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—l{wy’rt No Molehills

Hitler's blitz buggies are heading toward the
Caucasus. They may get there, they may not.
It's really a bit early to discuss what may
happen if and when they do. Unprofitsble too,
no doubt. What preparations for their reception
have been and will be made, none but the Rus-
sians know and they won't tell.

Still, we imagine the world already is curious
about the Caucasus. We can say this much,
those mountains are’nc molehills.

On the map you'll observe that the Caucasus
range extends obliquely from northwest to
southeast 485 miles across a 300-mile neck of
land between the Black Sea and the Caspian.
On the west they begin with low rolling hills
but there is no practical gap for invasion on that
gide for the range hugs the Black Sea coast
for 120 miles with great high crags jutting
out right to the water's edge. As you may know,
some of the Caucasus peaks eclipse anything. in
the Alps; Mt. Elbrus measures about 18,480
feet and the oil-hungry nazis already may be
able to see it on a clear day. Of course they
won't have to climb Elbrus—but as a matter
of fact there are few places in the Caucasus that
can be crossed at less than 10,000 feet, and how
high that is, you can gauge upon the fact that
Mt. Hood is barely over 11,000. Most of the
way across the Caucasus’' summits there is per-
petual snow. You have to get up 8000 feet to
cross the best of only two practicable passes, the
Daryal.

It’s true that over on the Caspian side there
is a low, broad plain with only one narrow sec-
tion near Derbent that could readily be defend-
ed. There used to be a fortified wall there but
a lot of invaders have gone through, including
the Scythians some 2700 years ago.

Warfare, of course, has changed. The tallest
of those Caucasus peaks is no hurdle at all for
an air armade.

It's interesting though, in view of Hitler's
need for haste, to recall the experience of the
Russians just about 100 years ago, when they
faced the need to do a bit of conquering in the
Caucasus.

Russia annexed Georgia about 1800 but it
wasn't until 1829 when Turkey gave up all claim
to the Caucasus, that the tsar's empire really
started its program for subduing the natives,
There lived in those mountains a number of
strange tribes, of whom we need be concerned
snly with the Circassians who dwelt near the
Black Sea, and the Lesghians who look and act
like Germans and may be descendants of the
Goths, over on the Caspian side.

At the outset—that is, for more than a decade
~—the tsar's brave soldiers fought the Circas-
sians. It was a bloody struggle in which the
Jnvaders had to burn down forests, traverse
dangerous passes and sacrifice immense num-
bers of lives to gain small portions of territory.

In 1842, just a century ago, the Circassians
were weakening—but just then the Lesghians
rose up under a miracle-working hero named
Schamyl. Russia sent in the renowned General
Grabbe but Schamyl handed him a decisive
defeat, and kept right on ruling the roost until
after the Crimean war. The Russians finally
captured him and broke the back of the rebel-
lion in 1859 but the Caucasus wasn't really
a peaceful spot until about 1864.

Conquest of this region thus required under
favorable military odds, better than thirty

Sharing State Taxes

Judging from the brevity of interval between
twd bulletins on the one subject from the
League of Oregon Cities, that organization like
the teachers’ association is scanning the reputed
bulk of the state income tax surplus and has
ambitions to help relieve the pressure.

The LOC’s latest bulletin asserts that Ore-
last among the 48 states in “tax

tax millage limitation and its 3 per
t sales tax, hands back 33.7 of its state-
revenue to smaller governmental
principally by counties and school dis-
Oregon returns only 5.9 per cent which
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Actually it doesn't make much difference
who collects the taxes. In order to return more,
the state would have to collect more and it all
comes out of the same roughly speaking,
As we see it, the LOC has two points in mind:

_ Most of the state’s tax revenue is from income
' ; all of the revenue collected directly for

_ cities and school districts is from
taxes. One objective in this campaign

winter’s score has yet to be written.
oil now while there is an ample supply most
assuredly is not objectionable hoarding. Every
one who uses this type of fuel should “fill ’
u’.n
However—though the warning is most
timely—that distinctly does not mean that
oil should be wasted. It should be stored,
conserved. And one of the simplest ways
conserve fuel is to avoid religiously that com-
mon sin, overheating. If rooms are kept at a
comfortable temperature, just a little on the
cool side, every purpose involved will be served.
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Too much heat is bad for the health as well as

bad for the fuel supply.

The importance of the swivel chair in govern-
mental operations was apparent to Stayton
residents this week when a shipment of seven
such chairs arrived for the rationing board.
That board has three members but only one
spends much time in the rationing office, and
there is only one employe. But then, Uncle Sam
may be looking ahead—and there's no question
but that rationing business is going to improve.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALION

{Distribution by K¥g Features Syndicate. Ine.
duction in whole or in part strictly prohibited.)
WASHINGTON, July 13—The only second front
which good unofficial advisers here can see, is a
straight-away military onslaught against the un-
occupied European coast nearest Britain, from Den-
mark to Brest.

