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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, President

Member of The Associated Press

The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all
mews dispetiches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper. '

Soon, the Offensive

Soon, we and not our enemies, will have the
offensive.—President Roosevelt.

From the manner in which President Roose-
welt constructed his Monday night radio report
to the nation, one might judge that a consider-
able body of Americans has advocated a purely
defensive role for the nation’s armed forces;
has suggested that our growing army be kept
on this mainland, that our navy return from
distant waters and devote its efforts to pa-
trolling the two coast lines, that the air force
be based a short distance inland, all to the end
that no successful landings be made on our
ghores, that no enemy bombers loose explosive
death upon our cities.

If it were true that such sentiment had wide-
spread support ampng loyal Americans, cer-
tainly we here in one of the most exposed
sections of North America, where the enemy

» Is most likely to strike if he strikes this main-
land at all, would be hearing it. We have not
heard it.

Send help to MacArthur. Attack Japan. Those
are the demands—voiced in the full knowledge
that their fulfillment means less security from
enemy attack than might otherwise be possi-
ble. If that is the sentiment here it must be
the sentiment in less exposed areas.

Possibly there is contrary sentiment in Wash-
ington, DC. Possibly some small-minded poli-
ticians are so blind, or think the American
people so blind, as not to realize that unless we
take the offensive and defeat the enemy where
he is, we will be defeated without striking a
blow.

But more likely the president, while answer--

ing a very small minority holding such idiotic
views or advancing them at the behest of the
enemy, really was just approaching his sub-
ject, adept orator that he is, on the surest possi-
ble ground. Surely he knows that in the
matter of need for offensive warfare, nearly
all Americans agree with him.

There were words of good cheer in the presi-
dent’s report. Perhaps too many words of good
cheer—reassurances calculated to revive the
complacency of which Mr. Roosevelt himself
has complained. There was also the warning
that the war could be lost, that the American
superiority in production upon which we have
counted, will not exist until diligence brings
it into existence. There was a plain statement
that work stoppage would not be tolerated,
nor the effort of any group to gain advantage
for itzelf due to the nation’s extremity. These
were welcome words but we fear they were
not pounded home with the desirable emphasis;
that they were rather buried amidst the words
of reassurance.

Still, it was a good report. Its frankness, its
matter-of-fact account of losses and handicaps
together with the promise that they would be
overcome, certainly offered no comfort to the
listening enemy.

#Soon, we . . . will have the offensive.”
¥hat was the highlight. Just how soon, the
president did not say. In our impatience, we
are prone to forget that we have been in the
war less than three months, that we knew
from the start the enemy would have the ad-
vantage in his chosen combat areas. It is rather
amazing, come to think about it, that Mac-
Arthur has been able to hold out so long, that
already on no less than three occasions we
have been able w0 take the offensive in naval
eombat, and that to date in no engagement in-
volving principally on the one side American
forces, have those forces suffered actual de-
feat!

Looking at that record, we have reason to

hope that what the president foretells, actually
will come to pass “soon.” ’

Property Tax Calendar

It does not imply too lofty an estimate of
newspaper editors'sacumen, we trust, to ob-
serve that when several members of the craft
are confused as to the facts of an issue, there
probably are some other citizens in the same
boat. More than one Willamette valley editor
betrayed in comment this past week, a mis-
conception of the new property tax payment
schedule instituted by the 1941 legislature. Un-
Jess these editors are of that superlative de-
gree of blindness “that will not see,” a review
of the facts may be in order even though, early
iIn the week, The Statesman's news columns
garried a clear exposition thereof.

Heretofore state, city and county property
faxes have been levied on the basis of a calen-

- dar year budget. Taxes for the support of these

governmental units for the year 1940, January
through June, were payable in four quarterly
installments March 15, June 15, September 15
and December 15.

Under the new schedule taxes to support
these same units are to be levied for a fiscal year

" extending from July 1, 1942 to June 30, 1943,

They are payable November 15, February 15,

" May 15 and August 15.

