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Blackers

Now there’'s a word that hasn’t been heard
much to date in this war. Back there in 1918
it was on every tongue. “Slacker” was applied,
fairly or unfairly, to the fellow who looked as
though he ought to be in uniform, but wasn’t,
This time, selective service was in operation
before the nation entered the war, and the law
is more nearly perfect. Not many men physical-
ly able and so situated that they ought to serve
are going to dodge that duty.

Still, we have a notion that the word “slack-
er” is going to come back into use. While hop-
ing that it will be used more discriminatingly,
we have a notion that it should. A need for it is

Even in 1018 some people were level-headed
enough and observant enough to recognize that
there were some slackers in the army and some
red-hot patriots in civvies, doing their full duty
and aching to do more. But now, all the slack-
ers are in the army——because everyone is in the
army.

That is, the demands of this war are such
that everyone must help fight, in a great many
ways. Unfortunately, the immediacy and ef-
ficiency of command which made it possible to
force slackers-in-uniform to pull most of their
share of the load, do not extend to the civilians-
In-the-army.

“The Washington Post printed a cartoon the
.other day showing a humble citizen walking
up to the gasoline rationing registrar and meek-
Iy asking for an “A” card, the one that limits
the holder to the smallest gallonage. The regis-
trar, and the citizens farther back in the line,
were depicted in the act of fainting.

This is only one of the sources from which
one gets the impression that rationing and the
other restrictions which war is imposing upon
the public are being accepted with bad grace
by too large a share of the populace. More than
that, there are well substantiated reports that
many are not accepting them at all. Congress-
men are not the only ones who received “X"”
cards without proving exceptional need. United
States News reports that “few offered to cut
down on driving,” and observes that a more
exacting “system of rationing will be needed,
otherwise many car owners will not get as

-much gasoline as their cards permit.

It is our impression that in general, the per-
sons called upon for the least painful sacrifices
make the loudest squawk and try hardest to
squirm out of making any. Perhaps the answer
is to demand greater sacrifices.

“Slacker,” a word which didn't gain admis-
sion to the dictionary in the sense in which it
was used in 1918 means generically one who
does not pull his share of the load; who leaves
slack in the traces. We hope we are wrong, but
ft does look as though the need is developing
for its restoration to the language, with a mean-
ing applied largely to civilians. The load is
going to require a lot of united pulling.

Lean Boys of Wall Street

Trading volume on the New York stock ex-
change amounted to 376,780 shares on Tuesday
in contrast with enly 216,260 shares on Mon-
day. The Tuesday volume was the highest in
three weeks.

So what? Se practically every commission
house on Wall Street has lost money every day

-for three weeks., The Street, streamlined as it

has from necessity become since 1929, can now
break even if the trading amounts to 400,000

. ghares, But if it breaks even, that merely means

that half of the houses are in the black and
half are in the red. Incidentally there has been
some more forced streamlining in the last year;
the break-even point was 500,000 shares a year
ago; in 1938 it was a million and a half. One
shift that has reduced it is a recent 25 per cent
Increase in the commission rate.

“The fat boys of Wall Street” used to be the
demagogues’ whipping boys. They were fat.
They were in the social register; they were the
“tired business men” who made Broadway

from; didn't know what “overhead’ 'was. Sub-
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voluntarily, as it is for a big corporation to
grant one voluntarily. But now it has happened.

You may answer that shipyard labor is get-
ting plenty already. But we believe in giving
everyone his due. Whether justly or not, in the
last war “shipyard workers” was hardly
synonymous with “patriots.” This time, there
are some evidences that it is going to be dif-
ferent.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Repro-
duction in whole or imn part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, May 20—Some annoying and
damaging confusion is evident here and there
among the people over our policy toward Russia,
and what will come out of it after the war.

A number of very enthusiastic Americans, on
- _— one hand, seem to be accepi-
b h ing the delusion that Russia got

. into this war to save democ-
racy. And there are an equal
number of people on the other
hand who cringe in fear of
communism rising in this coun-
try as a result of the victory
we are going to win.