Clubroom speculation concerns other more in=-
teresting methods. Seizure of
Norway and Sweden for air
bases, for instance, would put
British and American bombers
right on top of Berlin.

The nazis have not well de-
fended their idle northern bat-
tle front. Invasion there would
enlist sympathetic cooperation
of inhabitants and put the first
battlefield about as far away
from German as from British
home bases.

However, Hitler might thwart
such a step by throwing ten
divisions into Norway, and
there is some reason to believe he is prepared to
do just that.

A simultaneous thrust through the Mediter-
ranean at Rommel’s rear base of supplies in Libya
is likewise one to stir imaginations. The move-
ment of a strong naval fighting force to head large
convoys of American troops into that area, fighting
its way as it went, is good mainly for parlor
discussions.

If a landing could be effected in Sicily and at
Tripoli, in sufficient force, Rommel . could be
smashed in short order from two sides, and the
way cleared for invasion of sleepy Italy., The rub
about this seems to be acquiring the sufficient
force.

The west coast of France, below Brest, also has
been talked (all this is unofficial, of course) as
a place to sitrike. The idea behind this suggestion
is that Hitler's transplanted Maginot line along
the channel coast might be taken in reverse.

But this portion of the French coast is farthest
from British bases, and the Germans would com-
mand nearby airfields, while the British planes
would have to come a much greater distance,

So, when all speculation is boiled down, you are
apt to come back to the simplest, most difficult and
most obvious prospect—an overwhelming batter-
ing-ram blow straight across the channel, with
planes blasting the defenses and clearing the way
for tanks and infantry.

Unofficial surmises are being made of a change
to come, sooner or later, at the top of the army.
Some of these suggestions have reached print and
radio circulation.

The most common speculation is.that General
George C. Marshall will be elevated to head this
second front or take unified command of all allied
forces outside of Russia, and that two of Harry
Hopkins' right-hand men will take over in the
war department.

Mentioned for Marshall’s post as chief of staff
has been General Brehon B. Somerxell, who served
four years as WPA administrator of New York,
under Mr. Hopkins, after a notable army engineer-
ing career.

To replace Sommervell as chief of supply, Gen-
eral James H. Burns, the Hopkins assistant in
charge of lend-lease reports, has been suggested.

No confirmation of official talk along this or other
similar lines has been offered. It is unlikely there
would be any until an announcement is made.

Both General Sommervell and Burns have had
long army administrative careers, but a comment
on their appointments would center around their
close friendship with Mr, Roosevelt’s most intimate
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The War Should End in 1942 (For Some Pedple)

Bits. for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

More of the Hobson
family prominent in
the history of pioneer
days of the Oregon Country:
e T

(Concluding from Sunday:)
“From that time until 1874 he
enjoyed a general trade at Stay-
ton in partnership with Uriah
Whitney. After disposing of this
store he and his former partner
bought another in Aumsville
After disposing of this in 1876
the partners built the Gardner
grist-mill at Stayton, and in
connection therewith operated a
general store. Mr. Whitney with-
drew from the association In
1883, after many years of amic-
able and satisfactory business,
and thereafter Mr. Hobson took
as his partners Messrs, Shaw
and Simms. The building was
afterward enlarged to meet the
demands of an increasing trade.

“In 1888 the partners and Lee
Brown went to Mill City and or-
ganized the Santiam Lumber
Company, in comnection with
which they built a large sawmill
and engaged in a flourishing
business. In keeping with the de-
mands of that somewhat isolated
section  they started a general
store and logging railway, and
their combined energies resulted
in the establishment of a very
remunerative industry.

T

“In 1898 these combined inter-
ests were disposed of to the Cur-
tis Lumber Company, after
which Mr. Hobson returned to
Stayton and resuméd the con-
duct of his merchandising busi-
ness. In 1807 he sold out and es-
tablished a dry goods business at
Salem, continuing the same for
four years. Subseguently he

7-14-42

started a similar enterprise at
Stayton, which concern he still
owns and manages.

“Mr. Hobson’s first marriage
united him with Ella Gibson,
who was a native of Marion
county, and a daughter of Hon.
Guyon Gibson. She died January
10, 1878, leaving a daughter,
Pearl, now the wife of E. C.
Peery, of Scio, Ore. December
12, 1880, he married Annie
Thomas, who was born in East
Portland, the daughter of Mrs.
Arminda Thomas, of Stayton,
Oregon. She is the mother of
two children,/Alta and Evereit.
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“A staunch supporter of Re-
publican principles, Mr. Hobson
has been prominently before the
public for several years as a pro-
moter of his party’s interests,
end has held important offices
within the gift of his fellow
townsmen and the citizens of the
county.

