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We're Wiser Now
Party Member Rudolph Hess, who, owing

to a progressive disease had been strictly for-
bidden for years by the Fuehrer to fly, has
contrary to this order recently succeeded in
gaining possession of an aircraft On Saturday,
May 10, about 6 pjn. Party Member Hess took
off from Augsburg on a flight from which he
has not yet returned. A letter left behind un-
fortunately shows in its confusion symptoms
of a mental disorder which caused it to be
feared that Hess has fallen victim to hallucina-
tions. Nazi official statement May 12, 1941.

That was just a year ago. It was, a two-wee-ks'

sensation, quite the most bizarre occur-
rence of the war up to that time. It would
take a great deal more than the flight of a high-ranki- ng

nazi to Scotland to create an equal sen-
sation now. We're much better prepared for
just anything in the way of a peace offensive.

"
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There's a lot of beefing, principally about
what the other fellow isn't doing to win the
war, or what he is getting for his part in win-
ning the war. Much of it, we suspect, comes
from people who would like to do something
to win the war but haven't found the

trations of German masses which
usually preceded their large
scale offensives,' he said. They
may have been successfully con-

cealed or may not yet have been
launched eastward. But It is now
the tenth of May, and the days
are passing.

Weather conditions in the
Crimea and northward to Khar-
kov have been suitable for two
weeks or more for major opera-
tions. By every straw-in-the-wi-nd

it is along the southern
flank from Kharkov to the
Kerch peninsula the Russian
high command has expected the
German offensive to develop.

fJnanestlOBAblthe Russians
knww m ra than Churchill
would care te reveal af nasi
offensive dispositions and have
deployed their own forces

Since the surprise
Russian recapture of the Kerch
bridgehead. Marshal Time- -,

. shenke's troops south ef Khar-
kov and holding,the Kerch

( gateway have been significant-
ly aloof from the red army
winter ' offensive operations
farther north. They have en-

viously been busy with defense
preparations against the .Ger-
man drive that may now be
opening.
Recapture of the Kerch bridge-

head as a preliminary to a mas-
sive German effort to turn the
Rostov corner is essential to the
nazis. In nazi hands it was so
serious a flanking threat late last
fall that the Russians abandoned
Rostov to fall back behind th
Don, only to retake it a few days
later when the premature onset
of the heaviest Russian winter
in decades caught the Germans
unprepared.
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ffiadio Programs

"War duties in congress demand able young
men," says the heading over an article in the
Oregon Democrat. Is that supposed to be a plug
for Walt Pierce?

News Behind
The News

By PAUL UALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate. Inc. Repro-
duction in whole or in part trKlly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, May 12 Mr. Churchill could al-
so have said, if the nazis start gas warfare, they will
find the reds better equipped than they to handle
that vicious method of scattering death in all di-

rections.
The Russians have been working on this unused

Politics and the Future
Soothsayers, fortune tellers,-- astrologers and

their ilk are In disrepute. The more noted-pr- o

gnostica tors of world events are, as we had
occasion to note some months ago, in the dog-

house. Only one in a dozen foresaw the shape
of things in 1942.

'Yetto deny the validity of all prediction is
to deny all science. For as Oswald Spengler
has pointed out, the sole utility of science is
accurate prediction. .

,
For this man Spengler we hold no brief. Hg

painted a dismal picture of this western civiliza-
tion and its future, even though the translation
of his tiUe,MDecline of the West," is by some
counts inaccurate. . The disconcerting thing
about it is that Spengler penned his predictions,
most of them, prior to 1918 and 'some of the
major ones have been coming true.

Spengler did not predict the utter collapse
of what he called the western culture. His
major premise is that a culture, such as those of
China, India, Egypt, the classical culture of
Greece, and Rome, and finally this western
"FaUstian" culture, goes through a life span
comparable to that of an animal, or better, that
of a plant. There is a "spring" season of germ-
ination and slow growth, a "summer" of rapid
growth, an "autumn" for maturing, and then-mat- urity,

stagnation, organic death if not struc-
tural decay. Is he right? There aren't many
men living today who have sufficient grasp f
all world history to answer authoritatively one
way or the other.

