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tAircraft Eabor

Denied Raise To
{- Shipyard Scales

Boeing Gets

4% Centson |!

W LB Ballot

WASHINGTON, March 3—(#)
The war labor board, splitting
% to 5, rejected Wednesday
night a general wage increase
to bring west coast aircraft
workers’ pay up to shipbuilders’

rates. Chairman William H.

Dissents

=8

Davis declared such raises—| 4"

from 2 basic 60 or 623 cents to 95
cents an hour—*“would only lead
10 a new cycle of wage increases |
and a new general wage level ‘on
the coast.”

Instead, the board gave a gen-
eral increase of 414 cents an hour
tv 30,000 workers
Flying Fortress planis at Seattle,
and an average increase of 7%
cents to about half the 220,000 em- |
ployes of eight southern Califor-
nia airframe companies.

The labor members and Wayne
1. Morse, a public member, dis-
sented vigorously.

The labor members express-
ed resentment over the part
they sald James F. Byrnes, the
economlic siabilization director,
played in framing the decision,

Referring to Byrnes, the labor
group said:

“It is clear that the (executive
ptabilization) order does not re-
guire the board to ‘consult the
director before it makes ils de-
cision in a given case. That pre-
cedure has, until lately, been
carefully adhered to. However,
during the course of jts delibera-
tions on this case, several mem-
bers of the board have. consulted
with the director about it.

“Therefore/~ s -cannal._gscape
the conviction that these confer-
ences have affected the final de-
cision, and it is our opinion that
the independence of the board
cannot be preserved so long as
such a practice continues.”

Morse, dean of the Oregon
pchool of law, who split with his
fellow .public members on the
board for the first time in 2 major
case, commented:

“Undoubtedly there will be
pome grumbling and some expres-
mion oOf 'disappointment but pro-
duction will proceed because the
workers know that in the inter-
esits of the war effort it must
proceed. .

“I it should come lo pass

that any group of workers
should exercise such bad judg-
ment as to stop work in protest
of the majerity decision, this
writer will insist, as he always
has when he has been in the
majority and others in the mi-
mority, that the war labor beard
must stand as a uniied, unani-
mous body against any deflance.
of lts decisions by any laber or
employer group. . .. "

Morse said the minority “have
Yeached the conclusion that be-

(Turn to Page 2—Story B)
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Corrections
Asked, Buying
Of Adair Land

Reexamination of land pur-
¢hases for Camp Adair and cor-
rection of errors and injustices

Corvallis and Finseth of Dallas.
! The memorial makes six charges
of inequities resulting from-
burried Adair deals:

1. Properties were appraised at

in the Boeing

A

. 4 ."‘5:"; :

DEAN WAYNE |[L. MORSE
(See story column one)

Unionist Flays

‘Inconsistency’

No Worker Opinions
Given on 4'/4-Cent
Raise at Boeing

SEATTLE, March 3 — (#) — The
leader of the AFL Aerconautical
Mechanics' union at the Boeing
aircraft plant Wednesday night
charged the war labor board with
inconsistency in -granting Boeing
workers an increase of only 4%
cents an houg  in their starting
pay rate.

Harold Gibson, president of the
union’s disirict lodge, said it fell
far short of the 15 per cent in-
crease formula established by the
board, based on the cost of liv-
ing index, in the policy-making
steel case.

Gibson declined to prediet
what the respomnse of the Boe-

ing workers would be to the
414 cenis increase from their
preseat 6214 hourly hiring-in
rafe.

He said the union's district
council had no comment t¢ make
on the case immediately.

“It's'a very hard blow,” he de-
clared. “There will be displeasure
over it. Expressions of the mem-
bers before hand showed there
would be much dissatisfaction if
only a small increase was granted.

“] feel that the decision is un-
just. The board is not consistent.
Labor board and government
representatives told us out here
that they would allow increases
it they would further the war
effort.

