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| that the able and well-informed speaker at
. this week's chamber of commerce luncheon
~ prefaced his of the post-war busi-
- of Comedy and Tragedy which adorned the
~ proscenium arch of the old-time theatre, and

_ of Comedy, or in other words, optimism. It is
well to recognize that in real life, most of the
faces you see reflect neither extreme.

Though there was a great deal of meat in
-  what Mr., MacLachlan said and none of it was
: bologna, it is our impression that he drew an
] over-simplified crayon picture of a future which
. cannot possibly be simple.

! It is true that there will be in the United
war, a vast pent-up demand

goods that a great many people—
tely the sake of his thesis, common
e, wor and farmers—will have saved
to implement that demand. Industry,

it gets cleared for action, will have a
ket for all it can produce. The foreseeable
spell “business boom.”

But—on the day shooting ceases, there will
be thirty million Americans facing the immi-
nent prospect of a change i occupation. Thirty
million in uniform or producing for war. Grant-
ing that wisdom dictates retention of a con-
giderable number in uniform and the continu-
ance of armament manufacture, it is a fair as-
sumption that fifteen million will have to shift
occupations within two years.

Well, industry will do its best to absorb
them. Industry remembers quite vividly what
happens when it fails. The recent sessions of the
National "Association of Manufacturers were
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But there will be other complexities. A
national debt in twelve figures; the necessity
for high taxation to meet interest charges
alone; some unceriainty as to government’s
i~ attitude even though Paul Mallon assures us
" “the new deal is dead;” and greater than all
| else, the riddle of world reconstruction, for
" which no one yet has offered a solution satis-
" factory even to himself. What follows the war
. will depend quite extensively upon the shape
of the peace.

So—after the war there will be great activi-
ty. There will be eager markets. There will be
record-breaking production. But there also will
: be dislocation, and some unemployment; of
. what duration, will depend upon the planners.

There will be prosperity for some; life will be
i difficult and uncertain for all. There will be
l, new problems, new battles, new perils to be
: faced; struggles in which the individual and
society may experience either victory or de-
feat.
Prosperity? Let's hope there will be reason-
able prosperity; let’'s hope there will not be
: unprecedented, undreamed-of prosperity. We
. don't think we'd be able to stand it; we're cer-
\ | fain it wouldn't be good for us.

H We Weren’tat War. . .

l The seventy eighth congress has convened;
; the first non-new deal congress in a decade.
i The democratic party has a majority of nine in
I the senate and five in the house, but the new
I deal has a majority in neither.
} Just try to imagine what the nation would
be facing, had this political revolution occurred
in peacetime. The new deal organism paralyzed
in its right, legislative army, scrambling desper-
% ately to keep functioning by using its head, the
executive branch, and its left arm, the judici-
; ary. Nothing less than a pitched battle would
; ensue, and its daily skirmishes would monopo-
1 lize the front page banners now devoted to the
mazis' retreat across the frozen steppes.
* Just how that battle would have turned out,
1o gne may say. Nor may the more significant
result, the struggle’s effect upon the American
people’s welfare, be measured even approxi-
-mately.
For, though new dealers are in the minority,
Do group organized or otherwise disposed to
agree internally is in the majority. A working
| eoalition in opposition to the new deal might
| be formed; may be formed in the present sit-
uation. One may suspect that it would “hang
fogether” only to the extent of opposing new
deal objectives. It is unlikely that it would
offer a positive leadership. If our analysis is
correct there would be—except for the war—
a stalemate in the legislative branch while the
erippled new deal would carry on in the execu-
~ tive branch, unable to move forward toward its
. *“peform™ objectives but well entrenched in
those already attained.
= Offhand, we suspect it's just as well that this
" incomplete smashup of the new deal, if it had to
‘eome, occurred at a time when internal affairs
and social theories were distinctly secondary in
. importance; when the outstanding national ob-
- Jective was one upon which there was non-

possibly no noticeable clash of any
. pattern already is visible. Speaker
- new dealer that he is, vowed

‘ :':'n;"mbbu stamp.” Even be-
President Roosevelt demanded
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congress convened that it would -

potato skins off speedily and easily with a
solution is now available.
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If you haven’t felt the manpower pinch and
are anxious to encounter it—just try letting a
tire go flat after 7 p.m. and see what luck you
have getting it changed, other than by deoing

. it yourself.

News Behind
the News

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 6—The south would go
republican today, if the republican party offered
an alternative to the existing national democratic
leadership.

