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¢ Showdown Wi 7. Rommel Near;
Agheila, Tunis Areas Pressed

Bizerte
Positions

Pounded

Allied Troops
Pour in, Hope
To Clear Tunisia

CAIRO, Nov. 21.—(AP)—
Striking swiftly beyond new-
ly-captured Bengasi, the Brit- |
ish Eighth army squeezed "
Marshal Rommel’s chastised
Africa corps intc the ap-|
proaches of the El Agheila
defile Saturday night in a
race o deliver a knockout to

e - ]
the hapless axis survivors he- |
fore they could burrow into the |

nafural defenses of that 30-mile-
wide Libyan coastal strip.

British forward elements, now | Sgi. Clarence D
more than half way to Tunisia officer, Li. Col. W.

o
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. Leach, left, being congratulated by his commanding
P. Sammet, of the Timber Welf Division artil-

Adair Sergeant Awarded Medal

3

from their starting point at EI Jery. The sergeant has been awarded the Soldier's Medal for his
act

Alamein in Egypt, caught up with
the axis rearguard at Agedabia,
some 70 miles from El Agheila

maimining ts ‘sverate savencs| LiT€ Risked

of 30 miles & day, it appeared that

the showdown clash on the here- To Pre'vent

tofore unbreached El Agheila line

el e o 5 e | Fire Spread, .

By GAYLE TALBOT
Associated Press War Editor CAMP ADAIR, Nov. 21—8gt.
Hard-driving allied srmored| Clarence D. Leach, in the artil-

in jumping Inte
o

eciumns bent upon clearing Tu-| lery of “:” Timber Wolf il::;
nisia of axis domination, pounded | siom here, been awarded
soldier’'s medal for his set in

German defensive position about |

30 miles from Tunis and Bizerte | Jumping inte s truck and driv-
today while strong British, Amer- ing it out of the way of danger,
fcan and French forces were| in an oll fire of September 19.
rushing to win all north Africa| Werd to that effect has come
for the allies. from Washingien, DC

ere burned, ome
sergeant, whe was In
tal for 20 days. A part-
barrel of wasie oil had
soldiers were
the

3
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The axis army, hastily reinforc-
ed by air and sea, was striving
desperately to hold its grip on a
corner of Tunisia and avert an
“African Dunkerque,” while to
the east of Tripoli Marshal Erwin
Rommel was reporied to be brac-
ing his shaitered remnants for a
stand at the narrow pass at El
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French troops were reporied| has been promeoted to be tech-
hurling themselves upon German | piejam, fifth grade. Both men
dugouts in Tunisia after Ameri-| pave LL Cdl. W. P. Sammet as
can, British and Fighting French- | commanding efficer.
men had snatched control of amn Sgi. Leach was an auto me-
mechanized forces. fore entering the service Im

From distant Casablanca on the | 31848. The medal which will be
Morocean coast, American and| formally presenied later was
British troops were streaming| established at the same time as

eastward to aid the attack, indi-
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cating the major push was on.| jpn 1926, and was originally “in-
Reports from allied headquariers | temded as & reward for heroism
Gabes on the southern Tunisian| thme of pesce.” The medal is In
coast, thus cutting off the nazis| wense and s suspended from
in Tunisia from Rommel's sur-| s biwe ribbem with seven mar-
viving Africa corps. French troops| row stripes of white and six of
in Algeria were being instructed | red in the middle.

in the use of American arms to

asgist in the assault C )

The German and Ifalian forces

e e A Army Control Fought
Tunisia were dug im on a semi- WASHINGTON, Nov. 21-—-(#
circular line about 30 miles out- | Demands that control of indus-
side thé cities of Bizerte and | trial manpower be retained in
Tunis on the northern tip of the | civilian hands instead of allowing
protectorate, completely cut off|it to pass to military authorities

came from bi-partisan sources in
congress Saturday.

fruck and driving it out of danger, in an oil
fire of Sepiember 19. (Public Relations phete.)