Above all, in both groups,
there are people who think the
subject should not even be
mentioned, either for fear of
rocking the boat or offending
Stalin.

To make the situation appear
even more complex, domestic commies are coming
out of the holes they entered while Russia was
a passive ally of Hitler in Poland, and are dis-
porting themselves in their publications again, ad-
vising us which Americans are loyal, what we
should do about this and that. -

None of these notions has any basis in the
plain and simple facts of the case, which are
apparently being forgotten. The realistic policy of
this government has long been adopted, is de-
livering the goods to Russia better than expected,
and is gemerally approved.

All you have to do to understand its ramifica-
tions and its restrictions is to recall the facts of
how it came about. If you keep these facts in
mind there can be no confusion, fear—or political
agitation.

Fact one, is that Russia entered this war because
she was attacked by Hitler. Before that she had
worked Hitler's way. Russia is not a democracy.
Primarily she is fighting for her existence.

We are fighting for our existence, a different
kind of existence, but against the same enemy.

War must run always to the death, and in that
kind of a situation, anyone who is not foolish
will get every kind of help he can. Therefore,
we have enfered upon a joint venture which is,
in effect, a mutually satisfactory partnership in
war,

It is not political. We have not ireaties. We
are merely working together for our own seif-
interests in a life and death struggle.

Now this does not mean we must marry Russia.
It does not mean we must adopt her form of gov-
ernment, now or later. If she had the form of
government of the Fiji islands or Shangri-La, it
would be the same.

The administration seems to me to have kept
these distinctions very carefully and clearly. Mr.
Rooseveit has pushed the goods over to them,
furnished the credit, praised the great wvalor of
the Russian army and completely avoided the con-
fusing political angles.

If all citizens of this country had fallowed his
example, there would be no reason for attempting
now to clarify the situation.

Why the president freed Earl Browder, I do not
know. I do not believe it was to please Russia,
because no diplomat here suggests Stalin’s dip-
lomatic representatives ever concerned themselves
with the Browder passport case.

As a matter of fact, Stalin's diplomats stay as
far away as they can from the domestic communist

Paul Mallon

Unfortunately, the domestic commies do not
conduct themselves with the same restraint. Their
publications seem to want to decide strictly Ameri-
can issues. If anyone says the Russians advanced
only three miles instead of five, they are inclined
to shout “fascist” at him.

Indeed, if allowed to run loose the way they
are going, they will have us all believing before
this war is over that they personally saved
democracy, although all we are getting from them
is critical advice. There lies our danger and there
lies the cause of the confusion, not in the govern-
ments, and not in the policy.

H you meet those of this ilk in argument or
in print, just remind them that Russia initially
made the war possible by her treaty with Hitler
and her actions in Poland; that we tried to help
Finland when she was attacked by Russia; that
neither political agitation nor false emoctionalism
will help either of us right now; that we both
are in this matter for our own good reasons; that
our governments seem to know it and are doing
a darned good joint job of accomplishing victory
without getting into sideline arguments.

If we keep things on that basis, no one will

Without the slightest intent to be flippant,
we wish to make it plain that voluntary contri-

“Daddy’s Gone A-Hunting”

Radio Programs

ESLM—THURSDAY—13¥ Ke,

12:30—Hillbilly Serenade.
12:35—Willamette Valley Opinions.
12 :55—Interiude.

1:00—Lum & Abner,

1:15—Tune Tabloid.

1:30—Four Notes,

1:45—Melody Mart.

Time. ¥

adise.
2:45—Novelettes.
300014 .ﬁl House.
380—Vag of the Atlr Waves,
4:00—Sunset Trio.
4:10—This Thing Called Love.
4:15—News.
4:30—Teatime Tunes.
5:00—Here Comes the Band,
5:30—To the Ladies.
5:35—Dinner Hour Musie.
6:00—Tonight's Headlines.
6:15—News Analysis.
6:20—Evening Serenade.
7:00—News in Brief.

