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Prophets of internatianal events aren’t the
only ones whose calculations have gone haywire.
When the world is in turmoil even mathematical
computations can go- wrong—and for an ex-
ample one needs only turn to the latest figures
on the Oregon unemployment compensation
trust fund.

The 1941 legislature enlisted the services of
competent actuaries in order to work out a
sliding scale of contributions designed to keep
the fund within certain bounds but now, in the
words of the sports broadcasters, “Look at that
thing go!”

Collections in the last month amounted to
more than $3,000,000 and the fund may, by the
time you read this, have passed the $23,000,000
mark. Total collections for 1942 to date exceed
$8,000,000 as compared to $8,797,855 for all of
1941 and $4,275,672 for the year 1937.

Unfortunately for the sake of satisfying
curiosify, these figures do not accurately reflect
on a ratio basis the increase in Oregon's total
volume of employment. In the first place they
account only for “covered’ employment. In
1938 approximately 275,000 workers were
covered; their earnings amounted to $216,816,-
354. On a ratio basis the “covered” payroll in
1941 would have been around $325,000,000 but
it actually was $355,000,000—the discrepancy
being due to the fact that experience rating
reduced some of the contributions. Likewise
because of experience rating it's impossible to
get accurate figures on this year’s total payroll
but it's a cinch to exeeed half a billion. Right
now “covered”’ employes number at least 350,-
000 and, as you can see from the above figures
if you didn’t know from general obsérvation,
their average individual earnings are much
higher than they were in 1838.

Looking at the other side of the ledger, last
year the commission paid out in benefits up to
the end of July $1,042 258; this year the total
is $1,575,915, a substantial reduction.  But—
benefits paid in July amounted to only $42.871,
a drop of 75 per cent from the July, 1941, figure
of $171,602. See what's happening to outgo?

Inevitably when the 1943 legislature tukes
a look at that fund which then may exceed
$26,000,000, spokesmen for labor will initiate
efforis to liberalize benefit payments; in fact
the state federation of labor already is com-
mitted to such a program as well as a con-
tinuation of its campaign, despite the fuad's
bulk, to elimina‘e experience rating.

Citizens should not be misled by imposing
figures. Every time a dollar clinks into that
barrel, a potential obligation somewhat in ex-
cess of $5 is created. That obligation of course
is liquidated eventually by the passage of
time. But the more “covered” employes in the
state, the greater the possible future drain
upon the fund. Though that post-war slump
which many persons fear may not occur or
may be less severe than they anticipate, that
fund may some day melt like a snowball. I
one-third of the present “covered” workers be-
came entitled to maximum benefits, it would
disappear in a year.

The fund exists to cushion the shock of any
possible employment slump. Its preservation
for that purpose is a public obligation.

Intramural Sports

Those persons who at all times deprecate
“varsity” sports—a term from whose compass
we exclude by no means the junior high school
division—leave out of their accounting the in-
spiration to impressionable youth found in the
very “over-emphasis” they deplore. To small
boys, those slightly older who excel in games
are heroes. They seek to emulate them, and in
the process gain the benefits of exercise, recrea-
tion, acquired skill, teamwork, discipline, clean
living and the preoccupation which keeps them
out of mischief, even if they never become the
objects of an approving “roar of the crowd.”
Occasionally, of course, the less gifted are vic-
tims of mental frustration.

It is true that the existence of “varsity" sports
often is blamed for neglect of “sports for the
many’’ but to the best of our knowledge the
blame seldom is deserved. The record of the
Salem junior and senior high schools in or-
ganizing sports for all stadents while continuing
& highly successful “varsity” program, is proof
that it can be done. If any able-bodied boy or
girl in these schools fails to participate, the fault
is his own, and most Tikely lack of incentive.

In wartime, however, there is another in-
centive for physical ddvelopment aside from
hero-worship of the reigning “varsity” star. It
lhould be apparent to every boy—and if it isn't,
it can easily be made apparent—that superior
physique is an advantage to those who fight

_on the battlefronts. Furthermore today’s sports
contests seem tame alongside the bigger game
being played “over there.” And yesteryear's
sports luminary is again a star—in the air force
or among the commandos.

In view of these considerations, and in view
also of the dearth of qualified coaches and the
difficulty of transportation, it is a logical step
which has been decided upon in the case of
the junior high schools; elimination of intra-
school competition and concentration upon in-
tramural activity. The same policy may logical-
ly be extended to the senior high schools.

But—only “for the duration.”