- School districts om the contrary with few

A

for the change-over period may be, and

expected to be paid in these percentages of a
full year's taxes:

Crry Cousry Scmoot
March 15, 42 .....oeeeeeee.. 25 25 50
June 15 25 25 50
November 15 ... iiiae: A 25 25
February 15, "43 coeeeeee. 25 25 25
May 15 25 25 25
August 18 .. 2§ 23 25

It should be understood that in no sense does
the new schedule levy “more taxes’ than the old
one. In the case of the school district, it merely
provides for their earlier collections, with a re-
sultant saving to some districts in warrant in-
terest.

The federal bureau of investigation is patted
on the back, in one of the canned editorials
appearing in several Oregon papers, for its
refusal to employ Laura Ingalls for counter-
espionage work which she proposed. The edi-
torial says “faith in the organization (FBI)
begins to be restored” when this smart decision
is revealed. No question about it being the
correct decision, but if it was the smartest
move the FBI ever made, federal law enforce-
ment must be in a bad way. Certainly in this
instance it is being damned by faint praise.

“Phelps Phelps enters army, pay is problem,”
says a headline in a New York paper. It seems
the pay problem has to do with the fact that
Phelps is a state senator and may possibly draw
his salary as such as well as his army pay.
Before reading on, we had thought the prob-
lem might be whether to list him as “Phelps
Phelps” on the army payroll, or as “Phelps,
Phelps.”

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Ine.
duction in whole or In part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23—The Chinese were not
born yesterday. They have been burning up the
Burma road the last two weeks with doubled traf-
fic to sneak all their lease-lend goods off the

—— - wharves at Rangoon, and move
B« these up behind Lashio, beyond
reach of the oncoming Japs.

They did not have enough
trucks to bring all the material
up as far as Chungking in time,
s0 they rallied every facility at
the Burma end of the road and
ran the goods up to caches in
the mountains of their Yunnan
province. The wharves are
fairly well cleaned up now.

Loss of the Burma road will
therefore not be immediately
disastrous to the Chinese
cause. It will not force Chiang
Kai-Shek into a separate peace.

Even the long range effects are problematical,
Most of the lease-lend goods going up the Burma
road have been small arms, ammunition, tools, parts
and such material as could be carried in trucks.
Planes may still be flown in from India, via other
routes.

Paul Malion

Somehow the impression is getting around that
Darwin is a naval base, “a little Singapore.” If it
is, it is one without facilities, supplies, docks of any
consequence, warehouses, repair stations, oil stor-
age and railroads and therefore the emptiest Singa-
pore and the cheapest that was ever built. Ordinar-
ily a good harbor, without facilities, is called an
anchorage.

It is possible the United Natfons have been try-
ing to build up an air base there. Airplane facili-
ties can be installed much more rapidly. Gas stor-
dge facilities and plane repair shops may have
been set, up there. But its only land connection
with the populated section of Australia is a motor

road back through the wilds to Brisbane.

It is bad enough for us to be losing really im-
portant positions in the Far East.

to start losing imaginary ones.

This is no time

Unmistakable signs are accumulating to indicate
the Japs are preparing a spring attack on Stalin's
back-door in Siberia.

Men and material seem headed for the Amur
river front for what would be an obvious and
simple drive to isolate Vladivostok. Pushing on
from the Manchurian border down to the sea, the
Japs could cut Stalin's communications with his
Pacific stronghold. Vladivostok itself then might
be attacked from the sea and pinched out.

No one ever knows what the Russians have any-
where. Their official grapevine reports that they
have kept 500,000 troops on the line to match an
equal number of Japanese. Authorities here can

But whether you will get your 99 pounds this
year is a question. Much depends on your neigh-
bor. While stocks are almost adequate, hoarding
continues. Rationing i¢ inevitable, solely because
of demand and not because of inadequate supply.

