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Manpower and Food Czars

° Some men are going inio the armed services,
dthers are shifting from civilian occupations to
war production jobs, but they all come from the
one manpewer supply. Some food is going to
the armed forces, some to other nations and
some is reserved for civilian consumption, but
#t is all food and it comes principally from the
pation’s farms.

It was logical therefore that President Roose-
wvelt should consolidate all ggencies dealing with
procurement of manpower under orie head, and
all agencies dealing with the food problem
under another head. It was logical that Pgul
McNutt who already has been dealing with
manpower problems should be assigned the one
task, and that Claude R. Wickard, secretary of
agriculture, should be given the other.

How well they will measure up to the ex-
tremely difficult tasks assigned, is another ma.t-
ter and only time will tell. Because of certain
characteristics revealed in the course of his
political career, this column was particularly
unenthusiastic about McNutt as a potential
candidate for the presidency in 1940. Yet those
very characteristics may serve him well in
this tough manpower job; and there is no
denying that he is a man of great administra-
tive capacity. Wickard, personally as well as
in his official cabinet capacity, is the farmers’
advocate. In his new job it will be his duty
also to be the consumers’ advocate; yet it can-
not be said categorically that one keenly aware

*. of the farmers’ problems is unsuited to the role.

Simultaneously with the announcement of
McNutt’s appointment, two major changes were
made in the manpower program. Selective ser-
vice calls were limited to men between ages
18 and 38 inclusive; and the enlistment method
of entry into the armed services was closed to
those men. This was a drastic change of policy
especially with respect to the navy, which al-
ways has obtained its persomnel through the
voluntary method. The new policy establishes
a principle of which we approve; that govern-
ment rather than the individual shall decide
who is to bear arms and who is to serve in a
civilian capacity. When the manpower pinch
became so tight that the most efficient use of
the total supply became necessary, it also be-
came necessary that someone with a detached

- wiewpoint and a broad knowledge of the over-

all problem, make the du:hion.

Wickard’s appointment was accompanied by
no such radical changes in policy. His task
will involve such assistance as government can
give to production, as well as supervision over
marketing—which includes rationing. Coordi-
nation of those two functions in relation to food
supply was decided upon chiefly in realization
that the food problem is about to become in-
finitely more serious. We have been foresee-
ing the problem of feeding-a big share of the
world’s population “after the war”—but now
it is apparent that the task will begin sooner.
Already we are committed to the feeding of
sizable population groups in North Africa; how
soon the obligation may extend over southern
Europe no one can say.

What is chiefly needed in connection with
rationing, is greater clarity and certainty.
Americans will accept restrictions if assured
there is no guesswork and no bureaucratic

The suspicions may be unfounded; nevertheless

' x: this is the sort of thing that needs correcting.

It will be noted that though Wickard is to
head rationing, the machinery remains in OPA.

authority result from this arrangement. So far,
about all that can be said of these two major

changes in war effort leadership, is that they
are reforms in the right direction.

Appeasement by Axis

“Tunisia! Tunisia!” Italian blackshirts started
the chant shortly after the fall of Ethiopia.
They shouted also for Nice, Sardinia and Cor-
/Iiea.b\u“t\mhin!"wh-udm-ndwith

| strongest emphasis.

then as to Tunisia's place on the map, but the
knew just as the old Romans had
“Pointed like a pistol at Italy’s head”

then have had the Mediterranean blocked at
once against British enfry fsom the west; and
this American-British coup in North Africa
never would have been possible.

The moral apparently is that in pre-war
diplomacy, or in wart time, or in peace-making,
it pays to cut clean, never to temporize. No
matter what the conditions, appeasement doesn't
pay.

First Shot

Thanks, Tokyo, for reminding us. The Japan-
ese radio pointed out on Pearl Harbor day that
United States forces had fired the first shot—
at a submarine which, of course quite inno-
cently and without malevolent intent, was at-
tempting to sneak into that great Hawaii naval
base.

It’s pleasing to be reminded that United
States gunners did shoot first, and with deadly
effect. That they did shoot, and then report the
action, and that receiving this information
didn't serve to warn the higher officers of what
else was coming, is likewise the most amazing
angle on all that incredible story of non-alert-
ness. But anyway, we did start collecting
revenge in advance.

You wouldn't say that Oregon, for example,
was low on morale so long as its people con-
tinue to protest California’s theft of Crater lake,
or Washington's theft of Mt. Hood.- By that
standard, morale in The Netherlands is still
high. Even the nazified Duich, we hear, are
burned up over a movie in which the German
nazis have attempted to steal their great painter,
Rembrandt.

There's room for a difference of dbinion as
to one Salem optometrist’s business judgment.
He employs a receptionist who is “a sight for
sore eyes.” The danger is that she’ll cure the
patients before the doctor has a chance to
prescribe glasses.

Rails Operating
Income Highest

Paul Mallon, The Statesman’s Washington column-
ist, is on vacation. Until he resumes preparation of his
daily column, other material will appear in this space.

