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Amateur Lobbyists Score

The two biggest and cleverest professional
lobbies active at the 1943 legislative session
Wwere the truck and wine lobbies. It is not neces-
sary at this time to mention that they got no-
where. Definitely and in full view of the gal-
lery, each took one on the chin, _

Amateur lobbies were more fortunate. There
was at the opening of the session strong senti-
ment for removing some of Oregon's too-numer-
pus property tax exemptions. The meovement
was dramatized by Rep. Giles French's fongue-
in-cheek proposal that all such exemptions be
wiped off the books. Praiseworthy as the mo-
tives were, that bill appears to have done the
cause more harm than good. It brought reac-
tion which clearly informed the members that
any exemptions would be removed over the
dead bodies of the exemptees.

A house commitiee labored sincerely and de-
votedly to bring about some reform but in the
end—having polled both houses and learned
of the task’'s futility—it shelved the entire pro-
gram. The amateur lobbyists scored a victory,

Legislation requiring municipally - owned
power utilities to pay property taxes was a part
of the program. Substitute legislation on that
subject was enacted—but it was of such nature
that no real reform was accomplished. Those
utilities must pay a portion of their gross re-
ceipts in lieu of taxes—ito the cities which own
them. , That is little more than taking money
from one pocket and putting it in another.

This movement emanated from Lane county.
Lane citizens outside of Eugene were not hood-
winked, though they now aver that the legisla-
ture was. Resentment there is aimed at the
Eugene water board and Supt. J. W. McArthur
of the municipal utility, McArthur was busy
ground the legislature, and he i{s an experienced
lobbyist if not a professional.

It might interest indignant Lane taxpayers to
learn, however, that the more effective opposi-
tion appeared to come from the smaller cities
affected. Some Eugene citizens favored the ad
valorem, county-wide tax proposal; citizens of
these other cities had not been “educated” up to
that point. It will require a few more years
of evolution—and agitation—to bring about a
real reform. It requires strong public opinion
to overcome the amateur lobbyists’ effective-
ness.
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Yaxpaying and Inflation

How did you pay vour income tax?

Add that to your list of timely, sure-fire top-
ics for conversation. That you owed an income
tax payment to Uncle Sam on March 15 and paid
it, assuming you are an employable adult, is
8o patent as to be hardly worthy of mention.

How you managed to rake up the cash s,
on the contrary, both interesting and signifi-
cant. -
Significant because, as you will recall, there
were two big reasons for a big tax. One was
that Uncle needed the money; the other was its
expected anti-inflation potential.

How you, or you, or you paid that income
tax, we have no idea. But how you, and you,
and you paid it—how it was paid in the
aggregate—is pretty well authenticated. You,
and you, and you didn't cut down on expendi-
tures in recent weeks in order to pay the tax.
You, and you, and you didn't withdraw the
money from a savings account.

“You, and you, and you either sold some of
your war bonds, or refrained from buying war
bonds, or borrowed the money—and some of
you, and you, and you, despite having earned
more money in the last year than ever before,
borrowed from the small loan companies at
their high interest rates.

In the first ten days of March 45 million
dollars’ worth 'of war bonds were redeemed—
five times the volume for the same period a year
ago. Sales of war bonds dropped by almost an
equal amount. Personal loan companies did a
land-office business. But savings accounts did
not noticeably dwindle. Nor did department
store sales nor luxury goods sales.

What does it add up to? Chiefly, that lump-
sum taxpaying once a year, or even quarterly, is
ineffectual as a means of checking inflation.
In periods of false prosperity as in periods of
depression some people—the same people—are
provident and some are improvident. The provi-
dent people had made advance arrangements to

Jay Franklin, “liberal” colummist, has been
converted to the free enterprise system. He saw
the “great white light” when he tried to send
a birthday telegram to his daughter and dis-
covered it was among the things now forbidden.
Not that he objected to the wartime ruling—
but he saw that if government supplies ﬂ?en
services, rather than private enterprise reason-
ably free to do whatever is profitable, govern-
ment may refuse to supply them any time it
sees fit. Some of us, less brilliant, saw the
point sooner,

Grants Pass Courier got out a seven-page
paper the other day. More accurately it was a
six and two-halves page paper. After the first
four regular eight-column pages there was a
four-column extension, one side numbered
“SA" and the other “5B”. An ingenious method
of saving paper in these days when it has fo be
done.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
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‘WASHINGTON, March 15—Gov. Bricker of Ohio
today seems to have the best chance of being the
1944 presidential nominee of the republicdn party.
He is not yet a familiar national figure, Few peo-
ple know him beyond his record as a good three-
term governor who has made some sense out of a
bewildered state government. But he is already

r sr = @etting promises of a substan-

tial bloc of delegates. He has
inherited the Taft prganization
throughout the south and that
section®is confidently counted
for him, except possiblyl Geor-
gia where a rattlegnake situa-
tion exists. Add to these the
votes of Ohio and possibly New
York, and you have the begin-
ning of a formidable candidacy.

Mr. Willkie has been getting

£ tion Is where he will get the
votes. He is working on| Indi-
[y Waiee ana and some of the northwest-
ern states like Washington and Oregon are counted
at this advance date as being “probable” for him.
Obviously New England and the middle west have
not proved especially fertile fields for his view-
point. He will also certainly not get California,
Iowa or Illinois. So where is his delegate strength
to come from? . .

