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| Speaking of Floods ...,

To residents of the lowlands along the Wil-
lamette, to the owners of property there, to per-
sons who can't go where they want to go be-

highways are under water, this present

| eause
" flood is a serious matter.

© To the rest of us, though we do not lack
for those discomfited, it is a show.

precious gas in the going, and considered it
well spent. Others used up shoe leather and
energy, nor begrudged either. It is a good
show. - =

Going to the river was a shorter trip than
it has been at any other time in recent years and
the longer one waited, the shorter the journey.
mimnabhmkwuhenrd,tha,t!tper-
‘sons already downtown waited long enough the
river would come to them. 'T'was said in fun,

. though just how funny it might be under
- ““alightly different circumstances, no one may

say. “It has happened here.”

Strictly for the purpose of supplementing
enjoyment of the flood “show” by affording a
basis for comparing this flood with Salem’s

. worst, and taking into account that not every-

one in the vicinity has accurate information on
the subject—we’ve heard the story pooh-poohed
in recent days—and hoping no one is seriously
worried, we take the liberty of quoting a reli-
able version of the 1861 flood; the story a8 re-
lated in the 1871 Salem city directory:
. About the 1st of December, 1861, the most dis-
astrous flood that ever occurred in Oregon was ex-
perienced. The Willametie river swept every milll,
warehouse and dwelling house, from the mouth of
the creek on Mill street, north and west of Front.
The river covered all of Salem from where
Commercial street bridge now stands up to the
corner of the University reservation, and there was
broad stream of water extending to the west of
Capt. J. E. Miller's residence to the corner of G. W.
Gray's brick building. -

The water was sufficiently deep, near the court-
house, to swim a horse.

The flood destroyed a great quantity of prop-

“erty in Salem. B. M. Durelle had a fine steam
sawmill washed away; Brown & Rector lost a cider
manufactory; and a warehouse containing a wvast
amount of wheat, apples and other produce was
swept away.

Hundreds of horses, cattle and other stock were
drowned throughout the valley and many persons
lost their lives, and entire farms were swept clear
of every vestige of improvement. .

The steamer Enterprise, if we remember aright,
came up the river to render assistance to any and
all who might be found. When the boat arrived at
this place, she had on board several persons who
had been taken off house-tops and trees where they
had climbed to safety. Two young men by the
name of Chitwood were drowned a short distance
below town. &

The great flood was not confined to Oregon
alone, but at the same time California and Wash-
ington Territory were suffering the same disasters.

Elsewhere it has been related that the
“Enterprise” or some other steamer “docked”
in the general vicinity of the courthouse. The
account seems reliable and the directory’'s men-
tion of the water’s depth at that point is proof
that it was possible. And though eye-witnesses
of what happened in 1861 are not available,
there is no question but that the feat was virtu-
ally duplicated at the time of the 1880 flbod
when a steamer, believed to have been the “El-
more"”, tied up at a feed lot about where the
Elsinore theater now stands. Citizens recall
the event and there are pictures for corrobora-
tion. 2

" The 1890 flood waters reached the court-
house grounds; those of 1861 swept farther, to
the edge of the university campus. Height in
feet of the 1861 flood is not mentioned by the
directory. The 1880 flood which washed away
the first “free” Marion-Polk county bridge here
three years after it was built, rose to 37 feet
above “low water”, probably about 33 or 34
feet above the présent “zero” which represents
the normal level. It must be understood that
since 1861, and even since 1880, the river level
has changed somewhat and that a considerable
part of Salem’s downtown area has been filled
#n and stands higher than it then did. In early
days a number of downtown buildings stood
“on stilts”.
. Government engineers asserted, after sur-
wveying the Willamette river’s flood potentiali-
ties six years ago prior to approval of the Wil-
lamette Valley Project which now is side-
tracked due to the war, that the “expectancy”
of such & flood as that of 1861 is “once in a
hundred years'—nevertheless a comparable
flood occurred 29 years later. It could happen
again—with predictable damage of $10,000,000
and considerable loss of life.

Was It the Butler?

