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Size of the Bite

Last month inflation, or the high cost of liv-
ing if you prefer the president’s vocabulary,
was the immediate home front problem. This
month it is manpower, Virtually every employ-
er has found it an immediate and painful
problem. Of course in some cases the cold,
hard answer is that the jobs he seeks to fill
are non-essential and when they no longer can
be filled from any source they’ll just remain
vacant, even if that also means his business
folds up. In a total war there are home front
casualties that cannot be avoided.

But in the manpower pinch we “ain't seen
nothin’ yet” And somewhere—though living
Americans have seen nothing even approaching
it—there is an absolute bottom limit to produc-
tion for civilian subsistence—certainly a limit
below which a maximum ‘war effort will be
impossible.

Perhaps it proves only that statistics do lie,
but statistically, it's hard to explain how the
nation can be doing as much as it is doing
right now. Civilian production was at a low
ebb, for example, in 1933. It was then that the
national income dropped to around 40 billion
dollars—and no one actually starved. So
civilian production could drop that low again
without undue hardship—if the goods produced
could be equitably distributed in view of a
trebled purchasing power. But—in 1933 there
were only about 13 million “statistically” un-
employed.

Now we are rapidly approaching the point
of producing for war alone, twice what we
produced for all purposes including exports—
which didn't amount to much—in 1933. Mean-
while we are producing more for civilian con-
sumption than we did in 1838 when the na-
tional income had risen to 63 billion. Mean-
while also, while seeking to push war produc-
tion still higher we are talking about increas-
ing the number of men in the armed services
to 13 million—about the number who were
unemployed in 1933.

How, with a “statistical” labor force not much
above that of 1933, can we do all that? How,
for that matter, can we be doing all we are
now?

Well, there are a number of answers. Wages
and prices have risen enormously since 1933
so that, producing no more in actual goods, a
worker produces much more in dollar values.
Then again, more of the workers are producing,
fewer are engaged in non-productive services.
A great many things are being left undone,
such as road-building and, yes, leaf-raking.
And many workers are employed more hours
per week and more months per year, than in
1933,

Nevertheless there is a limit, after the
sources of additional labor we mentioned a
few days ago are all utilized.

And right now it is apparent that Uncle
Bam is engaged jn revising his judgment of the
“bite” he has taken, to determine whether or
not it can be chewed. Specifically, that thirteen
million figure for the armed services. Can it be
attained—without weakening the production
structure behind our armed services to the
point of reducing their potential effectiveness?

That figure may be revised downward—not
with any view to reducing the United States’
share in the actual fighting, but with a view to
making this nation’s contribution more ef-
fective because better balanced.

One reason for the adoption of those “big
army” plans was the possibility that one or all
of our allies might be knocked out and this na-
tion forced to fight a defensive war. That looks
much less likely now, And it will be even less
likely if we fulfill to the utmost, even at, the
cost of a slower rate of induction and training
of fighters, our original pole—"“arsenal of de-
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Dimmer

Well ahead of the effective date so that all
concerned may make the proper arrangements,
the western defense command announces that
the dimout must be dimmer. “Ours not to rea-
son why"—though the reasons are obvious
enough. The dimout to date has not reduced
the glow visible at sea, to the extent deemed
necessary. And though it's difficult to realize
that Salem’'s normal overhead glow is visible
at sea under any circumstances, most citizens
have been a bit surprised heretofore that street
lights, for example, were not shaded from
above.

Having survived, at a time when weather
was comparable to that now prevailing and
anticipated for some months to come, the total
blackouts of almost a year ago, western Ore-
gon people will find the dimmer dimout no une
bearable hardship. -

Coincidentally, it goes into effect within a
week of the anniversary of Salem’s first prace
tice blackout—remember with what a light-
hearted spirit of make-believe we entered into
that little Hallowe'en game?

It seems more than a year. Much has hape
pened, and many things have changed.

On the theory that any fellow who's been
under enemy fire has a right to his say, Wen-
dell Willkie will still be entitled to a hearing
when he gets back home. The Nips seem greatly
interested in his welfare.

News Behind-
the News

By PAUL MALLON
uction 1a whote e 1n Dact Ay eeat ), Revse:

WASHINGTON, Oct. 12—Watch next for a big
nazi drive on Leningrad.

Preparations for a renewed nazi attack on Rus-
sia's second city have been noted. The Germans
want to get there, before a heavy freeze enables

; the Russians to move reinforce-
ments in across the ice,

If the Germans can break
through and capture the city,
they can join lines with the
Finns. The city, therefore, has
great strategic value,

Its loss also would put an end
to the operations of a few small
naval units which the reds
have been able to maintain in
the Baltic, and would close that
sea to Stalin.

