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is no shortage of supply. But the norihwest,
like the eastern states, has received its gasoline

are required to move gasoline and oils to United
Nations fighting forces in many parts of the
world; and submarines have sunk a great many;
and in view of the submarine peril, we aren't
going to ask that tankers and their crews put to
sea just to bring us joy-ride fuel.

They are cutting us down 20 per cent. To the
writer who has cut his personal use of gasoline
by more than that voluntarily in the last two
months, and to an approximate minimum, that
posed a question: Is the reduction to be based
upon consumption a year ago, or upon the sup-
posedly lower consumption of recent weeks?

Inquiry disclosed that there could be no
sérious question on this point for, contrary to
the belief of persons who have been economiz-
ing, there has been no drop in general consump-~
tion unless it occurred quite recently, Gasoline
consumption in January for example exceeded
that of the same month in 1941. But to the small
extent that the question did arise, it was an-
swered this way:

Dealers’ quotas are to be cut 20 per cent from
a figure based equally upon three past con-
sumption records; three months including De-
cember, 1940, January and February, 1941; the
same three months a year later; and if, say,
the quota is for April, upon the gallonage han-
dled in April a year ago.

Certainly the people of a community such as
Salem or any of its neighbors can, other things
being equal, get along with 20 per cent less
gasoline than they did at this time a year
ago, especially when transporting the supply
is a task of such peril and a vital factor in the
war effort. In fact, other things being equal,
one would suppose tire-saving would auto-
matically result in that much gasoline saving!

Unfortunately, other things are not going to

be equal. A lot of people are moving into the
Willamette valley, attracted by the cantonment

~=yet no allowance for this is likely in the gaso-
line quota arrangements. That’s the trouble
with regimentation from Washington,- DC, by
persons who have no knowledge of local situa-
tions. Of course it's necessary now—but to our
way of thinking, people will be so tired of regi-
mentation when the war is over, there will be
no danger of its continuation—unless it is still
nécessary!

Another flaw. of regimentation is that no ac-
count can be taken of individual needs. One
motorist used to do a lot of Sunday touring—
he can get along easily with 20 per cent less or
40 per cent less. Another has driven only on
business; he can't greatly reduce his consump-

- tlon except at the cost of serious inconveni-

ence. Fortunately, gasoline dealers have, until
ration cards are issued, leeway to take these
matters into account.

‘No matter—it’s the war. Did you see that
eartoon reprinted from the Washington Star?

One government employe is carting off John Q.

tires and sugar—which actually bave not -

gured much recently because of direct or in-
ect rationing—shortages impend on certain

|

It's obvious enough that Lewis, though no
true “liberal” from the new deal angle—his

ly, in the CIO to his side of the argument, which
currently is the minority side.
It’s our guess that upwards of 50,000 eastern

dairymen have bought themselves a peck of -

trouble.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON -

( King Features Syndicate, Inc. Repro-
mmmmb:rhnr?mmm.)

WASHINGTON, March 19—The best of the news
from the Jap war front has been lost in scattered
communiques.

It is trueé our navy has not done much with the
main Jap battlefleet. It has not
even been seen since the war
started. The Japs are keeping
their big capital ships out of
their south Pacific campaign
in fear of our flying fortresses
and submarines.

Big battle wagons do not
even carry depth bombs for de-
fense against subs. As they
cannot be maneuvered swiftly
they must rely on destroyers
for sub protection, and upon
aircraft carriers for protection
against planes.

But day by day in every way,
our navy and army have been pecking away mainly .
at the indispensable, but unspectacular, phase of
the Jap attack—the transport, supply and tanker
ships, and their convoy protection.

Up to Wednesday night the United Nations had
put out of ‘action nearly one-fourth of Tokyo's
estimated supply wagons of the sea, without which
their advance cannot be maintained or their cone
quests held, and 44 of the cruisers protecting
them (out of a total estimated strength of 56 Jap
cruisers.)

The scoreboard in this supply shipping here
shows: Sunk 110 (including 7 by the Australians);
damaged 54 (including 15 by the Australians); total
put out of action 1864.

Jap merchant marine strength was estimated
at 898 ships for this type of service on the eve of
the war, counting everything above 2,000 tons. Of
these 717 were freighters, 132 combined passenger
and cargo ships, and 49 tankers. But 162 were un-
der 3,000 tons and could not be used for the far-
flung service of this attack. So 736 is a fair esti-
mate of what the Japs could use and 184 is about
22.3 per cent of this, now counted as out of action.

This pinch of ships is important furthermore,
because the Japs cannot produce them as we can.
Her merchant shipbuilding capacity is limited to
300,000 to 400,000 gross tons a year while we ex-
pect to build 6,000,000 gross tons this year and 10,-
000,000 next.