“The formula set in the steel
case was 15 per cent. The 4%
cents doesn’t even coms up to
that A 15 per cent raisé would
have been 9 _cenis an heur, and
even that wouldn't have been re-
ceived with any |enthusiasm.”

(In Washington, DC, Senator
Mon C. Wallgren (D-Wash.) said
Wednesday he was leaving at
once for Seattle tp address a mass
meeting of Boeing workers Sun-
day, msdding: “I hope to be of
some assistance in averting a ma-
jor strike.™) i

The mass meeting bad not

(Tum to Page 2, Story K)
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Allies Nearly Destro
+22 Ships, 15,001

P&
O

Vars;able
Ratio
Loses

Tax Board’s Size

In House Today

On ‘Do Not Pass’
By RALPH C. CURTIS

“Variable ratio of assess-
ment,” that Multnomah county

| tax

political voleano of yesteryear,

| shrank to a molehill of eight

| votes in the house of represen-
tatives Monday. Forty eight
votes were cast against Rep.
Robert E. Duniway's bill, out-
growth of that controversy, which
proposed a 25 per cent properiy
tax reduction on owner-occupied
homes.

Though that bill's fate might be
considered a moral victory for the
state tax commission, which was
the dispute's storm center, a more
direct test is forthcoming today;
for the long-forgotten bill pro-
posing to substitute one tax com-
missioner for the present board
of three is coming out onto the

LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
Third readings Thursday:

In Senate: Special order at
10:30 a. m., HB 342, 343, 344 SB
123, 238, 292, 95, 115, 108, 287,
261, 267, 268. HB 102, 195, 218,
240, 284, 302, 339, 388, 388, 3980,
349, 152, 266.

In House: Special order at
10;30, HB 268 on majority and
minority reppits. HBE 139, 209, 387,
397. SB 15, 16, 54, 85, 67, 92, 140,
147, 151, 181, 173, 186, 221, 222,
236, 239, 249, 256, 257, 258, 264,
266, 270, 281.

house floor on 2 5 to 2 ‘“do not

tion and reorganization commit-
tee but with Rep. Dean Bryson
primed, it is averred, to cham-
pion a contrary minority report.
The bill was said to have been
reported out at the request of Gov.
Earl Snell, who had recommended
such a change in his inaugural
message.

Teoday will be “iax day” In
both houses. In the senaie the
assessmerit and taxation com-
mitiee’'s inceome t(ax-scheel ald
program, embodied Im three
house bills of which twe earry
senaie amendmenis, was re-
ported out unanimeusly Wed-
nesday. The bill amending the
inftiated law distributing in-
come tax surplus te schools has
not been changed since it left
the house, but the semate com-
mitiee’'s formula fer inecome
reduciion en 3 graduaied
scale has beem incerporaied In-
te ome of the iwe companion
house bills whieh originally
provided the mechanies for seg-
regation eof the scheol suppert
fund.

These bills have been made a
special order of business at 10:30
a. m. today. At the same hour,
the house will start consideration
of the sales tax bill, on opposing
majority and minority reports of
the house tamation and revenue
committee.

(Turn to Page 2—Story E)

More Hospital Employes,
Legal Action Urged, Jury

More employes should be made
available at the Oregon state hos-
pital for the insane, the Oregon

| law should be changed to require

| funds, nevertheless, it is very um-

| fortunate that some of the recom-
mendations made in this report
(A Survey of the State Mental
Institutions of the State of Ore-
| gon Conducted by the US Public
Health Service) to the state board
of control . . . wese not followed
as outlined.” &
Carelessness by e of the
emploves could not be coasider-
ed criminal because
of such defecis In the Oregem
Iaw as that which falled fo re-
quire labeling of the reach pow-
der as peilson, | report
The fact tha
has been required
of other employes w
never have been §
ist," the rport de
| The current
jurors remarked in
lh-l-hdn.-ita‘
{'!-lz

pass” report from the administra- |

First Picture Crashed Clipper

Low tide on the Tagus river revealed this wrecked cockpli and meter of Pan American Alrways’
Yankee Clipper which crashed omn landing at Lisben February 22 The plane, coming from New
York, carried 39 passengers, 24 of whom were reported dead or missing. This picture was sent by
radio from Londom te the Uniied States.—Associaied Press Telemat.

