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RAF Over Rome
For First Time;
Trains Strafed

Pilot Regrets Not
Finding Mussolini
In Night Attack

ROME, March 26—(#)>-RAF
intruder planes, taking off from

battered Malta where for
months the words “bomb

Rome” have been chalked on

the walls of ruined buildings,
sallied boldly over the Italian
capital and environs Thursday

.night, and one of the pilots on
his return expressed regret at
not having been able to single
out the “big bullfrog” — Mus-
solini.

First reports from Malta quot-
ed only the pilot who wanted to
find Mussolini, but later it was
learned a number of attacking
craft had flown over the capital
area for the first time.
~ Early editions of the London
merning papers gave the story
{op display and the Daily Mail
headline said: “RAF Over Rome
Suburbs.”

Only one pilot told of what
the Italian capital looks like at
night from the air.

After seecing the blinking
mnight sighis of Rome, the flier
conceniraied a sirafing attack
on ftrains serving the capital
and an outlying railway station.

“The moon was quite bright,”
the pilot said, “and although it
was very hazy we could see
‘flashes of electric trams or trains
in Rome itself and the buildings
of the city.”

Enemy planes, apparently at-
tempting a reprisal for the closest
known hostile approach to Rome,
caused an alert Friday on Malta
for the first time in 22 days. RAF
plenes rose to meet them, and
one enemy raider was reported
downed.

The Italian high command
tommunique acknowledged ~at-
tacks Thursday night on Campe
Leone, 21 miles by rail from
Rome, and Cisterna, 31 miles out-
gide the capital, but said there
were no casualties. Both are on

the roufe from Rome to Naples.

“We lefi Rome," the RAF
pilot said, “and flew down the
mallway toward Naples, - straf-
trains a8 we went. In twe
more instances we saw tre-
mendous flashes, similar o
these we had seen afier we
gunned trains ouiside Rome.
We gave raliroad signal boxes
a pasiting, toe.”

Back in Malta, where the an-
nouncement of Thursday night's
gortie was hailed with great plea-
sure, the pilot said the plane ap-
proached Rome over the Tiber
and Pontine marshes.
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Germans Raze
Dutch Houses
For Defense

LONDON, March 26 - (#)— The

Netherlands information service}

reporfed Friday that the entire
coasial area of Holland for a dis-
iance of nearly 15 miles inland
was being cleared of inhabitants

to--have been sent te
Arnheim and then on
many, pmmblyfar!med-l_.—
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ADM. JEAN MARIE ABRIAL
Former governor general of Al-

geris and meore recently mavy
minister in the Vichy Freanech
cabinet, Adm. Abrial was re-

poried Friday te have been dis-
misced.

Vichy Shifts
Cabinet Jobs

Five Ministers Fired,
As Several Diplomats

Switch to Giraud

By The Associsted Press

The Berlin radio announced Fri-
day night a shakeup in Pierre La-
val's Vichy cabinet in which five
ministers were dismissed, and this
development came amid continued
desertions from the Vichy govern-
ment by foreign 'diplomats who
were switching their allegiance to
Gen. Henry ‘Honore Giragd,
French high comniissionér in’ al-
lied northwest Africa. -

The ministers, “taking leave o
Chief of State Petain,” said the
broadcast recorded by The Asso-
ciated Press, were:

Joseph Barthelmy, justice,
Adm. Jean Marie Abrial, navy;
Gen. Jean Franeeols Jannekyn.
aviatien; Jules Brevie, colonies;
and Rear Adm. Rene Platon,
secrelary of state in the foreign
minisiry held by Laval himself.

The Berlin radio stressed that
the shakeup was “harmonious, in-

suring unconditional support of
the Laval government,” and said
some of the posts were being tele-
scoped to give greater concentra-
tion of power.

Actusally, most of the French
ministries are obsolete because of
war developments, France has lost
nearly all her golonies to either
Gen. Giraud or Gen Charles De
Gaulle, Fighting French leader,
and the Germans demobilized all
the French military services when
they occupied all of France last
fall following the allied ir‘vasion
of north Afriea.

The change occurred a short
time after French. Guiana had
joined the allies, and appeared
to have been dictated by con-

of an approaching union of
two anti-awis French leaders,
Giraud and De Gaulle.

General De Ganlle in 2 broad-
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A clue to Laval's concern over
(Turn to Page 2, Story C)
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Food Administrator
To Be Independent;
Labor to Be Sent

By WILLIAM T. PEACOCK
WASHINGTON, March 26-
(A)-President Roosevelt ' dis-

closed Friday that plans are in
the making to get more machin-

ery and labor on the farms to

carry out the programs of Food
Administrator Chester C. Davis,
who, it was made clear, will

have virtually a cabinet officer’s
status independent| of Secretary
of Agriculture Wickard.

