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Age of Conquerors

shronclogical data indicating that at least
290 years of
iod §

ing to probe the early centuries of the Chris-
tian era for like statistics. |
Well, we have them—but now we know why
historians and students of problem of war
have shied away from the task. The resul
were, as we warned at the time, obviously in
accurate for the period of Greek and
ascendancy, since only the bigger wars in whi
those more civilized peoples engaged, drew
their historians’ attention. But for the “dark
ages” which followed, the record is hopelessly
confused.
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sccounting for at 484 years of strife. -
actually, we -doubt’ if the world in those 700

‘years ever had a wholly peaceful year.

The period opened with the “Pax Romana”
~—nevertheless the Romans under Tiberius,
Germanicus, Claudius, Agricola, Trajan and
Hadrian were almost constantly fighting some-
where to keep the “pax.” Take a look at con-
ditions in the British Isles. Periodically there
were insurrections by the Britons against their
Roman rulers; and if occasionally they were
docile, take note that the Scots never were.
And as long as the Romans-had it in mind to
tame them but never did—over a 250-year pe-
riod—it isn’t exactly right to call that “peace.”
Moreover, when Roman ¢ontrol of Britain prop-
er relaxed, the Soots would invade; and after
that the Angles and Saxons and later the North-
men. Those scrappy folk likewise were busy
on the continent,

The Goths started marching about 249 AD
and were still troublesome more' than 300 years
later; any moments of peace in the interim were
purely accidental. The Franks, Heruli and such
minor tribes at the Suevi and Alani likswise
were busy in the same period; the Huns started
around 375 to harass the decaying empire for
a couple of centuries and the Vandals, who
were eéven meore of a headache for se. called
civilization, ‘were right behind them. Nor can
we afford to overiook the Lombards, The Per-
sians flared up mafter several centuries of gome-
thing like peace, to keep history popping early
in the seventh eentury until the Saracens were
ready to take over for more than 300 years,
running far-beyend the period we have been
considering. Se what room is there to insert
& decade, much less a generation of peace?

But the striking thing about those 700
is the -succession of ! names,

names—cCoONQUerors 7
" Picking up after the handful of Romans we

have already mentioned, you encounter Sapor
and Chosroes, the Persians; -Aurelian, Carus,
Maximus, Narses angl Belisarius, late Reman
leaders; and the barbarians Alaric, Genseric,
- Attila, Odoacar, Clovis, Theodoric, Totila. It
doesn’t take long to name over the list but
the years of warfare for which they are re-
. sponsible add up to a lot of killing and plun-
dering. Genseric started young and made trou-
ble for half a century; Chosroes rivaled him by
engaging in strife throughout mest of 39 years.

~-Attila possibly has a greater reputation for

slaughter but he was through after 20 years.

That was the age of conquerors. But if in
attacking the problem of war you toy with the
fdea of killing off in youth all prospective con-
querors you -encounter insurmountable prob-

. Jems. Conquerors likewise are troublesome to-

day—but how can. you recognize them before
they become too powerful to destroy?
Chances are it will be a lot simpler, though

it may not appear so when you first con- °

sider it, to educate the dull-witted chumps who
become the followers and cannon-fodder of
CONguerors.
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Queen Wilhelmina and Mrs. FDR, touring
the White House grounds, encountered some

< children having a party and, since they were
“playing house,” dressed as nearly like adults as

possible, They were the well-mannered chil-
dren of high government officials so the inter-
view went off well. But when the children left
the royal presence, only one little girl walked

- backward whichas you may know, is the proper

thing ‘to do. The First Lady's subsequent in-
vestigation disclosed however that this little
girl really wasn't more polite than the rest. She
walked that.way for approximately the same

- reason that you or.you might walk backward in
= Jb"hlwau- group of people.

up which is not atiracting the attention it
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principle, the compulsion is indirect. To date
there is actually no visible means of forcing
men to stay on their jobs; the device is pro-
hibition of their acceptance on other jobs.
Prospective employers are, in turn, to be per=-
suaded by indirect means not to accept them;
loss of contracts or priorities, and the like, The
obvious effectiveness of such means causes still
another shiver of apprehension about the se-
curity of our freedoms.

But there just is nothing one may effectively
do for their preservation now—other than to in-
sist that the incursions must be obviously neces-
sary. Beyond that, we'll just have to take it on
faith that the surrender of freedoms is only

temporary.

News Behind
the News

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 9—The smart Marshal
Rommel got his nose caught in his own tank treads
at El Himeimat. He was outwitted by a new adapta-
tion of an old trick he played on us,
The drive he started at the southern tip of that
- 31-mile British line was the

plant them as thick as carrots, a foot apart, but
they had the field securely sprinkied.
The trick by which Rommel got through, was to

The British need only one lesson. They kept their
tanks safe inside their lines this time. Instead, they
leveled their artillery at the German tanks, and
called up dive bombers, as well as fist fighting pur-
suit planes (hard to hit) carrying small bombs.
These went after the nazi tanks with great fury,
in excellent clear weather. (A sand storm hindered
operations only the first day.)

Rommel persisted in his position for several
days, but he never got into the British lines.
Wendell Willkie (who put more past the Egyptian
censors thar the correspondents) says 100 of Rom-
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730—-Willametie Valley Opinions.
!Hm“ . Harpist.
B-00—War in Review,
8-10—Anita Seyer & Tomboyers.
830—Arms for
845—Lee Ahn Sisters.
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want to start a heavy  rank
growth for winter. It is better
to get a good growth of roots
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10:15—Kneass With -

trol

6:00—Show Without A Nama,
s Seremade. )
ana sighlights

D0—News
:15—Music of Vienna.
8:15—James %

* $20—8ymphonic
8:40—Lotta Noyes
‘845—David Barum

#0—Bess Johnson.
9:45—Moods in Melody.
10.00—Mary Lee lor.
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10:45—Dr. . : .

%‘:-ll-lmdﬁxn.'

:30—Guiding H}r -

b

|

11
:15—Ma

R9ds
giéi'
1Y

3555

:

:

i
i:

?.E

i

i

I I-t

=1

i

.
|
x
| j

I

¥

. eN ;
That was for the purpose ‘of
having the attention of Ilocal
people called especially to Gen-
eral John Sedgkick, for whom
the Salem Grand Army post was
named, and under whom Gideon

That Rhode Island (Civil) war

governor did much to help Pre-

sident Lincoln get good three

year enlistments of the first men

to join the Union forces from

“Little Rhody,” as well as furn
them ba
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By JAMES HILTON

Random Harves

Chapter 31, Centiawed

evening. He handed me the pa-
per. “They call it a riot of rip-
roaring rib-tickling—doesn't that
sound awful? Wish you'd ring
'em up and book a box for four
at the second house.”
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Edite e .is N0  chairs as the curtain rose on Sa-
tha { the greatest jute the Flag. If had been a mis-
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be slumped forward again al-
most immediately; soon she gave
it up as a bad job.

As for the play, it had been (I
guessed) an originally serious
melodrama on|a wartime theme,
dating proba from 1914 or
1915; its villains had then been

quarter of a century of lucrative
adaptation, however, had merged
both the and the saintli-
ness into a common mood of
broad comedy burlesque; such
patriotic speeches as remained
were spoken now only to be
laughed at, while the hero's first
appeasrance was in the salways
comic uniform of a scoutmaster.

But Madame was puzzled.
During the intermission she said:
“l cannot understand why they
laugh at some of the lines. When




