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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, President
Member of The Associated Press

The Associated Press is exclusively entitied to the use for publicatinn of all
news dispsiches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.
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gisco Chronicle, “receive letters every day
¢riticizing them for printing the news—as if
that were not exactly what they are for.” Now
that isn’t exactly true. The Chronicle is a big
newspaper and no doubt its editors were think-

ing only of big metropolitan newspapers. On
! little newspapers like The Statesman, sometimes
several days go by between letters scolding us
for printing some item of news. The Chronicle,
it appears further, has been criticized for print-
ing what some readers consider “wag secrets”
though the news in question was—handed out

by the war department. A weekly newspaper
in Corvallis on the contrary criticizes the “daily
press”’ for suppressing the real facts of the
tragic temporary barracks fire in that city the
other day—though the weekly’s account adds

no essential fact to those carried on the press
wires. -
Mostly, we think, newspapers have been criti-
i cized recently for carrying overly-optimistic
. headlines on the course of.the Pacific war, due
to emphasis on isolated successes. But the
Chronicle was constrained to defend its news-
presentation policy through receipt of a letter
which charged that its front page “carries
everything that the axis wants it-to carry” and
“would make good reading in Berlin today.”
Particular reference is to a story of racial dis-
crimination in San Francisco, a story quoting
.m Dutch official to the effect that promised
. reinforcements were not sent to Java, another
| intimating that Turkey was leaning toward the
i axis and in gemeral “tales of disunity and
bungling, stupidity and cenflict among our-
selves.” The writer thought a story about 10,-
000 steel workers donating a day’s work to a
good cause, and stories of Red Cross and air
raid warden classes, ought instead to occupy the
top columns on the front page. -

What gets onto the front page and why, is
too big a question to argue here. One might
write a book. Or one might merely observe
that “news is what people read.” Actually the
one question anybody cares to have answered,
and expects a newspaper to answer these days,
is “How are we doing?”

It may be that with the best ef~intentions,
in carrying out routine procedures that ordifar-

! ily suffice, the newspapers have failed in part

L to answer that question. About the fighting,

4 they have duly informed the public. Everyone

| knows that except in Russia, the fighting has
been going badly. But, inadvertently we think,
newspapers may have neglected to inform their
readers clearly and in type so big and well-
placed they can’t miss it, that in the war of
production the news is good; that on that front
the United Nations have started to win.

But if they haven't there are two good rea-
sons. We can’'t absolutely know from direct
evidence of axis production. And we no longer
can report exact figures on United Nations' pro-
duction, lest valuable information be handed
over to the enemy.

: But by matching confidential information on
' United Nations’ production up against the high-

Canadian and British airplane production now
exceeds that of Germany, occupied France, Italy

there is bad news from the front lines,
news from the rear lines. In the long run
fhe news from the rear lines is more important;
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“All newspapers,” remarks the San Fran-

- be popular; supporting government a

Patriotism and Taxes

Donald Duck, in that much-controverted
treasury department-sponsored movie, got a
pleasurable thrill out of paying his income tax.

Incidentally, as movie shorts go it wasn’t bad.
In fact it was so good, purely as enterfainment,
that the treasury department shouldn't have
had to pay for it. Movie houses should have
been and doubtless were willing to pay for it as
they do for their other films. ,

Getting back to the point, we are
those possibly gqueer and rare individuals
find it not at all difficult to imagine Do

statement, as we have mentioned before, occurs
in our own office encyclopedia.

speaking, it is true. But assuming that
money is wisely and fruitfully spent tha
taxes are justly distributed, it shouldn't be true
even in ordinary times. Government

ly-accepted duty.
But certainly now, when taxes pay soldiers

$21 a month or more, feed and arm them, build -

planes and tanks; now, when taxes
tween us and the enemy, we ought to pay them
just as willingly and with as fine a glow
patriotic pride as did Donald Duck.

By the way, have you filed your
income” tax return? If not, better attend to i
within the next two days.

News Behind
The News :

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, March 12—Commentative mop-
ing about Far East results seems to hold that cam-
paign up as the feeblest-witted of all—including
Norway and Greece.
The British lost their entire Malayan army at
" Singapore (the Japs say it
numbered 78,000 on surrender
day).

