ussians ...
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OPA May Aid
Hop Growers

MecNary Says Listing
Of Essential Sought;
Wire Losers Advised

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6-(&
Senator McNary (R-Ore) said
Tuesday that consideration is be-
ing given Oregon hop growers, hit
by wartime economic conditions
and the recent Willamette valley
floods.

The office of price administra-
tion is considering an amendment
40 the price of ceiling on hops,

fhe ,'m_ I‘.nid, asserting that
- - Jhops : e ¥ an es-
sential commodity if enough pres-

sure is brought to bear in Ore-
gon, Washington and California.

OPA probably will annocunce its
decision on the price ceiling
amendment within a few days, he
said.

McNary advised growers who
lost irellises in the floeds to

apply to the Portland office of
the war production beard for
wire priorities.

The senator also informed Wil-
liam M. Tugman, managing edi-
,tor of the Eugene Register-Guard
that the OPA’s San Francisco of-
fice is studying orders proposing
milk price increases in several
sections of the state.

The regional office, McNary
said he was informed by OPA,
hopes to reach a decision on milk
prices within three or four days.
Areas involved are Astoria and
the lower Columbia river region,
Eugene and vicinity.

Tugman had urged the senator
’ to seek increases of the OPA to
' cover increased production cosis

and prevent destruction of dairy

herds. ’

. " Davis Doubts
- Halsey Stand
For 43 Win

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6-(#)—El-
- gner Davis, whose job is to keep
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Narrow

Rayburn Elected, Promises
. Defense of Legislation,
Flays Division Leaders

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6—{(#)-The 78th congress—dubbed the
“yictory congress” from the rostrum of the house—met Wednes-
day in a mood for solemn united action to win the war and for

_ﬁll'p. insistence upon writing its own laws on domestic issues,
- regardless of the wishes of the White House.

dominated a brief preliminary
session of speech-making and of
organization for the tragically vi-
tal period which lies ahead. They
were expressed by republican
spokesmen, conscious of
greatly reinforced strength. And
they came from the democratic
side of the political barrier as well.
Last fall’s election, with its
wide republican gains, was re-
flected at the outset in the closest
vote for party control of the house
in the last decade. The democrats
won. By 217 to 206, they reelect-
ed Speaker Sam Rayburn.
Isimediately, the temsion of
the situation was broken. Re-
publicans and democrais alike
jumped to their feet in a stormy
and prolonged ovation. And
when Rep. Martin of Massachu-
setls, the defeated republican
neminee for speaker, said it was

pariicularly sppropriate that
this hemor d go fo Ray-
burn em his birthday. the |

pandemonium was remewed.

Someone among the republicans
started chanting “Happy Birthday
to You.” It was quickly picked up
by others and in a moment the
whole house was singing, while
Rayburn stood on the dais, smil-
ing, but merely overcome with
embarrassment and emotion.

This was in vivid contrast with
a later development., Rayburn, ac-
cepting the speakership, referred
to President Roosevelt as the
greatest “war leader” that could
have been found for the present
emergency. The democrats shout-
ed and hand-clapped their noisy
approval. The big republican
membership sat, stony silent, and
bored.

The senate, always the more
sedate of the two bodies, mean-
while went through its historic

(Turn to Page 2—C)

Body of Ace
Boyd Wagner
Found, Plane

JOHNSTOWN, Pa., Jan. 6 —(&)
The war department late Wednes-
day notified the parents of Lt
Col. Boyd “Buzz” Wagner, air
hero of the Philippines, that his
body has been found in his wreck~
ed plane about 25 miles north of
Eglin Field, Fla.

Boyd D. Wagner, the father,
said the telegram from the war
department added that Wagner's

o

‘| theatres as well as race tracks.

NASHINGTON, Jan. 6- (P
resident Roosevell will appear
before a joint session of the
senale and house at 9:30 a. m.,

to

Produce Price
Top Simplified
Fixed Margins Set;
Machinery Ready
To Hit Shortages

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6-(&)
Simplified price ceilings for re-
tail sales of butter, cheese, poul-
try, fresh citrus fruits and bana-
nas were issued Wednesday night
by the office of price administra-
tion. They became effective Jan-
uary 14.

