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"Alibi?" Young Jordan gaped
, at him. . "Why why I , was In
bed and asleep."

"Anyone know you were?"
"I I guess so. Mrs. Beilly, my

landlady. She saw me come in
that night and ; go put in the
morning. She always does."

But she doesn't know, did you
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Feet have been dragging in providing the
funds asked by the Red Cross. Too many peo--j

pie are; trying to get into heaven: on one dollar
subscriptions. That may be the price of a mem-
bership, but everybody above the poverty level
should do better than that. The dragging feet
are noli those of solicitors but of contributors.
Dri Erb of the state university i had j . a good
slogan for this Red Cross campaign, not "give
till it hurts", but "give till it helps", j More of
our people could and should do a little of each.

Legislation to stop drafting of farm workers
is hot the best answer to the rnanpowei: problem
of farmers. It is pretty hard to write into law
the conditions of deferment, and such a law
may pfove a shelter tent for the slackers. The
loss to farms has been due more to young men
quitting to volunteer or quitting farms for
more highly paid war work than to Ithe draft.

State Guard '
One of the headaches that Gov. Olson left

down in California was a state guard., Olson
not only recruited a .big organization, he called
it out and put it on guard duty all over the
state. The burden was terrific Men who had
volunteered for some military emergency found
they were stuck out on some guard detail, mere
watchman duty, around some industry or at
some bridge or some gas works. Soon the resig-
nations were turned in by the thousand as the
state guardsmen sought relief to get back to
their own employment

A committee of. the state assembly has in-

vestigated the guard and reports that "no effi-
ciency exists". It charges laxity, politics in
promotion of officers and concludes that the
guard is accomplishing no real good. It recom-
mends abolishing the present guard and form-
ing two new regiments of 1200 men each with
reserve forces of unlimited strength.

. That recommendation follows pretty closely
the Oregon pattern. Here we have one "regu-
lar" regiment, with some 20-o- dd battalions of
what might be called reserves. The state guard
has not been called into active duty because no
emergency has arisen demanding use of state
military force. Policing here is done by local
and state police plus guards employed by priv-
ate industries. And under General Cowgill the
state guard has been run entirely on a non-politi- cal

basis.
It is desirable in a modern state to have a

supplemental military force ready for emer-

gency duty for defense or to maintain order. In
this state a small but trained state guard is all
that is needed now.

Among the other reliefs the legislature voted
for the people was to adjourn "sine die."

News Behind
The News

Another Shortage!

By PAUL MALLON j

f i Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Repro-
duction in whole or In part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, March 12-T- he OPA has solved
the problem of getting around its own unfair fuel
oil rationing formula. j

I Without admitting or correcting its inistake, it Today's Cadio Programnis
30 First Nighter.
3:30 Upton Close.
4:00 News.
4:15 Remember When.
4:30 Stars and Stripes In Britain.
50 American Forum,
5:45 Gabriel Heatter.
60 Old Fashioned Revival Hour.70 Around the Clock.
7:15 John EmmeL
8:00 Hinson Memorial Church.
90 News.
9 U5 Voice of Prophecy.
9:45 Sunday Serenade.100 Old Fashioned Revival Hour.

110 Louis Armstrong Orchestra.
11:45 Music.

of the thrifty Finnishj housewife
in an Old World fairy tale.
When she discovered that the
blanket she had bought to keep
her husband warm covered
him only down to jhis knees,
she immediately decided to
cut a two-fo- ot strip from the
top of the blanket and sew it
to the bottom.