. More or less facetiously comparing the Jean
PDarlan assassination to a fictional murder

, this column gbserved at the time that
“orobably it will turn out to be the butler.” It
was further remarked that Darlan’s only po-

. liticel friends were the French career politicians

- Now it develops, or at any rate is suggested

. &5 ¢ hﬂn acts and statements of Darlan’s succes-

v
than that. " Covernment “by the peoplé” has
not, for any such period as in the United States,
been a thing Frenchmen could take for granted.

So—they already are concerned about who's
to be boss after the war.

Though we can understahd their viewpoint,
for the sake of the objective it is to be hoped
that Frenchmen will forget their internal dif-
ferences and pull together for victory—and let
the future wait. 5 .

Defrauding the Fighters™

Charges brought against the Anaconda Wire
and Cable company alleging that inferior wire

was furnished to the military forces, wire to be

used for purposes such that its failure might
cost jnnumerable lives, are not yet proven in
court; therefore all that may fairly be said, is
that if the charges are true, anything that might
be said of condemnation woud be too weak
Such an act is the equivalent of mass homicide
plus treason, whether or not it results in deaths
and military setbacks.

Indeed Attorney General Biddle may be ful-
ly justified—if the charges are proven—in his
declaration that this is “one of the most repre-
hensible cases of defrauding the government
and endangering the lives of American soldiers
and sailors ever to come to the attention of the
department of justice.”

But in so declaring, he takes in a lot of terri-
tory. Some gigantic frauds have been perpe-
trated upon the armed forces in America’s
greater and lesser wars. Shells that wouldn’t
shoot, faulty guns, a great variety of shoddy or
deliberately faked equipment har been palmed
off on the army and navy in the past. A major
scandal of the Spanish-American war was the
sale of food not fit for human consumption to
the armed forces. And the worst of it was, that
the government itself didn't in many cases dis-
cover these frauds or prosecute the guilty. If
they were exposed, it often was the work of
newspaper reporters. As we recall it, the term
“muckraker” as applied to scandal-prodding
newsmen grew out of that Spanish-American
war fraud expose. '

So—regardless of the outcome of the Ana-
conda case, it seems fair to observe that govern-
ment has profited from past mistakes with the
result that frauds of the sort here alleged have
become much rarer. After this war there will
be fewer reproaches of the sort.

Here's a Christmas card from Walt Leben-
good. Beg pardon, it's Lieut. Lebengood of the
356th Engineer regiment. Why it's just a few
years since Walt came to work for us as a
printer's devil. Now he's a lieutenant; and
when he comes back, we'll have to say “Sir,”
when we talk to him. Yes, sir!

Editorial Comment

From Other Papers

FARM RELIEF PROGRAM

The War Manpower Commission and the De-
partment of Agriculture have outlined a program
for the relief of American farmers. Unlike prior
farm relief plans, this one has little to do with fi-
nancing. It is an intelligent, forward-looking pro-
gram fo guarantee the farmers enough help so that
they can feed us, our allies, and the famished vie-
tims of axis occupation, once we have begun to free
these last.

Generally speaking, the idea depends on a full-
time mobile army of experienced farm workers
which can be moved around the country at federal
expense to supplement local manpower as crops
mature.

The plan contemplates moving experienced
farmers from substandard acreage where their ef-
fort is largely wasted; training farmers to use avail-
able manpower to the best advantage; expanding
employment services placement machinery so as to
move available help where it will do the most
good; and, in crop seasons, to mobilize local volun-
teer groups in temporary crises.

These things the planners believe, will be im-
possible unless farm wages are raised so as to com-
pete better against the lure ofiindustrial pay scales.

Certainly the whole scheme will collapse unless
the 48 states are induced to revoke or suspend those
statutes—adopted originally to protect their wage-
earners against competition from outsiders—that
would make impossible the complete mobility upon
which the new farm relief plan depends, :

As War Manpower Chairman Paul McNutt an-
nounces the overall plan, it seems to be a thorough-
ly intelligent approach to a most vexatious and po-
tentially dangerous problem.

Many ideas just as promising as this one have
flopped because nobody did anything to effectuats
them. Others have failed because too many per-
sons did too much, all different. This led to chaos

The farmn manpower relief outline does credit
to Commisgioner McNuit as a practical planner,
Now it remains to be seen how good the Hoosier
will prove as an administrator.

Meanwhile the farmers themselves have an im-
mediate job. Mr. McNutt cannot succeed unless
the legislatures of most states co-operate by relax-
ing crippling legal barriers to labor mobility.