The new ceilings preseribe fixed
margins over the retailer’s net
cost and replace price curbs based
on the highest prices charged in
specified periods in the past.

OPA predicted somewhat lower
retail prices for bananas, little
change in butter and cheese and
slightly higher prices for pouliry
and fresh citrus fruits.

“The new markups represent
refailer’'s normal margins, but re-
flect a material reduction from
the speculative margins secured,
in many ¢ases, during recent
months,” OPA said. The fixed
markups will be figured over spe-
cified dollars and cenis prices,
previously established for import-
ers of bananas, and for processors '
and wholesalers of the other pro-
ducts.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6-(&)r
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard |
reported Wednesday night the
food distribution administration |

(Turn to Page 2—E)

East Forfeits
Use of Autos
For Pleasure

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6 -(&
OPA Wednesday banned pleasure
driving im the east and slashed
the amount of fuel oil that schools,
churches, stores, theatres and oth-
er non-residential establishments
may consume in the 17-state area.

Many such buildings face the
possibility of curtailing their
hours or days of operations un-
der the ovder. OPA left it to the
school boards, store operators and
others in charge of oil-consuming
buildings to determine how they
will meet the reduced fuel ra-
tions.

Amusement places were espec-
ially hard hit. The order forbid-
ding pleasure driving in the east
specifically banned motoring to

|

With this erder certain to cut
down amusement centers’ pa-
fropage and the fuel oll order
threatening to make theatires
and night clubs e¢ool beyond

Use of fuel oil in non-residen-
tial establishments in the east was
curtailed 25 per cent below pres-
ent rations, giving them about 45

Tobaeco
Kit New
Industry

Virginia Firm Packs
Soldier ‘Smokes’
In Salem Plant

Salem’s newest and one of
the city’s largest defense indus-+

bacco kits destined for US seol~
diers overseas, received author-
ization from the army quarter-
master corps Wednesday to tell
of its operation. -

Set up by Larus & Brother,
Inc., nationally-known tobacco
company located at Richmond,
Va., the plant has been running
for two weeks on the main floor
of the Larmer warehouse at 889
North Liberty street.

The operation represenis
many hundreds of thousands of
dollars’ worth of goeds being
brought into Salem, repacked
and reshipped teo embarkation
poinis. Size of the payroll may
net be disclosed. -
“We are not permitted tell
the brands or the guantities of

smoking tobacco, cigareities or
chewing tobaccos involved in our
operation, but we can state that
a huge operation is involved™
William H. Howard, manager of
the firm's Pacific Overseas As-
sembly branch, as it is called,
said. “We believe that from the
Salem plant we can supply all
the army’s needs in the Pacific
overseas area.”

H. B. Haddon of the Richmond
staff of Larus & Brother, who

of the branch, expects to-:

in Salem as long as the plant
in gervice, which will be as long
as the war lasts, Howard said.

Arranged on an assembly line

basis, the plant operation con-
sists of packing wooden-cased
kits, each representing a day's
ration for 200 soldiers. Into each
kit go three sealed waterproof
sacks containing assorted tobac-
cos of popular brands, and maich-
“es. The three sacks are enclosed
in a similarly waterproof and
sealed paper liner and the con-
tents placed in a nailed and wired
wooden shipping case not far fiom
an apple box in size.

“At top production rates, we
can pack and load around 18500
kits in an eight-hour shift, or
nearly two full bexcars,” Man-
ager Howard said. “Im all-
probability an additional shift
will be added ,amnd there is a
sirong possibility that we may
go o a Z24-hour a day basis.”
At least two Salem business
firms are benefitting from the

plant through sub-contracts. ,The
principal secondary order is for
manufacture of the wooden cases,
held by Salemm Box company, and
the other, obtained by the Salem
(Turn to Page 2—B)

Oust Barkley
Move Balked

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6—(#)-An
undercover campaign to displace
Alben W. Barkley of Kentucky
as senate majority leader was re-
ported Wednesday night to nhaveé
colapsed but there were indica-
tions that an effort would be

the important steering committee.