"That," she said, "will make
it longer." -

The college men who devised
the fuel formula soon found it
was inadequate to heat the na-
tion through the j winter, so
they moved up, from time to

validity of each of the five

What the Soldier Eats
The American soldier is described as the

best-fe- d soldier in the world. He needs to be.
He carries a heavy pack and a gun. He must
be able to march long distances, sleep out on
the ground in" all weathers, and stand the strain
of battle for days. And the American soldier
Is a bigger man physically than most soldiers
(compare him with the Jap soldier) so he re-

quires more intake of food .than most other men.
The United State News reports the relative

requirements of the soldier and the civilian in
this country. The former requires 2625 lbs.
per annum and the average civilian 1975 lbs.
The greatest consumption of both is not grain
products, and not meat, but dairy products
1023 lbs. for the soldier and 773 lbs. for the ci-

vilian. The soldier gets 800 lbs. of fruits and
vegetables with only 528 allotted to the civilian.
Likewise he gets twice as much of meat, poul-
try and fish as the civilian 365 lbs. compared
with 181 lbs. It takes only 274 lbs. of grain
products per year for the soldier, while the ci-

vilian, because of the abundant supply, is given
374 lbs. In all the other lesser categories, sugar,
eggs, fats and oils, and coffee the civilian con-

sumption Js restricted below that of the soldier.
This military demand takes no account of

supplies sent foreign nations, or the necessary
reserve stocks for military use at all important
bases, or for the wastes and losses in shipping

nd in action. Add all these up, and it becomes
evident that the American farms are faced with
a great job this year in feeding civilians, sol-

diers, allies.

i "i'm deeply hurt, though. You
should have taken me Int4 your
confidence, I Bruce- - should have
cornel to my house after the Stod-
dard; disaster; instead of coins
to that lonely! camp." A pause, so;
ffflH: with lis! I couldntj make
myself heard. fAnd youj poor
chUd! Not eVw in xaourniAgl 111

jet Severythins you need. For
you jjtoo, J4i'4Wentworth. It's
terrible! At the brink of happi-
ness and t- - then violent IdeathI
l?ve iworked lout all the details
of the funeral. You needn't both-
er about anything. Just be "the
beautiful young Burton ridow.
Never had tjie before. The Bur-
ton vomen heVer outlived their

"But I a not a Burton wi-

dow! I bavW no right ati an to
the luune ft j fairly yelled kt her.
"And we weref not at the point
of reconciliation, but a divorce.
I'm not going; ;;toto mourning.
There wont be any state funer--1- ,1

. J '

X made her lreak off m mid-senten-ce.

: j .. h ;:y.
S'ivnat da ybu sayT" she ask-e- 4

1 with the glare of offended
royalty. &epat it, please, I
can't have heard right. You can't
be : denying your husbajid, the
last Burton; a Idecent funeraL"

:fI'm not? denying him any--;
thing. Hell 'have a decent funer-
al1 all right; i protested hotiy.
"Only oh4-as- k Mr.- - Forestall
about it, orf Inspector PetJengilL"
n shaUi l shall ask th4m a lot

of questions."! Mrs., Libfcy rose
majestically nd swept 1 toward
the hall. f'Sed; that she puts on
nfburning; and behaves! herself
like a Christian. And call Dr.
Masterman. She's suffering from
shock," she :commanded Aunt
Millie over her shoulder.

Then she rapped sharply at the
drawing-rdo- m door and went in,
Without waiting for an answer.

fNo wonder Bruce stayed in ;

hiding," Aunt Millie said weakly,
sinking into alchair. 1

tyrahl of Cliff port was
still closeted with the inspector
when Nettle lishered in ithe For--
restall ladles J escorted by Amy's
youthful j fiance.

J Both were in black, i Alice
trying to( look properly dolorous
arid Ami sulking as usual and
young Bobby Jordan was sweat-in- g

with eTxirbarrassment. There
simply isn't another way of de-
scribing J his fcondition. j

: Remembering , the Inspector's
warning, I. wps on my guard and
Weighed my words carefully. But
ihere .really wasn't anything to
Weigh. jAlicof didn't ask ques-
tions. She just chattered, punc-
tuating f herself with, jsighs in-

stead off titters, In deference to
the occasibnj "

I It wasj all .so terrible! She
limply Wouldn't imagine Bruce
dead, mufch less murdered! And
id think .'lie'd been in town, and
married to pie, and Cpnley had
know it ! and not tolcf her and
Amy! And ppor Gala! She'd tried
to talk to hr on the phone, and
the ma id had said she! was rest-
ing n t feeling so good and no
wondev with her finding Bruce's
body and' losing her wtole inher-
itance, but she was s glad for
roe! And would I oped the Bur-
ton house, and would I would

r IF I ' T
S The waterfall splashed on and
dn, numbing in its mdnotony.
s Amilasl suffering through it

With (tightly compressed lips,
plainfl" hating her mother's in-
anity. Bobby Jordan was dab-
bing at his, perspiring forehead.