I have found, in a trip through five southern
states, irrefutable evidence that
all the south and border states,
with the possible exception of
Florida, are in an extreme con-
dition of psychological political
revolution. I think it is a re-
volt against the use of totali-
tarian methods (centralized
Washington government) in a
democracy

This has nothing to do with
the war cause. Everyone wants
to win it, and nearly everyone
e is helping. In the sparse re-

ports which have been publish-
Faul Malle®  od about the condition, it has
been attributed to racial and some minor religious
feelings.

These sentiments exist widely and dangerously
but, in my opinion, they are sympioms of sounder
causes. True, the opposition has taken that form.

It is impossible to analyze the human heart
to prove the degree to which persons are animated
by various causes but I judge, from personal ob-
servation in talks with innumerable people in all
walks of life, that a wholly new popular convie-
tion about govermment itself is the real cause of
the trouble in the south—and elsewhere.

The whole popular position of the country
seems to have undergone alterations, and the al-
terations have not been sufficiently mnoted in
Washingion.

Up to now, the government has been inclined
to look upon its opposition as a reactionary resist-
ance to its moral crusade. The administration at-
tributed its troubles to the rich, to business and
sometimes to the newspapers and the republicans.

There is now no organized political opposition.
Business is cooperating with the government—or
under it. The rich no longer exist as an entity
or a power. They know that their riches either
have already or soon will vanish under existing
taxation.

The press, as a whole, shows no evidence of
and the republican party, as an organized force
of opposition, is nowhere in evidence on a scale
commensurate with the size of this new popular
sentiment—certainly not in the south.

The administration cannot blame these old
forces now.

The opposition this time is unorganized and un-
stirred by any of the normally functioning political
spoons. It seems to be solely a spontaneous atti-
tude reaching down through the middle classes of
this middle class country.

I think it is the result of the personal experience
of the vast masses with government in this war.
Multitudinous regulations and taxes of centralized
Washington government, which formerly hit the
rich or business, have, for the past year, been
hitting every individual.

Each man has found a new political doctrine from
this personal experience. He has not merely de-
veloped irritations, but he has come in contact
with centralized controls, reforms, “new ways,”
and he has developed a revulsion against cen-
fralized government as an efficient way of running
his democracy. He has learned the inefficiencies
and inequalities first hand.

The administration has indicated 26,000 speakers
may be sent out to explain away this trend. It
will do no good. You cannot explain away by
words something 2 man already has decided from
personal experience.

The weight of the press, the radio and the
movies can have but little effect one way or an-
other. If all were abolished today, or had been
abolished since the start of the war, the dissatis-
faction would be much more widespread than it is

Such new political sentiments always seek a
dramatized outlet of expressions such as the racial
problem in the south (it takes other forms in the
east or west) or jokes about Mrs. Roosevelt and
such comparatively less consequential forms.

True, the race problem is critical. A spark may
touch it off. The south is prepared and will handle
the problem in its own way, regardless of advice
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Troubles of a Sword Swallower
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interpreting the War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman

Hitler has thumbed his armies
in the Caucasus batk out of that
perilous 300 mile deep salient
to avert an even greater dis-
aster than menaces his shiver-
ing forces caught in the Stalin-
grad pocket.

That conclusion is inescaple on
the basis of Moscow advices. It
was frue even before Red Star,
official organ of the Saviet army,
proclaimed a general German
retreat in the Caucasus and Rus-
sian war bulleting detailed the
fast crumbling spearhead of the
mazi threat to the Grozny and
Baku oil fields with recapture to
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of key junctions in the Naichik- Caucasus.
Terek river theatre. There is no If that is true, Russian suc-
other way to explain swift Rus- cesses in folding back the nose
sian advances in that sector. of the Caucasus salient above
Blind nazi of success- Grozny, whether due to a forced
ful “defensive” on all German retreat of sheer Red
active fronts in Russia do more offensive power, is the most no-
to confirm than to challenge the table Russian offemsive achieve-
Moscow versions. ment of the war. That naxi
Hitler has either thinned out thrust down the northern was
his most extended southern front a vital element of Hitler 1943
in the Caucasus to find rein- stragegy. '
forcements for the long and jeo- It was aimed at geiting the
pardized eastern flank of that oil around which his 1942 plans
great salient; or he has ordered were built. : '

tant of all, fuel for his war ma-
chine to meet all the defensive -

couraging aspect of the vast
struggle at this stage to the in-
ner circle of Udited Nation
leadership. The facts about oil
resources have been diffi€ult to
determine, yet many well in-
formed observers have thought
all along that the nazi 1942 of-
fensive was primarily a drive
ussian oil fields in the
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You
another
one—within the next three or

four weeks, weather permifting,
In such a cash, prepare
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