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By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
Wide World War Analyst For The Stalesman

Lunging Russian stabs at nazi defense lines north of the
Smolensk area represent another race against time—the time
when spring thaws inevitably immobilize both armies on most

of the fronts.

Mud and overflowing streams make a vast quagmire of the

Russian steppes for weeks as the
winter breaks up. They imgose
greater obstacles to major mili-
tary operations than did the ter-
rible Russian winter which wreck-
ed Hitler's eastern “crusade.”

The record books are full of
Russian weather data indicating
that not before late April or May
at the earliest can a major German
offensive be renewer .

Over the wide and confused
front below the Smolensk pivet
te the Leningrad area where the
Russlans are siriking their most
effective blows it seems unlike-
ly that the nazi high command
ean couni upomn favorable
ground and weather conditions
before June.

Hitler's forces are f{rying to
cling to their present positions,
but new break-throughs at vari-
ous points are reported from Mos-
cow and Londen, unofficially.
There are also indications that
with the Leningrad siege line
cracked, the garrison of that city
has been strongly reinforced and
has joined in a Russian offensive
both along the coast of the Gulf
of Finland and southwestward
down the Leningrad-Pskov rail
and road system.

On the Volkhov river front
north of Lake Ilmen and above
Novgorod, amother Russian
thrust westward is indicated. It
seems aimed at Luga junction
on the Leningrad-Pskov sysiem,
far in rear of nazi lines south-
west of Leningrad.

Still farther south a critical
junction in the Lake Ilmen sector
is claimed by the Russians, fur-
ther closing the trap about nazi
armies surrounded in the vicinity
of Staraya Russa just south of the
lake. Rupture of German com-
munication lines at the vital Pskov
crossroads appears to be the main
red objective on all the front north
of the Valdai hills. If that can be
done before winter breaks, the
whol® northern flank of the Ger-
man line would be undermined
and perhaps driven out of Russia
proper.

South of the Valdal plateaun
the German hold on Rjhev and
Vyazma junctions is threatened.
Heavy nazl forces occupying
those advance posis seem to be
eempletely encircled.

The Russians are reported
astride the Rjhev-Vyazma rail-
road at many points and also
across the Vyazma-Smolensk rail-
road at an undisclosed point, pos-
gibly in the Dorogobuj vicinity.
They also have cracked the Urga
river line to menace Vyazma from
the south as well as from the west,
north and east.
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Independence
News

INDEPENDENCE — Friends
honored Mrs. Jesse Walker on her
75th birthday Tuesday by calling
and leaving birthday greetings.
Tuesday evening she and Mrs.
Carrie Smiley were dinner guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Becken.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sickels of
Seattle visited Saturday with Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Scranton. Mrs.
Sickels is Mrs. Scranton’s sister.

Mr. and Mrs. Troy Turner re-
turned to their home in Airlie
this week after spending several
months in Independence. Mr. Tur-
ner has been recovering from a
major operation. '

Jimmy Seeley, grandson of Mr,
and Mrs. J. E. Seeley underwent
a tonsilectomy last week. He is
recovering rapidly.

Miss J Ellen Irvine returned
to her teaching in Stayton Sun-
day after spending several days
at her home with a throat infec-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sterling at-
tended the wedding of Miss Betty
Stevens to Elmer Morgan in Sa-
lem Friday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Merle Frantz of
Salem visited Sunday with Mr.
and Mrs. O. B. Lyday.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry McKee of
Perrydale visited this weekend
with Mrs. Jesse Walker. Mr. Mec-
Kee is Mrs. Walker’s brother,

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Layton of
Jennings Lodge visited Tuesday
with Mr. and Mrs. Rollan Layton.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Penter of
Salem and Mr, and Mrs. Raymond
Haley and family of Valsetz were
Sunday guests at the home of Mr,
and Mrs. Dave Haley.