But the indigestible part of his" thesis is his
contention that past cultures when they ma-

tured into civilizations had and therefore this
one will have certain general .characteristics
which are repugnant to sincere believers in
democracy. Spengler didn't have much use for
democracy. He saw it merely as a temporary,
abortive substitution of money power for politi-
cal power. He foresaw the drying up of this
money power when such "money makers" as
Henry Ford and the first Rockefeller had
"thought their way through" and ceased literal-
ly to create money by thinking it.

That, you see, is where it all begins to be
disconcerting. There is no way of proving that
he wasn't describing accurately, in advance, the

. recent world depression.
But when, in this mature civilization, politi-

cal power nobility in Spengler's vocabulary
takes over, political forms and constitutions

will be tossed into the ashcan. The state will be
"formless." That means sheer, unencumbered
leadership totalitarianism in our vocabulary.

Early in this period of maturity there will be
repeated major wars that's where we are now

and eventually as we mentioned here a few
weeks ago, the one nation which is "in form"
will dominate the world.

That's Spengler in a nutshell. Take him or
leave him. Personally we'll leave him. He
hasn't proved to our satisfaction that a culture
necessarily has the life span of a cornstalk nor,
if so, that the tassels are all alike.

Yet the trends he outlines are visible. What
: are we going to do about it?

Certainly there is a trend toward the exalta-
tion of politics at the expense of private enter-
prise. We don't like it. We'll fight it. In war-
time, in this kind of war, it is inevitable as a
temporary trend. But we'll fight anything that
tends toward its contination after the war.

Meanwhile we can see to it that politics, gov-
ernment, is in the best, possible hands. Not
necessarily in liberal hands, or conservative
hands, but in the most dependable hands. In
hands that will not grasp for unnecessary pow-
er, nor -- seek to retain powers when they are
no longer necessary.

By the way, there's an election coming up
Friday. -
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phase of war for 15 years. That
far back they organized a group
known as the "Asoaviakhim,"
consolidating their civilian
chemical warfare division and
a civilian aviation corps. They
had 4,000,000 members in 1928,
perhaps 20,000,000 today.

The primary duty of this or-

ganization was to popularize
military methods among the
people. Both offensive and de-

fensive gas drills were regular-
ly held. Parades of thousands of
Asoaviakhims were staged in
Moscow streets regularly.Paal Malta

By KIRKE L. SIMPSQN

Wide World War Analyst for .

The Statesman -

A Churchill prediction that a
new "hurricane" ol nasi attack
must soon end the "stormy lull";
in Russia seems verified Within
4S hours of its utterance, T

On the slender, blood-drench- ed

finger of the Kerch peninsula,
the Crimean backdoor to the
Caucasus, the first German
blows have fallen. That vindi-
cates also the judgment of many
allied observers that it is failing
oil reserves which must domi-
nate Hitler strategy and hold out
the brightest hope to shorten the
war.

Whether the fight fee the
Kerch bridgehead to the Cau-

casus preres a feint of the
actual beginning af a ew
German attempt to sweep
around the Rostov corner,
there seems no question that
the most powerful concentra-
tion ef red armies en the whole
2000-mi- le front Is posted to de-

fend that vital southern flank.
Berlin radio commentators
hint at a vast nasi taming
movement impending; on the
"Karkor-Kerc- h front" Mili-
tary onlookers In Bern estl- -
mate that Hitler has mastered
2,000,000 men for a supreme
effort to break through Into
the Caucasus.
London discounts that report

Churchill h i m s e If indicated,
however, that Russian and allied
staffs still lacked two days ago
any positive information as to
where and when the test would
come.

"We have not so far seen any
evidence of those great concen

'Crime aft
By EDITH BRISTOL j

Chapter tl Continued
For the first time I saw Lance

act disobliging almost rude.
"Whatever you want me to do,
Aunt Martha, I'm willing to do
but I'm deuced if I like tq run
errands for all the helpless fe-

males that sponge on us at Cast-
away. Pauline and her maid
Mrs. Hunt, have their car and
nothing in the world to do. Next
time just let them get their; own
soothing syrup." He was being
disagreeable.

"Now, Lance his aunt pro-
tested. "You know they've al-
ways been spoiled."

"Then I'm all in favor of un-
sporting them pronto!"

It was unfortunate that Lance
should have raised his voice as
he did for his-las- t sentence,
striding through the door --how
unfortunate we could not know
then. Though we did later when
we heard his words quoted back
to us:

"And when it comes to bring-
ing out any more medicine for
Estelle well, all Td like to give
that dame would be a double or-
der of rat poison!" '

And Harry Craven, stepping
from his car and crossing the
patio, would reach the porch in
time to hear that, wish!