The farmers have much influence in state legis-
latures. For their own sakes, and for the sake of
mankind as a whole, that influence should be used
to force through necessary statutory revisions. An-
other year will be too late—Eugene Register-
Guard. :

THE CHAIR STILL ROCKS 2
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Wonder What a Lifeguard Thinks About? _ 5

Radio Programs

ESLM—SATURDAY—130 Ko
§:45—Rise ‘N’ Shine
7:00—News.

7:05—Rise "N’ Shine Cont
7:13—On the Farm Front,

7 30—News.

7:456—Your Gospel Program.
8'00—The Eaton Boys
8:30—News.

2 :00—Pastor
9:15—Music a La Carter.
g:

30—Rhythm Rascals.

9:45—Ray Herbeck's Orchestra.
10:00—World in Review.
10:05—Jack Feeney, Tenor.
10:30—Organ, Violin, Harp Trio. ™
11:00—Jerry Sears Orchestra. o
11:30—Hits of Yesteryear.
12:00—Organalities.
12:15—News.
12:30—Hillbilly Serenade.
12:35—Willamette Valley Opinions.
1:00—He: King Orchestra. P
1:18—Ch Foster’'s

a House.
orlick’s Tangos.

EALE-MBS—SATURDAY—13 Ke

§:45—Gooa Morning Club.
;:m—ﬂevu

1 eeper.
8:00—Haven of Rest.
8:30—News.

8:45—01d Sozaf!
9:00—Gems Me!
9:15—Woman's Side of the News
$:30—This and That
10:00—News.
10:15—Buyer's Parade.
10:30—Wartime Women.
10:35—Hello Again.
11:00—Journal Juniors.
11:30—Concert Gems.
11:45—Luncheoa Concert
1225 _On the Farm Frount.

12:30—News.
I;Z:N-—All Star Parade
2:30—Treasury Star Parade.
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These schedules are wsupplied by 8:45—News
the respective stations. Any varia- 9:00—
tions noted by listemers are due A
changes made the statioms with- 10:00—News.
out motice to this mewspaper. 10: of the HI-Ways
All radie stations may be cui from 1030—Canary
the alr at n.-:“u-o in the interests 11:00_Pilgrim =
of matiomal soie 12:00—FPeopie’s Church,
12:30—News. i
1:45—Report from London 3 Ensemble.
;m—Nm per of the Alr i o Hour. o
s ve Orchestra. :30—Young People's urch,
3:00—Traffic Safety Baptist.

3:45—News.
4 :00—People’s  Platform,
4:30—Martha Mears, Songs.

:.m—l':urry Plig;cry N .415—43“ of Melody
= » News. 5 .
5:45—News. 4:30—Stars and Stripes in Britain
5:55—News, Eric Severeid. 'orum,

6:15—Leon F. ewWs. §:00—0ld Fashioned Revival Hour
§:45—Saturday Nigni Serenade. 7:00—Around the

7:15—Soldiers With Wings., 7:15—John

1: Hunt ¥30—-This Is Our

8:00—Thanks to the Yanks. 8 00—

8 5 00-—News.

8:55—News 9:15—Voice of Prophecy.

9:45—Sunday Serenade.
10:00—Wings Over the West Coast
10 30—News.

10:45—Horace Hellit Orchestra.

10:30—World ;
10:45—Man Your ttle Stations. EEX—BN—SUNDAY—11I Ks.
11 1 Cour : 800—Soldiers of Production.
11:30—Manny Strand Orchestra. 8-30—Josef Marais African Trek
11 ews. 9:00—The g‘" Hour
12:00-8 a m—Music & Newn 9:30—The I
* & ® 10 00—Horace I!qt Review.
EGW—NBC—SATURDAY—8M Ks, S35—News
4:00—Dawn Patrol 11 of Glamour.
§:00—Everything u:u—cu-n: Coast on A Bus
ews. 00—John W. Vandercook, News.
7:15—Aunt Jemuma, 12:15—Wake Up America
:45—Sam es. “30—Show esterday and Today
8: é@mﬂ 2.00—C and His Pals
e Janes Albe Hews He s e
8:30—Coast Guard on Parade. 3:00—News
9: Goes. 3:05—Britain to America.
10:00—Pan-American Holiday. 3 Opera Andition.