In a press conference discus-
sion, the president smilingly said
he thought no one is going to
starve, spoke in generally opti-
mistic terms of the food outlook,
and reported:

1. Davis, when he begins his

duties Monday, will take up im-
mediately the guestion of forming
a land army of boys, girls and

women to help produce needed
wartime food. Mr. Roosevelt men-
tioned also that some communi-

ties are doing a great deal on
their own initiative toward/|help-

this would be encouraged. He
said 500,000 farm workers already
had been deferred from military
service, selective service estimat-
ed 3,000,000 more would be this
year, and that some experienced
farm workers would be furlough-
ed from the army, but each case
must be handled individually.

2. The war production board
now admiis it made a mistake in
handling the farm machinery
program, and it s being revis-
ed. WPB had most of the larger

| mamnufacturers cenvert o arms
production, Mr.

the smaller firms lacked the
distribution facilities which the
bigger ones had threugh branch
offices. Some of the bigger con-
cerns, he said, will retum to
manufacture of farm machinery
and alse will distribute the out-
put of smaller ones. He added
that steel had been allocaled
for all the machinery needed.

3. Mr. Roosevelt mentioned, too,
las a favorable sign last weeks’
|advice by the federal crap re-
|porling board that a nationwide
survey indicates farmers will
plant 10,000,000 more acres to
food and feed crops this year than
last, when production records
were broken.

The president released at his
conference the executive |order
establishing the new office of food
production and distribution| to be
headed by Davis. It said the ac-
tion was taken under the althor-
ity vested in the president by the
constitution, the first war Wers
act, the office of the p dency

(Turn to Page 2, Story D)

Senate Splits
On Two Farm
Price Bills

WASHINGTON, March 26—(#)
~The senate Friday passed and
sent to the White House—and ex-
pected velo—legislation to boost
farmers’ incomes by
the deduction of benefit payments
in computing agricultural parity
price ceilings.

Approval of the measure came
swiftly and without a sign of op-
‘position after the faltering farm
bloe conceded defeat in its effort
to bring to an immediate vote

an even broader bill ned to
raise agricultural prices re-
guiring that the cost of farm
labor be included in stan-

dards. '

The latier measure, previously
passed by the house, weni beck
fo the senate agriculture commit-
tee, which approved it unanj-
mously at a I10-minute |
last Monday without the 1-

ity. of holdirig hearings.

bowever, that.it.would be back
| on the senate calendar in & mat-
for of 10 days or two jweeks,
there to plague

ing with farm work, and indicated |

Roosevelt ex- |
plained, but it developed that |
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blast Japanese ships in the
fierce maval and air engagement which desiroyed 22 Jap
Australian air force plane. shows medium bombers atiacking an enemy
during the battle. Neie burning lel’ on the horizen.—US army air ferce

ships.

Eden Promises
Britain to Stay

Japan Said Included
As Enemy; China
Assured Aid

ANNAPOLIS, Md., March 26
| (A)—Britain is out to ¢crush Japan
as well as Germany, Foreign Sec-
retary Anthony Eden assured
Americans Friday night; there
will be no rest until both ends of
the axis have been smashed.

“Let there be no mistake® Eden
said in an address prepared for
ithe Maryland state assembly and
| for broadcast to the nation over
| CBS; “we shall not rest upon our
| arms until every one of our ene-
| mies has unconditionally surren-
| dered. We, no less than you, and
our partner China, have a score
to settle with the Japanese; nor
shall we cease fighting until that
evil growth in the Pacific has been
cut back. We shall be with you
in this to the end.”

Eden had a special word of
encouragement for China.
“Let China not misdeoubt us.™
he said. “We shall not forget
how for years she resisied ag-
gression single-handed . . . The
| day will come when the Burma
road will once again be open.”
Britain’s foreign secretary men-
tioned only briefly his fortnight
of conferences with President
Roosevelt, Secretary of State Hull
and others. He said he was “wejl
pleased at the result,” but added;
“You will not expect, I trust,
sudden and sensational develop-
ments. For there will be none. But
there has been 8 meeting of minds
between us about the present and
the future that will, we are sure,
bear fruit.” '
Eden emphasized but did not
dwell on the question of close col-

practice weak, Eden said:

“I{ there is one lesson we should

L

RAF Bombs
Ruhr Again

LONDON,. Saturday, March
27 —{#)— British bembers were
over the indusirial Ruhr regiom
of Germany during the night,
| it was learmed authoritatively
| Saturday.
| There were indicailons that
the RAF was out in force.

