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Villages West
Of Stalingrad

Twin Offensives Gain

Also on Rzhev Front;

Nazis Rush Reserves

By EDDIE GILMORE

MOSCOW, Saturday, Dec. 5~(#)-The Red army seized 11 more
villages in the Stalingrad area Friday, presumably in the Don
river bend west of that city, surrounded a German stronghold
near Velikie Luki on the frozen central front, and killed up-
wards of 2500 nazis in twin offensives that still are gaining
ground, the soviets announced early Saturday.

The regular midnight communique said the Russians gained
200 to 300 yards inside Stalingrad itself, occupied two important

Kaiser Urges
Post-War Plan

Challenges Industry

Toe Show way to
Decent Living

NEW YORK, Dec. 4-(#)-Hen-
ry J. Kaiser told a meeting of 4000
of the country’s leading industrial-
ists Friday night they must show
the way to a decent standard of
living for the country of “sur-
render to the social politicians who
have little to offer save an ul-
time bankru g

At the-sam# time the west coast
shipbuider painted a shining pic-
ture of the possibilities for posti-
war America and offered a thumb-
nail sketch of his ideas which he
said would “need no commissions,
no corps of experts, no volumin-
ous reports.” .

He said at the closing dinner of
the National Association of Man-
ufacturers’ three-day convention,
preparations could be made now
for those post-war projects by the
pledging and deposit of war bonds.

Kaiser called the roll of the

war producis or services and
make known their willingness
te acecepi as advance payment
on purchases to be fulfilled in-
peacelime the war bonds inte
which an enormous veolume of

publis savings was presently
pouring.

Among the gigantic undertak-
ings which Kaiser proposed be
planned now were nine millions
units of housing, a “vast, modern,
well-unified daringly designed
and audiciously executed highway
system,” adequate medical care
for all health problems with con-
struction of the necessary facili-
ties, work on “our land transpor-
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-the nazi siege armies anchoraged

‘| election of officers at 4 o’clock.

points northwest and southwest
of the Volga river city, and were
beginning “the liquidation of en-
circled enemy strongpoints” in the
area of Velikie Luki, only 30 miles
from the Latviah border.

Dispatches said the Germans
were throwing reserves into the
central front in a desperate effort
to stem the red army in the
Rzhev-Velikie Luki-Vyazma tri-
angle nosthwest of Moscow.

The communique said thai
several more pepulated places
had been seized west of Rzhevw,
and for several days the Rus-
sians have reported numerous
holes torn in the German lines
between that point and Velikie
Luki.

One German infantry battalion
counter-attacking west of Rzhev
was smashed, the soviets said, and l
another battalion was “Touted
from a height controlling an im-
portant road in the Velikie Luki
area. _
“Hundreds of enemy dead re-
mained on the field of battle” in
the latter secior, the bulletin said.

In the Stalingrad area, the
communique said, the Russians
still were advancing on the east-
ern bank of the Don at the rear
of Stalingrad. It is this momen-
tous push that threatens to trap

between the Don and Volga rivers
before Stalingrad. Several enemy
strongpoints were overrun during
Friday and a commanding height
was taken after a battle which
cost the Germans 600 dead.

Southwest of Stalingrad anoth-
er 1000 Germans were killed, and
six tanks, 19 machine guns, two
trucks and 30 enemy dugouts
were destroyed in the capture of
a strong enemy point,

The Russians conceded they
were meeling stubborn resistance.

Young GOP
Sessions
Here Today

Members of the Oregon Young
Republicans federation will start
registering this morning at the Sa-
lem chamber of commerce for the
organization’s third annual con-
vention, to be held there during
the afternoon.

Opening ceremonies, in charge
of Sam F. Speerstra, Salem, con<.
vention general chairman, are
scheduled for 1 pm. Adam F.
Lefor, Eugene, federation presi-
dent, will preside over the bus-
iness sessions throughout the af-
ternoon, to be concluded with

The convention banguet is to
start at the Golden Pheasant res-
taurant at 6:30 p.m. with William
Bartle, Eugene, serving as toast-
master. Among state officials and
party leaders invited to speak are
Gov, Charles A. Sprague, Con-
gressmen-Elect Lowell Stockman
and Ellsworth, State Trea-
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WPA Abolished
By President

Private Employment
Boom Ends Relief;
Deadline June 30

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4-(#)-The
works projects administration,
which provided depression relief
for millions and an ever bitter
controversy for congress, was ord-
ered out of existence Friday by
President Roosevelt.