T7:15—Szath Myri.
7:30—Willamette Valley Opinions,
7:50—Will Bradley’s Orchestra.
8:00—War Fronts in Review,
8:10—The Argentines.
8:30—Jerry Sears.

9 00—News.

§:15—Rollo Hudson's Orchestra.
9:30—The Roundup.

10:00—Del Courtney's Orchestra.
10:30—News.

10:45—Levitow Salon Orchestra,
11:00—Bert Hirsch Presents.
11:30—Last lﬁn:ﬂe. N.e'l.

KEEX-THURSDAY—IIN Ko
§:00—News.

8:15—National Farm & Home.
6:45—Western Agriculture.
7:00—Frank Castle.
7:15—Breakfast Club.
B:15—Helen Hiett, News.
8:230—Don Vining.

8:45—Keep Fit Club With Patty Jean
#:00—Traveling Cook.

9:15 Christian Science Pregram.
93 —Breakfast at Sardi's.

10:00—Bau Talking,

ot gomemde Of T cmaymeen ML
;:M—John‘l Other Wife.
11:15—Current Events,

12:30—Mar
12; tella Unger.
13:45—News.

n-
H W News Roundup.

These scheduies supplied by
the respective statioms. Any waria-
tions noted by listemers are dus to
changes made the stations with-
out motice t» newspaper,
All radie siations may be cmt
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6:15—News.

» 8:30—Star Dust Melodies.
§:45—Movie Parade.
1:00—Nova vs. Salvo, Boxing.
8:00—Standard Symphony.

9:00—-News.

8:15—Gift of the Orient

#30—Fulton Lewis, Ir

#:45 Joe Reichman Orchestra.

10:00—Ella Fitzgerald Orchestra.

10:30—News.

10:45—Johnny McGee Orchestra.

11:00—Sid Hoff Orchestra.
Ellington

EOIN—THURSDAY—938 Ko
§:00—Northwest Farm heportes.
6:15—Breakfast Bulletin
6:20—Koin Klock
ey
7:45—Nelson Pringle porting.

8:00—Harlem Hippodrome.
8:15—Conswmner News

2:15—Flesta,

2:30—Williasn Winter, News.
1:45—Scattergood Baines,

3 00—Album Leaves.
3:15—-CBS,

ul: t to ness.
.

1:15—Stella as.

1:3—Lorenzo Jones

. News.

08—Music
7:00—Al Pearce & Gang.
7:30—Moylan Sisters.
T45—NBC.
B:00—Fred W In Fleasure Time
8:15—Lum and 3
8:30—Coffee Time.
9:00—Aldrich Family.

Ellery

90—
10:00—News

10:15—Your Home Town News
10:25—Musical Interiude.

12:00-2 a. m.—Music.
- - L]

KOAC—THURSDAY-—530 K

11:20—Music of the Masters.
2:00—News.

12:15—Farm Hour,
1:00—Favorite Classics
1:15—Variety Time
1:45—Melody Lane.
2:00—Home Garder
1:33—Memory Book.
E:45—Monitor Views the News.
3:00—Gr

v

$:00—Dinner Comcert
6:15—News.
§:30—Farm Hour.
13—&% Radie W
8:30—Science of the Week
845—The Band Stand.
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questionnaire. Quite a sufficient
excuse, we should say, to skip
Saturday night.

Then, after getting priority
approval, one is confronted with
the task of finding the mater-
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By KIRKE L. SIMPSON -
Wide World War Analyst
for The Statesman
According fo reports from
Chungking a crisis for United
Nation leadership is brewing in
China which matches that in
southwestern Russia whiere mas-
sive Russian and nazi forces
seem locked in a slow-motion,
nip-and-tuck battle of ever ex-
tending front and significance.
If Chinese military spokes-
men are correct, Japan has al-
ready revealed her next objec-
tive. It is a “knockout” drive

That, too, when lrrivi( of
heavy American reinforcements
in the Britigsh isles has just been
announced and while Washing-
ton is stressing by word and deed
the critical importance of the
flow of war materials to Russia.
It comes, too, at a time when
there is insistent clamor on both
sides of the Atlantic for a sec-
ond-front attack on Germany
to aid Russia.

