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state—or probable fate.

them in so many words, saving the aforemen-
wmhﬁm—hgood.

advance support of that appraisal, he cited
these creditable achievements and favorable

. The state of the union—the president told
¢ In

-y

On the war fronts, we have stopped the
enemy’s advance; we have shifted to the attack.
| ©On the home front, we are producing more
armament, munitions and war supplies than the
ﬁltire axis,

We have kept faith with our allies, both as
to supply and as to our active share in the
fighting. .

There is reasonable assurance that by the
end of 1943 we shall be nearer to Berlin, Rome
and Tokyo than we were at its beginning.

The inventory included much more, and pre-
pented it in greater detail. There was the defi-
nite promise that we shall strike again—though
the president said ‘“next”"—by land in Europe,
and that despite the strengthened resistance,
the enemy will be driven from his last beach-
head in Africa. :

But there were three other matters upon
which the people expected, and received, a re-
port. One had to do with government effici-
ency; specifically with rationing and question-
naires and red tape. Justifiably we think, the
president pointed to the difficulty of “doing big
things for the first time” and affirmed that in
the circumstances, mistakes were inevitable.
Yet it ‘was our impression that in this phase of
his address the president was more than a little
apologetic—more apologetic than the volume
of criticism warranted, unless he was thinking
of the election returns rather than direct criti-
ecism of his administration. .

For a second point, the people were waiting
to hear what he might say about “social gains”
~—the more eagerly since it was known he had
been advised against advocacy of further “lib-
eral” reforms, Well, you know Mr. Roosevelt
and his Dutch antecedents. He just had to take
the dare—but he didn't take it any-farther than
necessary.

Third point was his attitude toward a po-
litical independent congress. In the address
there was not the slightest hint, either that
he intended to bend congress to his will or that
he expected trouble from it. Encouraging was
his declaration that in wartime the warious
blocs” should forego their political and eco-
nomic differences”—assuming he meant all of
them, including his own, For the rest, his atti-
tude was one of confidence that in the face of

i

a task requiring the best efforts of all, there

must be and will be harmony and cooperation.
In matters directly affecting progress toward
wvictory, there had better be.

Drinking Water and Floods

“Water, water everywhere, but not a drop
to drink.” If the paradox of the thirsty ship-
wrecked sailor’s plight were not so familiar,
the similar current misfortune of numerous
Willamette wvalley communities would seem
more remarkable. *

Water in the basement, water ruining the
dining room furniture—but not a ‘drop fit to
drink. Water systems out of commission, wheth-
er the source is the river, or a tributary, or
even springs or wells. Turbid and unsafe river
water in the mains; pumping systems ruined or
dismantled to avoid ruin.

Salem—though we knock gently on wood—
is an exception. No pumping system, except a
small one serving one elevated area, to get
out of commission. And the source
contamination under any probable
cumstances. A flood which might
too great a portion of that island in
Santiam is conceivable but it would

free
set of

(every possible calamity, such an occurrence
~would reflect no discredit upon the judgment
‘of the engineers and city officials who recom-
m and approved this Stayton island

~ As it is, we have-a water supply not omly

satisfactory as to quality but, as the past week’s

demonstrate,
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News Behind
the News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6—The outgoing Mr. Leon
Henderson and the remaining fuel oil rationers
h ve not the slightest idea what they have done
to the average individual home owner.

Their statements before the senate cil-gas com-

L mittee rang the same old notes
about “not being tough
enough,” “people not cooperat-
ing,” and “stronger rationing
to come.”

They are all good, genial,
conscientious men, but they are
thinking in terms of national
supplies, area quotas, and soul-
less statistics. They simply do
not wunderstand the human
problems they have put on the
average man.

Personal case histories are
scarce. No one furnishes them
~ in the debate. But I will tell
mine and prove it with documentary evidence, if
it will. bring these offifials any nearer a realiza-
tion of the human problem in which they have
involved the nation. .

It is an average case, not nearly as bad as many
but it shows such a condition of confusion and
misunderstanding ag almost to defy solution.

I spent some hours filling out their long blanks
and measuring the square footage of each room
of my house last fall OPA announcements said
they intended to allot two-thirds as much oil this
year as last.

Their publicity men gave out fancy stories about
how Mr, Henderson's smart young men had work-
ed out a complex formula based on weather for
the last ten years so everyone would get his proper
share.

But when my coupons came back, the cut was
50 per cent. My last year's bills showed consump-
tion of 4325 gallons in the mildest Washington
winter of a decade, but my allocation was 2200
gallons for what is proving to be the worst winter
in the same period.

Right there, I found Mr. Henderson's smart
young men were not smart for me. Instead of
measuring cubie footage of rooms, as every heating
man does when installing a furnace, they measure
floor space only.

The people in our neighborhood with low ceil-
ings, in some cases, got more oil than they needed,
whereas the man with high ceilings did not get
enough to run the winter at any temperature.
Studio living rooms, with two story ceilings, left
some dwellers with a pittance.

My oi]l dealer informed me there was no use
going to the rationing board even today. It was
a madhouse. As late as this, it had not been able
to allocate coupons to all the people, so there was
no need to seek reconsideration. Clerks had large-
ly volunteered, were untrained and the average
of mistakes was high.

