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A list of public questions which Oregon-
lans consider most urgent and pressing, com-
piled as of this biennial primary campaign
period, obviously would differ radically from a
similar list compiled two years ago. And the
prevailing majority answers to those questions
might in some cases be the exact opposite of
the popular solutions of 1940.

No such compilation is available. But it
happens that 216 Oregonians aspire to the ap-

ximately 75 seats to be filled, out of the

in the state legislature. It goes without say-
Ing that the candidates’' present goal is nomi-
pation, not the solving of public questions.
Making such allowances as this fact suggests,
malysis of the candidates’ appeals nevertheless
s revealing.

Out of the 216—and it must be noted that
many, particularly upstate incumbents some
of whom have no opposition, offer no platform
mor slogans—the greatest number, 95, indicate
In some way that winning the war is one of
the outstanding issues, even for the Oregon
legislature; and lest there be some cynicism
anent their running on a “win the war” plat-
form, be it noted that out of the 85 in the next
most numerous group, who pledge themselves
to economy and tax reduction, a large number
combine these two goals in some such terms
as “save state taxes for the war effort.” Inci-
dentally, eight make rather pointed, it seems
to us, mention of “defense,”” five specifically
advocate promotion of civilian defense and one
appears to be an isolationist—at any rate he
demands “no entangling alliances.” Eleven em-
phasize planning for the post-war period and
three advocate bonuses or their equivalent for
the veterans of this war.

It may be recalled that in a similar analysis
in 1940 it was recorded that 22 candidates used
the word “economy” as compared to only 18
in 1938. Though the count is on a different
basis, the 85 so pledging themselves this year
attest an admirable awakening of tax-con-
sciousness. Reflecting the Multnomah county
furor over assessment, 32 candidates, all but
five in that county, demand a shift in the tax
burden—in most cases a restoration of the old
assessment ratios. But this issue goes begging
almost everywhere else in the state; thus a
conflict on geographical lines is forecast even
if the Multnomah delegation brings a united
front on this matter. Four candidates, three
in Multnomah, favor abolishing the tax com-
mhission or curbing its authority. Sixteen, 12 in
Multnomah, favor repeal or reduction of the
income tax.

In 1938 public power and pensions were
major issues; in 1940 only 11 candidates men-
tioned public power; this year—not one! But
whereas in 1940 there were 40 who advocated
more liberal pensions, this year there are 44.
A few rest their cases entirely upon a pledge
to increase old age assistance or to do away
with some of the restrictions.

Labor legislation is still a live issue; 15
candidates make direct appeal to the labor
vote while two pledge themselves to fight labor
“racketeering.” Four appeal in some manner
to the farmer vote.

In 1940 greatest emphasis was upon in-
dustrial development of Oregon, with 53 can-
didates promising efforts to that end. This year
the number is reduced to 31, but that we think
is explained in part by the emphasis upon war
victory and the fact that so many upstate can-
didates offer no specific appeals. Twenty four
promise in so many words to look after the
home district’'s interests and we note a prepon-
derance of these in counties distant from the
center of state population.

Twenty three insist they are for “Roose-
velt” or promise cooperation with the national
administration; two seem to take sly digs at
the new deal. Four oppose war profits; nine
champion “human rights.” Nine others demand

- some improvement in support for education.

Seven suggest changes in workmen's compen-

- sation or openly demand state medicine. Four

want something done more speedily about river
purification. Two would work for repeal of the
milk control law.

Twelve favor “fewer laws” or the repeal
of unnecessary laws; five suggest some re-
organization of state governmend, usually in
the direction of simplification. Forty three men-
tion that they are experienced lawmakers and
17 assure the voters of their honesty or integ-
rity. And there are four who insist that the
legislature can get its work done quickly and
adjourn.

times but that a surprising number, mostly
Multnomah county democrats, either are still
living in 1938 or cling to the opinion that the

* Three Who Contributed
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that recent comers to Salem may be unaware
of the contributions these men made to Salem’s

civic development. But older residents have not
forgotten.

Mussolini, they say, is out of his head. Re-
ports of his nervous prostration are not veri-
fied to the degree of absolute affirmation but
they sound reasonable, everything considered.
Politically, I1 Duce went out of his head nearly

two years ago when he jumped unnecessarily
into a war that was none of his business.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, April 13 — A certain slug-

gishness within the nazi military is now visible
to the eye.