Limit of Wine
Sales Passed

Committee
Bill Thought
To Reconsideration

Though restoring fortified wines’
|exclunive sale to the liquor stores
was enacted into law in so far
as the legislature was concerned
Wednesday when the lower house
approved, 32 to 28, Sen. W. E.
Burke's bill which so provides, the
last trick in a bitter two-séssion
battle has not yet been played.

From the house alcoholic con-
trol committee today will come a
bill, in itsell unobjectionable, pro-
viding that fortified wines shall
not be sold during the hours when
the state liquor stores are closed,
and that liguor permits be re-
lquired for the purchase of such
wines anywhere.

The play, friends of the Burke
bill said Wednesday night, is to
| pass this bill as a possible aid in
| obtaining recomic‘!.cration of the
Burke bill.

Sharp maneuvering featured
consideration of the Burke bill
Wednesday morning, and house
business was stalled for most of

| an hour by a “call of the house”

prolonged by the absence of Rep.

|Early Blaze

2 s m, but exient of the dam- |

Reds Take Rzhev, South Cities;
Allies Regain Half in Tunisia
Nazis Shorten Lines, Fall
Back on Napoleon Route

By WILLIAM SMITH WHITE
The red army storthing into Rzhev,
Moscow, crushed the nazi stronghold on the Russian 'central

4

front Wednesday, sending the

around the world.

In Tunisia, American, British and French troops continued fo

Specific Meat
Ceiling Price
In OPA Plan

WASHINGTON, March 3.—(#)-
Uniform, dollar - and - cents price
ceilings on beef! and pork for ev-
ery meat market in each commun-
ity are being worked out, it was
disclosed Wednesday, together
with a license system for all
slaughterers in a program to com-
bat black markets.

Price Administrator Prentiss
Brown advised a senate agricul-
ture subcommitiee that the new
pork ceilings would go into effect
in a few days and be followed a
short while later by new beel
ceilings. Later, he told a press con-
ference that the agriculture de-

partment is working out the li-
cense system to extend down to

including individual farmers.
From other sources, not will-
ing to be quoted by name, it was
reported that meats, cheese, but-
ter, cooking fats and oils will be
rationed beginning April 1, with
every person limited to about 13§
pounds of meat a week.

-Brown declined at his press

less than the 2% pounds a week
originally estimated by govern-
ment food authorities.

Firemen Hold

- Five discovered af 12:30 a. m.
fices of Dr. Harry Semler, State
- and Commercial sireels, was

.

snowy steppes where Napoleon’s army perished long ago.
This soviet triumph capped a great day. for allied arms

every slaughterer of meat for sale, |

by i
t o (R 4
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130 miles west of

invader reeling back over the

dog the retireat of Marshal Rom-
mel’'s forces.

Rzhev's collapse—the Russians
said they killed 2000 men and
capiured enormous amounis eof
equipment—Ileft the Germans
the alternative of falling back
te Smelensk, 150 miles to the
southwest.

The Germans announced its fall
ahead of Moscow in an attémpt
to represent it as a clever nazi
evacuation “to shorten the front.”
Presumably the nazis also were
giving up Vyazma and Gzhatsk to
the south and southeast, potential
jumping off places for an attack
on Moscow.