Wartime increases in private
employment make the agency un-
necessary now, he said in a letter
to Maj. Gen. Philip B. Fleming,
the federal works administrator.
Some individuals remain on the
rolls, he added, but they can be
provided for by the states and
localities. Uncompleted building
projecis are to be taken over by
other federal agencies.

In many states, the death
sentence Is to become effective
by February 1; in others *“as
soon thereafier as feasible.”
The whole is to be lHquidated
by June 30 at the laiest, for
Mr. Rooseveli observed there
would be no necessity for WPA
appropriations fer the mext fis-
cal year, which begins om that
date,

During its career, WPA spent
more than $10,000,000,000, provid-
ing relief for some 38,000,000 peo-
ple.

To the end, the president stoutly
defended the agency, its record,
and the policy which guided it.
It displayed “courage and deter-
mination in the face of uninformed
criticism,” he said. It had “asked
for and earned an honorable dis-
charge.”

WPA began its existence seven
years ago as the works progress
administration. It was a successor
to the old federal emergency re-
lief administration. Its program
was rooted in the theory that it
was better to make work for the
jobless than to provide them with
an outright dole.

Later, WPA was charged with
subsidizing elections. WPA super-
visors were accused of influenc-
ing WPA workers to vote for ad-
ministration-approved candidates.
Such criticism was a factor in the
enactment of the Hatch pure poli-
tics act, outlawing any such prac-
tices. "

WPA's foes began clamoring for
its liguidation some time ago, on
the ground that increased private
employment had made it unneces-
sary. Last spring the house came
within four votes of abolishing the
agency outright,

Mr. Reoosevelt said that expe-
rience had “amply justified” the
view that “providing wuseful
work is superior fo any kind of

Czars’
Naming

Slated

Wickard for Food and
McNutt for Draft
Posts Reported

By JACK BELL

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4P
Executive orders naming Sec-
retary of Agriculture Wickard
as food administraior and
transferring control over se-
lective service to the war man-
power commission headed by

Paul V. McNutt were reported
Friday night to be on President
Roosevelt’s desk for action Sat-
urday.

High administration sources who
could not be quoted by name said
the president planned to confer
on Wickard wide authority over
the nation’s wartime food produc-
tion, along with power to deter-
mine what products should be ra-
tioned and when new rationing
orders should be issued.

The delegation of selective
service policy-making functions
to the manpower commission,
it was indicated, would be ae-
companied by transfer of the
federal employment service to
the commission. This would
concenirate in McNuit's hands
centiralized contrel over man-
power.

The decision to make McNutt
the chief in this field was said to
have been taken after the presi-
dent abandoned plans for a three-
way cabinet shift which would
have given the post to Secretary of
Interior Harold L. Ickes.
Roosevelt that he turn over
manpower authority to James F.
Byrnes, the economic director,
were said to have been met with
objections from Byrnes that this
would place on him administrative
tasks conflicting with his full time
duties as stabilization policy mak-
er.

Snow Blanket
Here Surprise,
Melts Quickly

Most residents of Salem were
surprised Friday morning when
they got up and locked out of the
window to see a blanket of snow
covering the mud holes left by
the recent food. It was the first
snowfall of the season.

