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Investigating Dies

As the president said in reporting on his tour
of the nation, the people of America are united.
From the youthful private engaged in a battle
wits with enemy snipers on Guadalcanal to
retired merchant who ean serve only by
war bonds and avoiding unnecessary
all citizens—practically speaking—are
agreement as to the necessity of victory and,
degree depending upon, their indi-
characters, willing to cooperate and sac-
in order that victory may be achieved.
are of course a few crackpots who
the war is just a foul plot on the part of
e other than the axis; and a very few
axis sympathizers; and almost the nor-
mal peacetime number of chiselers and buck-
passers. War, as Kipling said, doesn't really
transform blackguards into a “thin red line of
heroes.” But there is more unity—more agree-
ment on first principles, less dissension, than
at any time within our recollection, Less than
in World War I, when there were a good many
German sympathizers. This time, their number
Is insignificant,

For the most part, the ideological arguments
which engaged us in the depression years are
buried, perhaps for the duration though they
are not dead. Some politicians are trying to
keép them alive but they lack an attentive audi-
ence. Conservatives have temporarily forgiven
President Roosevelt and he has forgiven them;
and the communists are cooperating in the war
effort because Russia is our ally.

Now comes The Nation, national liberal mag-
azine, with an entire issue devoted to an “ex-
pose” of Congressman Martin Dies and his com-
mittee investigating “un-American” move-
ments. Advance notices suggested that Freda
Kirchwey and her aides were about to blast
Dies right out of congress and perhaps across
the Atlantic into Germany.

Well, they have made a pretty fair case for
what they did seek to prove; that Martin Dies is
& lowlife, his associates on the committee sharp
schemers or deluded dummies, J. B. Matthews
who is the brains of the program a poisonously
vindictive ex-communist or fellow-traveler;
that the committee never has uncovered any-
thing congress and better-informed citizens
didn’t already know, that it has been surpris-
ingly gentle with the silver shirts and other
American fascists, that many of its witnesses
have ‘been of that ilk and disreputable into
the bargain, and that the committee's “sensa-
tional disclosures” have been ludicrous.

All these things may be true; there never has
been a time when this column was disposed
to waste a single breath defending the Dies
committee. It has been our attitude that their
rank and file of American communists were a
muddled lot, and most of their leaders smart
chiselers rather than the crackpots they may
have seemed—and so what? What could we do
about them? Not much, so far as we could see,
without violating American principles on our
own hook, except to puncture their ideological
balloons, watch them, and arrest them if they
broke any laws.

So we're not disposed to argue with The Na-
tion on that point. Still, it's our verdict that its
“expose” is largely a dud. And the reason it is
& dud—aside from the paucity of concrete facts
and the obvious bias of each of its writers—
is that this is what they set out to proye about
the Dies committee;

Its purpose—its specific political purpose—
is to discredit and if possible destroy the New
Deal and the progressive elements in the na-
tional Administration, especially the President
‘of the United States.

- I that's all they intend to prove, our reac-
tion is a yawn., For though the accusation in-
cludes the language “and if possible destroy,”
that means actually no more than “discredit.”
And to our mind, the new deal was discredited
years ago. It's all right with us if Dies does
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further discredit it, though we can't see that .

hahnmademypmgremmt,wethink, is
the real, valid criticism to be made of the Dies
committee; it doesn't accomplish anything ex-
cept to spend the hxpn.yers' money and keep

As the president said, we are united. Ideolo-
ﬂummoﬂlybuﬁedfor-thedmtkm.a-gl
any actual traitors can be handled by the po-
lice. So why do we need a Dies committee?

