Colored lights and tinsel streamers brighten Christmas trees in Camp
Adair recreation ceniers today, thanks im part to Salem agencies,
merchants and business instifutions. Tree above was arranged for
by Balem junior hositess league and the USO, fe add Chrisimas
atmosphere to ome of the Adair service clubs. Soidiers heiping
Margaret Blodgeit, one of principal post hestesses, and Derils
‘Fickel, Mbrarian hosiess, trim tree are Pvis. Rendey J. Donnely
and Hyman Schulman, both of the Timber Welf division and beth
from New York siate.—Signal corps phete.

Salem to Entertain Men
Of Service at Yuletide

extend 1o far parts of the

It's a Christmas different from that dark and tense day & year
sgo, when fewer of the community’s men had gone away into the na-
tion’s service, but the hope for victory was darker and the uncertain-
ty of civilians aceentuated by the newness of this new kind of glo-
bal war, y

The unprecedented bustle of activity that has prevailed in stores
and shops and mailing places in recent weeks has not been able to
overshadow the needs of lonely service men and of hungry families.

Hundreds of soldiers from Camp Adair will enjoy Christ-
mas dinners in Salem homes, through the cooperation of the USO.
The service agency’s office Thursday had definitely filled meore
than 300 such invilations. And service men whe wander inio the
USO0 fteday will find a regisier in which to enter their names Iif
they wish such an invitation and to which residents of the city
may go if they bhave vacant chalrs which they desire to fill at Yule
tables.

Some apprehension was being felt, however, lest visiting soldiers
who have no invitations io homes might find it difficult to obtain
meals at downtown eating places, many of which were planning to
close for the day to give a needed holiday to rush-weary employes.
Only three major downtown restaurants were reported as planning to
serve meals today.

More than 50 needy families were supplied Thursday by the Sal-
vation Army with shopping bags filled with provisions for a full din-
ner, Adj. E. T. Hill reported. Their menus as a result will include gen-
erous helpings of meat, potatoes, vegetables, fruits and nuts. A num-
ber of individuals and clubs filled similar orders after obtaining the
names of families from the “Army.”

Deserving cases of need are still to be found despite the general
money presperity of the times, Adj. Hill declared. They exist among
elderly people, families in which there has been protracted illness and
service men’s families whose dependency benefits have not yet begun
to come through.

This is to be a real day of rest for the city’s harried postal crews,
Postmaster H. R. Crawford said Thursday. No deliveries will be made
other than of special delivery parcels and perishable goods.

All Christmas packages on hand at the postoffice up to Thursday
night had been delivered, with the exceplion of those that were im-
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Chrisimas mail volume was estimaied by the
above that of last year, which
receiptis, §45,005.86 was re-

: first 23 days of this month in
$383,094.77 for the same period & year ago.

mail has been especially difficult this year
men away in service, five of
has done the best
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Reds Drive in

Airmen Sink
3 Jap Ships
Off Guinea

Allies Penetrate to
Last Jap Defense
Line, Buna Area

By C. YATES McDANIEL

. ALLIED HEADQUARTERS
IN AUSTRALIA, Friday, Dec.
25-(#)-Allied airmen have sunk
a Japanese destroyer, a trans-
port and a cargo ship to the
north of New Guinea in the
most widespread air sweeps in
the southwest Pacific in many
weeks, while American and Aus-
tralian ground forces have pene-
trated to what an official com-
munique Friday described as “the
last line” of Japanese defenses in
the Buna area.

Ranging over the waters to the
northwest and north of Australia,
Gen. Douglas MacArthur's air-
men shot down six Jaganese
planes and damaged five others
in nine separate sorties. These at-
tacks carried the allied planes
over the principal enemy opera-
tional bases in the islands from
Timor to New Ireland.
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que warmed, how-
, that this -confined space was
“a prepared and fortified citadel
of resistance.”
In a series of hard-hitting at-
tacks at Japanese shipping north
(Turn to Page 2—B)

Workers’ Bus
Skids, Kills
Two in East

BALTIMORE, Dec. 24—(#-A
bus carrying graveyard shift
workers to Martin aircraft three
hours early so they might be home
again in time to greet the Christ-
mas dawn careened into an icy
ravine Tuesday night bringing
death to two and injury to 30.

Dead are Thelma Fish, 45-year-
old mother, and Irwin R. Shane-
felter, 44, the bus driver. Those
injured in the wreck were rushed
to Union Memorial hospital and
placed in an emergency receiving
hall set up in the auditorium of
the nurses’ home.

Doctors said shortly before mid-
night three were in eritical con-
dition; six others seriously in-
jured and “under very close ob-
servation.” Five were released
after treatment.