The rest of the population just
slept through the snow which had
disappeared before they got up.
Hundreds of residents were awak-
ened before their regular waking
hour by rhore excited members
of the family, who were perhaps
from sunnier climes and were
seeing their first snowfall

.The snow had disappeared be-
fore noon. Total precipitation dur-
ing the 24-hour, period ending at
11:30 Eriday night was three-
tenths of an inch, according fto
the airport weather observer.
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Why Rommel Left Tobruk

Argentine Spy
Charge Upheld

Latin Judge Asserts
German Diplomatie
Office at Fore

BUENOS AIRES, Dec. 4 (P
The Sumner Welles charges of
axis espionage in Argentina were
substantiated Friday by an Ar-
gentine federal judge who declar-
ed in the midst of an inquiry
that spying here was directed
from the German embassy and
who gn initial move to

punish $he offending diplomats or
expel ¥

Judge Jantuus made the
disclosure in ordering the testi-
mony of six accused gpies sent to
the supreme court to determine
whether the reich’s diplomats may
be brought to trial.

The supreme court is the only
tribunal authorized to try diplo-
mats but in order to do so it must
obtain permission from the Ger-
man government to have the rep-
resentatives waive their diploma-
tic immunity from prosecutign.

A court source said if Berlin
refused, as expected, to permit
the diplomats to stpnd trial as
common spies, then Argentina
would be forced to declare them
persona non grata.

However, if the supreme court
decided to press for the trial, it
appeared likely that Germany
would withdraw the accused rep-
resentatives or possibly oust them
from the German foreign service
in an attempt to maintain diplo-
matic relations with Argentina,

Senate Approves
Panama Pact
WASHINGTON, Dee. 4 —(#)

senate’s constitutional say on
treaties.
The 1 presented in the

By..-The Associated Press

The Republican resurgence in
the November election was due
to the indifference of laboring
men and women who frequently
forget to vote in times of pros-
perity, Phil Brady, Porland Cent-
ral Labor council prescident and
Multnomah Democratic represen-
tative, told the Willamette Demo-
cratic society in Portland.

Harvey Meade, 23, Toledo; Ralph
De Kuyper, 25, Lebanon, and
Frank Harris, 37, New York, are
held by the US marshal's office
on draft evasion charges.

Robert Douglas, 13, one of two
boys turned over to juvenile au-
thorities for abandoning saddle
horses near the interstate bridge

from a Portland detention home
tion of the war projects relief pro-

gram will not affect Oregon much,
(Turn to Page 2)

Marshall Says
Army Knows
What’s Doing

NEW YORK, Dec. 4(#)Crit-
ics of army planning and opera-
tions got this answer Friday night
from the chief of staff, Gen.
George C. Marshall—“"We know
what we are doing.”

In an address prepared for de-
livery to the National Association
of Manufacturers, Marshall said

that one public reaction to the
war had caused him “consider-

Taft to Back

withotaf . food or water, escaped que

Drop Supplies

Parachutes Sent to
Guinea Garrison
After Ship Loss

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA, Saturday, Deec. §
(Fy-Hard-pressed Japanese, ap-
parently finding:- too costly in
ships their repeated atiempts to

| day dropping supplies by para-
chute in an aerial attempt to re-

”relion his beleaguered
garrison.
The noon communigue told of
mopping up of pockets of oppo-
sition left behind by the allied
spearhead which fought its way
to the coast near Gona and then
turned toward Buna. More than
400 enemy dead have been count-
ed. In addition, an estimated 40
Japs drowned when two large
barges were sunk by bombers of
Gen. Douglas MacArthur's air
force. .

The fighting in sectors  other
than around Gona was referred
to &s intermittent. T
Allied planes bombed airdromes
up the New Guinea coast at Lae
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|QUARTERS IN NORTH AF.

lin a disorderly retreat, ﬂv_ oL
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ican combat troops ‘-ﬁ‘;-'
southeast of Tebessa near the
Tunisian - Algerian border
drove a mazi armored columm -
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ers and taking a town. ;‘""‘-“‘T.
The Americans fighting with ‘_‘"-
French allies were commanded by
Col. Edson Raff, US parachuts
leader, and included mixed units
of infantry, mechanized and par- 3
achute troops. '
Tebessa, Algeria, is 75 miles
from Gafsa, an important junction
in southern Tunisia, and 140
from Sfax, a Mediterranean .
fight-
ing still was going on between
Tunisia on the approaches to Bi- ¥
zerte and Tunis. i e
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By The Associated Press

LONDON, Dec, 4—A series of
terrific axis counterattacky
- ;