Barkley called the 57 senate
democrats for a caucus Thursday
afternoon to effect their party
organization for the 78th congress
and appeared likely to be reelect-
ed leader without opposition.

By STEPHEN C. MERGLER' |/
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British Vets
Gain, Tunisia

Jebel Azzag Taken;
Allied Airmen Hit
. Axis Shipping

NORTH AFRICA, Jan, 6—Veteran
British First army troops captur-
ed Jebel Azzag and nearby points
in an attack launched Tuesday to
drive the axis enemy from high
ground dominating allied/positions
along a road about 15 miles west
of Mateur, the allied command
announced Wednesday night.

It was the first real fighting in
two weeks in north Tunisia.

“Successful attacks were made
on hills north of the road and we
captured .Jebel Azzag and other
points in the vicinity,” the allied
command communique announced.

“Our forces are mopping up
isolated machine gun posts and
have repulsed a counterattack
against one of our hewly-won po-
sitions.”

In the air, a headquariers
spokesman said, Foriress bomb-
ers scored hits er mear misses
on a eruiser leaving the Tunis-
fan harbor of Sfax and left the
Sfax pewer station In flames.

(The admiralty announced in
London that PBritish submarines
had destroyed a large enemy
troop transport and supply ship;
hit and probably sunk two other
vessels in the Mediterranean, and
bombarded the Italian and axis-
occupied Greek cpasts.

(The British and Americans an-
nounced in Cairo that their bomb-
ers blasted the Tunisian port of
Sousse . The Americans
said their heavy bombers put all
their explosives within the tar-
get in a daylight raid and bursts
were observed on the commercial
phosphate and southern guays.
The British merely announced
that hits were scored on quays
and buildings.)

Mateur is 25 miles southwest of
the naval base of Bizerte.
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Alert Lockard
Has ‘Honolulw’
Station Again

SEATTLE, Jan 6-(P)-1&
Joseph L. Lockard, the youth

-

Nehring Said
QOusted From
Africa Army

LONDON, Thursday, Jan. 7.-
(#r-A roundabout report reached
London early Thursday stating
that the German army command-
er in Tunisia, Gen. Walther Nehr-
ing, has been replaced.

rYank Bombers Slash in Pacific

Enemy Planes,

Ships Wrecked

Kiska Cargo Vessel
Sunk; Navy Force
Batters Munda

HEADQUARTERS IN

New Guinea, destroying four anti-
aircraft guns positions and a
grounded bomber. Meanwhile, al-
lied ground forces pushed prep-
arations for the final assault on
the remaining Jap' foothold in
northwestern New Guinea—in the
Sanananda area.

Except for an attack on the
Gasmata airdrome on New Brit-

Jain island by a Flying . Fortress,

Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s heavy
bombers were out of the opera-
tional picture Wednesday while
B-25s and fighters carried on the
job of -softening enemy positions
along the Sanananda trail with
bombing and strafing attacks.
Other allied bombers paid an-
other visit to the airdrome at Gas-
mata, on New Britain island.

| Taken to Italy

CAIRO, Egypt, Jan. 6 -(P
Greek officials announced Wed-
nesday night that 300 Greeks, in-
and civilians, had been transport-
ed to Iialy in chaing from axis-

information received from
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The capture of these cities was
reported in the regular midnight
communique. Before it was issued
a special communique said
26,500 Germans had been killed
or captured from January 1 to

rations to that figure.

The Russians admitted the Ger=
mans were counterattacking heav-
ily in the middie Don and south= =
west of Stalingrad, but did not
acknowledge any sustained re- -‘;'
sistance in the Caucasus baftie
zone some 360 miles southeast of” ¥
Rostoy. This bolstered the belief
of British military quarters tht»_HTL
the Germans were withdrawing
in that area without putting up
any organized fight -there.

Moran Flays
Output Delay

HOUSTON, Tex, Jan. 6-(F)
Capt. E. B. “Mike” Moran, com=
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