Dispatch of an American representative to the
remotest corner of the world, Afghanistan (between
India, Iran and Siberia) has been announced with-
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Calling all our 2-24-42

congressmen for work

on a proper, fair flax "

tariff to protect Oregon:
%%

(Continuing from Sunday:)
Still copying from the 1933 ser-
ies: “However, warm water ret-
ting, as we have it, cuts down
the time (of scutching flax
straw) from two or three weeks
to about four days. This is a big
advantage, a great economy in
cost of equipment and opera-
tion.

“But there is no substitute,
yet, for drying the retted straw
in the sun. This is not saying
there may not be. Sunshine is
required, so far, for retaining
the resiliency, and spinability,
of the fiber—what men in the
industry call the ‘life.” Dried ar-
tificially, the fiber is brash, un-
suitable for manufacturing the
finer fabrics.

e

“This series might be indef-
initely extended, with items
that should and will be of in-
creasing interest in this flax and
linen center. Belfast has an in-
stitute (an education institution)

devoted to the study of the flax

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

Porch baskets hanging around
since autumn and looking rather
droopy now that we are having
occasional sunny days can be
made beautiful for the next few
months if filled with licorice
ferns.

These can be planted so that
they come out at all sides of the
basket and grow in similar form
to their native haunts. The in-
terior soil of the basket should
be chiefly leafmold, if that is
obtainable.

Such baskets will look well
until early May when the porch
basket plants are actually plant-
ed out. If the baskets are not
hanging where they obtain nat-
ural moisture, give them a quart
of water twice a week. The bas-
kets, if they are wire, do best
when lined with heavy moss.

L. B. reports an axalea she
has been given seems to be “sick
looking.” The leaves turn sort of

heavy frost, set it mear an open
window—not in a window where
a strong wind will blow, how-
ever. Give it plenty of water.
Sprinkle the leaves occasionally.
Keep some water near it, Aza-
leas will not thrive in too dry
and hot an atmosphere,

and linen iIndustries, with a
large student body. Salem will
one day have such a school.

“As compared with other in-
dustries, workers with flax fiber
receive a good average of wages.
In~the higher departments, they
get large salaries. The Barbours,
for generations engaged in the
industry, make up one of the
wealthiest families in the world.
They control our Miles linen
mill in Salem, making thread
and twine, and fish nets from
the twine.

= %%

“The higher reaches of the in-
dustry, fashioning laces and wall
coverings, etc., run into values
that are fabulous. Again, why
not double the population of Sa-
lem in five years or less?”

So ends the 1933 series. Since
that time there has been a good
deal of progress in the flax in-
dustry throughout the Salem
district and the Willamette wval-
ley generally, and in the world
of invention; though we are so
far doing very little spinning of
linens and are still looking to
the future on linen mesh and
100 and more specialties.

T % %

But we have been making and
are making some progress, with
prospects for much more; in new
scutching plants, a good deal of
progress,. with prospects for
more.

The original flax pulling ma-
chine, invented or part of it in-
vented by a Canadian preacher,
is called the Vessot machine.
Three patents were taken out in
Canada and the United States
on this machine, and its im-
provements. But they have all
run out in point of time, and the
way is clear for other improve-
ments; and they have been and
are being made—so that a much
better machine will no doubt de-
velop, at a fourth to a tenth
of the price of the original one.

= S %W

Jonas J. Byberg & Co. of Sil-
verton have been making a flax
pulling machine that is held by
its users to be better than the
original Vessot machine. The
original Jonas J. Byberg is an
inventive genius, since youth a
resident of Silverton, and will
no doubt be heard from further
in the field of invention.