Coordinated with Marshal Timo-
shenko’s drive northwest in the
Lake Ilman region, the Russian
push at Rzhev threatened all nazi
defenses from Smolensk north-
ward to the Baltic sea. |

In the south the Russians were
beating forward more slowly, tak-
ing Lgov and Dmitriev-Lgovsky in
an area northwest of Kursk and
only 45 miles from cuiting the
Kiev-Bryansk railway. This was
a continuation of red army ef-
| forts to encircle Orel, and Stock-
holm dispatches said the mnazis al-
ready were preparing to abandon
that link between the southern
and central fronts. -
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lanes-Qver-S
Yictory ‘Greatest’;
our Aircraft Lost

? l-mtimuamlms IN AUSTRALIA, Thursday,
Maich 4+(#)-A d#d]y, efficient aerial armadni of allied planes
hag:almost completely destroyed a powerful Japanese convoy im

.0f the greates{ triumphs of the war, sinking or disabling all
10 ¢f its warships ‘and all 12 of its transports, wiping out 15,000
trofps aboard almost to a man” and downing 55 protecting
Nipponese fighting planes, allied headquarters announced
“All 22 ships ¢f the convoy, totaling 90,000 tons, were sunk

ft| sinking, with this “major disaster” inflicted upon the
at the astodjishingly low cost of only one allied’ bomber and '
reg fighters lost, the allied noon communique assented. i
* battle was believed here at headquarters to be the greatest

victgly ever achievied anywhere by purely air action against a naval
hre force. | !
Assault Defies Bad Weather

The convay was smashed in assaults throughout Tuesday and
We&ldny despité bad weather as it headed toward New Guinea
to réinforce Japangse troops at Lae, and although the communigque
declared that all the ships “are sunk or sinking” it did not divide
the Rsses. { | .

A spokesman | at headquarters estimated that possibly several
thovsand Ja naval personnel died® in tie wreckage of the
convoy. in additioh to the 15,000 troops aboard, as the allied planes
huried | down mord than 100 tons of bombs upon the ships.

*We have eved a Victory of such compleiéness as to assume
the proportions of; a major disaster to the enemy,” the communique
declared, and the| whale convoy “was practically| destroyed.”

{If all the 22 'shops find their way to the bot of the Pacific,
it will raise the unofficial total of Jap losses since Pearl Harbor
to 53 ships of all ’.ypa, according to the Associated Press tabulation.)

All categoriesiof allied air strength joined in the mighty asssult
that smashed the convoy, hitting ship after ship with bombs loosed

tron;]bw altituda?

o

or

were - grs sanihilated by
pns as we pent them into combet,”
ilc account. | | | . _
‘(United States losses of merchant ships and warships in the
Pacifie, based on a tabulatipn of navy announcements, total 94 ships).
¥Qur losses were light, one bomber and three fighters shot down
and # number of pthers damaged but returned to base.” .
General MacArthur himself declared that “a merciful providence

g

e

must have guarded us in this great victory.” v

communigue asserted that “cur decisive lmccul cannot fail
to héve most important results on the enemy’s strategic and tactical
plans His campdign for the time being at least| is completely dis-
located.” 3

This was the,convoy which had been sighted| Monday advanting
from |[New Britain  toward New Guinea, then by feul
weath that kept sallied planes from blasting at /it for more than &
full . y- i !

. |

Eigip Ships Join Convoy

‘On Tuesday! gllied gircraft braved the rains and clouds te

ishi at the convoy, which at that time consisted jof 14 ships, sinking
or damaging four of them. {

Ejght more vVessels joined the enemy column Wednesday after-
noofi,| the communique sdid, making it one of the most powerful
co
bat

War Fund Hits
27 per Cent

2nd pay

With $8523.41) of the | $31,000
city minimum attained, Red
: campaigners in

Cross |
27 per |cent of

| War
er‘nudny _as

ront.

“The battle of the Bismarck dea
now has been decided,” the com-
munique said.

“We' have achieved a viclory of.

the proportions of a major dis- .
aster to the enemy. His entire
force was practically destroyed.

“His naval component consisted
of 22 vessels, comprising 12 trans-
ports and 10 warships—cruisers or
destroyers.

“They represent lonnage esti-
mated at approximately 90,000
tons. All are punk or sinking.

“His alr eoverage of
force

Salés had met!
their quota
their second
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to » fail to have
aw sults on the
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ever dl?&lched to bring troops to the New Guinea land -~

such completeness as to sssume




