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Naval Victory ¢
Intercollegiate debate used to intrigue your
correspondent but there was one thing about it
we' couldn't digest. That was the practice of
endlessly quoting “authorities.” At times it
was carried to such extremes that a so-called
debater in 15 minutes of discoumse wouldn’t
advance a single opimion of his own or ex-
pound one item of griginal logic; just quote,
quote, quote. -
. The trouble with quoting “authorities” aside
from the obvious one that they invariably dis-
agree, is that nearly every one has a“slant”
which needs to be recognized in order to evalu-
ate what he has to say. The debater rattles
off an imposing title and quotes its owner in
an opinion quite uncomplimentary to the rail-
roads—and how is the auditor to know this
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Three-Day Ship

Henry Kaiser has gone and .done it again;
a three-day ship at the Vancouver yard, which
we can claim as our own even though it is on
the Washington side of the Columbia. Fact is,
;b:y&ndndoubtm&lemmhadahand

This brings back to the northwest the honors
recently stolen away by California when the
Oregon Shipbuilding yard’s ten-day record was
eclipsed.

But, you may say, this three-day vessel was
just a “landing boat.” Now this is a matter
on which this column has first-hand knowledge,
believe it or not. “Constant readers” if any will
recall our confession to having “trod the deck”
of a vessel being outfitted after launching at
Vancouver. It was one offthese “landing boats.”

“authority” was once struck and nearly killed .~ While there is much that we dare not reveal,

by a train?

Right now while the news from the _Paciﬁc
4 §s unguestionably cheering, is a good time fo
ponder the charges voiced recently by 'Con-
gressman Melvin J. Maas of Minnesota,- who
originally intended to say over the radio “We
are still losing the war in the Pacific. We have
been losing it every day since Pearl Harbor.”
But when he finally took to the air he changed
the first sentence to “We are still not winning
the war in the Pacific” but didn’t change the
second one. Newspaper readers have a slight
advantage over debate auditors but not enough.
Congressman Maas is a republican, an insurance
agent with marine corps aviation branch war
experience and now a colonel in the marine
corps aviation reserve—but we don’t know what
train may have hit him.

What we do know is that the text of his
address doesn't quite support his conclusions.
He made a major point of the disaster which
befell four United Nations cruisers off the Solo-
mons—a tragedy we already knew about, and
a blunder corrected in the only way possible, by
a subsequent shakeup in command. But even
greater emphasis was laid upon the circum-
stance that just at present Japan is free to
exploit the big new South Pacific empire she
has acquired. If that isn’t stopped soon we'll
never defeat Japan, Maas concludes; instead
we'll presently take a back seat.to a huge new
slave-labor, industrial “civilization” of the
orient. Tragic if true, but it doesn’'t really
prove either that we have “been losing every
day” nor that we are “still not winning.”

There is one point made in Maas' address
which is however of current significance. He
said of that Solomons naval disaster that “the
whole thing was over in eight minutes. Well,
you may recall that we pointed out here the
examples of Trafalgar and Santiago to illustrate
the suddenness of great events in sea warfare.
An early example from this war, in the Java
Sea fighting, is now available as first analyti-
cal accounts are published. There too the major
damage was done in a fraction of an hour.

Details of the thundering victory we ar cur-
rently celebrating—temperately in the light of
Secretary Knox’ warning that it was less than a
knockout to enemy sea power—are so far frag-
mentary but obviously the action occurred
within a single night. Elev emy warships
and twelve other Japaneseg'r went to the
bottom and seven were dama

Well—if things can and do happen thus rapid-
ly in sea warfare, why be so impatient? Let's
say this wasn't a knockout. It was, though,
exactly the result this column suggested some
weeks ago. The enemy, seeking to “save face”
as well as to regain a strategically important
base, ricked and lost mere of his sea power than
he could afford to lose, and more than it was
worth.

Let's not permit impatience and doubts to
rob us of the gratification to which events en-
title us. It was-a great naval victory. It con-
firmed our confidenee in the leaders and men
of our navy, now the largest as well as the best
sea fighting force the world has even known.
There will be more such victories. One of them,
some day, will be the final victory in the Paci-
fic war. -

Advance Agent

There was .something typically American
about the recent exploit of Major General Mark
W. Clark which makes his consequent, or at any
' | rate subsequent, promotion to the rank of leu-
" tenant general especially popular.

General Eisenhower most likely deserves
credit for planning General Clark’s “advance
agent” wventure into territory which presently
was to be invaded, but there is plenty of credit

we can say this much. These are not rafts, nor
mere barges. They are smaller and lighter than
the Victory ships. But they are real vessels, and
quite substantial. Yes, we san swear to that.

News Behind
the News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, Nov. 17—The liberals are al-
ways complaining because Mr. Roosevelt never says
anything about Britain granting India her freedom.
If they will read again the president’s radio ad-

- dresson the Philippines, they
% may find he has spoken on In-

dia, definitely and forcefully—

without identifying her specifi-
cally.

Delicacy of diplomacy may
prevent FDR from telling Bri-
tain straightout what to do
with” her empire problems, but
the independence formula
which he set for Quezon is not
copyrighted. Furthermore, he
said it was a “united nations

~ pattern, philosophy and ideal,”
for all small nations.

Briefly, it provides, first; the
acceptance by both the larger and smaller nations
of a Bincere desire to work toward independence.
It provides mutual economic and political planning,
step by step, tfoward complete independence over a
period of years. -

No doubt it is the formula which Mr. Roosevelt
will insist upon at the peace conference for Imdia,
and all undeveloped nations desiring independence.

A number of public men (including Rep. Maas)
are crying out for aggressive action to destroy
Japan in the Pacific, instead of concentrating large-
ly on Hitler in Europe.