P. A. Bernard of St. Paul,
Oregon, is a genius of similar
mold, and he has made a flax
pulling machine, too, which has
points of excellence, and he may
add more. Also W. R. Hurst of

Oregon City, Oregon.
As said in the hereinbefore
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scutching machines for separ-
ating the fiber from the retted
flax. The state flax plant, which
has been using some of the old-
er style scutching machines,
that were miles ahead of the
best in existence a few years
ago, is having four scutching
machines rebuilt into the lat-
est improved Van Hauwaert flax
scutching machines, which will
put the state flax plant away
ahead of where it has been
heretofore, in turning out a fine
quality of flax yarn, and doing
it expeditiously.

Van Hauwaert was a Belgian,
but the Germans, who do not
want any one imn a conquered
country who has brains above an
oyster to live there, made it too

hot for him to stay in Belgium.
He managed to get to eastern

Canada, and is now in Peru, and
is no doubt making more im-
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live and get every little ounce of
pleasure from life while we
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“No; Wendy.” He held her at
arm’s length while they talked,
and looked deep into her brown
eyes. He was intensely serious.
“I couldn’t now, not while I'm
in the air. It's—well, I don't
want to exaggerate, or give you
the idea that I'm courageous—
but it is dangerous work that I
have ahead of me, and I don’t
think it's exactly fair to leave
you a widow. I want to be sure
that T have a chance of living
first. I want to know that I can
be with you and make you hap-
py. Don’t you see, my sweet?”

She didn't see, and ftried to
argue, but in a very shart time
she knew that this was useless.
At all events she was intelligent
enough to hide the fact that she
was hurt. She would keep their
friendship, their love on a happy
basis. They would continue to
be gay companions for the mo-
ment. Perhaps later she would
be able to change his point of
view.

provements in flax harvesting
and treating machines.
L% %

A bunch of enthusiasts at Eu-
gene, Oregon, are working on a
scheme for the artificial drying
of flax fiber, different from dry-
ing in the sunshine, which has
been going on since before Noah
landed on Ararat. The Eugene-
ites may “have something
there.” They surely have, if they
are .on the right track in that
field.

New flax scutching plants aré
springing up all over western
Oregon and Washington, or are
being proposed. Included among
the latest on the ‘prospective
list is Monroe, Washingion.

= % %

This brings us back to where
this series started, as indicated
by the headlines.

Our flax industry must have
tariff protection.

(Concluded tomorrow.)

The doctor declared that the
wound in David’s shoulder was
healed, his health excellent and
dismissed him from the hospit-
al on the same day that Wendy
was to return to her ambulance
section at Watford. They arran-
ged to travel together and Wen-
dyuidthl_t,ﬂhnwwldm
with her to Watford, she was
sure that Miss Gill would let her
take him to St. Albans in an am-

bulance. He laughingly replied
that he didn’t care much about
riding in ambulances, but ac-
cepted. He had told her where

the Hornets were stationed,
knowing that the secret was
safe with her. “Besides,” she
said, when suggesting that she
take him to the squadron, “I can
see Phil.”

They were to catich an early
afternoon train, and David said
that he would be delighted to
lunch at The Downs when Lady
Harrowsdale extended the invi-
tation at Wendy’s suggestion.
Wendy wanted her father to
know David and, above all, to
like him. This would make the
way smoother for her David
when the time finally came for
him to ask the older man’s con-
sent.

Wendy did not know that Lord
Harrowsdale was already aware
of the love that existed between
David and herself; she was sur=-
prised at her father’s distinclly
hostile and aloof attitude during
the meal. He was courteous to
the guest, he could be nothing
else according to his stiff code
of an English gentleman’s duty
in his own home, but he did not
warm up or show the least sign
of friendliness. This was partic-
ularly unnatural, Wendy
thought, because she was well
aware of her father's love for
soldiers and his unbounded ad-
miration for heroes. And David
was both.

Could it be because Liesuten-
ant Hutchinson was an Ameri-
can? She did not think this pos-
sible. On the contrary, this made
him a double hero, as he was a
volunteer, fighting for a cause
that was not even his own, risk-
ing his life for England. It is
easy, she thought, to defend
yourself—anyone would do it—
but to fight the other man’s bat-
tle is hervic, and Wendy found
herself growing more and more
angry with her father as the lun-
cheon progressed.