By KERMITT V. SLOAN
In Wall Street Journal

The railroad industry in 1942 will have made
more money from operations than in any other year
in its history. Total net profits, including invest-
ment and other income, may equal or exceed the
record fotal of $897 million chalked up in 1929,

Calculations. made by the Interstate Commerce

to $1.3 billion. Assuming the ICC calculation to
correct, net profit, after adding “other income” and

If the ICC calculation proves to be correct, the
railroad industry will break all previous income
records. On the other hand, if the railroad esti-
mate ls correct, profit will fall somewhat short
of the previous high profit of 1929, but still would
derive a retord-breaking income frem actual opera-
tions, considering that “other income™ will be much
less than in 1929. Net operating income (income
from operations) aggregated $1,251.697,938 in

The railroad estimate gquite likely will
to be conservative, because it is indicated that

£

Last year, the railroad industry made a net
profit after all charges and taxes of around $500
million, which represemted the largest income since
1880. Railroad income fell to record lows during
the 1930's and in four of the depression years
Mdumm-bythhdmyqnm
Losses of $140 million and $123 million, respective-
ly, were registered in 1932 and 1938.
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Bits for Breakfast

By R J. HENDRICKS

closed little bits of friendly in-
formation they had garnered in

E

“Also their cities of refuge,

marriages and divorces, burials Once THE RIG GATE CLANG-

of the dead and customs with

Lieutenant Adair whose name
was given to our Camp Adair.
. =T %%

Only Bancroft excerpts will be
given in this current series of
articles on Camp Adair, and even
then the Bancroft matter will
make it rather lengthy.

Commencing with volume 2 of
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.. wishes to enterfain a .
of-town friends. He likes to do  Though her days were occu-
§t lavishly and make a show of Pied and her nights spent in such
knowing some lovely young Pleasures as ber native village
. women. He throws a dinner never afforded, Damnley found
and is glad t6 pay the right sort Grandpa Carfax at length. She
their evening I know a man completely. She told him about
who paid four girls a bundred the sable coat, sbout Farrish and
dollars apiece the other might* fthe Golden Blend Girl. She gave
“Just to come and eat and him the particulars of her agree-
chatter?” asked Darnley. ment to receive a hundred dol-
M”ddcmw,jn'k'_ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂamd
more.” He raised his rather fine kept with Chico Sanson, and her
eyebrows.. “You might care to reasons for doing so. Possibly
add to your income that way? she hoped that the old gentle-
You were at Chico Sanson’s with man would reach down into his
me the other night” store of wisdom and advise her.
“Yes” But he did not do so.
“Not bad to look at; not hard  “You grabbed the oars™ he
to talk to?” once wrote; “now let's see you
“No.” row the boat™ :
“It wouldn"t be torture to dine She met all sorts of men; sin-
with him?” - gle, married, partially married. [
“Do you mean he is willing She met some who were adroit .K\q
to pay me a bundred dollars for and charming in their approach; :
eating dinner with him?* Darn- others who were obvious and
ley - clumsy. She encountered men
everywhere I turned. “No,” said Garden, leaning Who were gay and spendthrift,
Once TH -uu-q'ﬁ-hbu. “But I am. and men who were dourand par-
ED BEHIND ME, I lost all sense One hundred dollars for every simomious. One and all were
of being in a prison. We walked engagement of any kind that you avid to be seen with her, for
through humming cotfon mills, mMmake and keep with Sanson.™ there seems to be nothing the {
where busy workers nodded at “But suppose he doesn’t want New York male delights in so
their boss and smiled. We visited 10 invite me places.” ~ much as to be observed in pub- |
class-rooms where men were . °“He will invite you once. It lic places with a young and beau-
learning from their should be simple for you to see fiful woman She was mildly
ABCs to complicated trades. . .. 0 it he invites you again™ surprised to discover what a high
Never once was there a single re- “And where,” asked Darnley, Percentage of these gentlemen
minder that we were inside pri- “do you come in? What makes were innocent of any hopes of
son walls. . . . Inside the prison it worth such excellent wages Inientions except social ones. -
proper the guards were com- o you?™ She also discovered that the
pletely unarmed. There is not a  “I'm always thinking of oth- aftitude of the artist toward the ™
single blackjack, a single billy, ers,” said Garden. *“I only want model was vastly different from
or & gun. In fact, the only men him to have a good time. Does the atiitude of the layman. To
who hed instruments that could the idea appeal to you?” ,- an artist—as Peter Orrick, for
be used for viclence were the Darnley stared at the table- instance—ihe model was & part
prisoners themselves They clothh She was remembering of his equipment and not o be
wielded mallets, big scissors and those fragments of conversation pampered. The artist in gemeral
cutting knives while their guards- she had beard at Sanson's. The seemed fo feel that any giel »
walked about unarmed.” one about the advertising account should be gratified to pose for
The above does not correspond of the Inter-Continental Tobacce him and to run his errands and
with the report in the official Corporation, and the other one {0 do chores sbout the studio.
book, “American Prisoners and that hinted at possibilities that Most artists, instead of being gay
Reformatories, Handbook for Sanson could be placed on a spot. dogs whose studios were hotbeds
1929.” It puts Georgia low on the It involved the Golden Blend and of glamorcus sin, were plodding
list American prisons, and appertained to the Golden Biend fellows and not especially inter- =
penal conditions generally. There Girl. This offer of Garden's was esting oulside their art They
may have been a great change. & piece with those bits of talk. were glamorous only becauss
Will not the Oregonian run this Consequently it touched Far- Story writers, from Henrl Mur-
down? That action MIGHT lead rish and the Britton Agency and ger cnward, had found them ex-
to great reforms, and great econ- her own career. There would cellent material On the whole ,
omies, iIn Oregon and elsewhere. be skulduggery. And she, Darn- Darnley found them rather dull
Or it may lead to a joke. ley Carfax, would be on the in- “  {To be continued) g
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10:15—Wartime Women.
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