Actually there's nothing invidious about it
~Henry Kaiser and the British shipbuilders are
figuratively “in the same boat” and as a matter
of fact, they're building the same boats, the
Liberty freighter being an English design. But
the British have been the world’s greatest boat
builders for many centuries and they're just a
bit red-faced about Kaiser's records. Twice re-
cently, at any rate, British Information Service
has been at some pains to tell their side of the
story. And really there is something to be said
on their side. For one thing, manpower is to
date much scarcer and more precious in Eng-
land than here; they don't have the big ship-
yard crews Kaiser has. They point out that per
man-day, they get more accomplished.
another thing, they don't work at night, be-
cause shipyards lit up for night operation would
provide an easy target for
in the third place, despite these handicaps they
have turned out Liberty ships in 30 days, which
isn't bad. But we have a notion Kaiser taught
them things about mass production, which help=
ed them to do that well.

the enemy. And

Whoever named it “the axis” played right
into the hands of the punsters. For no matter
how the war is going otherwise, it is clear that
the axis being ground.

News Behind
the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by
duction in whole or

King Features Syndicate, Inc. Repros
tnur!-lb-ul:uywohml

WASHINGTON, Oect. 13—Hot-and-cold-blowing
patriots have been buying government bonds in
public, then sneaking to the
to redeem them for cash.

The number of these Chameleon heroes is grow-
ing, not much, but too much,
The last treasury figures show
$25,000,000, of war bonds were
redaetned ln Jul’l mm'm
in August, and $34,000,000 in
September, for a total of $01.-

postoffices and banks

have tiptoes in for redemption,
nobody knows. The amount in-
volved in dollars cannot be
large, yet it seems almost in-
credible that any American, at
a time like this, would cash
in either his bond or his stamp,
unless he faced a personal crisis just as serious
as the national crisis which caused him to invest

+ Not much is said publicly about these people.
From the purely financial standpoint, the treasury
is «not alarmed, inasmuch as the September re-
demptions amounted to only .027 per cent of the
bonds sold that month.

But everyone knows it costs the treasury money
to sell bonds (administration, advertising, ete.,)
and every bond or stamp redeemed must be sold
over again at added expense.

There are few more effective ways you can
aid the enemies of this country than by bravely
pretending to buy what you do
hold and defend.

Paul Mallom

 not propose to

The government is not fooling now in its promise
fo provide tires for all, to keep this motorized na-
tion going on wheels. The promise of Mr. Jeffers
can and will be fulfilled.

The government already has practically doubled
the recapped tire quotas for public disposition this
month of October, from 425,000 to 925,000.

.As tires wear out, B, C.and S card-holders will
g0 before an inspector every 60 days. (A card hold-
ers every four months) and from them may secure
certifications with which to appeal to the ration-
ing boards for reclaimed rubber tires. No one
here suggests the program will not work.

Two months ago rubb®r was the hottest subject.
Today, it is the coldest.

The only thing that has happened in the mean-
time has been a straightforward, common-sense in-
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Running Out of Paint?
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Radio Programs

ESLM—-WEDNESDAY—1300 K,

6:45—Rise "N’ Shine,
7:00—News.

7:45—Your Gospel
30—News

1:15—Mal Hallett’s Orchestra
1 8 Melodies,
1:45—Four Notes.

<
l»:ll—:qnl.u Music.
7:00—News in Brief
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11:30—News.

9:15—W m&m’ of the News
: omans
9:30—This & That

eWEs
10:15—I'll Find Way.
10:30—News. il

10:35—Women ‘I‘m:_
10:45—Buyers

EEX—-WEDNESDAY —1I% Ko
6:00—Moments of .
6:43—Western &n
1":%—-Stnﬂun‘ me

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

What is communism? 10-14-42 ago. The story had become vague
in our own mind with the pass-
ing of years, We'were glad to
have found it again by this hap-

Russia is in the family
of nations, presumably to
remain throughout the ages:
= %N

(Continuing from yesterday.)
Quoting the McGroarty article's
concluding words: “It would
seem to be an extremely diffi-
cult thing to convince a man
used to possession of property
that it is his duty to surrender
that possession to the state in
order that it might become the
common property of all. Even
though he owns no more than
the pipe he smokes, he wants it
for himself. And though he be as
poor as a church mouse he is
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10:30—Little Jack Little.
10:30—Benny Walker's Varieties,