One of the biggest raids of
the year was delivered in the
same area when Essen was
blasted March 12,

graphic

Hunting and
Fishing Said
More Needed

CHICAGO, March 26—(#)—Hunt-
(ing and fishing during the war
!can be *justified from the cold
| blooded economic standpoint,”
| Executive Secretary Kenneth A,
Rid of the Izaak Walton League
of American stated Friday.

He said the sporis would bene-
fit health and morale but stress-
ed the contention that the food
value of game and fish made these
“wild life crops” doubly import-
ant in times like these.

“In many sections game has
reached or exceeded the food or
forage available for its survival
during the winter,” Reid set forth
in a statement at the organiza-
tion‘s annual convention.

“Should hunting be dispensed
with for the duration,” the state-
ment said, “bilg game in many
congested areas would not only
starve to death in large num-
bers, but in the process would eat
itself out of house and home with
resulting devastation to the for-
ests and other vegetation, soil
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Young Chaplain Poling
Said Missing atSeq
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Bombers Slash
Japs at Wewak

Merchant Ships Badly

Damaged; Supply
Installations Hit

ALLIED Hl.h)QUARTEBS IN
. AUSTRALIA, Saturday, March 27
—{A-Dipping as low as 75 feet to
loose their bombs, allied four-mo-
tored bombers blasted newly-con-
structed installations and shipping
at the new Japanese base of We-
wak on the north coast of New
Guinea in a three-hour night at-
tack, an allied communique said
Saturday.

Using 500 and 1000-pound
bombs, the Flying Fortresses scor-
ed two hits on a 4000-ton mer-
chantman in the harbor, leaving
it badly damaged, and pounded
the airdrome, town, and dbcks
with 19 tons of explosives.

The 1000-pound bombs, the
announcement said, “caused es-
mhn,’ serious dl-ue among
the shore imsiallations.”

The aitacking planes dived
threugh heavy anti-aireraft fire
and all returned safely, the com-
munigque said.

Wewak, 350 miles above - Port
Moresby, apparently was given
special attention because of its po-
sition as a reinforcement and in-
termediate supply port for the

Lae-Salamaua sector fo the south.

Wewak was the recent objective
of a convoy shattered by allied
airmen while trying to slip into

The president of the
Mine Workers said he joined with
“all Americans in hoping no work
stoppage will be necessary” but
. he asserted;
: 3
insist om

hard-pressed Japanese holding the |
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Reds Advance
On Smelensk

Kharkovi"rdht

LONDON, Saturday, March 27
ussian troops beating against

Sm sk’s distant defenses wiped
out Ja German garrison at one
m!%puint arnld captured another,
whil? holding 'firm against nazi
couiler-unulu on the Donets
rive# front néar Kharkov in the
south, ‘announced Satur-

The new tral front gains an-
nouficed in - midnight commu-
nique reco by the soviet mon-

itorfwere nla to be south of Bely,
presumably 1 €ar Dukhovschina,
32 miles i Smolensk.

dispaich said

-.2....‘; Rlready had brok-
en . inte ' | 50 miles
eafl of im a fromtal
T N
of ' points, 300 of
in the| garrison which was

Fpur enemyy ‘guns, 20 machine-
pnti-tank rifles and
iferial was captured

in one of t actions,
Several ulated places were
takén in this continping drive

ovet difficulf terrain, blit the com-

munique part of the
Russian tr s . were consolidating
thel hard on gains in the great

{90 Jong had threat-

d ' slain in futile ef-
Russian positions
orod and Chuguev in
pector of the Ukraine
Friday's fighting which
fourid the Germans still using =
derable number of tanks. One
unit alone yed 42
nazi tanks and wiped out a bat-
talign of infhniry, |
" | o
Carrier

Use

\lloﬂl Germans | |

-

tack on the deep Mareth beit of
minefields and pillboxes backed
up by concentrations of armor and

still locked in a strugghe
reminiscent of the first World
war's many “battles of position
and attrition.” ' 3 '
There was completie sbsence

desert air force on enemy

dicated that the flanking Brit-
force was holding its initial
there despite its long sup=-
line.

ear
in difficult mopping up
tions against the enemy hol

information on. the situation i

. § i | - =N
JALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA, March 38,
the British Eighth Army inched slowly forward
on of the Mareth line under a hail of gunfire Fri-
day ‘while American forces 70 miles away fought grimly to keep
Marshal Erwih Rommel’s flank pinned to the Tunisian coast. v
Sir Bernard L. Montgomery's at-
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