Luckily, I had a vacation in December, so 1
closed the house for a month and went away to
us~ the heat of others. Coming back, I felt com-
forted by announcements from OPA that all Wash-
ington dealers had enough oil, although I could
hardly reconcile this with the news in the same
paper that the British embassy had no heat for
several days.

My dealer thereupon informed me the value of
my coupons had been cut 10 per cent and anyway
he would have no oil for “three or four days,” al-
though there were only ten gallons in my tank.
The only other oil dealer in town had plenty, but
OPA had issued a regulation preventing him from
serving any except his old customers. The govern-
ment had prevented him from serving me.

There I learned the problem of. the oil dealer
was worse than mine. Less than one-fifth of his
drivers generally showed up on Monday, because
increased pay allowed them to take more time off
without losing salary.

gasoline, tire life, hours driven, concerning each
truck, and it was almost impossible for the dealer
to answer the telephone, much less to maintain an
orderly business.

So I closed off all except a couple of rooms in

oil before seeking other shelter, although all hotels,
apartments, and boarding houses in this locality
are filled to overflowing.

Even then, as I waited, the afternoon editions
carried government warnings urging more con-
version to coal and threatemed dire conseguences
unless apartment houses did so. I became acquaint-
ed with the “conversion to coal” song of Mr. Ickes
last year when I tried to convert my furnace. My
furnace dealer informed me:

“Oh,tlnt'ljl.utMnkﬁnmmthhndlu
out. You would have to get a whole new furnace
and no furnaces have been manufactured. We
simply cannot get them, or even get conversion
grates.”

His desk mow is stacked two feet high with

orders for heating
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' Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

Mrs. L. T. R. writes that she
and her husband have taken a
small new place for the duration.
The lawn has been planted but
there are no shrubs or flowers
around it. She writes that she
doesn't want to put in perman-
ent expensive plantings but
would like some color next sum-
mer as she has always-had a nice
garden around her old home. She
wants to know what to do with-
out too much expense.

Answer: Annuals would prob-
ably be the best solution. Of
course she could purchase some
of the smaller, cheaper shrubs,
many of which give good results
the first year. Or perhaps the
owner would be willing to add
a few to improve the home.

But annuals will give: _color,
can be had cheaply and produce
at once. As soon as the ground is
warm encugh purchase plants of
nicitiana, marigolds, petunias,
snapdragons, calendulas, zinnias
—all the well known varieties. If
seeds are to be used, plant them
in flats this month. In setting
them out, remember betier re-
sults are had by mass colors, ra-
ther than by planting singly. For
instance a bed of the canary
bird or the Indian summer
snapdragons — jor if planted in
borders, group the same varie-
ties together.

interpreting the War New

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman
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to show that American sea as
well as air patrols are widely
‘and aggressively on the alert. If
2 mass Japanese sailing from the

Your Federal
income Tax

Ne. 8
THE VICTORY TAX

The victory tax is a temporary
in come tax, additional to the
revenue act of 1942, It is payable
upon income for the year 1043;
consequently tax-payers will
find no reference to it in the in-
come tax returns for the year
1942 which are now being sent
out by collectors of internal re-
venue, However, payments on
account of victory tax will be
made currently, by deductions,
or “withholding” from wage
payments made after December
31, 1842. The amounts of the
paymentis are required to be de-
ducted by the employer, and re-
mitted quarterly to the collector
of internal revenue. When the
tax-payer makes his income and
victory tax return for the year
1943 (due in 1944) he will show
in his return the amount that
has been withheld by his em-
ployer and claim credit for this
amount in his return.

The amount withheld by the
employer is 5 per cent of each
wage payment in excess of the
* withholding deduction™ is an
exemption from tax on the first
$624 of “victory tax net income”
for the year, or the proportionate
amount corresponding to the
pay - roll period. Thus, for an
employee paid weekly, the
amount withheld on account of
victory tax is 5 per cent of the
amount of the wage payment
in excess of $12. A table of ap-
proximate amounts may be used
by employers for computing this
deduction. For example, the ta-
ble provides that on weekly wage
payments over $12 and not over
$16, the amount withheld is 10
cents, and on weekly wage pay-
ments over $18 and not over
$20 the amount withheld is 30
cen ts. Corresponding amounts
are withheld for wage payments
of other amounts and for other
pay-roll periods.

The amount withheld is com-
puted upon the total remunera-
tion ~f the employee for the
period (in excess of the with-
holding deduction), including
remuneration in form other than
cash. Thus, if board and lodging
are parf of the employee's re-
muneration, the cash value of
the board and lodging must be
included in computing the
amount to be withheld.

Employers are required to fur-
nish employees a statement of
victory tax withheld. These

Sanson
asked gravely, “of what that
meang to me and to this contest?
A competitor for the Golden

“l thought this was a land,”
she said bitterly, “where every-
one’s innocence was presumed
until guilt was proven. Grand-
pa Carfax told me so. Have you
thought of the resulis to me if

“Is business the highest law?
What about the finer law, Chico,
that commands us all to protect
the innocent? I assure you I
will be able to prove I did not

— The
Safety Valve
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