This may appear to be a victory for the foes
of organized sports. On the contrary, they never

 Where are the star athletes of yesteryear? You
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know ‘where they are and what they are doing.

sary ration book. ]

But “Doc” White, proprietor of the nearest
filling station, was a tough nut to crack.

“Can’'t let you have any gasoline,” said Doe.
“Regulations say the gas has to be served in the
tank of the car.”

In vain did Henderson insist, correctly, that
though the ration book contained a statement
that such was the requirement, the fuller set of
regulations provided for this sort of emergency.

| He even told the service station man—and this

must have been embarrassing, that he, Hender-
son, had made those regulations and therefore
ought to know. No soap, or rather, no petrol.

So the rationing czar took a taxi to his office,
made other arrangements for supplying his
car, and sent an autographed copy of the reg-
ulations to Doc White.

Henderson- got snarled in his own red tape—
but the ordinary citizen ought to feel better
about it all, knowing that even the man who
makes the rules can't break them, or even
invariably win an argument when he is right.

Curly Hofstetter's milk wagon team con-
stitutes a nuisance, Judge Hannah Hanzen has
ruled. We suspect Curly is going around mut-
tering “Born twenty years too late.”

News Behind
The News :

By PAUL MALLON

“Cocktail Hour’

duction in m:-bgr‘:‘:‘p:nn m mwbmrg.?

WASHINGTON, Aug. 12—Mr. Roosevelt’'s ap-
pointment list of 105 new generals (major and
brigadier) may have meant no more o the general
public than reading a page from the telephone
book, but to those who see the army up close, or
from the inside, it represented
an inspiring effort to put fight-
ing spirit and quality at the top
in the field.

No more than two or three
names could cause fellow of-
ficers to ask themselves the
usual question:

“How in hell did he get up
there?"”

The number of duds and
dudes assayed no higher than
2 or 3 per cent, which is a
record.

These new generals average
somewhere around their middle
forties in age, not as young as might be, but young
enough. They are generally to take fighting tank
commands, new air borne divisions, the airplane
ferry command, and some are already overseas.

Their choice is a tribute to the inner army ef-
ficiency reporting system. A few were plucked out
for exceptional personality and ability, without a
record, but most were chosen because they had
efficiency records.

The list is a definite answer to the popular
prayer for aggressive leadership in the field.

Those front-page official government photographs
showing how nazi saboteurs had ploughed our fields
into huge arrows, or marked them with sacks of
grain to direct the way for nazi bombers to our
strategic objectives, may turn out to have been an
unintended government hoax.

The war department has announced it is in-
vestigating their authenticity, and has promised
appropriate action against the culprits.

These photographs were prepared months ago by
our own forces to illustrate what army aviators
might expect from nazi saboteurs, not what the
saboteurs had done. They were intended to warn
our fliers as to what to look for, while flying
around the country.

Authorities at a certain eastern airfield discovered
these old pictures, after the trial of the eight sabo-
teurs here, and presumably somehow reached the
erroneous conclusion that they represented actual
sabotage work, already done.

The photos were released to the press as such.
Headquarters here, discovering the mistake, issued
its tight-lipped doubts and promised inquiry,

Such a scare-blunder may be expected once in
thelcolc-tl business of conducting war—but not
again.

Paul Mallon

When officers are serving overseas, the official
text of their commissions for promotion is sent to
their families. One such Florida family was amazed-
ly proud the other day to see notice that a son
had been commissioned a brigadier general—espe-
::iall;e l“ he wa; o;::y a second looey. They could
not ieve it. In fact, were amazed,
sought confirmation. i i i

Only then was it discovered that a commission
for their son to be promoted to a first lieutenant
had been sent to the Iowa family of the brigadier
general who had the same first and last names
(Harold M. McClelland) and they had received
the brigadier generalship through a mistake. The
correction left them only slightly less proud.

The Admiral King statement, telling the first
news of our attack on the Solomons, has been
rightly heralded by commentators as a gratifying
innovation in official news policy. While it told
little, it did so promptly, which is an improvement,

But it seemed to me also to represent a charac-
teristic defensive type of official publicity that has
gone on too long. A defensive statement in my
mind is one which is responsive to accusation in
character, or carries an apologetic or defensive un-
dertone. It is not self-assertive, firm, confident.

Admiral King said we attacked, but did not say
how. However, he said the Japs counter-attacked
“with rapidity and vigor.” Furthermore, he strong-
ly stressed the point that the action was very dan-
gerous and “considerable losses” must be expected
“for the hard-won experience.”