11:00—House in the Country,
Trails,
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Chapler 45 Atwill to remon-
Paula watched the look on his d&hhnadugt
face, then added with a laugh: blow on the head. Describ-
“Don't worry—I'll take a chance ing his assailant as young, rather
on it if you will, Smithy.” tall and clean-shaven, Atwill
Eventually it was agreed that said he was a gentleman, not a
they should go to Polesby the “rough™ The police are investi-
next day, announce their plans gating the unexplained disap-
to the company, and ask for a pearance of a member of a local
few week’'s holidey. She was sure  theatrical touring company.
Margesson would agree, if they He put aside the paper, stared
approached  him fairly and ;t.h-m‘:lmt.:;thlﬁ
squarely; he liked both of them, head slowly
and the slack season was on. hands. When he loocked up he
They rose early and took a walk was very pale. The train was
fo the end of the village, dis- stopping at Worling, where a
cussing a future of which Beach- crowd of farm workers waited
ings Over seemed already to have on the platform. She had only
become a part. “Oh. Smithy, isn't time to say: “Darling, if anyone
it beautiful? I didn't see it like gets in, don’t look like that™
this yesterday—I was so worried ~ Nobody got in, and his con-
about finding you—but it's just trolled features relaxed.
the sort of place I've always “Oh, Smithy . .. you don’t re-
dreamed of. I know that's sen member?”
mental—but stage people are — “I remember jumping over—it
they love the sweet little cottage wasn’t a barrier—just a rope
idea, though most of them would And if I hit the fellow, it was ac-
be bored to death if they ever cidental—a push that made him
got one—mercifully they don't, as  fall, maybe with his head on the
a rule—they either die in the pavement—I didn’t look back. I
poorhouse or save enough to buy was running.” He added, leaning
a pub on the Brighton Road.” forward with both hands on her
She chatlered on, and sgon it knees: “I do want you to know
was time to walk back to the that I'm not a homicidal maniac
cottage for Mrs. Deventer’s excel- rushing about committing crimes
lent breakfast, pay their bill, and and then forgetting about them.
assure her they would return When I said that last night for
soon for a longer stay, The old half an hour I felt the return of
lady was delighted, keeping up all the bad things, I meant things
the farewell greetings all the in my own mind—fears that I
way down the avenue of holly- had to fight down . . , but they
hocks to the front gate. By the were in my own mind, and I did
time they passed the post of- fight them down. I never lost
fice the morning papers were control. I want you to believe
just unloaded; Smith that—no matter who else disbe-
bought one and scanned the front lieves it™
page during the mile-long tramp (To be continued)
to the railway station. Mostly
about Brown and Alcock, he told L J
her, summarizing the newly an- TOda! SGal'del‘l
muﬂdﬂo{&eﬂﬁa\ﬁh_ By L. MADSEN

c fligh history.
they were settled in the train did __ Mrs- H. R. asks for informa-
she glance at paper herself. tion on how to care for tuberous

“Brown and Alcock.”
**But I don't know what you
mean.”

That he was assaulted by an

tomtin mm ‘was the story told

verton police last night

by Thomas Atwill, railway po-
liceman,

viaduct at a late hour. Taken to

the Cottage Hospital, Atwill stat-

ed that he had been on plain-

clothes duty to prevent pedestri-
from

sary to do this for one day each
Year in order to preserve the
company’s legal title to the right
of way. Shortly after nine o'clock
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begonias for the winter. She
writes that she still has many
beautiful flowers on her begon-
fas which she hates to disturb.
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30—Stars of
45—Keep Fit TClngu
00—News Headlin
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Fall showing

' You can still get superb
ﬂmltﬁéhwmmldhhﬁamménnammwn
nyummnnmmum.&zpwruuqcﬁnhuhw
of custom fabrics and styles.
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