“In 1894 he was the nominee
of his party for the state senate,
was elected, and upon the ex-
piration of his term was reelect-
ed joint senator for Linn and
Marion counties, both terms of
service giving the greatest satis-
faction to all interested. During
the first session he was a mem-
ber of the committees on claims,
commerce, navigation and fed-
eral relations.
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“Fraternally Mr. Hobson is a
member of Santiam Lodge No.
25, A.F. & A M., of which he
is past master. In the Grand
Lodge he has filled nearly all the
offices, including that of Grand

1, R. A M, and De Molay Com-
mandery No.'5. He is also a
member of Stayton Lodge No. 84,
I1.O.O.F., and has passed all the
chairs in the grand lodge.

“Mr. Hobson has well inter-
preted and acted upon the possi-
bilities at hand in the great
northwest, and his various com-
mercial enterprises have con-
tributed beyond the possibilities
of estimating to the general up-
building of the localities in
which he has operated.
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“He is a man of strict integrity.
No question as to the motives
which have actuated him in any
of the undertakings has ever
arisen. In his public life he has
always aimed to conserve the
best interests of his constituents
and the state at large. Probity,
broad-mindedness, liberality of
views, good fellowship, and a
sincere and unselfish desire to
assist in the promotion of all
enterprises looking to the better-
ment of the public welfare, are-
the most pronounced traits in his
character, as understood by
those who know him best.

“The record of his life, both
public and private, has been
above reproach. The outline of
the principal events in his career
presented here shows how close-
ly he has been identified with
the rise and progress of the state
of Oregon, and forms, in itself,
an interesting chapter in the an-
nals of the northwest.”

5 % 5
(Some further comments on
peculiar pioneer practices and
conditions in the Oregon Coun-
try will appear in future issues
of this column.)

Radio Programs

ESLM—TUESDAY—I13¥ Ke,
§:45—Rise 'n Shine.
[00—News

in Brief.
7:05—Rise 'n Shine Cont'd.
30—News.

Call.

$:15—Dick Mcintyre's Hawailans,
$30—Henry King's Orchestra.
$:55—To the
10:00—World
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v
;E
i

i

i
:
H

i
i

m—m—ll;i.ll_.!’—mﬂ
o 8

ON

THE INSIDE-

[e

the nazis had broken through the
red army at Voronezh sharply in-
tensified the danger hovering over
the soviet forces standing before

Just south of that Donets town
lies the industirial heart of the
lower Donets basin with its web
of railroads interconnecting such
important cities as Slavyansk,
Bakhmut, Lugansk and many les-
ser centers. With German foroes
coming down the Donets east of
his lines 'in the Slavyansk sector,
Marshal Timoshenko may already
be withdrawing on a wide front
south and west of Lisichansk. He
has urgent need for shortening
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are not to be cut apart clear to the
Volga.

The main Russian hope of avert-
ing a German break-through to
the Don-Volga line, however, must
lie in second-front possibilities,

Vornonezh flank of the German
position. It is more than ques-
tionable that even an Anglo-
American attempt to cross the
English channel to invade the
continent could develop in time to
take pressure off the Russians
in the Don-Donetz area.
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nazl drive.

It is difficult to conceive of any
other Russian move that could
ease pressure on Timoshenko. Nazi
reports from occupied France,
otherwise unsupported, tell of a
German advance eastward along
the coast of the sea of Azov, aimed
directly at Rostov. If that has not
yet developed, it is to be expected
as is a German thrust from the
Crimea via Kerch strait to take
Rostov and the lower don line In
the rear before retreating Rus-
sian forces even reach it.

That the grand strategy involv-
ed in the nazi attack is aimed af
establishing a front along the Don
and Lower Volga to the Caspian
sea, thus amputating the Caucasus
for subsequent conguest, seems
virtually certain.

Random Harvest

By JAMES HILTON

Chapler Ten

A short while later we dressed
and dined in the vast room that
would have seated {fifty with
ease, instead of our four selves.
Mrs. Rainier, I noticed, was
particularly gracious to Woburn,
whom she probably felt to be
shy in surroundings of such un-
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ushering us into the fine sombre
room with a touch of evident
pride, and obligingly switching
on a radio in time for the news
summary of a Hitler speech de-
livered in Berlin earlier that day.
We listened awhile, then Wo-
burn snapped off the machine

mayers—they have a big collec-
at Nice and 1 daresay I
shall spend all the autumn there
—unless,” he added with a half-
smile, “Mr. Hitler's plans inter-
fere with mine™ 1 smiled back
with a touch of the uncomforta-
bleness that afflicts me when
some facetious travel-film com-
mentator refers to “Mr. and Mrs.
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that if he didn't like me the
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