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BritishN earin. Misurata

Enemy Staved;
French Status
Seen Clearing

Weather Breaks to

Bring Fight: Giraud
Liked by DeGaulle

By RELMAN MORIN
LONDON, Dec. 28—(#)-The
allied right wing in North Afri-
ca pursued Marshal Rommel’s
Lybian forces westward Mon-
day on the approaches to Mi-
surata, the strong defensive
allied units ski igshed with the
Germans in the d of Tunisia.
In Tunisia, there was a break at
last in the heavy rains of many
days and an allied communique
announced that in vigorous pa-
trolling in the forward areas en-
emy motor vehicles had been
shelled- and forced to retire. In
enother action in the same gen-
ral section—this on the Medjez-
El-Bab-Tebourba road along the
allied line before -Tunis and Bi-
zerts—an enemy detachment suf-
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southwest corner of Libya.  vate the situation.”
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: ‘snmouncing its rationing pro-

likewise voiced approval, ex-
plaining that “It will relieve us
from the problems involved in
frying to set our own limits”

were noted in Cleveland, Ohio,
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Fight in Tunisij Surges;

Food Hoarders
Can Be Curbed
By 2 Statutes

WASHINGTON, Dee. 28 —(&)
Feod hoarders can be prosecut-
ed under either one of two fed-
eral acis, OPA officials repori-
ed Monday.
One, covering false represen-
tation, could be invoked be-
eause an individual registering
for the new ratien book must
staie the amount of rationed
producis he has on hand. That
statement becomes a part of
government records, and any
falsification eould be prosecuted
as a felony, punishable by a
maximum $10,000 fine or tem
years in prison, or beth.

The second statute, a part of
the second war powers act, de-
scribes as a mindemeanor any
vielation of rationing regula-
tions. The maximum penalty
upon comviction is a $10,000 fine
or one year in prison or beth,

Ration Fails
To Bring Run

Early Announcement
Criticized; Many
Grocers Favor

By The Associated Press

Criticism of gy’ gVérnment's

gram so far in ce came from
many sides Monday, but fears
that runs on grocery stores would
result failed for the most part to
materialize. Plans to put a point
rationing system into effect for
more than 200 kinds of processed
foods in February were disclosed
Sunday =

- In Chicago, the secretary of the
National Association of Retail
Grovers, Mrs. Rose Marie Kiefer,
asserted, “we deplore government
officlals giving the unscrupulous
portion of the public a month to
do their hoarding.”
Chairman Fulmer (D-SC) of the
house agriculture committee told
newsmen in Washington the pro-
cedure was “ridiculous” and “can
only result in a wave of buying
and hoarding which will aggra-

. Reporis from mearly every
section of the nation indicated
ne widespread panic buying al-
though a few grocers reported
calls for canned goods in ease
lots.

Uneofficial rationing has been in
effect in many stores for several
months, and in New York the re-

and independent grocers was

“Good! that makes it legal” A
large distributor in Los Angeles

Exceptions to the no-run reports

Allies Repulse
Jap Assault,
Drive Wedge

Enemy Craft Shells
Buna; Cruiser Hit
In Rabaul Harbor

By C. YATES McDANIEL
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS
IN AUSTRALIA, Tuesday, Dec.
20-(F)-Japanese warships
shelled Buna village for five
hours before daylight Monday
as allied troops drove deeper
into enemy holdings there.
It was the first naval shell-
ing resorted to by the Japanese
in the war in New Guinea. The
enemy craft probably were sub-
marines, an official communique
said. They began firing upon the
allied encampment in the village
about midnight and continued the
attack intermittently until dawn.
The commumigue said there was
no damage inflicted.