Mrs. Parr Feted
On Birthday

TURNER—Mrs. A. E. Spencer
entertained at her home with a
birthday dinner honoring Mrs.
Frank Parr. Covers were placed
for Mr. and Mrs. Frank Parr,
Rev. Orville Mick of Albany, Mrs,
Vina Moore and Orie, Mrs. Fern
Kannapy and children of Salem,
Mrs. Ray Gillispie, Mrs. Anna
Windom, Mrs. A. E. Spencer,
Richard and Duane.

Mrs. Ed Collins, who was taken
seriously ill in the night a week
ago, is now convalescing at her
home here. Prior to the illness
Mrs. Collins was caring for Mrs,
Ada Mathias, who has been ill
for several months, Mrs. Earl

. | Standley is now staying at the

Mathias home.

Amity Group Has
Meeting Thursday

AMITY—Mrs. Otho Shields and
Mrs. Harry O. Riley were joint
hostesses Thursday to the East
Side Sewing club at the Shields
home,

After a short business meeting
the afternoon was spent in nee-
dlework for the Red Cross and
thg hastesses. Refreshments were
served.

Members present included Mes-
dames E. M. Johnson, Etta Day,
W. A. Williams, Tom Smith, Ed-

Businessmen Decide
1942 Flax Festival
Shall Be Held

MT. ANGEL — It was unani-
mously agreed by the members of
the Business men's club at thelr
meeting at the Mt. Angel hotel
Tuesday noon to hold the flax

The secretary of the festival
committee, Sylvester C. Schmidt,
read a report on the committee's
findings and Jim Fournier stated
the war department ordered that
crowds be kept down to 5000 peo-
ple. The committee was instructed
to write to the proper authorities
for confirmation of the order.

Dr. E. J. Corcoran introduced a
movement to have the names of
all in the service posted on
a billboard at some advantageous
place in downtown Mt .Angel. The
president appointed Dr. Corcoran,
Otto Oswald and Leonard Fisher
on a committee to investigate the
cost of such a board and find
where it could be placed.
Reporting for the sick commit-
tee, Otto Oswald stated that Mrs.
J. Penner was in the Silverton
hospital, getting along nicely, and
that Fred Schwab, sr., is confined
to his bed at his home.

Peter Gores and Otto Oswald
are ticket sellers for the next
meeting Tuesday, March 24.

Two Firemen

Are Added

TURNER—ALt the regular meet-
ing of the volunteer fire cepart-
ment held in the fire station with
Chief Archie Rankin, presiding,
two new firemen were taken in
as active members, Homer Hag-
gard and Vernon Van Osdol. The
old hose was laid on the trailer,
transferring from the reels. The
trailer was recently donated to
the department by Chief Rankin.
Later the firemen were served
lunch in the new recreation room.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Williams
have left by motor for Kitsin
Springs to be gone several
months, in hopes the change will
be- beneficial to Mr. Williams’
health. Mrs. Williams recently re-
signed as grade scheool principal
and upper grades teacher in the
Turner school after eight years
service, and Mrs. Ruth Riches was
hired to complete the school term.

Darryl Lee, young son of Mr.
and Mrs. Norman Whitehead, is
ill this week at the home of his
parents. His grandmother, Mrs.
J. E. Whitehead, jr., has been
helping care for him.

Nutrition Discussed

MONMOUTH — A series of lec-
tures on nutrition is being held
at the local high school on Thurs-
day afternoons and Monday nights
in connection with statewide ci-
vilian defense measures. Gretch-
en Streichert, instructor in do-
mestic science and arts here, pre-
sented the opening talks to a
group of 16 women who have en-
rolled for this sort of defense
work.

CAMP DAVIS, NC, March 12
—(#)~ A sergeant here carried out
instructions to the letter. Told to
permit no one near a string of
railway cars, he halted and chal-
lenged an engine, much to the
consternation of the engineer.

festival this year despite the war.|

parents, Mr,

took off and landed at a friend-
ly airport.

SCIO — Pvt. Lowell Yeager,
Pendleton air base, was on fur-
lough this week at the Scio home
of his mother, Mrs. Dollie Yeager.
His brother, Jack, is at sea aboard
a US navy vessel.