The statement was concocted in response to
grandiose Jap claims and thus may have n-:i
a defensive nature, or perhaps was intended as a

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Milch cows were 8-13-42
allowed to run at
large in Salem up to

and beyond the year 1874:

%%

The Salem Directory for the
year 1874 has the city laws and
ordinances. Some of them are in-
teresting, considering the pro-
gress that has been made since
then in many ways. Here is one
of the charter regulations (city
laws) on the fire department:

“The fire department of the
city of Salem shall consist of a
board of delegates, a chief and
assistant engineer, Capital En-
gine Company No. 1, Tiger En-
gine Company No. 2, Alert Hook
and Ladder Company No. 1, and
such other companies as may be
hereafter admitted thereto by
the Common Council.”

= %%

No other company was ad-
mitted for more than 10 years
thereafter, to the certain knowl-
edge of this writer, who was a
member of Tiger Engine Com-
pany No. 2, for some eyars after
1884, when his membership be-
gan. There was no salary of an
officer or member of the fire de-
partment. There was a fine if
one did not show up at & fire.

There was a chief engineer of
the fire department, and an as-
sistant chief, but neither, or any
other fireman, received any sal-
ary. One city law read:

5SS

“The chief engineer (of the
fire department) shall in all
cases have command of the de-
partment. . . . The assistant en-
gineer shall aid the chief, and in
his absence discharge his du-
ties.” If neither chief nor assist-
ant showed up at a fire, the fore-
man of a company first at a
fire took charge. But no one re-
ceived any salary. They served

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

Almost every day now brings
questions about hydrangeas
which were blue and are becom-
ing pink or which were pink
and are becoming blue or which
were either one of the other
colors and are now merely a
greenish white. There is no bet-
ter test of your soil than the
hydrangea. If you want it to be
blue you must have an acid soil.
Add iron oxide or alum to keep
it a good bright blue. If you
want them pink add agricultural
lime, ground oyster shell or some
similar neutralizer. If you want
nice big trusses and do not care
about the color, then give the
hydrangeas plenty of well bal-
anced fertilizer in the early
spring and a good pruming be-
fore growth starts. But if you
want blooms at all, don't neg-
lect to water. Hydrangeas must
have water to do well—or, as a
matter of fact, to do at all

Remember — If you want
continuous bloom from Buddlea,
remove the old flower heads as
they begin to fade and give the
shrub a good watering. It can
be made to bloom far into aut-

for the glory of their city, until
the time, years later, when Sa-
lem got a paid fire department.

The law for the police depart-
ment of Salem in 1874 was this:

e

“The city marshal shall, with
the approval of the mayor, ap-
point, at the first regular meet-

ing of the common council each
year, two persons as city police.
.« « It shall be the duty of the
city police to execute all pro-
cesses directed to them by the
recorder; to make arrests . . . for
commission of crime; . . . to light
and take care of the street lights
(coal oil ones); to patrol and
take charge of the &ity as watch-
man of the city by night, under
the direction of the city mar-
shal, . . . preserving the peace
and good order of the city. . . .
The city marshal may, with the
approval of the mayor, remove
any policeman from office for
neglect or misconduct in office;
provided that the common coun-
cil may, at any time, remove any
policeman,

“The city police shall receive
for their services $75 a month
each, to be audited and paid
monthly from the city treasury.

e

There is nothing said in the
city laws of 1874 about the sal-
ary of the city marshal; but
there had been one from the first
year, 1861, of the city govern-
ment, so it is presumed there
was a salary, and that it was
perhaps $75 a month, the same’
as each of the first two police-
men received.

The 1874 Salem city ordin-
ances provided for common
drunkards. The paragraph said:
“Whenever 20 residents . . .
shall present a petition showing
that any person is in the habit
of becoming grossly drunk, and
has kept up the habit for a per-
iod of one month, the recorder
shall declare such person a com-
mon drunkard, and shall cause
notice thereof to be published
2as an ordinance of the -city.
Thereafter, it shall not be law-
ful for any person to sell, give
or in any manner assist such
drunkard to obtain any wine,
spirituous or malt liquors.”

The fine for violation was $35
to $25. An ordinance of the same
kind, now passed and enforced,
would get some victims. There
would likely be objections to the
passage of such an ordinance,
with the argument that the com-
mon drunkard might as well be
let alone to pursue his dizzy path

:

1]

good,
water
river, which
open
valley.

2

under the bed of the Santiam
river; so Is spring water.
= %%

The 1874 city laws and ordin-
ances made provisions to pre-
vent horses, mules, cattle and
sheep from running at large. The
paragraph reads: “No horses,
mules, cattle or sheep shall be
allowed to run at large in the
city, except miich cows.”