In the Buna airstrip sector the
Japanese fried to break frem
the sirangichold thrown about
them by the American and Aus-
tralian troops. But the allied
fighters drove them back In a
bloody midnight engagement,
then our troops launched a
counteraliack which dreve a

3 D Inle On smamys

Meanwhile, the communique re-
lated, allied planes ranged from
Timor to New Britain in a ser-
ies of damaging attacks.
These aerial assaults were par-
ticularly successful in the Rabaul
area of New Britain where three
direct hits with 500-pound bombs
were scored on a large Japanese
cruiser lying in the harbor.
Flames enveloped the cruiser
and pilots reported they saw it
buckle. The communique said it
probably was destroyed.
Returning pilots also said that
they observed that a large trans-
port which had been hit by heavy
bombs in a raid on Rabaul the
day before still lay in the har-
bor, keeled over on one side. Two
medium transports hit in the pre-
ceding day’s raid still were burn-
ing, they said. 1
The attack on Rabsul harbor
was carried out by B-24 bombers.
(Turn to Page 2—D)

Massed Japs

Drive, Take g el S e
China City dining car through which.the iree

CHUNGKING, Dec. 28—()-Jap- | h0Ved 30 feet down a slope and

Big St::n_'e

Limited

WPB Control Slated
To Guarantee Goods -
For Smaller Stores

By STERLING F. GREEN .
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28-(#)

The war production board
Monday put a limit on the vol-
ume of Merchandise that may
be accumulated by big stores
and wholesalers, in order to

cially weaker stores may get

goods to meet their customer’s
needs,

The inventory control order is
meant to hold each store's in-
ventory of consumers’ goods—not
ineluding food or petroleum pro-
ducts—at the same level in re-
lation to sales as the store main-
tained before Pearl Harbor. Firms
which have built up their stocks
to excessive accounts will be
brought into line by WPB con-
trols over their buying.

Described by WPB Chairman
Donald M. Nelson as a move to
“assure a fair distribution of the
limited guantities of consumers’
goods available under a war econ-
omy,” the order is effective in the
second quarter of 1943. This will
give merchants a few months to
bring their stocks down to “nor-
mal” size.

Not as tough as originally con-
femplated, the resirictions cover
only retailers, wholesalers and

(Turn to Page 2—C)

Train Wrecks
Fatal to 37;
One in Oregon

EUGENE, Ore.,, Dec. 28—(#)-An
avalanche of mud and snow that
thundered down a slope of the
high Cascades Sunday night and
struck a Southern Pacific passen-
ger train claimed the life of a
dining car steward Monday.

He was Frank R. Pilcher, 55,
San Jose, Calif. He died in a
hospital here after failing to re-
tpond to three blood transfusions.
Fractures of both legs were among
his injuries, suffered in the piere-
ing of the car by a tree trunk
swept down in the slide.

Three others of 14 injured were
confined tc loeal hospitals—Ber-
nard J. Laughlin, 36, Fond du Lac,
Wis.; Harry Olson, 37, Chicago,

Inventory|

insure that smaller and i?'u'mn-"lI

These spectacular pictures, taken somewhere
carrier. At the top, fighting planes on the carrier
bombs which exploded astern of vessel. Below, 3 Jap dive bomber veers away from
of anti-airceraft fire. Note men diving for cover.— Official U

Navy Phote.

Wallace Proposes World
Council to Keep Peace,|

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28-(#)-Vice President Wallace pro-
posed Monday night a world council to preserve peace and pro-
‘mote the general welfare after the war, while leaving purely
regional problems in regional hands.
In a broadcast commemorating the birthday of Woodrow
Wilson, he- made what was regarded in the capital as a major
administration pronouncement of
post-war plans and policies. He
suggested as the guiding principle
for international organization af-
ter the war “the maximum of
biome rule that can be maintained
along with the minimum of cen-
tralized authority that must come
into exiStence to give the neces-
sary protection.”

FBI Agents
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clude “supervision, or at least in-
spection, of the. school systems
otGermnydenpln.toudo

work of Hitler and the Japanese
ALMONTE, Ont., Dec. 28 S in Mt Th el
of the young.”
Wallace's address was sponsor-
ed by the Woodrow Wilson foun-
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latest of a series on the new of-
fensive—said the Red army was
only 12 miles short of .
kovski in.

of that

center, in
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since December v ‘0
Verkhne - Kurmoyarskaya, om
above Kotelnikovski, A
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