Lady Harrowsdale’s tact was
perfect, and she was successful
in keeping up a brisk conversa=-
tion with David. She did not
share her husband's idea that
only Englishmen were fit hus-
bands for English women. She
believed in love first and, in
spite of her capable, business-
like ways, she was a romantic.

Radio Programs

EKSLM—TUESDAY 139 Kc.

6:30—Rise "N’ Shine.
7:00—News Ig Brief.
T7:05—Rise ‘N Shine,
T7:30—News.

7:45—Sunrise Salute.
8:00—Musical Horoscope.
8:30—News Brevities
B8:35—Momning Pick Up.
9:00—Pastor’s Call.
9:15—Just Quote Me.
9:45—Sunset Trio.
10:00—World in Review.
10:05—Lew White, organist.
10:30—Women in the News.
10:35—Castles in the Air.
11:00—Tone Poems (violin).
11:30—Willamette University Chapel.
11:45—Lum & Abner.
12:00—Ivan Ditmars.
12:15—Noontime News.
12:30—Hillbilly Serenade.
12:35—Willamette Valley Opinions.
12:55—Gypsy Trio.
1:15—Milady's Melody.
1:30—Isle of Paradise.
1:45—Sing Song Time.
2:00—Westernairres.
2:15—S8alem_ Art Center.
2:30—Gleb Yellin.
2:45—Fats Waller.
3:00—0ld Opera House.

4:15—News Round-up.

11:30—They too Liked Musie.
11:30—Last mu. L N‘m

: Bainea.
:M—Vﬁ of Broadway.
::1!—!‘ h_n.

3 of Alr.

These schedules are lIx:ll.l by
the respective stations. y varia-
tions noted by listeners are due to
changes made by the stations with-
out notice to this mewspaper.

All radio stations may be cut from
the air at time in the Interests
of national defense.

10:00—Five Star Final
10:15—War Time Women.
10:35—Air-Flo.
10:45—Defense Today.
11:00—Martin & Yeo.
11:20—Manny Strand Orch.
11:55—News, s g

KEX—NBC—TUESDAY—11% EKe
6:00—Sunrise Serenade.
f:15—National Farm & Home.
6:45—Western Agriculture.
7:00—Clark Dennis.
7:15—Breakfast Club.

8:00—0id Refrains
8:20—Stringtime,
B8:30—Prescott Presents.
B:45—Keep Fit Club,
9:00—Breakfast club
9:15—Jimmy Blair.
9:30—Helen Hiett.

10:45—Charmingly We Live

11:15—Geographical Travelogue

11:30—Stars ot Today

11:45—Keep Fit Clud With Patty Jean
of Divorce.

3:00—Between the
3:15—News.

3:30—Ted Steele
3:45—Personality Hour
4:30—Charles Dant's Musie.

6:00—Burns and Allen
6:30—Fibber McGee and Molly,
7:00—Bob Hope.

T:30—Red Skelton & Co.
8:00—Fred Waring in Pleasure Time
8:15—Lum and Abner.

8: ohnny Presents,
9:00—Adventures of Thin Man
9:30—Battle of the Sexes
10:00—News Flashes.

10:15—Your Home Town News.
10:30—Moonlight Sonata
11:00—Hotel Sir Francis Drake Orch.
11 :30—News . s -
EALE—MBS—TUESDAY—113 Ks
6:30—Memory Timekeeper.

7 D0—News.

7:15—Memory Timekeeper,
8:00—Breakfast Tlub.

8:30—News.

8:45—As the Twig Is Bent
9:00—John B. Hughes
§:15—Woman's Side of the News.
9:30—This and That

10:00—News.

10:15—Helen Holden,

10:30—Front e Farrell
& Hot.

S:45—Jack
:m—vm-h Song.
: t Bands.




