ollows First

Trucl.iers;
Railmen
Squabble

Permanent Boosting
Of Truck Limits

Sought in Bill

Trucks collided with trains,
figuratively, and motives were
freely questioned on both sides

8s the Oregon house of repre-
sentatives’ committee on high-
ways and highway revenue held

public hearing Wednesday on
the “long truck”™ bill, whose
purport is to enact as a statute
the provisions of a war emerg-
ency highway commission order
under which 60-foot truck-irailer
units are now operating on cer-
tain Oregon highways.

Spokesmen for the truck opera-
tors, including former Gov. Os-
wald West and James F. Morrell,
explained that permanent legisla-
tion is sought for the reason that
Oregon truckmen do not feel jus-
tified in rebuilding their trucks,
at great expense, to take ad-
vantage of the more liberal pro-
visions of the emergency order,
in th> knowledge that when peace
returns the process may have to
be reversed.

against
legislation on the subject at this
was presented by Alfred A.
Hampson, spokesman for the rail-
road association, who also criti-
cized the bill's provisions, saying
it was “a bad bill” structurally in
that the load limit is arrived at
by formula rather than made defi-
nite, and the safeguards against
operation on roads which such

loads would damage, are ambigu-
ous.

R. H. Baldock, engineer for the
highway commission, testifying at
the committee’s request, said the
commission had no new recom-
mendations on the subject. He
explained that the truck-trailer
units contemplated in the bill may
operate with safety and without
damage on certain designated
highways and not on others, and
mentioned that the bill was not
as carefully-drawn as that which
was before the legislature in 1841,
but should be amended to provide
more safeguards.

Personalities entered the picture
when West charged that F. L.
Phipps, executive secretary of the
Association of Oregon Counties
which had passed a resolution op-
posing such an increase in size and
weight of trucks, was also *“an
attorney for the Union Pacific.”

Phipps took the floor to explain
that he had represented the rail-
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Meat Shops Here
Federal regulations as to num-
ber of meat animals to be killed

during any one month caused two | 3l
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Conference $symies Axis

LONDON, Jan. 27-(#)-The

: &é
Peace Off+ # ive; .
Commar &seen in Africa

By .(ELMAN MORIN

So

ive; Over-all

1943 world strategy conference

of President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill at Casa-
blanca has forestalled a new German peace offensive, observers
said Wednesday, and informed quarters said the immeédiate re-

sult is likely to be the announcement of an over-all command
for the impending battle of Tunisia. :

An unofficial American source reported that full agreement

Changc Talked
In Exeise Tax

Amending the state corporation
excise tax law so0 as to collect from
public utilities, which now pay
only property taxes, was discussed
at Wednesday night's session of
the daily hearings being conduct-
ed by the house taxation and rev-
enue committee of the Oregen
legislature with pro and con argu-
ments rather evenly balanced. But
in relation to Gov. Earl Snell’s
proposal that the proceeds of this
extension be utilized to supple-
ment old age assistance benefits,
scant enthusiasm was evidenced
when it developed that the addi-
tional revenue would not exceed
$500,000 at present and would
amount to much less in normal
times.

Oddly-enough, no one mentioned
couldn’t be done legally without
making a fundamental change in
the excise tax law, one which
many citizens would consider an
extremely dangerous precedent;
and that by one interpretation, it
couldn’t be done without amend-
ing the state constitution.

Sole spokesman for the wiili-
ties, Allan Smith, veiced ne pro-
test against such additional fax-
ation but did make the point
that the privately-owned wutili-
ties would advocate the inclu-
sion on an equal basis of the
PUD, REA and eother publicly-.
owned utllities. He along with
others made the point that the
tax would really be paid by the
uitimate consumer, and it was
his contention that the patrons
of privately ~-owmned utilities
should mnet bear this burden
alone.