Fifteen years or more later,
this writer well remembers, he
made a lot of enemies when he
advocated, through the columns
of The Statesman, that milk
cows be prevented from run-
ning at large in the sireets of
Salem, also chickens and geese
and ducks, ete.

(Concluded tomorrow.)
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Random Harvest

" By JAMES HILTON
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Chapler 21 Continued
“Except,” added Julian, ‘a cet'»
tain undergraduate who
added a quarter of

“But he paid you in cash.”

“Naturally—what else?”

“Well, where d’'you suppose
he found the cash? In his pock-
et?”

“You mean he had to borrow
from the bank to pay me?”
Charles then turned on Chet.
“Is this true?”

“'Praid it is, Charlie. After
all, you wanted the cash.”

“Well, you wanted the shares.”

«wWasn't exactly that I wanted
‘em, oid chap, but I had to take
'em." g

“But—] don't see that—sure- »

someone else?”

“Not at that price. You ftry
dumping 60,000 on the market,
and see what happens. I had to
take 'em to keep the price firm.
Isn't that right, Truslove?”

Charles peered beyond the
faces; Truslove was standing in
the shadows, fingering the em-
broidery at the back of a chair;
leaning forward he answered:
“That was your motive, un-
doubtedly, Mr. Chetwynd. But
I think we can hardly blame
Mr. Charles for—"

“Is it a matter of blaming any-
body?” Charles interrupted, with
tightening lips. “I can only say
that I—I1—

And then he stopped. What
could he say? That he was sor-
ry? That had he known Chet
was having to borrow he would
have insisted on selling in the
market? That if he could have
forecast a crisis like this, he
would have held an to his share,
just to be one of the family in
adversity? None of these things
was true, except the first. He
said, lamely. “I feel at a disad-
vantage—not having known of
these things before.”

“Well, whose fault as that?”
Jill shouted at him.

“My own, I'm perfectly well
aware I took no interest in
them.”

“It doesn't cost you anything
{0 admit it now does it?”

bridge air—we're not all fools!
And we haven't all got queer
memories either! If you want
my opinion, you can have it—
you're morally liable to return
that cash—"

Truslove stepped forward with -

unexpecied sprightliness, “I
must say I consider that a most
unfair and prejudiced remark—"

Jill screamed on: “I said mor-
ally, Truslove, not legally! Isn't
that the way you argued us all
into the equity settlement with
Charles afier Father died? We

didn’t have to do it then! He
doesn't have to do it now! But

what he ought is another mat- -

m-

' Nobody said anything to that,
but Julian -stroked his chin
thoughtfully, while Julia stared
across at Jill with darkly shin-
ing eyes. It was as if the family
were at last converging on a
more satisfying emotion than
that of blaming Chet who, after
all, was only one of themselves.
But Charles was different. He
took in their various glances, ac-
cepting—even had he never done
so before—the posilion of utier
outsider. His own glance hard-
ened as he answered quietly;
“I'm still rather hazy about
what's happened. Can't I talk
to somebody—alone, for prefer-
ence, and without all this shout-
ing? How about you, Chet?

Or you, Julian?"” Chet shifted
weakly; Julian did not stir.
“Truslove, then?"

The room was sileat as he and
the lawyer passed throlGgh the
French windows onto the ter-
race. They did not speak till
they were well away from the
house, halfway to the new and
expensive tennis courts that
Chet had had installed just be-
fore he decided to sell Stourton
if he could. Truslove began by
saying how distressed he was at
such a scene, as well as at the
evenis leading up to it; in all
his experience with the family,
over 40 years.

Charles cut him short. “I don’t
think this is an occasion for sen-
timent, Truslove.”

“But perhaps, Mr. "Charles,
you’ll allow me to say that I
warned Mr. Chetwynd a great
many fimes during recent
months, but in vain—he fancied
he had the Midas touch—there
was no arguing with him. . . ..
I only wish he had more of your
own level-headedness.”

“No compliments either, please.
I want facts, that's all. First, Is
the firm bankrupt?”

(To be continued)

Radio Programs

ESLM—THURSDAY—139% Kc.
6-45—Rise 'N’ Shine.

9-00—Pastor's Call,
9:15—Kato Mendelsohn.
9:30—Blue Blazer's.
9:55—To the Ladies.
10:00—World in Brief.

9 :00— Carter.
9:15—The Woman's Side of the News
#30—This & That.

the respective statioms. Any varia-
tions noted by listemers are dua o
changes made by the stations with-
out metice to this mewspaper.

All radie stations may be cut frem
the air at time ta the Interests
of mxtional
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EGW—NBC—THURSDAY—620 K&
4:00—Dawn Patrol.
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