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A
NINETY-SECOND YEAR

Russians Clo

Welfare
Change

In House
Boards _ltlajr Be Cn;;

Wine Bill Defeated;
Milk Move Passes
By RALPH C. CURTIS

The Oregon house of repre-
sentatives faces today a vote on
the explosive issue of reducing
county. welfare commissions’
personnel from the present
seven, to three—eliminating the
four appointed by the governor.
The bill, one of a group intro-
duced by Rep. J. D. Perry, Colum-
bia, would make the welfare com-

mission identical in composition
with the county court.

Two others of the seven public
welfare bills which Perry intro-
duced in one group also are up
for third reading today. One would
eliminate the requirement that
grants of assistance shall be sub-

LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Third readings Thursday:

In House: HB 89, 100, 109, 110,
112, 104, 196, 223, 224, 261, 276,
301, 320, 331. SB 8, 40, 56, 78,
87, 91, 101, 121.

In Senmate: SB 90, 136. HB 59,

fare commission; the other deals

Thus today might fittingly be
denominated “public welfare” day
in the house, just as Wednesday
vwas “liquid refreshments” day in
the senate,

Defeat of Rep. H. R. Jones'
wine-over-the-bar bill was Wed-
nesday’s highlight, the paucity of
its support in the senate the day's
major surprise. The bill was bur-
fed under a 24-to-4 adverse vote,
those supporting it being Sens,
Fred Lamport, Thomas Parkin-
son, Rex Ellis and Thomas R. Ma-
honey—the last-mentioned chang-
ing his vote to “aye™ after the
roll-eall.

Sen. Lamport, disclaiming any
desire to let the bars down on
Jiguor control and mentioning
that he personally favored a ban
on fortified wines, bespoke sup-
port of this measure as one de-
signed to assist Oregon berry and
fruit growers. He said it had the
backing of all berry growers’ co-
operatives in Marion county. He
also contended that on a price
basis, wine was less intoxicating
than beer, and that in Washing-
ton and California where natural
wities are sold by the drink, there
§2 less insanity from use of for-
titied winés than in Oregon.

Sen. P. J, Stadelman, Wasco,
described the bill as a step to-
ward the “open saloon.” He said
he had received 71 letters oppos-
ing it, only 11 in its support; that
Columbia river fruit growers op-
posed it, that it would discrimi-

for 90 per cent of the drunken-
encountered by Washi
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Crangc Urges
Pay-As-Go Tax

Witness Opposes
Paying Over One
Year at a Time

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10 -(B
Fred Brenckman, representing the
national grange, Wednesday urged
quick adoption of a pay-as-you-go
income tax system, but emphatic-
ally opposed “paying more than
one year's income taxes at a time.”

“l shall not speak specifically
for the Ruml plan,” he told the
house ways and means committee.
“Any sound and workable plan
which permits the taxpayer to pay
his tax in the year his income is
earned will be satisfactory to us.

“We oppose paying more than
one year's income taxes at a time."

Beardsley Ruml, chairman of
the Federal! Reserve bank of New
York, has proposed that the 1942
tax year be by-passed in attain-
ing a current tax collection sy»
tem.

Several of the 25 commiliee
members, . Chailrman
Deaghtén (DONC), “venewed
thelr opposition te wiping oui
all of last year's tax obligations.

When Xenneth C. Richmond,
chairman of the taxation commit-
tee of the National Retail Dry
Goods association, endorsed the
principle of “seiting the tax clock
forward one year” as advocated
by Ruml, Doughton interposed:

“l don't think the taxpayers of
this country want to hop, skip or

(Tur: to Page 2—Story C)

Nazi Troops
Rush Coast
Defenses

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 10-(P
German troops have taken up de-
fensive positions in fortified areas
of western Europe because their
military leadership expects a
large-scale Anglo-American ac-
tion in the coming months, the
Berlin correspondent of the Da-
gens Nyheter said Wednesday,
guoting “well - informed German
sources.”

“It is evident the allies will try
an invasion as soon as possible
before the Russian offensive loses
momentum,” the correspondent
quoted them as saying.

He added that “It shouldn't be
surprising if the invasion occurs
at points where the biggest Ger-
man U-boat bases are situated
on the Atlantic coast.”

It was claimed that fortifica-
tion work is bing rushed day and
night.

Field Marshal General Karl
Rudolf Gerd von Rundstedt has
just finished a tour of inspection
of French defenses on the Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean, the report
added.