General Rommell’s drive in
Libya should have been started
weeks before if the nazi war
machine was still clicking at its
old time pace. His preparations
were not well concealed and
lagged behind former Hitler
tempo.

Now he has only about six
weeks left before sweltering
desert heat joins the side of the
British defenders of the Near
East

The Russians have lately
picked up some German prison-
) ers with no more than five or
six weeks’ training. It is murder to send men with
no more experience into battle, even to fill out
depleted units, as is apparently being done.

Certainly the German general staff would not
be using them anywhere if manpower was not
a pressing problem.

The best balanced estimate here of Hitler's
losses to date, mostly in Russia, is 1,750,000 killed
and about the same number severely wounded.
This would mean around 3,500,000 nazis out- of
action.

These are the best trained German troops—
specialized shock troops, sappers, engineers, para-
chutists (the flower of the German army as Ber-
lin would call it).

They cannot be replaced. They were especially
selected for their superior talents and physical
stamina,

How far the Germans have been pinched is
atlested by the fact that they are filling up their
losses on the south Russian front with Balkan
soldiers.

Several of their mechanized units have been
reorganized into infantry because equipment was
not available for them.

These heartening suggestions have bolstered
hopes for the Russian cause, but not beyond the
line set forth in this column Sunday.

Mr. Roosevelt has obviously been trying to
keep out of the British-Indian negotiations, but
at the same time has sent to Delhi his former
assistant secretary of war, Louis Johnson.

The subtlety of this move may have escaped
appreciation among us here at home, but it was
designed to inform the Indians that Mr. Roosevelt,
as far as he could diplomatically g0, sympathized
with their longing for independence.

Johnson went there more or less to under-
write by his presence the promise of the British
for post-war dominion status. He did not mix
in Indian affairs, of course, but the British prom-
ised India dominion status once before, in 19186,
and then forgot it.

Johnson, standing in the background, was to
serve as a guarantee that when the war is over,
the United States would see to it that India would
get-what Cripps tried to promise.

For this reason, news of the rejection of the
Cripps offer by the congress party and the Moslem
league was especially hard to take here,

A harsher system for post-war America than
any yet suuegted by Mr. Roosevelt's national plan-

ernment.

habook,oul.mday.ulled‘”rhenondWe
are Traveling,” published by the Twentieth Century
fund (foreword by Assistant State Secretary Adolph
Berle), Chase carries the vague post-war outlines
otthephnningbmrduverﬂstepumrmer. He
adapts Mr. Roosevelt’s promise of four freedoms
to a new kind of economic system.

The road we are traveling,

He calls this system by the mysteri -
bol of “X,” but he defines it as a ltl:::'z:-
tralized government, with the executive arm grow-
ing at the expense of the legislative and judicial
arms; underwriting by the government of em-
ployment, social security, food, housing and medi-
cal care, with large expenditures financed by fur-

ther post-war increase fn the federal debt: gov-

mmtmunlothboruniom,!ouimm
agricultural productién, hydro-electric power, coal,

petroleum, natural gas, communications, propa-
ganda, railways, highways, airways.
It sounds like a makeshift socialism, in the

“Slide, Kelly, Slide!” Today Is the Day

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Bits for Breakfast
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was $10 a year and

advertising was more

than $2 a column Iinch:
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(Continuing from last Satur-
day:) Salem Lodge No. 4, Ma-
sons, advertised its meetings, on
the same page—page 3, but not
its place of meeting. Geo. A.
Edes was W. M., and T. H. Cox
secretary. Mr. Edes was prom-
inent in Salem’s early days. He
was for a long time county
clerk of Marion county, when
the duties of that office includ-
ed what fall to both clerk and
recorder now. He was the fath-
er of Mrs. Henry W. Meyers of
present day Salem.

T. H. Cox, the Masonic lodge
secretary, was likely the son of
Thomas Cox, who brought a
stock of goods across the plains
in covered wagons with the
1847 immigration, and erected
the first store building in Sa-
lem, at the northeast corner of
Commercial and Ferry streets,
where was also the first regu-
lar postoffice in Salem.

T %N

Watt & Bolter had a three-
inch ad on the third page, tell-
ing of their “furniture and sash
factory, near Clark & Holman's
tannery, Salem.” Their ad. said
they had “new machinery from
the East,” and could make “ev-
erything necessary to finish a
house,” alson “neckyokes,
whippletrees and balusters,
newels, etc., etc.,"” and that they
had a furniture store next to
Haas' jewelry shop. That indi-
cated that the furniture and
sash factory was in one part of
town and their furniture store
was in another; the latter per-
haps on the east side of Com-
mercial street between State
and Ferry streets.