' Aunt jMlllie and I were slowly
I getting; wall-eye- d, with exhaus- -
ffHll."1:. f :

.
:

At last the drawing-roo- m door
' opened and Mrs. Libby emerg-
ed, trailed i by Inspector Petten-gi- ll

escorting her to tier car.
didn't deign to) glance in

bur direction as she passed. But
her ybice boomed so loudly: "I
lhall ikot allow 1L She1 must wear
nournng!f that ahef created a
dhersiee gut the same.

Then I distance ; blunted her
oars-Uth- ef outer doorj thudded

! j Jfreseriuy the Inspector came
Into ihB I room, beaming his
Xriendllest. and sitting down un- -;

asked.! Vith - a henrtr : --Well
weUI, Nothing like having your
mends gather round you in days
of stress, er, Miss Ky?"

I j Alice a4swered for me the
slightest spark would set her off
again --but now her prattle was
subtly directed by the astute po-li- ce

officer. ; , -

?! Ofj course! What else were
friends ! there for? And: Yen.

! wasn't it too bad fof poor Con- -
ley? jSo upsetting, these murders.
fEspedally Bruce's! j The news!
had (roused the poor man from a!

.sound fleep. Oh, naturaUy, hex
aloo Shej always woke up whenj
;the phone-ran- g in her husband's
room, neat to her-s- .,

I

?!
. Ypui sure Trout ' husband 'wM''

i home aUi night?" Inspector Peti
.i.tengOI fcut into.her chatter. ; 4
' She failed to grasp the aignlf
ificance'of the questioo. "Why, ot
; course!? ,Where elsei: should he
have been? she asked, widef
tye4t . j - - .. j

i tie let it go at tht-probb- ly

.i because be had found out whet
rhe wanted to knowithat Forres-ta-ll

could have been gone from
tli1 .hduse without his wife's

y HuiRu w noo.
oy tioraan without further pre--

i flt's; bear your jalibl for the
jmurder night,'! he invited pleas- -

with nearly one-four- th of the heat-
ing they advanced the date fpr use of

5, to March 7, 8, and U, in the
This was the coupon which was

used from mid-Ap- ril to next Sep-
tember for hot water heating, j

actually increased the formula
winter about one-fif- th In gener-

al, now reached the end of the
coupons are left to run Until

Public discovery of the error is at

that discovery, the OPA has now
an announcement that it intends

Not by a single pirase ad-

mitting an error, it now invites "house-
holders hardships' to get more coupons

rationing boards. j

different tone than last Decem-
ber, cracking down on the nation, the

wide discretion to local boards.
refused to let the local boards

servants' quarters, or! for hot
did not take into consideration
footage or the wide variety of

systems, la apparently to be
last.

more oil if you prove thai, what you
and that you are otherwise un-

able problem.
be made to recapture oil from

too much under the unfair
benign policy is promised. An or--

stay in the whole night?" The
Inspector smiled at his wriggling
victim. - j :r

. "Why do you ask Bobby such
fool questions?" Axaj cut in
languidly. ";: ' '

" THe's one of my suspects," the
Inspector informed her, as amia
bly as if he were saying, --Fine
weather we're having."

It heaved Bobby Jordan right
out of Ids chair.

.
- "Suspect me?" he stammeredJ

- his eyes popping with alarm.;
"B but I hayen't done anything.

c You were in the Burton house
the afternoon Professor Stoddardi

. was ' killed,' '! the Inspector re-- j
" minded him. ,

Bobby's eyes implored Amy
for help. "Sure. Sure t was. Bui
I was with her."