Japs’ Backs
To Sea in

Buna Area

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN

second day at Buna, New Guinea
northeast port, befween general
Douglas MacArthur's advancing
troops and Japanese forces with

their backs to the sea, the high

| command reported today.

The sllied air force reentered
the struggle after being check-
mated by bad weather Saturday,

when the heavy fighting opened
for the decision which might well
be the most smashing land blow
the Japs have suffered.

Japanese naval forces, still will-
ing to risk punishment despite
this week's losses of a light cruiser
and a destrover which got under
the bombsight of allied planes,
were reported again maneuvering
off the coast.

Russians Nip
Nazi Drives

MOSCOW, Sunday, Nov. 22—
() —German assaults intended to
better the mnazi peosition in the
Caucasus after the smashing Rus-
sian victory before Ordzhonikidze
have been consistently burled
back by Russian units and at least
two companies and a battalion of
the enemy have been annihilated
or dispersed, the Russians report-
ed early Sunday.

The soviet midnight communi-
gue announced that in the Moz-
dok %rea (in the same general
sector where the Germans were
beaten) one soviet unit in one day
repelled three enemy attacks, “an-

nihilating some two companies of
enemy infantry.”

AUSTRALIA, Sunday, Nov. 22
(A)—Fierce fighting raged for the

Axis Sub
Activities
‘Knocked’

Mediterranean
Menace Hit by
Royal Navy

QUARTERS IN NORTH AFRI-
CA, Nov. 21—{P)—During the
past 48 hours there has been a
“definite slackening” of axis
U-boat activity in the western
Mediterranean, Admiral Sir
:Andrew Brown Cunningham,
commander of the naval forces

2 |in North African operations,

| declared Saturday.
He said that the Royal navy and

4 the RAF had given the German
and Italian submarines a “good |

knock.”

In his first press conference
since becoming naval commander
of the allied North African opera-
tions, the British admiral said he
thought there had been about 50
axis U-boats operating in the
Mediterranean and in the Atlan-
tic just off Gibraltar.

Discussing the complete opera-
tion, he said that “in the ap-
proaching stage, the losses of
merchant and navy ships were
considerably below what I ex-
pected and I don’t think the los-
ses of ships were out of propor-
tion to the results obtained.”

The admiral said he regarded
the estimate of two million tons
of merchant shipping to be saved
if and when the Mediterranean
route was reopened as “conserva-
tive.”

If North Africa is cleared of
axis troeps, the Mediterranean
sea will be epened to fast com-
veys which could get by the
Sardinia-Sicily bottleneek, but
some ships will have to continue
around the Cape of Good Hope,
he said.

The admiral expressed doubt
that the French fleet at Toulon
would ever join the allies,

The commander of allied naval
forces praised the Sclomon is-
lands victory by the United

States fleet as “a very fine show"”
and said that as a result of the
American navy's efforts in the
Pacific against the Japanese and
the obtaining of North African
bases, “the allied maval situation
is getting beiter every day, par-
ticularly in the Atlantic.”

Going, Going, Gone!
For $12,500—Bid

ALLIED FORCE HEAD-|

Coffee’s
Sale Off
For Week

Limited Ration
-For Butter and
Cheese Talked

By STERLING F. GREEN

WASHINGTON, Nov. 21 —
(#)—Coffee took its place with
sugar Saturday night on the
list of foods restricted by the
war while ratioming officials

butter.