Next was a two inch ad of El-
felt, Weil & Co., importers and
wholesale dealers in general
merchandise, Portland, Ore-
gon.

did new assortment of jewelry
just received. On the first page

Today’s Garden

was an ad of the same size, by
Mr. Haas, announcing Ameri-
can watches. On the third page
was another ad. of the same
size, by Mr. Haas, reading:
“Music! Music! If you want a
good violin go to HAAS' »
Mr. Haas was in business for
a long time in Salem, and he
was the leader of the band.
That famous organization, on
many important occasions, fur-
nished the music. That was true
when Secretary of State Sew-
ard and his distinguished com-
panions, on their way to Alas-
ka, to confirm “Seward’s folly,”
the purchase of Alaska by the
United States from Russia,
made speeches from the second
floor balcony of the then cele-
brated Beunett House, and
were taken in a grand proces-
sion to the home of former

United States Senator James W, -

Nesmith on the Rickreall, some
10 miles west. Mr. Haas con-
tinued his leadership of the fa-
moys band away into the eight-
les, or later. Carrie Beechler,
who has preserved the old copy
of The Statesman that is here
being reviewed, became a
printer on The Statesman, and
was one of the three first lino-
type operators west of the
Rocky mountains, as will ap-
pear later along.
T % %

“Doctors Watson & Belt had
an inch card on the third page,
tendering their “services in the
practice of surgery, obstetrics
and medicine. . ., Dr. Watson's
residence is on Church street,
second door north of the Aca-
demy of the Sisters of‘the Sa-
cred Heart; office on State st.,
the same occupied by Dr. Belt,”
the card concluded.

Next was the card of “Walla-
met Encampment, No. 2
L. 0. O. F,” ... “meeting the
third Friday evening of each
month at 8 o'clock, in their hall
in Holman's Block. Chester N.
Terry, C. P.” Mr. Terry was a

famous county judge of Marion
county; had that office wher
the present court house was
built. When the court house
site was sold to a San Francis-
co man, and the deed recorded,
Terry was instructed by the
county court, the other mem-
bers being Al Coolidge of Sil-
verton and John Giesy of Au-
rora, fo bring suit to quiet the
title. He brought no suit. He
knew the title was already in
Marion county by right of pos-
session, and nothing was done.
The deed is still on record, but
the San Francisco “owner” nev-
er came to get possession or to
hiu:: the building away with

T % 5%

A half inch ad followed, of
“G. D. Maxon, physician, sur-
geon and accoucher, having
permanently located in the city
of Salem, would respectfully
solicit the patronage of the sick.
Office—for the present—at
Headquarters, with Dr. Hamil-
ton.” Can any one now tell
where was, and what was,
“Headquarters?”

Next was a half inch ad
reading: “To Tobacco Growers:
Wanted, a situation to manu-
facture tobacco, by a man who
thoroughly understands the
business — the best references
given. Please address D. S. C,,
New Columbia Hotel, Port-

land.”
= %%

The last ad., of slightly over
a half inch, on the third page,
read:

“Notice: At a meeting of the
board of directors of the New
El Dorado Silver Mining Co.,
held at their office in Salem,
Oct. 8, 1884, an assessment of
twelve and a half cents per
share was levied on the capital
stock of said Co. payable in
U. S. gold coin within thirty
days. Albert S. Strong, Sec'y.,
Salem, Oct. 7, 1864.”

(Continued tomorrow.)
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By EDITH BRISTOL

‘Crime at Castaway’

Chapler 9§ Continued

“Go on/ Kobe,” Allen said.
“What next?”

“At 10 o'clock I come outside
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“l am very sorry I interrupted
you gentlemen. Please go ahead
with what you were saying when
I broke in on you.”

But before Allen could frame
the next question for the still
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6:15—Dutch Uncles.

KEX—NBC—TUESDAY—119 Ko
: 00—News.

- Dennis,
7:15—Breakfast Club.
8:00—0ld Refrains
8:15—Helen Hiatt, News.
B:30—Stella Unger.

8:35—Floyd Wright, %&Iﬂlﬁ.
8 Fit Club Pa Jean.
45—Keep Clab tty
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10:00—Review of the Day.
10:05—News.

10:15—The ITocmemsker's Hour.
1 of the Ailr
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So 1l hasten
herewith to
WArm you—