"You said you wanted to see
me, Sheriff?" Craven's bright
black eyes darted from Allen to
Lance and back again.

"Just a minute; Craven -j-- 111
be with you. What's on your
mind. Lance?"

Lance beckoned the officer to
one side. "You, too, Gerry,
You're in on this."

"What's up?" Allen aked
Lance looked grave and spoke

in a low tone I only wished he
had lowered his voice a moment
before. "Dr. Henry finished his
post mortem before I left ;Gal-lina- ,"

Lance said. -
"Anything important?' "

"111 say it's important pur-fee- 's

head was crushed but in-
side it there was a bullet: The
same rifling on it as on the one
that was found in the first mur-
der!"

'

.. -- ... r
Often enough, I've heard of a"

man stirring up a hornet's best,
And thatquite UteraHy-r-w- aa

what caused the postponement of
the Din-fe- e inquest f

Lance told us of the delay. But
not until we had rocked back
on our heels from the shock of
his news about the bullet found
in Durfee's head. Then his death

' was not due to his bad driving
although that was proverbial
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Furthermore, the Russians are well stocked, as
is practically everyone else. Little metal is needed
for manufacture of the gas. It can be, and has
been stored, for long periods.

Churchill's warning will probably be effective on
the nazis, for the above reasons and others. Doubt
is held here that this crudest method of fighting
will be taken up by any nation except as a last
desperate and no doubt useless resort.

Gas is not generally recognized as an efficient
military weapon. It is hard to handle. Troops at
the front can use it only when conditions are ideal,
when the wind is right and can be guaranteed to
stay right Advancing troops shun its use because
it would be a hinderance to their forward move-
ment. Retreating troops can use it effectively only
in the form of mines, left behind after withdrawal.
(The Russians are adept at mine warfare).

It can be dropped from airplanes, but it will be
effective only when ground conditions (which the
bombers can hardly know) are suitable.

All known types rise only 30 feet from the ground
so all persons who can get above the second story
of city buildings can count themselves secure.
Furthermore, a gas mask is almost a complete de-
fense.

Popular tension over the war is strangely not
extending into the primary elections. Involved
congressmen here see signs of less than usual in-
terest in politics back home this year.

One senator whose nomination primary is only
three weeks off says he cannot tell whether he will
win, because the prospect is for the lightest vote
in years. Others say they find it hard to get people
to listen to politics.

The South Dakota primary last week registered
only about two-thir- ds of the normal vote, al-
though sitting Senator Bulow was defeated. Two
years ago in the gubernatorial race 159,000 votes
were cast; this year only 107,000 (with a few
precincts still missing).

A, storm occurred in one of the districts which
may have kept some people away from the polls,
but sugar registration was held the same day
throughout the state and was counted upon to get
the people out for a record vote. '

When voting is light and issues dim, it is easier
for well-organiz- ed groups to win. This, acknowl-
edged condition has caused many an old antagonist
of the administration to, look more carefully to his
fences." V

Senator Wheeler, furthermore, is saying he de-
tects a concerted effort by someone to destroy
isolationists, either through--politic- s or other means.
He says he looks for mean campaigns where isola

Casttaway'
" over all Gallina county. It was
murder, plain and unquestion-
able. Another crime to match
the killing of Walter Gregg: only
one more cleverly contrived,
more subtly carried out.

And if th rifling on the bul-
let that killed Durfee was the
same as that on the three taken
from Gregg's .body and room,
then, truly, Sheriff Allen was
right, and the search for the le-

thal gun became, more than
ever, the most, vital step in the
hunt for the murderer.

But about the hornet's nest
As Lance told us it was amusing,
almost. In the midst of so much
tragedy. The coroner, pudgy,

- self-import- ant little man as he
appeared when he beamed and
basked in the spotlight of pub-
licity at the Gregg inquest, was
given to gardening. Yesterday,

- working in his garden, he poked
at a wasp's nest to see if it was
occupied. It was.

(To be continued)

Today's Garden
By ULLIE L MADSEN

- C. C. asks when poison should
be placed for the weavil which
attacks the primroses.