Most of the republican leaders seem fo be tak-
ing New York's Gov. Dewey at his declining word.
He would, of course, have New York, if hé ran
and could build up a strong candidacy elsewhers,

But to get into the race at all, over the barrier
of his official declination, he would have to be
drafted, and no draft movement has been started
or seems to be contemplated.

This makes the pre-convention race stand today
as a contest between Bricker and Willkie with the
edge on Bricker’s side.

No doubt many favorite son cangidacies will de-
velop, Stassen in Minnesota, MacNider in Iowa,
Saltonstall in Massachusetts, etc., but most of these
seem likely in the end to become allied with the
major candidacies (Stassen for Willkie for In-
stance).

The democratic situation is still running loose.
The test blackout of politics for a féurth term, as
staged the past few waeks, looked good/to some
Rooseveiltian followers, poor to others. No one
came out except those you would expect—Guffey,
Sabath, Mead, etc. Nothing very entouraging
was heard from the great bulk of the party leaders
in congress whose voices would have sounded
bigger.

True, the mere mention of such a hideous thought
(io republicans) discouraged some of the opposi-
tion political figures. The Gallup poll (intidentally
it did not contain detailed state figures which
would have been more convincing) suggested Mr.
Roosevelt would have a fourth term popular ma-
jority of only 52 or 53 per cent “if the war was still
on” a year from next November.

N¢ one knows when the war will be ever. The
ideal time for it to end from a new deal political
standpoint (if it could be ended by political desire
and it can’t) would be along about next summer.
The campaign would then catch FDR in the midst

prestige of having won and could beg not to be
interrupted in the peace.

Usually after wars, however, a natural popular
of nationalism has developed among the
‘people. In all, it is impossible to tell what
fulin.dth.wunhywiﬂbellmhnmﬂ
to Mr. Roosevelt and his conduct of the war and
peace, and anyone who tries to do it iis playing
with fantasies,

As of today, the tactical situation of the fourth
mmmummmmamm-
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'Toda)i’s Radio Programs

KSLM—TUESDAY 138 Kec.

7:45—Morning Moods,
8:00—Bert Hirsch Novelty Band.
B:30—News Brevities,
8:35—Tango Time.
g‘?‘:s&ﬂﬂrl Call. - -

3 ickson's Melody Mustangs.
930—Farm Home Programs.
9:45—Uncle Sam.

10:00—World in Review.

10:05—A Song and A Dance.
10:30—Victor Arden's Orchestra.
11:00—KSLM Presents,
11:30—Willamette U Chapel
12:00—Organalities,

12:15—News.

12:30—Hillbbilly Serenade.

¥:50—Mischa Russell.
8:00—War Fronts in Review,
B8:30—Skitch Henderson.
8:45—This Is My Story.
O0—N

| & WA,
9:15—Don Allen nilr.l His Orch.

KOIN—CBS—TUESDAY—97T9 Ke.
§:00—Northwest Farm Reporter,
&:15—Breakfast Bulletin, hee

6:20—Texas
§:4—KOIN

:30—Romance

#:45—0ur Gal A
10:00—Life Can Be Beautiful
10:15—Ma Perkins.
}g;:lo-vu: and Sade.
11:00—Young Dr. Malona,
11:15—Joyce Jordan.
11:30—We Love and Learn,
11 :45—News.

tou—-fulm Charles, Ean
; , Or; ist.
::u—&m Hayes.

o

cn:renl. day's
published as usual in

the first haif of the mext ayd
schedules will th

comics page.

8:30—Duffy's.

§:00—Homicide O'Kane,
9:30—News.

§:45—Down Memory Lane,
10:15—Mary Bullock, Pianist,
10:30—This Nation at War,
11:00--This L World.
11:15—Bal Tabarin Cafe Orch,
11:30—War News Roundup.

KGW—-NBC—TUESDAY—$20 Ke.

;
E

11:15—Biltmore Hotel Orch.,
11:30—War News
12:00-2 a. m.~Swing

KALE—MBS—TUESDAY—1300 Ke.

10:00—News

10:15—Stars >
i::m-—m and That
11:15—Bill Hay Reads the Bible
11:30—Concert Gems.

12:35—0On the Farm Fromt,
1345 _Shady Valley Wollm.
1:00— for News.

Heads Planning

1:15—Sweet and Sentimen
lm Ensemble.

4 ‘s Press Conference.
2:05—Sheelah Carter.

3:00—Philip on
3:15—~Wartime Women.

When.
4:00—Fulton Lewis, jr.
4:15—Johnsomn Family,
4:30—News

5:15-8

530 —Norman Nesbitt.
Sam.

6 Heatter,

8:30—S

:Hm
I ATy ot
}:Eu-am o =
ll' Sterney Orch-tu.
11: Armstrong Orchestra.
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- W 0% Mutn. purpose besides. I was more

3 in Research. . willing to him his
SESROET  relreierdts
4:30—Stories for and Girls. on our nunletrs Also, her re-
5:00—Private Pete ta.

5:15—On the Campuses. newed questioning puzzied me.
$:30Vespers. “Why did the Inspector
.m_m""‘o"‘"“" COwoh her?” 1 asked curiously. ,i
g' Farm Hour. ‘Because you recognized her
745 Latin American 'm""“‘ voice—in the Burton house, that
S ahe Werld tn Review. evening. It's all I ¢can think of,”
:mﬂn;mﬁn Melodies. h.“l.'.nfd sorry,” 1 him, with.
- - w &«
845 trmcie out much con

Interpreting the
War News @ |

By GLENN BABB |

Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman
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