As coffee sales were halted
for one week preliminary to
the start of cup-a-day ration-

ing, a spokesman for the office of
price admmnistration said that
butfer sand. meat supplies were in
“pretly bad shape” although but-

| Meat is to be ratioried about Jan-

: uary 15 when the néew “universal” |

Ihmu:htlham
. A house commiiice questioned

ter was not scarce enough yet to
warrant immediate rationing.

books are expected.
Meanwhile officials proceed-
ed with plans te ration gasoline
throughout the couniry Decem-
ber 1 as a tire conservation

messure despite fresh clamor

William M., Jeffers, rubber ad-
ministrator, during the day.
For easterners, Saturday night

Lochner Says
Hitler Beaten

In Africa

LEXINGTON, Ky., Nov. 21-({®
Louis P. Lochner, for 14 years
chief of the Asseociated Press bu-
reau in Berlin, declared Saturday
night that “the Uniied Nations
have beaten Hitler at his own
game in Africa™ |

Speaking to a Lexington pub-
lic forum sudience, Lochner cited

“know that without a long soft-
ening-up process, any large scale
attack there must result in the
loss of an enormous number of
lives.”

Lochner was one of three cor-

~ | state hospital for the insane here last week was
cleared Saturday night with the announcement by Dr. Jo
C. Evans, superintendent, that a patient at the w
:aﬁlkaeeidenhl!r substituted roach powder for powdered

studied the status of meats and |

since last July, and for 18 months prior to that on the co
ing staff at Cottage farm, in a statement to Capt. Wal
Lansing of the state police, at 9:30 Saturday night te
a previous statement and admitted having sent a patient fo,
the cellar for the powdered milk tq be used in the ew '
meal of scrambled eggs, Dr. Evans said. :

the eggs without detection, Evans said.

: powdered milk out of the storeroom himself. The ms

escaped. There Mrs. Allie Wassell, attendant in charge, tasted .'
the eggs, and ordered her 63 patients to stop eating. She became
violently ill, but will recover.

essential tasks about the institution, were begging to be permit-
ted to go back to their jobs Saturday, Supt. Evans said. Few

were allowed to, however, for fear they had not regained suffi- ¢
cient strength. T ' i

paid non-patient employes went to work in the institution after

E

hours last night %o help catch up on much-needed operations
there. - i -
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mended that coloring of sodium fluoride poisons be
in the future to prevent them from being mistaken for powdere
milk, salt or sugar. The board said the poison is eommonly u
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investigating officers by Dr. Joseph Beeman, director of the state
_police erime laboratory. MM'w-'-h-w.bi s
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Police recalled Saturday night that when Mel at the
five-minute trip to the cellar for needed supplies, State Treasur-

atoll in the dark early
morning hours yesterday, after 25
days lost at sea, said to Private
John F. Bartek, one of com-
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out of gas during an inspection
flight.

The flier, known almost as well
for his many escapes in air mis-
haps as for his record as Amer-
ica’s premier ace of the last World
war, talked more of other sub-
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Assistant Cook Reverses =
Earlier Statement, Says
Afraid to Confess Error

Mystery of the poison that killed 47 patienis at

the
y
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]L.B.Memno;,mg cook at uu'ln-n'al
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The poison resembles powdered milk, and it was mixed Iﬁ.

“It was a terrible error,” the mperintendenl said. -
Within minutes more than 450 patients were ill., % s 1
oll ¥ 3

within the hour of the meal, and by the next day the t v
Dr. Evans said recovery of all those ill seemed assured Saturday.

- |
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were kept under lock, and only McKillop and three other .
ployes had keys. McKillop gave his to the patient he sent for

Capt. Walter Lansing said the patient, George A. Nosen, 27,
Medford, Ore., who voluntarily entered the hospital in 1

=

storerooms. ~ - ) e L I
he was rushed in his work. 7
Lansing continued his questioning late Saturday night. el
Dr. Evans said, however, “it was not a criminal act so far
as I can tell.” i
The roach poison contained deadly sodium fluoride, which
paralyzed its victims within seconds. Their breathing grew
labored. Some were contorted with pain. The lips of bthers
turned blue with numbness. Still other retched blood. =
Only one ward of the five in which the eggs were served

Many of the stricken patients, all of whom worked at various

Without his knowledge, the superintendent said, 40 of the |
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The Oregon state board of pharmacy only Friday recom-
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That no powdered milk was used in the mmm'