"And he left before me," Amy
added sweetly.

"That I so? : Well, then that .

makes you a suspect too," the
Inspector told her jovially. "Onlyj

' looks like you ain't strong .

enough. Was; quite some heft
that blow." Then he turned bac
to the trembling Bobby. "Com
on, Mr. Jordan. Let's you'n m
have a little talk, in my er
office." . K : .

iTli Jnntan hnv oc im frrtr
his chair so reluctantly it mad
the impression he was glued

!"Why why sure. We're glaj
: to oblige, . Amy and me," he
stuttered, his eyes pleading with
Amy.-- ,: J

J "You. Not Miss Amy. Got a
rule in the force says 'One at' a
time'," j the 1 Inspector assured
him. "You come with me, and the
ladies go home. Miss Wentworth,
please, will you show Mrs. For-rest- all

and Miss Amy. out?"
I It- was a I nightmarish puppet

show. Inspector Pettengill pulled
the strings and his dolls danced
obediently, Alice with a nervous
titter. Amy without a word. The
latter had turned deathly white
under her makeup, I noticed.

j Bobby Jordan didn't come out
of the j Inspector's office for a
long time.-Da- had come home,
and we were going in to lunch,
when I ' saw him scuttling
through the hall.

' His ears . looked very red, I
thought and then forgot him
over new. it unimportant, de
velopments.

Dad was worried about Gala.
He had talked to her over the

phone ! the night before, and
called her again from the ship-
yard a few. hours ago, asking if
he might come, to see her. And
Aggy had told him he could not
Gala was sick abed and wouldn't
even speak to him herself. i

He didn't like it Aggy had told
him a j similar thing at another
occasion, and it had been a lie.
What was the matter? What new
trouble was brewing?

"Gala has a bad cold. Inspector
Pettengill f told me so. If itH
make you feel better. Dad, 111 go
upstairs and see how she is the
moment we're through ! with
lunch," I promised him. i'

Not entirely for his sake eith-
er. For one thing I had a bad
conscience about neglecting Gala

I hadn't seen her at all since
our return; from, the camp and
for another in Gala's apartment
I was but of reach. No one would
come up there to bother me with
annoying and unanswerable
questions.

And v . .so sou uu UiO oca
stairs my customary route now
that Gala and I were friends
soon after Dad had gone back to
.his work, ' v '

Chapter SI
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- Aggy let me In, all deference
and smiles and condolences, and
without first announcing me,
ushered Ime into the bedroom,
where Gala was

v
sitting up in

V J I..LJ s .... .
i wsaiuxi jowerea Diinas. Ac-

tually waiting for me, it appeare-
d.'- j , -

v

The room was too dark to see
clearly at first But ; when my'
eyes ' became nrt tn tha inrm
I noticed she was nursing a hum-
dinger of a cold brought on no
doubt, by her gruesome, vigil on
the cold; floor of the camp. Her
eyes j were watery, her lovely
nose red and swollen, her throat
swathed in bandages. No won-
der she jhadn't wanted to receive
Dad!i f

. . "I'm so glad you've come. But
stay at tne other end of the

room, X don't want you to catch
my cold, she greeted me in a
somewhat hoarse and muffled
voice, fit's a frightful nuisance.
The doctor's given me some stuff
for it but so far It hasn't helped."

"Doctor or not, itH take its
sweet time," I prophesied

heartlessly. "May be a blessing
in disguise. , Believe me, I could
have used . a cold nicely this
morning" .