10:30—Ail Out for Victory.

2:30—Three Suns T-io 5:30—Stars the Biluc
2°45—Lee Sweetland, Singer. §:45—Drew

3:00—Joseph Gallicchio Orchestra (1 Rid of Jasper
3:5—News. 6:30—Inner

3:30—Religion in the News 700—-Good Will Hour
3:45—Enjoy Yourselves. 8:00—Ear] Godwin, News
4:00—Noah Webster Says. 8:15—Jimmie Fidler.
4:30—Mugi¢c of the Americas, B8:30—Quiz Kids,

4:45—Upton Close, 9:00—Ambassador Hotel Orcheslra.
§:00—Helen Emnst, Organist. 9:30— News.

5:1 9:45—Deorothy Thompson.

B: les Dant Orchestra. 9:55—News

6:00—National 10 Explorer.
':-OO—BIJ 'g‘o;n'r ‘;m 31:&-—1‘& H

3 rts our
7:15—Dick P 11 D0 for Uncie Bam
1:30—Grand O Opry. 11:30—War News

8:00—Truth or Consegquences. ——
8$30—Abies Irish Rose. EOIN—CBS—SUNDAT—IT EKc
§00—News

9:30—Story Editor §:15—-E Power Biggs
10:00—News, Trio.
10:15—Travels aof Marco Polo, 7:00—Church of the Aur.
R e Notel- Onthatten B0 Mevs *

ews.

1 Concert. 8:08—West Coast Church
11 Biltmore Orchestra. 8:30—Coolidge Quartet.
11 30— News. 8:00—News.
12:00-2 a m_—s-w‘l.nl. .Shu‘l. :mls—m Power
EOAC—SATURDAY —550 Ks. 10:00—Church of the Alr

8 :00—Music. 10:30—Songs
llm—NmA = R:ﬂ—'gnu We Love
11:00—Facts About the War. 30--News
g:’-—l&nﬁe of the Masters. 1 Lakess Naval Training

2 our,
1:15—Variety Time. ’:ﬂ—m L i
: Edward R Murrow.
5—Drum 15—
45— US s 30—Sgt Gene Autry
& from the Hills

E
.,

555 _Enc Severeid

::n—cnc Mgw Class -Plays H
§:45—It's Oregon's War. 6:30—Fred Allen.
6:15—News. T7900—Take It or Leave It
E:ll—l-:unh- in Science. : {.QI- News
.ﬂ..m.‘m Quix, ::—% Winter News.

00— -_.._...:. J;..R' Star Final
g i 1030 Alr Fio of Ade.

* * * 03— Whats it Al About
ESLE_—SUNDAY 1300 Ks gm"ﬂ"uﬂ. Orchestra.
:ﬁm Quartst  11:55—_News.

.m" News Briefs . Afidnight to 800 & m —Music & News

H i zow v—e Ko

$:30—Popular 400—Dawn Patrot

gn—m in 2 gm

10:30—Tunes of Tomorrow. ;m of Americs.
D)—American Lutheran Chureh 48— Commando X
MW—Langworth m 8:00-The Church Some
A5-—War : - 8:30—Newsn
230—Golden Iﬂﬂ;. ::--m Sisters.
30—Romanoff's
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e Restune 2o_NBC Symel
Headlines .

:_m - Symphony.
c@ Gyory Orchestra I:gm
; ‘nr-nr Group 3 -
8 . Orchestra. o
8:30—First Church, E
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say,”
gaid Darnley, could
tell a second-rate ' poker player
by the way he bluffed the wrong
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yer.”

“It isn't,” said Darnley. “The
lieutenant is trying to make—"
Suddenly her face lighted and
she clapped her hands upon her
knees. “I knew I'd remember.
I know who that man was.”

“What man?”

“The one I saw this afternoon
coming out of an elevator.”™

“Coming out of what elevator
and going into where?”

Darnley frowned. She did not
answer immediately while sghe
considered all the implications of
that man going into Lacey
Gorse's studio.

“Well?”

“I'm studying whether it's the

“Maritime Building, eh? What
floor?”
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By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

Wide World War Analyst for The Statesman
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Even at Hitler’s dubious New
Year's assurance to the German
peoplethatﬂghmtu-emddmt
possibly be harder for them than
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