Furthermore her lifeline must not only supply
the Jap armies in the scattered islands of Oceania,
Malaya, the Philippines, Indo-China and Java, but
also their main army in China. Their supply line
ifrom Tokyo to Port Darwin, Australia would run
approximately 2,800 miles long. The farther they
go the more supply ships they will need to sus-
tain themselves.

Pau! Malion

Even with the main Jap fleet hiding at home, the
toll of fighting ships is beginning to mount. United
Nations claim to have put out of action four stray
battleships of an estimated 18- (it may be more) in
the Jap fleet. Only two were sunk, two damaged.
‘Jap loss in aircraft carriers
you would- think, with
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What May I Do to Help My Country?

Bits for Breakfast

,By R. J. HENDRICKS

When a Michigan 8-20-42
farmer knew more
than the generals
and all the engineers:
= %%
(Concluding from yesterday:)
Quoting the Cyclopedia further:
“At this juncture Bailey (who
was then a lieutenant-colonel)
came forward and coolly pro-
posed to build a couple of dams,
extending from either side of
the river, that would greatly in-
crease the depth of the mid-
channel, and allow the fleet to

pass.

“The regular engineers
SCOFFED AT THE IDEA, em-
anating as it did from the brain
of a Wisconsin farmer, and de-
clared it to be utterly imprac-
ticable.

S %%

“Bailey, however, persevered,
notwithstanding indifference,
open opposition, and every dis-
couragement, until finally, on
April 30, he induced General
Banks to sanction his scheme.

“The work being fairly start-
er, assistance was freely offered,
and as many as 3000 soldiers
were soon at work on relays
night and day, while several
hundred lumbermen from the
Maine regiments made them-
selves useful in felling and mov-
ing trees. The toilers were fre-
quently up to their necks in wa-
ter, and oftentimes nearly pros-
trated by the scorching rays of
the Southern sun.

b T T
* “The rapids where the river
was to be deepened were about
a mile long and nearly 1000 feet
wide, with a current running ten
miles an hour. On the south sgide
where the timber was not avail-
constructed of

By LILLIE L. MADSEN
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mal thanks of Congress, while
the officers of the fleet presented
him with a sword and a purse of
$3,000. In November, 1864, he
became brigadier general of vol-
unteers. . . . Subsequent to the
war he settled as a farmer in
Newton county, Mo, where he
was elected sheriff, an office for
which he was peculiarly well
fitted on account of his great
strength and dauntless spirit.
T %%

“It was while endeavoring to
convey two desperadoes to the
county seat at Nevada without
assistance that he met his death
at their hands.

“It is worthy of note that
‘Bailey's Dam’' was still in a
state of fair preservatiomn 2§
years after it was built, and

bade fair to endure another

quarter of a century.

T %%
Continuing the Young Folks’
History of the Civil War account
where it was left off at the end
of the installment of yesterday
of this series: “When Porter was
at his wits' end, . . . Bailey pro-
posed to build a Series of dams
across the rocks at the falls,
thus raising the water high
enough to let the vessels pass
over in safety, just as locks are
used in canals. Porter and Banks
were hearty in their support of
the plan, but the BEST EN-
GINEERS CALLED IT MAD-
NESS.

“Three thousand men, with
more than 200 wagons, were im-
mediately set to work., After
eight days of hard work, when

the dams were nearly done, the

*T %%

“‘She egtered the gap with a
full head of steam on, pitched
down the roaring torrent, made
two or three spasmodic rolls,
hung for a moment on the rocks
below, was then swept into deep
water by the currents, and
rounded safely into the bank.

“ “Thirty thousand voices rose

{

f
i:
T

the
came safely over
T %

It is interesting to note that,
in the Cheney history, just
quoted, this paragraph follows:

the rocks.’”
“

he was surprised by a Union

was Alvan Cullen Gillem, who
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his lines and make a profitable
trip. It didn't slow them up any,
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“Lucky there’s a moon shin-
ing,” Hutch said, after they had
thanked the aged fisherman and
his sons, and watched them glide
gracefully and silently across its
silvery path, then out of sight
into the gulf of night. -

Pierre handled the tiller, while
Rusty and Genri took first turn
at rowing. There was little wind,
and what there

his “all | I heading straight in the direction
the lava beds of April 11, 1873.) -..“unm p:l: it but ﬂ!ﬁ:kj‘ltbﬂl- of the north star. Yves had told
Morgan drew his pistol, but be- 4. 2t being free and on their o o0 parting to keep it di-
fore he could fire a Union bullet way to England made all the rectly over the bow and they
had pi i his } g s 8¢ cold. th- couldn’t miss the southern coast
The lesson of “Bailey’s dam” is  or, meagre food, and hard work dmh;d'b. continued
that plain common sense may be geem negligible. Yves had only (To tinued)
better than the advice of the his two sons as crew, not wishe Copyright by Peter Muir;
experts who think they know it ing anyone else in the secret, Distributed by King Features
all. and the four soldiers insisted on Syndicate, Inc,
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