. Now for the “American observer.”
- he will not have to wait another 35 years.
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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First-Statesman, March 28, 1851
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Jobless Fund “Grab”
That the world is going to pot, has been the

firm belief of persons predisposed so to believe
in all times and under all conditions. Right now,

perhaps there is more evidence to support that

' proposition than at any time in the last cen-

tury—and still we don’t believe it. Yet we'll
grant ‘that real, substantial causes for worry
are so plentiful just now that no one needs to
go around manufacturing ghost worries:

Some Oregonians have been perturbed re-
cently over the bill which made its appearance
in the lower house of congress, the effect of
which would be to federalize, in a measure, the
unemployment compensation funds which be-
long to the states.

To avoid any misunderstanding, we had
better say before going any further that this
was a vicious measure. But you will note that
we use the past tense. The bill has been with-
drawn. It has been replaced by one which ap-
‘pears to be decidedly less objectionable; one
which plainly states, at any rate, that it is not
intended in any sense to federalize the unem-
ployment compensation systems of the various
states, nor their funds.

The most up-to-date information is how-

: ever that even this bill will get nowhere. Of the

original bill, we had been advised that even if
it passed in the house it would have been buried
in senate committee. Of course despite these
assurances, like Pearl Harbor and the self-pen-
sioning act which got through congress without
even the members knowing it—if you believe
them now—*it can happen here.” Continued
alertness is recommended. Alertness of state of-
ficials, for that matter, heretofore translated
into action, may be the only reason this bill is
not a real peril even now.

Though discussion in the past tense robs
the subject of some of its pertinency, it may"
still be worthwhile to explain with a degree
of preciseness the nature of this infiltrating at-
tack. The proposal was not, as some may have
inferred from the tone of objections raised, that
of taking over the unemployment compensation
business in one sweep as was done with its
first cousin, the employment service.

Instead it came up under the guise of re-
lief for persons unemployed due to the indus-
trial dislocations of the war effort—‘priorities
unemployment” and temporary idleness due to
plant change-over for war production. Liberal-
izing benefits for such persons was the osten-
sible purpose and to some extent this was to
be accomplished through the use of federal
funds appropriated for the purpose. But the
measure included some provisions which would
have authorized interference in the disbursal
of state benefits; as for example, the right of
appeal from the state authorities to the federal
social security board, on such issues as eligi-
bility for benefits, or their amount.

That is a sample of the camel’'s efforts to
get his nose into the tent. It is quite probable
as some newspapers have charged, that the bill
was inspired by new dealers who have no pa-
tience with states’ rights and who want to melt
the three billion dollars which the states now
have on deposit in this fund, temporarily into
the war kettle and later when it is recreated,
administer it as a federal fund and a unified
federal program.

As for merely getting this fund into federal
hands, that is not a factor for Uncle Sam has
always been its custodian, and never fear, the
fund doesn't exist in actuality but only as an

_TOU, having heretofore been borrowed and

spent for this and that. All this was mandatory
under the original social security law.

The real objection to federalization is the
non-predictability, heretofore thoroughly dem-
onstrated, of federal administration in such
matters. Since employed persons began paying
fractions of their wages into a fund for old-age
retirement, the government has already once
broken faith by changing the terms of repay-
ment, to the advantage of older workers and the
disadvantage of younger ones. State govern-
ments too might break faith, but with less im-
punity. State governments are close enough to
the people that retribution is more certain. The
futility of protesting federal government's
foibles, we have seen demonstrated these nine
years.

Pro"g]hesy

ar with Japan is inevitable,” a Californian
has reported to the White House. As to the
ultimate end of the war ., . . an American ob-
server for five months in Manchuria writes
from Manila: “I hope we will get at it soon.
Japan will undoubtedly make a good showing
at the start, but the end will be a great dis-
aster for her.”

Those sound like last year's predictions,

- Actually they were made in February, 1907,

and we extract them from the “35 years ago”
column of the Bend Bulletin. Anyway the
Californian was right though he had a long
while to wait before his predictions came true.