Fance (Algiers) recorded by the

Coﬁtracts
Hit By
Order

Under 48-Hour Week
Revoked in Areas
Despite Agreement
By CHARLES MOLONY

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10-(#)
The war manpower commission

announced Wednesday night
that the 48 -hour minimaom
work week order revokes in

the areas affected any labor

contract provisions which ecall
for a shorter working period.

In a statement clarifying the
effect of President Roosevelt’s or-
der, which it is charged with en-
forcing, the WMC also said:

Payment of time and eone-
hailf evertime compensation for
work over 40 hours a week will
not be required for some work- _
ers. These include farm weork-
ers, domestic servanis and
others for whom such compen-
sation is net provided by wage-
hour laws or individual or col-
lective bargaining agreements

A “few industries” may be put
under terms of the order on an
industry-wide rather than an area
basis where plants in areas not
affected by the order would gain
a competitive advantage in labor
costs over plants inaffected areas.

“Somje” hazardous occupations
or industry may be exempted.

While the office of price ad-
ministration will determine if
price ceilings should be lifted to
cover increases in labor costs re-
sulting from the order, “it is un-
likely that inéreased labor cost
will add more than a small frac-
tion to the cost of production.”

State and local governments
should adopt the 48-hour week
unless their hours of work are

|fixed by state or local laws. The
order will not apply to establish-
ments, such as bars in"many states,
whose hours are limited by state
law.

When employers or workers
coniend the 48-hour week s

“impossible” for them, the
WMC “will Investigate and
make exceptions or exemptions
so as fo make peossible the full-
est possible contribution te the
war,”

In deciding such cases, the WMC
will bear in mind that “the pur-
pose of the order is to release
workers for war and essential
jobs. Mere increase of hours that
will not result in this was not
intended.”

The official statement confirm-
ed assertions made earlier and
anonymously by a WMC official

(Turn to Page 2—Story E)

Dies’ Probe
Wins 2-Year

Extension

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10 (A
The house committee on un-Am-
erican activities won a two-year
extension of its life Wednesday by
a vote of 302 to 94.

Immediately after the house
vote, Chairman Dies (D-Tex) said
the group would “continue to ex-
ercise the vigilance it has exer-
cised in the past to protect the
American form of government
against subversive elements.”

The 94 “No” votes represented
the largest opposition eyer record-
ed against the committee.

Opponents, including Reps. Rog-
ers (D-Calif), son of the late Will
Rogers, and Voorhis (D-Calif), a
member of the commitiee, based
their opposition on the contention
the Dies group had promoted dis-
unity and lacked tolerance. Voor-
his requested that he not be re-
tained on the committee because
bhe could not agree with commit-
tee policies.

Proponenis argued the war
made it more necessary than ever
that the nation be kept on guard
against un-Americanism.

Representatives voting to con-
tinue the Dies committee ineluded
Angell, Moit and Stockman, re-
publicans,

These Supplies Got There in Time

E

PGE Turns Down State’s
Power Counter-Offer;
Scott Hints ‘Hold-Back’

Six months of negotiation between the state board of con-
trol and Portland General Electrie company over a new contract
for supplying state buildings and institutions with electric power
appeared at an unsuccessful end Wednesday when the PGE board
of directors announced in Portland its rejection of the state's

last counter-offer.

‘Meafiwhile paying the old
hour for its power, & mijority of
the board has been persistently
demanding a 7.5-mill contraet or
an 8-mill running account rate.

State Treas. Leslie M. Scoil
Wednesday night, said he could-
n't speak for the other tweo con
trol board members but
ed that the state’s next
might be to pay at only
eight-mill rate and let the
company see what it could de
fe colleet any mere.

Purchase of Bonneville power
was discussed by the board of
control early in the negotiations.
The private power company then
conducted a survey In what it
said was an effort to determine
what would be the cost to the
state of buying Benneville elec-
tricity and supplying state insti-
tutions over state-constructed dis-
tribution lines. On this basis, the
company offered to supply the
power for 8.65 mills.

Ensuing negotiations resulted in
an offer from the company, its
final offer on the basis of Wed-
nesday’s decision, to supply power
at 8.5 mills under a five-year con-
tract carrying a one-yesr cancel-
lation clause effective after the
WEr,

The 8.5-mill offer was rejected
by the state board late last month.

The PGE board declared by
resolution Wednesday that the
representatives of the company
“have offered the lowest rate
which under any theory of ap-
proach could possibly be calcu-
lated” and one that “embodies the
lowest rate structure which is com-
pany is able to offer.”
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WASHINGTON, Feb, 10 -/
An eight-year-old
tion of the federal communica-
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rate of 11.5 mills per kilowatt

Gandhi Starts
21-Day Fast
In Protest

BOMEBAY, Feb. 10-(#)-With In-
dia apprehensively alert, Mohan-
das K. Gandhi started a 21-day
hunger strike Wednesday—to sub-
sist on citrus fruit juice mixed
with water but not to “fast unto
death” as he threatened on pre-
vious absententions—in protest
against his confinement behind
barbed wire in the palace of the
Aga Khan at Poona.