This indicated conflict as to
what shall be sent where, and

sep-

ot be
reflected in the actual allied
policy-making groups set up In
Washington, London or else-

tary, “Steve” Early, however.
“The grisly cause of the axis
would be that much ad-
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elsewhere.
however, that
of the many
W t any hope of a
speevy victory to disrupt the
axis, of a victory this year that
could prove decisive, has been
officially voiced—and that is in
Russia. Washington and London
may not fully share Stalin's ex-
pressed confidence, but the hope
is there.

Ability to achieve surprise at-
tacks at selected points on the
vast Russian front, as Marshal
Timoshenko obvijously succeeded
in doing in his Kharkov thrust,
could spell the difference be-
tween victory and disaster for
either ride. The Russians have
the inestimable advantage of
battling in friendly regions.
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‘Crime at Castaway’

By EDITH BRISTOL

Chapler 24 (Continued)

No, Mrs. Gregg had not shown
any indications that she planned
to take her own life. Her ac-
tions, all the time she had been
in the apartment, were those of
a woman who planned to step
back, as soon as possible, Into
the ordinary routine, interrupted
by the tragic death of her hus-
band. I pointed to the pad on
the telephone stand as evidence
to bear out my words.

The appointment with the
hairdresser for this moming. The
manicure to follow. Then the
masseuse. Her conversations
with Audrey and Lillian and
Evelyn—I repeated for the de-
tectives enough of yesterday's
conversations to give them an
idea of her frame of mind. She
had not seemed morbid nor mo-
rose.

Sydney’s answers bore mine
out in every detail. His mother
was not melancholy, he said. She
wanted to get back into her reg-
ular of living just as
quickly as she could.

Then they came to the sleep-
ing medicine. “What do you
know about this?”

Landers held the small square
box in his hand. Sydney identi-
fied it as the sedative his mother
had been in the habit of taking
since the shock of her husband's
death had made her lie awake.

The detective turned to me:
“Do you recognize this box?”

“I think"—] was learning cau-
tion—*“I think it is the box that
came from the Gallina drug
store yesterday. It was delivered
to the house at Castaway and
Mrs. Gregg brought it up with
her when she came.”

The date on the label con-
firmed that statement and Lan-
ders seemed satisfied about the
fdentificati He then turned
to the amount indicated on the
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habit of taking?™

“No. She told me she some-
times repeated the dose when
she had too much trouble about
getting to sleep—but I did not
ask her and she-did not say what
the dose was.”

“You are the same young lady
who was in the house when Mr,
Gregg was killed?” asked How-
ell.

“Yes. I'm his secretary. I
mean, [ was”

“You were in the party that
found the Durfee car pushed
over the cliff, too, weren’t you?"
continued Howell. Evidently that
one reads his newspapers!

“I was.”

“Now you're here in the apart-
ment where Mrs. Gregg is found
dead from an overdose of sleep-
ing medicine—"

That made me mad. “I am. But
I didn't kill Mr. Gregg. I didn't
push Worth Drufee over the
cliff, either, And I didn't give
Mrs. Gregg too much medicine.”

(To be continued)

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

Mrs. A. B. J., Lyons, asks for
cars of Martha Washington ger-
aniums and of azaleas.

Answor: From her description
I take it that her Martha Wash-
ington geramium was in bloom
at Easter. When these have been
forced for Easter bloom they
will, as a rule, not bloom much
during the summer. These ger-
aniums reqguire a rest at the end
of the blooming season. At this
time very little water will be
needed and they may be stood
out in the full sun in the pot.
Only the old flower stems should
be removed. All the leaves
should stay on until they nat-
urally turm yellow with age. In
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