Whether or not this is desirable, it cannot be ac-
complished. It is impossible.

The true facts are easy to see, although they
naturally are not being announced officially. The
Pacific war is a naval war primarily. To defeat
Japan, we must have sea mastery in the western
Pacific,

Anywhere we are to go, we must have superior
naval strength. But we cannot attain this as long
as the British fleet is required in the Atlantic
and Mediterranean.

We cannot even put forward our own best naval
effort there while a threat to our shipping and
shores keeps part of our fleet in the Atlantic,

Losses of our aircraft carriers' (the fleet's of-
fensive ) reported around the Solomons
the past th make our unsatisfactory Pacific
naval situation even more plain. '

Mr. Roosevelt's basic strategy, therefore, seems
beyond debate no matter how impatient we may
be to even the score with the nether axis partner
who has taken the greatest toll of our men and

The voice of Senator Byrd is again crying out
against the war waste in the wilderness of flowing
billions that is Washington. He is drowned out by
the swishing of paper currency—planned war ex-
penditures for the year have reached $78,000,000,~
000 (twice the size of the debt that worried us be-

fore the war) and the debt has soared above $80.-
000,000,000.

Paml Mallos

It is practically impossible for anyone, even with

of the airport here (which cest three
what was expected) Mr. Roosevelt
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Cyclones Sometimes Play the Queerest Tricks
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Radio Programs

KSLM—WEDNESDAY—1J0 Ke

EALE—MBS—WEDNESDAY-—133¢ K¢

§:45—Good Morning Club.
;JD—HW J
i ohnny.
730~ Timekeeper.
8:00— Club.
30—News.
8:45—What's New.
9:00—Boake Carter,
#:15—Woman's Side of the Newn
#30—This & That -

kl
4:38—Johnson % |
430—News
4:45—Candlelight and Silver.

‘§:45—Movie Parade.
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These schodmies sre supplled by 7 '
the raspective siatioms. Any waria. 7:30—Man Bshind the Gun.
tionk moted by listemers are dms to 8:00—Amos n' Andy.
changes made the siatioms with- l:!mm
out mneotice to BewWEpaper. 8:30—Dr.
All radio stations may be cut from 8:55—Dick Joy. News
the air at Ume iu the Interests 900—-William Winter.
of mational ¢ 9:15—Melodly Time.
9 30—NW Neighbors.
8: ¢ gﬂ—t‘;nm'm
l:ﬂ-ﬂmﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ 10 :20—Adrflo. |
=1s-—nnmm: um—mmn&
.:u_c"}"w MG L lﬁ:ﬂ-—ﬂnp,lmlh .
00—Raymond Gram
: wing. ﬁmmm

4
:'IS—Dow Lane 6. s Serenade.
1015 —Melody Time® 7:00—Newn Headlines and Highlights
20—Broadway Bandwagon. ;ﬂ_ of - Vienna.
g e e I 7-45—Sam Ha ’
11:00—This Moving Warld. b & aam.
i gy | 8:15—James Abbt.m
11 30—War News Roundup. 4 ames
* s 30—Symphonic S
EOIN—CE>—WEDNESDAY—810 Re. 8:45—David Harum
8:00—Northwest Farm Reporter. 9:00—The O'Niells
8:10—N.W. Farm Reporter 9:15—Words and Music.
§:15—Breakfast Bulletin 9:30—Enjoy Yourselves
84— Victory Frant 10- Mahr
c k
7:90—Koin Clock 10:15—H News Flashes
¥:15—Wake Up News 10:45—Dr te.
7:30—News
T7:45—News

8:00—Consumer News:
8:15—Four Clubmen,
8:30—Valiant Lady.

8:45—Stories America

9:00—Kate Smith Speaks 12:30—Pepper Young's Family.
9:15—-Big S l}ﬂ—m Happiness.

£ - Aelen Trent. 1-15—Stella
l:u—(mrcusg.ad-y 1301 i 5 X
10:15—Ma Perkins. :“-;"‘::‘ '&ﬂh;‘l" Brown.
10:30—Vic Sade ":.“‘"_m‘ Marries.
T e 2-30—Just Plain Bill
11-18—Aunt Jen 2:45—Front ::-:’_ -
1130 We Love & Lesin. (Contin on Page 11)
11:45—News
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He lifted her to her feet, and
she moaned and sank to the floor

“I can’t stand up,” she moan-
ed. “It hurts. I can’t bear it!"”
“Listen, Marie; this is one time
you've got to take (itt You can
stand long enough to get this
picture. We've got 20 minutes
left before this dingus pulls out
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12:15—Bob Anderson, News.
12:30—Joyce Jordan,

12 :45—Bachelor's Children.
im—Glhn Draxe.

Bits for

By R. J HENDRICKS

Breékfast -

Many changes have 11-18-42

come in the Oregon
Country, térritory, state
and viewsd, habits and custom:

2:45—Ben Bernie,

3:00—Meet Mr. Emmel."

:.:;IS:ITC‘:;’ w’t kin, K'm" Singing.
2 or

3:45—News. o

4 00—=SecLnd Mry  Surton
4:15—Wilbur Hatch Orchestra
4:30—Easy Aces

The

Letters trom Statesman
Readers

Americans who happen to be of 1845,
Negroes, including Negro sol- 18 convening at the
diers, are discriminated against same 24 of that year,
by many botels, restaurants and but July 5 to convene
other establishments in Salem again hold an elec-
and in other communities. This tion of the people July 25, on
violates the letter and spirit-of all proceedings that had gone
our constitution, but discrimina- Applegate, pioneer
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legislature in May, |
the first regular session con-
vened the first Monday in De«
cember, 1850, which was Dec. 2.
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vallis, and the 1855-6 one moved
it back to Salem; nearly the only
law it enacted at Corvallis.
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