The 73-year-old, wispy patri-
arch imposed the limited diet upon
himself after long correspondence
with Lord Linlithgow in which the
viceroy advised against it for rea-
scns of health and then added
bluntly that it constitutes “politi-
cal black mail for which there
can be no moral justification.”

Gandhi went ahead with the
joint objective of compelling the
government to alter its policy of
locking up members of the All-
India Congress party “for the du-
ration” and in protest against the
“leonine viclence” which Gandhi
accused the government of using
to suppress the civil disobedience
campaign.

News of the latest of Gandhi’s
dramatic hunger strikes, which set
the authorities on the watch for
disturbances which nigh. t result,

Alexander Says Line
Of Rommel Can Be
Turned; Planes Hit

LONDON, Feb. 10 () The
promise of an imminent attack on
Marshal Erwin Rommel was seen
in the anmouncement of Gen. Sir
Harold Alexander in Cairo Wed-
that the British Eighth
rolling 1 :.T into Tu-

while Ameri bombers
new fighter plane teams from
north African bases kept up
heavy assault
enemy's forces have been
completely eliminated from Egypt,
from Cyrenaica, Libya and Tripo-
litania and the Eighth army is
advancing,” the British middle
east commander told a press con-
ference in Cairo,

Gen, Alexander expressed the
opinion that the Mareth line 65
miles inside Tunisia and eomly
40 miles long, could be easily
turmed by motorized forces
sweeping around its ends, but
bhe did not say the line was now
under atiack.

However, he expressed the be-
lief that Marshal Erwin Rommel
would husband his depleted Italian
and German forces behind that
system of French fortifications as
long as he was not threatened
with being cut off.

The German radioc has been
heralding an impending attack
from the east for several days, and
the Italian high command's com-
munique Wednesday betrayed axis

(Turn to Page 2—Story B)

Draft Supply
Near Signup

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10 —(F)
The office of war information re-
ported Wednesday that the 48
states are supplying men to the
armed forces in ratios “surpris-
ingly close” to their total num-
ber of draft registrantis.

New York, with 10.48 per cent
of the nation's registrants, was
credited with furnishing 10.93 per
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Japs Pushed

Force Destroyed;
Artillery Batters
Enemy Retreat

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN

called Japen's mikado a liar, say-
ing Gen. Tomatari Horii and his
army did not evacuate the Buna
area of New Guinea at the end
of January as the Japanese claim-
ed but “perished.”

This pointed commentary was
included along with the announce-
ment of a fresh allied ground viec-
tory on the approaches to Sala-
maua and Lae, the next Jap bases
of importance since the victory
at Buna sealed triumph for the
allies in the Papuan peninsula.
The communique announced that
the main Jap force has been en-

35 miles southwest of Salamaua,
and forced back for six miles, af-
ter which our artillery continued
to pour it on the retreating enemy.
The communique’s blunt giving
(Turn to Page 2—Story A)

Nazi Fighters
Strafe Towns
In Britain

LONDON, Feb. 10.-(#)In the
widest-spread raids since the Bat-
tle of Britain, German planes, be-
lieved to include a new type fight-
er-bomber, bombed and machine-
gunned 20 towns Wedhesday, hit-
ting a school, churches, houses,
stores and a restaurant and. kill-
ing a number of persons and in-
juring many others.

It was a raid carried out in the
latest German fashion—the big-
gest buildings in sight were made
the targets as they came within
view of the speeding planes. De-
spite the wide area covered, the
enemy force was believed not to
have exceeded ten planes, three
of which were destroyed.

Meanwhile, the RAF was pound-
ing railroad yards at Caen,
France.

The attacking planes were be-
lieved to have included a new
type described only Wednesday
by the ministry of aircraft pro-
duction, a heavily-armed Messer-
schmitt, the ME 201A-1, which
carried 2,200 pounds of bombs and
can be employed as a long-range
fighter, dive-bomber or ground-
strafer. It is a fast ship carrying a
crew of two.

10 on River
Boat Missing

PORTLAND, Feb. 11 —(¥)
Ten persons were missing early
Thursday morning after the 50-
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capture of Chuguyev,
miles southeast of the threaten-
ed city, and the oceupation o
Volchansk, only 36 miles to the
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