Answer: This should be done
at once. The fly is already lay-
ing its egg beneath the primrose
leaves, we are told. Place a ta-
blespoon of the poisoned apple
bait around each plant It is well
to place this around the coral
ben also as this, too, is attacked
by the same pest , --

P. G. asks when she should
prune her deubrfa. She reports
it has grown unshapely and is
not very pretty this year when
in bloom. : .

Answer; She does not state
which variety she-ha- s. But it
should be pruned at flowering
season or immediately following.
As a rule most of these flower-
ing shrubs do well as cut flowers
and this also gives them the
proper pruning. Remember you
prune your roses as you cut
them for the house. This can
also be done largely in reference
to other flowering shrubs. Al-
most all of the flowering shrubs
benefit if they are fed immedi-
ately after they have flowered
and been pruned. In this way
mey get a ejaoa summer growth
and are ready to produce good
flower buds for next year. The
lilac does not need much pruning
other than catting off the-- dead

; blooms and heading it back
when It grows out of hand.

Forsythias and spiraeas should
especially be pruned each spring
If - they are to produce good
blooms. Cut most of the old
wood out The growth will pro-
duce better and larger blooms.

1?
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War Workers' Wages
The stories you hear about individual work-

er? receiving fabulous wages in war industries
--m the aircraft factories and in the shipyards

y and in cantonment construction may all be
true. But the over-a- ll picture b different

It is true that members of some of the build- -
- ing trades receive such hourly wages as these:

Bricklayers $1.73, plasterers $1.72, structural
' iron workers $1.65, plumbers $1.59, steamfitters

$1.57, carpenters $1.43. With overtime pay
; aSpve 40 hours and a lot of overtime worked,

many of them receive more than $100 a week.
: But hi the various broad classifications of

war work the weekly earnings including over-
time, according to the bureau of labor statistics,
have been running like this: Building construc-
tion $37.17, aluminum manufacture $39.39, blast
furnaces and steel works $40.20, electrical ma-ihin- ery

and-- supplies $41.10, foundry and ma-
chine shop $41.95, brass and copper products
$43.57, explosives $44.26, aircraft $44.80, ma-
chine tools $50.87, engines and turbines $52.89,
shipbuilding $53.49. V '

v - ; ! -
These are the most recently available national

figures but they are not quite up to date; no
doubt increased overtime as the program is
speeded up has raised the average and will
raise it more. A stronger trend to overtime
because of the task's urgency, no doubt accounts
for shipbuilding'a high average. ;

These wages are, we concede, a far cry from
the day when a- - candidate for public office
dared to say "a dollar a day is enough for any
working man." But they aren't so high as to
warrant all the griping now being heard in some
quarters nor the haste With which unskilled
workers are moving to war work centers where
living costs are comparatively as high as the
wages,. cr higher.

tionists are involved.

The great fleet victory off Australia was too
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sparingly reported at first Co cause, authorities here
to accept the popular deductions-nic- h interpreta-
tions as one indicating the Jar were then bent
on invasion of Australia or were moving down to
the New Hebrides islands, New Caledonia or New
Zealand to cut our lines of communications.

Most official scources decided to wait until de-
tails were available before reaching definite con-
clusions. What puzzled them most was the fact
that only a few Jap transports were sunk. If an
invasion movement anywhere had been broken up,
they figured there would have been more. -

The Japs are already reported shying away from
the Burma road as a line of advance into. China.
Its tortuous mountain winding way will enable the
Chinese demolition squads to take hMLy toll with
dynamite and mines if the Jap drive toward Kun-
ming is pursued in that direction.- - :

; 1. .

A direct assualt through Yunnan province from
IndovChlna will probably be started by the Japs
instead, While there are no good roads in that
area, the possibilities of concentrated Chinese de-
fense are not as threatening'. ... . .

. Prominent Republican Le&er, . j

Speak for Senator

KGW Tonight 10:4S P. It.
raid Advertisement

'If you have two cows they'll set your table
for you," a dairy-wi- se friend told us when we
moved to the farm. : Now that we nave two
cows, the younger members of the family who
have always taken turns setting the table, are
xlzr.-i- rz U U-- 5 a vacation.

Triplets Joe. Anne and KZ1 gycier (left to right), 12, el Chicago had
a last huddle together after the two yovths were swan Into the navy
as lerend elans seamen. "I guppaae ril get along. said Anne. Tagetting married next month to a man who Intends to join the navy,