Hitler’'s suggestion that he
el o will switch to artillery and dive
bombing at Stalingrad is merely an admission that
he went after the city the wrong way in the
first place. He thought he could take it in a
hurry by direct assault, but his losses were too
heavy, probably not as great as the fantastic

Russian claims, but foo heavy to warrant con-
tinuance of that method.

Timoshenko has been hitting the nazi left flank,
north of the city, where the reds have been trying
to get an offensive started for some weeks. This
might possible cause Hitler to relax his grip on the
city. But there is every reason to expect the
nazis will swarm on southward and establish a
Volga river defense line for the winter.

The government is none too sure of its case
against James Petrillo, the musicians’ labor czar,
who tells the nation what music it can hear. The

. courts have not been encouraging Prosecutor Thur-

man Arnold much in his efforts to use the anti-
trust laws to break up union czarism.

Petrillo is really only¥ a small potato in Arnold’s
fight. The powerful AFL building trades union
group is much more important, and it practices
the same controls Petrillo uses, resiricting new
devices for making building cheaper, ete. It is
swinging its publicity and legal power behind
Petrillo. s

There is no guestion about Arnold’s
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German Morale Gets Another Lift!

Radio Programs

7:45—Your Gospel! Program.
8:00—Bert Hirsch N

8 u..oveny Band,
9:00—Pastor's Call

:10—Sincerely Yours.
8:30—You Can't Do Business With

T.
B:45—Neil Bondshu's Orchestra.
9:00—News .
#:15—Hoopie Hawaiians.
9:30-Man Your Battle Stations.
9:45—Carl Ledel and His

Troubadors,
10:00—Let's Dance.
10:30—News.
10:48—Claude Thornhill Orchestra.
Has—s phonic Swing.
4 ymphon
11:30—Last l(tnzlle. N:.-\u.

EOIN—CBS—TUESDAY—970 Ke.

, Dick Joy.
T:45—Nelson Pringie News.
8:00—Consumer News.
B:15—Consocle Melodies.
8-30—Valiant Lady
§:45—Stortes America Loves.
9:00—Kate Smith Speaks
§:15—Big Sister
9:30—Romance of telen Trent
9:45—0Our Gal Sunday
10:90—Life Can Be Beautiful

Today’s Garden-

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

PT.P. is worrying about the
lack of commercial fertilizer
for her lawns next year. Re-
ports that her garden has always
a pride, that she has always
a lot of commercial fertili-
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These schedules
e

the respective stations. Any varia-
tions noted by listemers are due to
changes made by the stations with-
out botice te Bewspaper,

of matiomal

10:15—Ma

10:30—Vic &

10:45—The

9:30--Vi Harvest,
10:00—Five Finan
10:15—Wartime Women.
10:20-Air-Flo.
10:30—World
10 -ﬂ—é‘- :. v

2 on Victory,
11: s COrchestra.
11:55—News

“MEC-—?U“D"-—II“

of Today
11:45—Keep Fit With Pa Jean,
12:00—News Headlines and E.um
12:15—Livestock Revorter. g
12— shaen g:::m'
L!:H—Nmrrlcnu.
1 b Matinee. rs gt

S56—News

1
:m—m Quiet Hour.

:m of e
3:30—Wartime Periscope.
430—Hank Lawson's Knights,
4:45—Dr. H. H. Chang.

:?—Du Winslow.

e W
l'.“—w

6:15—James Ahbc' Covers the News.

6 n January.
w—lﬂrﬂm
8:00—Earl vin, News,

:t l'h.-

30— Information

9:00—Duffy’s Tavern.
:mm-dm‘m
gs_mm-twa.

1 Hotel
e e e

11:30—-War lk? .I.-‘l;

Samn

:.:tou Songs
:-u—wﬂn Side of News.
l:ho-—m and That e
10:15—I"l Find »
Bt T MY Way

10:35— Women
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in heart. And it is not a com-
mon thing for men to grow un-
selfish with age.
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Her voice leapt to the reply:
“Smithy, you do? You do real-
Iy? I've loved you ever since I
first set eyes on you—as soon as
I saw you in that shop I thought
—there’s my man. Because I'm
possessive foo—my man, my

chuiney, my room—all mine.”
And suddenly she took his hand
and leaned down with her cheek
close to it. “I could have killed
you, though, while you lay on
top of that hill, fast agleep.
Killed you. . .. Oh, now I'm so
happy. . . . What's the name of
this place?”

“Beachings Over.”

molull..mm
us from that—forever. Remem-
ber the ggyme you used to play
with names?”

Later, in 2 room so consecrat-
ed to cyclism that even the pic-
tures were of groups of pioneer
freewheelers, he asked her if—
when he had fully recovered—
if he did fully Yecover, of course
—and if he found a job that
mlld:rpwtth-nhoth—umd
when those things happened
—would she marry him?
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