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* WASHINGTON, April

-

of the project is more than $5000.
“Jt is in the national interest

that all construction which is not

* essential directly or indirectly to

the successful’ prosecution of the
war, and which involves the use
of labor, material or equipment
urgently needed in the war effort,
be deferred for the duration of the
emergency,” the board stated.
The drastic action, which
WPB Chairman Donald M. Nel-
som had declared would virtual-
Iy “suspend the civilian con-

" .

To prevent evasion, the $500
upper limit on residential con-
struction was made the maximum
for a 12-month period. That is, no
person may spend $500 on a
dwelling and subsequently make
another $500 outlay on the same
dwelling in the same 12-m/nth
period. The same restriction ap-
plies to the farm and “other re-
gtricted construction” maximums.

Although the shutdown was ap-
plied only to construction not yet
started, WPB gave this warning:

fo more effective use in the war
In effect, the order “freezes”
the sale of building materials
specifically approved

which not only prohibit the start
of construction, but also “the
withdrawal from inventory and
the purchase, sale or delivery of
any material for use in such con-
struction unless authorized by the
war production board.”

Exempt from the order are
projects built fgr the armed forces
and a group of other named gov-
ernment agencies; construction to
replace residences destroyed since
January 1, by fire, flood, tornado,
earthquake or the “public enemy,”
gnd petroleum producing and dis-
fributing facilities which are pro-

for in earlier WPB actions.
change was made in exist-

Battles

: Light In
: Desert

Heavy Raids at
Malta Portend
Drive on East

BY DREW MIDDLETON

LONDON, April 8-(AP)
Axis columns in mnorth
Africa have sprung into
sudden activity in the front
area west of Tobruk which
may be the forerunmer for
the expected big axis drive

for conirol of the eastern
Mediterranean, the Suez gate and

the southern road to Russia.

The British issued A& special
communigue in Cairo Wednesday
night announcing the action, not-
ing. that as yet there had, been

BERLIN (From German
broadcasis), April 8 —()~ The
German bombing of Malla
Tuesday was the greatest of the
war, Berlin military gquariers
sald Wednesday night, and it
left the principal ecity of Val-
leita “a speciacle of utier de-
struction,” iis docks and supply
depots aflame, ils anti-aireraft
guns silenced.

only “minor engagements with
our light forces”™ by “iwo or
three’ enemy columns operating
between the Tmini-Mechili track
and the British position south of
Ain El Gazala, roughly 40 miles
west of Tobruk.

Although no' heavy fighting
had yet been reporied In twe
days of this action, issuance of
the special communigue under-
scored the potential significance
of the axis move.

“The enemy movements are
being closely watched,” the com-
munique concluded.

(Turn to Page 2, Col. 8)

300,000 Tons
Rubber Asked

Wanted for Civilian
Use; Council Plans
Immediate Study

WASHINGTON, April 8-®»
Production of 2 minimum of 300,-
000 tons of synthetic rubber a year
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Marshall and
Hopkins Visit

Confer With Churchill

After Surprise

Atlantic Flight
LONDON, April 8—(#) Gen.
George C. Marshall, US army
chief of staff, and Harry Hopkins,
chairman of munitions assign-
ments and close aide of President
Roosevelt, arrived in London
Wednesday on a surprise mission
by airplane and almost immedi-
ately conferred with Prime Minis-
ter Churchill.

Wednesday night Gen. Marsh-

General Marshall's remarks
about expanding the American
forces were in reply to a guestion
implying that US forces might
become cramped in the British
Isles.

“Well, we want to expand over
here,”

I

Malta—On the Alert

The blackout was preceded by a
radio blackout at 8:35 p. m., and
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Los Angeles Area
Is Blacked Out

Unidentified Planes Cause Alert
For Two Hours, but Identified as
Friendly; Darkening Success

LOS ANGELES, April 8—(#)-An all-clear signal at 10:54
p.m., Pacific war time, Wednesday night ended a blackout that
had covered Los Angeles and Oiange counties since 9:03 p.m,

At San Francisco, the western defense command said the

LONDON, Thursday, April §
(#—-Naval reporters here Thurs-
day said that “the biggest naval
battle in history seems about
to blaze up in the Bay of Bengal”
between the Japanese and British
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EnemyOn

INew Isle;

Toll Told

British Improve
Position; Aerial
Success Related

SYDNEY, Australia, April 8
(#)-The Japanese have landed
on Manus island in the Ad-
miralty group, it was reported
Wednesday, in an apparent de-
sign to protect their far-ex-
tended forces on New Guinea
and New Britain, to the south
and southeast, respectively.

Ausiralians had desiroyed the
airdrome and everything else
which might be of use to the

to tha Japanese hold in the entire
southwest Pacifie area and that
the invaders found they virtually

A similar intention was seen in
the recent Japanese landing at
Bougainville in the Solomon
islands.

An Ausiralian war corre-
spondent reporied freom Pert
Moresby that “excluding allled
air operations merth of Ausiraliz
Tuesday and Wednesday we
have desiroyed or seriomsly
damaged at least 157 Japanese
aireraft in the past month in
a brilliantly executed ald of-
fensive over a fromt extending

- “ '

The correspondent described
these successes as a result of “one
of the most powerful and most
sustained air blitzes since the
Pacific war began.”

It began with the Japanese
landing at Lae and Salamaua,
New Guinea, exactly a month ago

Wednesday.
“It is only &”few weeks since
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ve in North Africa
Casualties High

As Japs Throw

Of Peninsula;

WASHINGTON, April

s S22
India Reported

US Envoy Begins

Efforts on New
Defense Formula

NEW DELHI, India, April 8—(&
Assurances that the United States
endorses the British pledge for In-
dian self-government after the war
and a declaration of American con-
fidence of victory were reported in

Attempt to Cut Off
Salient Before

Russ Capital

LONDON, April 8.~{#)-The

Yanks Occupy

In Fresh Hordes

Southern Tip
Dive Bombers

Still Come; Barges Ruined

8-(AP)-The Japanese in-

vaders, after forcing the desperately-pressed defend-
ers of Bataan back to a new line, swarmed down upon
them Wednesday with hordes of shock troops and all
types of planes—and a communique reported omi-
nously that casualties were heavy on both sides.”
Fresh Nipponese infantrymen were aided by dive
bombers and lead-spitting attack planes. Describing a
struggle which reddened the soil and rocks of the nar-
ula, the war department declard in the late
. .

“The present -Japanese attack is
the longest sustained drive of the
enemy since operations began on
Bataan. Waves of shock troops
have attacked almost continuous-
ly, without “regard to casualties,
which have been heavy on both
sides.

“American and Filipine
troops"” including naval and
marine contingents, have stub-
bormly resisied every advance,
Repeaied efforts of the enemy
to land troops behind our lines
have been frusirated by omwr
beach defenses, manned large-
Iy by naval and marine person.
nel.”

The situation, however, was
evidently critical because of thae
numerical superiority of the foe.
The Nipponese command was ob-
viously seeking
press the defenders back again

Camp Workers

}ORTI;AND. April 8P
Construction workers on the Cor-