Wesley Dood, one of the least
injured, declared "It felt as

2
8

No Santa Claus?
Read This Ere
You Decide

French Coming
From South 5

Allies Throw Enemy
Off Hill; Rommel
Flight Unbroken

LONDON, Friday, De(.‘l -+
A~ Fighting French coamunique
broadcast early Friday by the
Brazzaville radio said French
forces coming- up from the Lake

LONDON, Deec. 24—(F)—Allied
soldiers fighting in the rain and
mud of central Tunmisia have
thrown the enemy out of a
height dominaiing the imperi-
ant junction peini of Medjes-
El-Bab, 35 miles southwest of
Tunis, allied headquariers re-
ported from nerth Africa Thurs-
day night as the British Eighih
army doggedly pursued Field
Marshal Rommel westward
across Libya.

An allied command communi-
que announced the capture of the
heights and added that allied
troops held it against counter-at-
tacks by the enemy.

Dispatches from allied head-
quarters in north Africa pointed
out that this was the first signi-
ficant offensive action reported on
the central Tunisian battlefront in
two weeks.

The allied command also said
there was patrol activity on the

northern sector of the Tunisian
front while on the southern sec-
(Turm to Page 2—E)

No Suspension
Of Gasoline
Sale Planned

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24—
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Caucasus

Fourth Push

Gains; Don
Area Clears

By HENRY C. CASSIDY

MOSCOW, Friday, Dec. 25
(#)-The fourth major soviet
winter offensive, in the critical
Nalchik area of ‘the Caucasus,
was announced early Friday by
the . Russians and the total
enemy killed and captured in
the continuing advance in the

middle Don area of the third of-
fensive mounted to 929909
and satellites.

A special communigue of the
soviet bureau of information said
the new Caucasus offensive al-
ready had regained 12 to 14 miles
in that sector, where the Ger-
mans had attempted to break
through the mountains to the oil
riches beyond.

The new actiom in the deep
Caucasus was the first imporiant
battle since the Russians
stopped a German atiempt to
push to the viial Georgian mili-
tary highway through some of
the werld's tallest mouniains,

“Recently our troops in the area
southeast of Nalchik went over
to the offensive and advanced 18
to 20 kilometers (12 to 14 miles),”
the special announcement said.

It announced the recapture of

Alagir, 40 miles southeast of Nai-
chilkk, Ardon; 25 miles northwest of
Ordzhonikidze, and three other
large populated places.
In the Don, the communique in-
cated, the Russians aré driving
out the Germans .faster thin they
came in.

The red army Thursday gained
from 13 to 18 miles, the com-
munique said, for a total eight-
day advance of from 85 io 120
miles in the middle Don.

and two large railway stations.
Agni!;, in the regular midnight

communique the soviet command 1

described its troops as “pursuing

the retreating enemy,” and in-|°

flicting heavy losses upon him.
“In several sectors,” it was

added, “the enemy attempted to

stem the advance of our troops

Giraud Seen
Most Likely
As Suceessor

Enmity; Allies Seek
‘Unity. for French
By ROBERT E. BUNNELLE

LONDON, Friday, Dec. 25
(A)-The assassination of Ad-
miral Darlan may have settled
in one stroke the most difficult
diplomatic problem which has

beginning of the war.

‘The death of the former col-
laborationist wrote a bloody new
chapter in unfortunate France's
participation in the present war,
which has reached one sensation-
al climax after another.

Elimination of Darlan from the
North African political scene
came at a moment when allied
Jeaders in London and Algiers
were reliably reported exerting all
efforts to obtain unity of all
French forces in opposition to the

attempt to find & man upon whom
every faclion of Free France could
agree.
It was considered possible in
London  that Gen. Henri Honore
Giraud, who has been serving as
(Turn to Page 2—D)

Governmental

Pay Increase
L ] L

Bill Signed

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24P
President Roosevelt Thursday
signed the bill providing pay in-
creases for most governmental
employes and simultaneously or-
dered a six-day, 48-hour week for
them.
This represented a four-hour in-
crease in the working week of
most agencies and the president
ordered a corresponding reduction
in personnel. The bill removed
“the peacetime luxury of the Sat-
‘urday half holiday,” in Mr. Roose-
velt's words, by eliminating a pro-
vision that compensatory time off
must be given for hours beyond
four worked on Saturday.

confronted the allies since the |

ADM. JEAN DARLAN

FR Denounces
Darlan Murder

Washington Shocked ;
Axis Propaganda

observance at the White House.

The president immediately put
all other considerations aside to
compose his statement and hand
it to Stephen Early, presidential
secretary, for distribution to the
press.

The assassination came as a
shock to the whole capital, even to
those who guestioned the wisdom
of American dealings with Darlan.
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Killer Captured, Unidentif
Death May Solve Diploma
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The

first of the two shots witidh'
struck Darlan wounded him i
the mouth and the second pene=
trated a lung. It was this shobt