SCIO — Mrs. Vannie Shores
and daughter, Mrs. Max Wesely,
visited their son and brother,
Sgt. Leonard Ira, at Fort Lewis,
Wash. Another son, Ed Ira, is a

sergeant at a Minnesota fort.

SCIO — Eugene Boucher, Scio
February selectee, is in army
training at a Maryland camp.

SCIO0O — Willie Dobrkovsky,
aboard the cruiser USS Memphis
somewhere in the war 2zone,
writes to his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Dobrkovsky, here, thanking
them for home-town publications.

Candidates for marine corps of-
ficers’ school will be selected at
Willamette university by Lieut.
Maurice J. Kelly, March 19, 20,
21. In his traveling board will be
a medical officer, pharamacist
mate and first sergeant to con-
duct the physical examinations.
Prof. Lestle Sparks of Willamette
is the university representative.

Undergraduates attending any
college or university in-the state
are eligible to make application.
Age limit requires applicants to
be under 25 when commissioned.
Seniors accepted will be sent to
Quantico, Va., for six months of
training upon completion of this
school year. Juniors, sophomores
and "freshmen will be called for
training upon receiving their col-
lege degrees. All will be deferred
from selective service upon ac-
ceptance by the marine corps.

Word has been received by The
Statesman that Staff Sgt. Pete
H. Geiser is on his way back to
Fort Stevens from his three-
month training period in _Fort
Monroe, Va. Sgt. Geiser is driv-
ing his car through Washington,
DC, NYC, and then straight across

the northern states. He will ar-
rive in Salem Sunday. Sgt. Bob
Brady, who began his training
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E Evenson of Woodburn
P S Mrs, Evenson’s mother,
: N. F. West was introduced as
Woodburn Committees |2 new member. Mrs. George | McGrath and Mrs. Roy Kuns;
To Direct Work Timm won the vase of the month | housing and property—Mrs, H,
with the best arrangement of | Haroldson, Mrs. Frank Covey,
Of Displays . ‘| flowering shrubs and plants. Mrs. | Mrs. H. Jones, James Livesay and
WOODBURN~—The Woodburn|Is C. Austin will act as flower George Jones.
ght | chairman for the month. Shrub' and plant sale—Miss
Prns were et o e M M X P
spring flower show, although 10 | Doud; hospitality—Mrs. Walter
definite date was set due to the | Miller; cleanup—J. J.

|SKIN SUFFERERS

Oak. Address P. Box
» Calif, —{Adv,
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SAVE YOU MONEY

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY CHEERFULLY REFUNDED!
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Garden Weeders
. and Trowels, ea.

Mixed Lawn
SEED, % Ib.

15c¢
15c¢c
19¢c
39¢
“Greenel” Liquid

FUNGICIDE  39C

SPRAY 35¢

Special! Gladiolus
BULBS, 1 deaz.

5-Lb. Bex
FERTILIZER

‘DEsTROYER 30C,

Enlist in the HOME GARDen . . . Every man, woman and
child can help build a stronger America—a stronger communi-
'{y—a stronger family. Just try
min-rich foodg_. Shop Metropolitan today for “Better Values.”

growing a garden full of vita-

Vegetable

Flower and

Garden
Seeds

Special!

10c

Rubberized Garden
GLOVES, pair

49c¢

B N

“Orthe” Rose
SPRAY KIT

1.00

Bug-geta Blug &
SNAIL BAIT

25c¢

' “Radisgnt”

Plant-chem
SALTS

25¢

Children’s,
Misses’ and

=5 19°

Women's

Make an early selec-
tion this year and en-
joy the finest.

of Celanese Rayon

Non-run rayon

satin stripes. Popular

tailored style.

with

39c

The adjustable elastic front means per-

fect fit. Completely
lined. Tea rose.

Tea rose rayon taf-
feta. Tailored with
four gores for sleek
and perfect {fit.

Strong seams!

98¢

35¢
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