe Covers the News

With the News
. ith the N
10:00—Funny Money Man.
10:30—Homekeeper's Calendar
10:45—Dr. Kate

11:00—Light of the World
11:15—Lone Women
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sible job in

Miss Temp
derly. #

“Agh, it "t nothin!” says
Sedgwick. . '

“I bleed ntﬁev_ery pore,” said
her beloved, “and I'd hate to
tell you wha' the boys on the
morning line!are saying about
me. Yes, on pecond thought, I
will tell you, Angel. They are
saying that ick is a quitter,
a chump and § rat. They're pre-
dicting that every horse I've sold
will turn into @. big money win-
ner and that will desert me
for a marine Xaptain—"

“Not that!” ¢

“—a mariné¢ -captain with a
hoarse voice shd a wicked eye.

steeplechases. - that break
you down? W8Il', . . I make a
classically si$¢ gesture—"

He took an 8ld tobacco pouch
from a rather Ypedraggled tweed
coat pocket, ¢ a handful
of dirty red add white ribbons
and several owher’s badges, and
dropped them her lap.

“I'm a fool t:r love, gal—but
there it isi™ % .

This did hreg( Elnora down.

“Oh, Bert”™ g,lhe‘f sobbed, "you
darling, you déar sweet darling.
I do 'tpprecla!c what you've
done!” '

She kissed him, the old ladies
of Hotel del (Mronado defied.

Young Mr. ick contin-
ued to wince #nd cry aloud.

“I've sold mt horses, Elnora,”
he said, “but} I've got to be
watched every minute. If word
comes that e gf those slew-
footed beasts has actually won
a race, I can't ‘promise what
I'll do. Hang ;Jmyself from the
judges’ stand @at Del Mar, per-
haps, or, worse still, buy that
horse back..I'm warnin’ you,
sailor!™ g .44

Was there Sprophecy in his
word? Elnora Yempleton, flushed
with the arrogance of a woman
who has had her way, thought
nﬁt;;. Indeed, 41’ laughed mer-

. -

“Come on, 1" she said, “I
just can’t wait %o tell mother any
longer!™ i |

 Steel Official
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“Nothing, my sweet. But what
if Erin Go Bragh should win a
race?

“Oh, don't be so morbid!™

“I know . .. but I can't help

~I

“Yes, dear. We go see Mamma
now."” | «

Einora smiled and Bert si
and they walked on together,

It would be well for the his-
torian to note, at this point, that
neither of | these young lovers
had any presentiment of com-
lications involving Fireman Dun-
nevan and Seaman Linn. And
yet, at the very moment, a young
“boot” named Hesperidis was
scrambling up the USS Trimble's

port ladder with fateful news.

“Tim Dunnevan's in trouble!”
cried young Hesperidis to mem-
bers: of the Gangway Watch,
“where’ll I find Chief Mulcahy?”
Three minutes later, Chief Mul-
cahy broke the bad tiding &

“Prepare yerself fer a shock,
Linn—" | .

“Tim! Is he hurt?”

“Hurt? No such luck—nagh!
But he left O'Brien flat an' went
off with his cousin from Brook-
lm.n

“Cousin—""

“A lad by the name of Voice
Garvey—a racehorse trainer.”

“Garvey? Never heard Tim
mention nobody—" |

- ? That's bad, very
bad—"

“The dough! Didn't Tim put
it in the bank?"”

Chief Mulcahy shook his head.

“O'Brien neglected to say as
to that” Chief Mulcahy spat a
cud of cco into his hand and

" scowled worriedly. “I fear “tis

a bit of foul play. Thim race-
horse people—"

“Chief! Oh, Ju-das Priest, Chief
—ybu gotta get me outa here!™

“We-ell, 1I—"

Torpedoman Larsen came
down the corridor on the double.

“Dunnevan’s in bad company,
Benny!"” he announced. “O'Brien,
he sant the word py the ten-
der’s boat joost now. He say
coom right away quick!"

(To| be fontinued)

ngw L(s‘uarden

H. P. T. sent me a bloom from

a flower she had received in a
hothouse bouquet and wanted to
know if by any chance this flow-
' She ad-
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