The Dutch, British and our
own navy seem to have lost
much of the Far Eastern fleet.
The Dufch are supposed to
have surrendered one army in
Java numbering 93,000, al-
though only untrustworthy Jap
figures again are available.

Noting this evidence, current
popular reasoning seems run-
ning along the line that Gen.
Paml Malion Wavell's defensive strategy was
stupid and that of the Dutch nearly as bad . . .
“Too little, too late,” they say . . . “If these scat-
tered 171,000 troops had been put together with
all the scattered naval forces for a drive against
the China coast the results might have been dif-
ferent,” they say . . . i ... if ... il

You can get nearly any better result than the
one that happened by reshuffling strategy and
forces on paper now, but all this discussion over-
looks the basic reason why the Far East is gone.

The criginal error was the fatal one, the all in-
clusive one which never could be redeemed. It
was simply that the British and Dutch were sitting
out there for years upon the richest portion of the
earth and failed to take modern precautions for
its protection. :

Specifically they had no air force worthy of the
name. They had not even built air fields enough
to house an airforce if one came. If every allied
plane in the world had been shipped out there last
December T few could have gotten off the ground
because no air fields for them had been built.

The British and Dutch had not provided suf-
ficient anti-aircraft guns to defend any vital
point. Their troops were not trained to the type of
warfare they would encounter, while the Japs
had spent years preparing for this special mission

Repro-

corrected in a few weeks or a few months, After
them, nothing effective could have been done.

Dismayed British and Dutch statesmen are in-
clined, like the public now, to analyze events of
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. Longer Work Week—Or Louder Alarm Clock?
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

i

2-13-42
You bet, Wendell Willkie
enlisted the first day of
the first World War, and a
Salem soldier was with him:

“General Johnson evidently
belongs to that school of military,
thought which, when an outsider
offers an opinion, looks down its
nose and says, “Why, he couldn’t
get a company across a puddle.
At least he indicates such army
viewpoint when he dismisses
Mr. Willkie as an ‘amatéur stra-
tegist.’

B %%

“The fact is that we need a
lot more amateur strategists. It
was the failure of the public to
think militarily that caused us to
neglect our defenses and get into
this pickle. If the average Am-
erican had not been so indiffer-
ent and so misled, our army and
navy would have been in shape.

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L_MADSEN

W. T. writes that she has
tried three times to grow a pink
dogwood in the same location
and each time failed. Now she
wants advice on whether or not
to try it again. She says she
reaily would like to make one
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The average American would
have given support. But now
that world developments have
imposed the necessity of military
thought upon the average of us,
the hidebound old fuddiduddies
of General Johnson's kind take
it with an ill grace. They want
us to vote everything and prog-
nosticate nothing. To wus that
seems plain stupid, and the
mildest we can say is that it is
short-sighted.

“Besides, the occasion for
General Johnson's outburst is
not a fortunate one. Mr. Willkie
enlisted on the first day of the
first World War and did his
share Of military thinking, un-
der tough conditions, when the
general was managing the draft.
Mr. Willkie has the brains to
build upon that record.

“And, finally, there is the fact
that, taking history by and
large, it does no indicate that the
military innovations, or even the
military in comes out
of the schools. Admiral Kimmel
and General Short came out of
the schools, and we can well im-
agine them pulling exactly such
a column of satire against ama-
teur strategists as General John-
son indulges in on this page to-
day. The brutal reality is that
the scholastic soldier has in ef-
fect led millions of his country-
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So ends the Oregonian edi-
torial article. You bet, Wendell
Willkie enlisted the first day of
the firgt World War, and Salem
sent a fellow soldier with him
on the journey across the Atlan-
tic ocean, and into France.
He was Clark M. Will, em-
ployed now by the Salem mu-
nicipal water system in imporant
duties, belonging to a promin-
ent pioneer Oregon family in
the Aurora-Hubbard section.
T %%

Wendell Willkie was in the
325th Field Artillery, and Clark
M. Will was in the headquar-
ters company of the 326th Field
Artillery.

They sailed together out of
New York September 9th, 1918,
landed together in Glasgow,
Scotland; later sailed out of

Southhampton, England, {or

.
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ence of which gent the German's
automatic clattering across the
floor

The man's throat! His throat!
was Hutch's single thought. The

guard must not be allowed to
cry out for help at any cost.

law of the
jungle—the survival of the fit-

» (To be continued)
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