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*No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, President

Member of The Assoclated Press

The Associated Prems is exclusively entitied to the use for publication
news dispeiches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

The Cruiser Houston Permanency e
Impatience such as now prevails, occasioned If, having in your possession a “time ma-

by delay in the launching of offensive warfare,
is not exactly a new state of mind for Ameri-
cans. Similar t prevailed.late in 17786,
to be relieved by Washington’s sudden foray

Trenton. Doubtless there were com-
parable times in 1812. At the moment however
we have especially in mind the spring of 1836
when Texans and other Americans just learning
lochant:‘llmbertheAhmo."ehliedltthe
bit because Sam Houston kept retreating and
retreating before the hordes of Sanfa Anna, the
Mexican dictator.

.All that was changed in 15 minutes on April
21 when Houston, having decoyed the despot
into the desired position, fell upon him and
captured his entire force, including Santa Anna
himself, with the loss of only 36 Texans.

- Indubitably there were red faces among
Houston's earlier detractors; and Houston him-
self was abruptly elevated to a position of ac-
claim such as General Douglas MacArthur now
holds. l.lewumldeﬁrttprwdentotthene-
public of Texas, later served as United States
senator., In the Civil war period he braved the
displeasure of his neighbors by opposing seces-
gion. But they named Texas’ largest city in

_ his honor . . . and later a cruiser. He was one
of America’s great fighters; but his primary
military lesson to Americans was on the virtye
of patience.

It is no surprise to those Americans who
watched closely the accounts of the battle of
Java, that there were serious naval losses to
the United Nations. There were savage sea
battles; the combined fleets stood in the way
of enemy landings. Then presently there were
landings in force—and we knew they must have
been made over the sunken hulls of brave fight-
ing chipse

Among these, we now ledyn officially, were
the cruiser Houston which lived up fully to
the illustrious name by which it had been chris-
tened, and the American destroyer Pope. How
many members of their crews survived, if any,
we have not yet been told; and for the de-
tailed story of their achievements while still
afloat, we likewise must be patient. But there
can be no doubt that it is an honorable account
which should serve as a reproach to those im-
patient American non-combatants who were,
perhaps even as the Houston closed in deadly
combat with the enemy, loudly and bravely
shouting “Where's the navy?” The Houston like
its namesake has, in a way, taught us a lesson
in_ patience.

First intimation that the cruiser Houston had

been sunk came from the enemy’s radio and
was published here with the appropriate reser-
vations. Recognizing that the claim was no
proof, most Americans on reading it made
a mental notation that it quite probably was
true.

Delay in the official navy department an-
nouncement we can understand. Until battle
lines had reformed in new waters and until
new dispositions of naval strength could be
made, news of the cruiser's loss might have
been valuable to the enemy if he did not already
possess it or was not certain of it.

Explanation of this principle which chiefly
guides censorship of news from ocean battle
fronts has been repeated frequently. We are
disposed to accept it and in any case we are
“Dound to accept it. But accompanying one such
explanation, in a note written by an official of
the Office of Censorship, there appeared also
this paragraph:

- There is a further consideration of the effect

of announcing a sinking of an American ship

some days after it happens. The public—which
means all over the United States—does not,
. It can be observed, react quite as violently to
the piece of bad news as if jt had been im-

il

grounds, within four or.ﬁve‘ blocks you would
have passed beyond the thickly-built portion
of the city. ; ; /

And if on the contrary you walked down-
town you would find the business district some-
what less impressive than it is today. Along
certain streets ,where fireproof buildings now
stand you would find flimsy frame structures.

But—even though you are a 1942 resident
of Salem and perhaps a comparative newcomer
—across the fronts of a considerable number
of business houses you would note names cur-
rently familiar. Of this fact, several pages of
special advertising in this issue of The States-
man attest,

It is no disparagement of business concerns
more recently instituted, to observe that when
one serves the public in gccordance with our
American system of free enterprise, per-
manency is an evidence of proven stability and
integrity. Newcomers may be and probably
are fine people; the “permanent residents” are
fine people and this has been proven.