(To be continued)
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from their plumbers which were
March. 3.
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8:30 Josef Marais African Trek.
90 The Quiet Hour;
9 JO Stars from the Blue.
100 Horace Heldt Review.
10:55 News.
110 Coast to. Coast on a Bus.
11 :45 Speaking of Glamour.
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35 Free World Theatre.
3 JO Metropolitan Opera Auditions.
4:00 Chaplain Jim. USA.
4 JO Show of Yesterday and Today.
5 :00 Christian Science Program.
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dramatic announcements from the
are now turning out more planes

has altogether spread around
war In Europe- - I

Under-Secreta- ry Patterson announced that
planes in January, o which 63

fighting, planes, and he moved the
for February. This means we

combat planes last monthj.
official estimate has placed Hitler's

higher than 5000 planes, and his
known to be declining. He pas-fee- d;

year. Ours is approaching, j

California May Act
California is bewildered, the same as Oregon,

with regard to the prospect for farm labor this
season. So disturbed is Governor Warren and
members of the legislature of California that

.they may take independent action to get or-
ganized for food production this year. Governor
Warren described the present situation as one
of "total confusion," and said: "I am convinced
California oughjt to take some independent ac-

tion with relation to the farm labor situation
and with relation to other aspects of the man-
power problem."

As related in this column Wednesday Paul
McNutt, head of the manpower commission,
assigned to Secretary Wickard of the depart-
ment of agriculture the responsibility for re-
cruitment, placement and transportation of farm
labor. Secretary Wickard in turn assigned the
responsibility in Oregon to the college extension
service. This means either paralleling or dupli-
cating or superseding or supplementing the em-
ployment service which has long had responsi-
bility for employment not only for farms but
industries, construction, etc The extension
service is not equipped to handle the whole
job; the best it can do is to conduct educational
campaigns and urge cooperation, but coopera- -'
tion with what? - j f

McNutt, meantime, has lost so much ground
In Washington that he can't get his budget ap-
proved by congress. It is freely predicted that
he will be an early "war casualty." Secretary
Wickard himself is on the spot and under fire
because many think he has been too complacent
as the food crisis has developed.

Oregon may have to do what California con-
templates doing:; rally its own labor. Maybe
that's what, we need, more self-relian- ce and
less dependence on Washington.

win the war swiftly with such air
will be something radically

parts of our effort

to have
the war manpower commission.

a inrusn Dianaet policy also seems

has taken the middle-pge- d males
Into threatening classifications, for

purpose of inspiring them to go to
farms, and that very same day the
plans to release 546,000 of this same

reasons of physical unfitness.
thus is at one time releasing an

for physical unfitness, nd threat-
ening more of the same physically unfit

to force them to go out and do
for even greater physical fitness

farming. : J

an effort to enlarge the; man-
power cutting a piece out of the center

the aides. ; - i j

up by congressional committees
cent of the men who have left the

into high salaried war defense
v ,:r ::iyj ., ;.

' j A j
upon one Texas project shows

men, mostly fanners, employed in
only 23 or 30 went back to their

Job was over. The others! bad a

been adopted by
Its draft bureau
of 38 to 44 back
the professed
work on the
army divulged
over-ag- e class for

The government
over-ag- e group

to take in
class in an effort
work which calls
than the army

This looks like
blanket by

and tacking it on
Evidence dug

indicates 75 per
farms have gone
industry.
. t A check made
that of the 5000
camp construction,
farms when the
taste of Ugh salaries
coast In airplane

I Financial
at the mounting
by workers who
their March 13

The treasury
Is hurt rather

must cash a
getting sliced treasury with its
once changed j i wants to help win

Twenty five .years ago a chap was happy
to have 3'As on his report card. Now he learns
that 3-- A on his registration card means an early
calL Time changes all things, r ' i

and mainly sought the Pacific
factories.

Some of the recruits to Victory gardens
have already made unconditional surrender to
blisters, sore back and chilly weather. They
can't take it! i

Portland schools are offering a course in shoe
Merchandising is cettinf. toe-ho- ld

In education. . ' ; ;.

officers here are looking skeptically
piles of war bonds being turned in
say they need the cash to meet

Income tax payments, j f

makes no money and the war ef-
fort than helped when a j citizen

treasury bond to pay a j tax to the
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- Thm it one comfort about
; bread aain, Ih government for

own money. Any taxpayer who
the war will pay from his own 100 ArUst Recital.

JH fT r vorite Melodies., ,.casSLf,Its mind. ' - -- - . - " 5 -if r v .
' j '.'1 .