Of the excise tax in general
Tax Commissioner Earl Fisher

(Turn to Page 2—D)

Lebanon Mill
Hearing On

PORTLAND, Jan. 27 —(#)- The
strike of AFL lumber and saw-
mill workers at the Evans Pro-
ducts company plant in Lebanon
January 12 was called after the
company laid off the night shift,
testimony revealed here Wednes-

John B. McCourt, attorney, act-

ed as referee for the west coast
lumber commission at the hearing
and will report to the commission.
Union officials said 225 of the
700 mill workers were laid off.
Company spokesmen contended
insufficient logs were available
for three shifts. Questions of sen-
jority also were involved.

was reached at Casablanca on a
commander to take charge of
British forces driving from the
east and British, American and

French armies in Tunisia.

While parts of the British press
obviously had expected disclosure
of more concrete results toward
establishment of a unifted nations
war council for all theatres and
a French unity, buoyant members
of parliament expressed confi-
dence that developments of the
utmost importance soon would
become evident.

Political observers said indica-
tions that Adolf Hitler would of-
fer a compromise peace as part

of his 1943 plans had been mul-
tiplying for a month. Unconfirmed
but persistent reports said his prog
posals were to be made through
non-belligerent Spain and would
contain an offer to withdraw
from western Europe while re-
taining territories occupied in
Poland, Russia and the Balkans.

Thus the Casablanca declara-
tion that the united nations would
be satisfied with nething short
of the unconditions]l surrender of
Germany, Italy and Japan was
viewed as having smashed this

peace offensive before it could
even get started.
It was expected also that the

(Turn to Page 2—B)

Tojo Asserts
Japs Battle
For Security

By The Associated Press

Premier Hideki Tojo told a re-
convened session of the Japanese
diet Thursday that Japan is wag-
ing war ‘“to enable all countries
each in its proper place and all
peoples to live their lives in peace
and security,” and said that Jap-
an in pursuance of this ideal was
marching “to crush the United
States and Britain,” the Japanese
radio reported.

The broadcast, recorded by the
Associated Press, said Tojo de-
clared Japan was in the midst of
a war of “unprecedented scale”
against both the United States and
Britain, which he said “vaunt their
wealth and strength to the world,”
in order “to destroy their sinister
ambitions to dominate the world.”

The empire, he said, has had
this goal of “peace and security”
for 3000 years, and “it is also to
realize this great ideal that the na-
tion with a hundred million united
people in humble obedience to the
imperial command is declaring
war and marching to crush the
United States and Britain.”

Reviewing the first year of war
in greater East Asia, Premier Tojo

Murder
Charged |
Folkes

Train Second Cook
Confesses, Then
Denies Slaying

By FRED HAMPSON

ALBANY, Ore., Jan. 27-(®)
The second cook of the South-

was charged Wednesday with
the ‘slaying of the handsome
young navy bride in lower 13.
The break in the fiction-like
“murder on the mainline” mys-

tery came with the unexpected
filing by Linn County District At-
torney Harlow L. Weinrick of a
first-degree murder charge against
Robert L. Folkes, 20-year-old
negro, arrested in Los Angeles as
the train ended its 1800-mile run
through Oregon and California.

Police Capt. Verne Rasmus-
sen sald in Los Angeles after
the charge was filed that Folkes
confessed slashing the throat of
blonde Mrs. Martha Virginia
Brinson James as she lay in her
berith in sleeper D while the
train rolled through snow-man-
tied Linn countiy in the eariy-
morning darkness Saturday.
Rasmussen sald, however, that
Folkes retracted his admission
of killing the 21-year-old
daughier of a prominent Nor-
folk, Va., family.

Until he could study the con-
fession, Weinrick declined to re-
lease it for publication. He dis-
closed, however, that Folkes told
Los Angeles police that he used
b e

at
Folkes was’ quotg as replying:
“That knife never will -be

found.”

Weinrick commented, “He will
be surprised on that score.”

The murder charge was filed
in justice court shortly after
Weinrick said he expected a break
would come only after the arrival
of passengers from California for
questioning. Weinrick said Folkes,
held by Los Angeles police for
return here, would be denied bail.