‘Referring to Seattle voters' repudiation of the
teamster union’s candidate for mayor, the Daily
Olympian observes that the people of Seattle
believe in going forward, not Beckward.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution King Features Syndicate, Inc. Repro-
duction in mzmmm prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, March 14—The key to the whole
world war situation is on the Russian fromnt. It
will be turned one way or the other within 60

to 80 days.
If Hitler's last

desperate effort this spring fails
to destroy the red army and
reach oil, reasonably prompt
counter action by the United
Nations could force him to his

. "Bl will be the world against the
Salkien US and Britain. A devastating
Wt conflict of many years dura-
tion would be the least of the live possibilities.
This realistic interpretation is apparently mov=-
ing current policy of our government. Aid to
Russia has recently been rushed through both
oceans. A sign that the nazis know the importance
of this' aid was given when Hitler moved the
Tirpitz up the Norwegian coast.

The reds are supposed to be mustering a secret
army of a million and a half men (91 divisions) to
throw in upon the nazis massing for a spring drive
on the south Ukranian front. The idea is to get
the jump on the Germans, throw them off balance,
before they can get their own offensive going.

The tale, however, seems to be just a little too
well known. It has been seeping out of Stockholm,

Their natural first objective is the Caspian sea,

bmthmﬁhd}h?ﬂﬁ.
Russian source of oil.
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The Valor of Ignorance

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Tribute to a good
woman possessed of
great love and regard
for her kith and kind:

T %%
The passing after a long ill-
ness of Estelle Bush Thayer on
Wednesday last took from the
capital city one of her oldest
native residents, and one whose
good deeds will be missed more
than the average of our gener-
ally loyal population.
Estelle Bush was born in Sa-
lem and was destined to live
most of her life here, extending
over a period of 86 years and
five days.

T %%
She was married to Claudius
Thayer when she was 27, and
they spent a considerable pe-
riod of their wedded life at Til-
lamook, Oregon, where they
owned and operated the leading
bank, and were helpful in many
ways to that young city when
such services were needed and
highly appreciated there.

3-15-42

Mr. Thayer was the son of W,

was the co-founder of the pio-
neer bank in the capital city,
that of Ladd & Bush, lately
merged with the United States
National; a branch of that long
established bank, the parent

The Safety Valve

Letters from Statesman Readers

AXISOLOGY

They call themselves the axis,

The dirty so and sos,

Hitler, Mussolini and

Them rats in Tokyo.

Hitler called his pals together

One nice Ju-vember day

And says “Now boys, we're gon-
na take

The good old USA.”

He pulled old Tojo over

And said “Ha! Wit you poys
even take the moon.”
Tojo gave the order

his Jappies to attack
ﬁoﬂ;::umduph?url!{u-

And stabbed us in the back.
But there’s one thing theyl all

In their great jubilation;
That was the spirit the Y.

We're the chaps,
Who'll take the Japs
For the old Red, White and
Blue,

We'll land with guns ablazin’
And they’'ll know before we're
thru;
They’ll sure need a hearse
For we're goin’ to be worse
Than Dangerous Dan McGrew,

We'll take 'em by land, or sea,
or air;
We know they started it too.
We'll make 'em wish twice
They'd got spice for their rice
From Hitler:—Not I and you.

(What am I saying?—{ must be
the Salem Dea-

Well ‘'we're
coness hospital)
—Now flat on our backs—

And you'd better belleve it too,
All I get is soup to sup e

shrine, 4
Willamette Lodge,
brightly shine,

Our Taj Mahal will e'er en-
thrall

With visions rare on memo-
ry's wall.

will

WILLAMETTE WRITERS, how
shall we praise?
Tell her that she inspired our

lays,

Cheering with visions of
glad fate

Our poems of beauty to create,
Inspiring these by genius
rare,

With harp of love held us en-
chanted there.

WILLAMETTE ALUMNAE,
how shall we praise?

Tell her that her generous ways
Thrilled our hearts with joy-
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Radio Programs

KSLM—SUNDAY—13 Kec.
8:00—Just Me.
=H-"b Jeffrey's Songs.
$00—Sunday Symphony.
b4 Diinutive  Clamics.

:
10:00—The W This Morning.
10:15—Four ﬂ.

S fmgh e
ﬁ From Many Lands.
8:00—First

ey -
9:30—Back ‘Home  Hour

18— Dream
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