Mrs. James, married only four
months ago to Ensign Richard F.
James, also a member of & prom-
inent Virginia family, was slain,
officers said, by a sharp knife—
possibly a pocket knife—wielded
by a right-handed attacker.

If the death weapon has been
recovered, police have net dis-
closed that faet. Nor have they
announced determination of a
metive for the crime. They had

" established however thati Mrs.
James was neither raped nor
robbed. Her purse, cemniaining
$112, was found in her berth.

The investigation that followed
the discovery of her body, slumped
in the car aisle with blood spurt-
ing from a cut that started behind
her left ear and extended to the
front of her mneck, followed the
train as it thundered from Oregon
into California.

Oregon state police took charge
immediately. They were aided by
sheriff’s officers, police of cilies
from Seattle to San Diego and
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Allied Losses
Half of Japps’.

+Casualties Counted

In Papua Campaign;
‘Raids Widespread

ALLITED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA, Thursday, Jan. 28
{(#)~Gen. Douglas MacArthur. an-
nounced Thursday that allied cas-
ualties in the victorious Papuan
land campaign in New Guinea,
ineluding numerous cases from
natural illness, were less than half
the losses of the defeated Japan-
esé. Previous announcements had
sald a Japanese Papuan army of

-/ 15,000 had been annihilated.

"The general pointed out in his
noon communique that “these fig-
ures reverse the usual results of
a ground offensive . . . when
losses of the attacker usually are
(Turn to Page 2—E)

Allies Retake

L ] .
Vital Spots

® [ ]

In Tunisia
- LONDON, Jan. 27 ()~ Amid
gathering signs that a final offen-
sive to drive the axis out of north
Africa may be near the allied
North African command disclosed
Wednesday the recapture of sev-
eral central Tunisian positions
with which the enemy had sought
to form a line to protect the flank
of Marshal Rommel’s reireat into
Tunisia from Libya.
The British command in Cairo
announced that contact had been
made with Rommel's rearguards
as early as Tuesday somewhere
west of Zauia, which itself is 30
miles beyond fallen Tripoli — the
first contact reported in three
days.
In Tunisia, the allied communi-
que announced that a number of
positions in the Ousseltia valley
and in the mountains to the east
had been regained — by the at-
tacks of American troops who
went to the support of the French,
it was disclosed authoritatively—
and were being consolidated.
An allied spokesman said in
supplement:
“Now we hold the Kairouian-

in the convey

Reds Capture 335
From Trapped Army

By The Associated Press
LONDON, Jan. 27—Russian troops have captured 3350 more

Stalingrad, leaving fewer than 8650 doomed troops on the Volgn.
while in the continuing offensive to the west ancther red army

salient has been driven to a point 60 miles from Rostov, and 80
miles from Kursk, two big nazi bases, Moscow said Wednesday

50 miles southwest of Voronezh.

Berlin Avers
Soviets Push
8th Offense

sector northwest of Voronezh be-
gan attacking German lines Tues-
day with “considerable forces”
the Berlin radio said Wednesday
night in a broadcast recorded by
the Associated Press.

If this report is true, the red
army now has opened its eighth
major offensive against the axis
on a front extending wvirtually
clear across Russia. German
broadecasts frequently have an-
nounced the red army's blows
ahead of Moscow announcements.

The German military commen-
tator, Capt. Ludwig Sertorius, was
quoted by the Berlin radio as say-
ing that the southern Russian of-
fensive below Voronezh now had
“overlapped” the- central front
northwest of that hinge city, and
“thus the central sector has been
drawn into the great battle of the
mm'” .

said, “but it cannot yet be
stated whether this means a shift
in the center of gravity of their
offensive or whether the main

be aimed in the old direction, that
is, towards the Donets basin and
Rostov.”

mittte put a 13 to 10 stamp of ap-
Wednesday on President
Roosevelt’s nomination of Edward
J. Flynn to be minister to Aus-
tralia, and sent it along to a doubt-
ful fate in the senate.

Three democrats— Senators
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