We trust

fellows who said our navy would wipe the
off the face of the earth in two weeks

already in the doghouse though Pearl Har-

bor gave them an alibi.

]

Worth It

The mathematics are a bit out of our reach
but the reliable Associated Press asserts that
the war effort to date since Pearl Harbor has
cost—in sums appropriated, not all yet actually
spent—each individual in the United States
$369. Appropriations voted by the house on
Tuesday add about $246 more, making the to-
tal $615.

Well, who wouldn't be glad to pay off a debt
like that in installment—rather than accept
the alternative, the thing that would happen if
we hadn’t made the effort?

To some extent—indeed to a great extent
since purchases have already gone well over
the billion dollar figure—we can “pay as we
go" by buying defense bonds and stamps.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17.—Answers of the av-
erage citizen to government officials who have
called him apathetic continue coming to this desk

in unprecedented volume sug-
gesting all is not straightened
out yet.

Promised clean-up of civil-
ian defense and repeal of con-
gressional pensions will do much
toward reesiablishing thai{ mu-
tual confidence between citizen
and government which is essen-
N tial to success in our war effort,

i but according to my mail it
leaves the chief popular plaint
untouched.

The main demand is that the
taxpayers and bond buyers,
straining to give every possible
cent to the war effort, receive some convincing as-
surances their money is being wisely and econom-
ically spent.

This should be easier to meet than the other
two. Mr. Roosevelt could appoint some economy-
minded authority whose name would inspire con-
fidence (such a man, say, as Senator Byrd) and
let him chase and eradicate waste. Or perhaps the
job could be done by the Truman committee, which
is now trailing the same subject, but foo far be-
hind. '

A second step toward inspiring the men in the
street, factory and barnyard might well be the
search hereafter by Mr. Roosevelt for appointees
not identified with his old new deal socializing
groups.

It is a surprising fact that only one of my
growing list of complainants is dissatisfied with
production. Public dissatisfaction on this score
seems relaxed since the reorganization of OPM
and the designation of Donald Nelson to do the
job, although this was the sorest spot until the
change was made.

But a number of people apparently still be-
lieve the greater half of the war effort is in the
hands of familiar reform faces like those of Hen-
derson, Landis, MacLeish, Hopkins.

Columning is a two-day reporting duty. Hav-
ing reported what the government officials fear
concerning public apathy, I believe it is my duty to
continue reporting the responses of the people
who continue writing me in grealer earnestness
and volume than upom any subject in my previous
12 years of columning.

Only along this line can democracy function
efficiently, drawing out into the open every well
founded grievance, laying all dark suspicions out

Paul Mallon

. on the table for debate and classification. Only

thus can harmful atmospheres be cleared.

In furtherance of that duty, here are excerpts
from the last tabulated batches of mail (supple-
menting those reported in the column published
February 18):-

“Cut out hundreds of new deal bureaus, and put
the bureaucrats to work in industry or in the
armed forces” . .. “Outlaw labor politics” . . . “We
need less propaganda, fewer publicity schemes to
build morale and less extravagance in govern-
ment.” . . “We don't need bands and minute
speakers. What we want is sincerity and the ab-
sence of deceptions” . . . “Let our officials try to
give us wise, efficient leadership and see how our
apathy disappears” . . . . “Our boys have been
taken away, but welders and men essential to the
war effort are allowed to strike at will and slow
up production. They should be put under the same
discipline as soldiers” . . .

“Every newspaper is to blame for the attitude
each and every one of us has toward the war. Let's
hear the bad news. Don’t stress just the good.” . ..
“There isn't anything about the people’s morale
that calls for their being treated like a nation of
sub-normal juveniles.” . . . . “It is possible that
the American people have been under the im-
pression that part of this tax that we pay was
being used for our protection” . . .

“Imagine the sale of war material to a po-
tential enemy six months before they declare war
on us” . . . “Not enough letters in the alphabet
now for identification of boards in Washington™
. .. “L¢t the politicians show their willingness to
sacrifice’ . . .,

“It seems the word ‘alert’ and ‘careful’ are
not to be found in the lexicon of our navy” ... “The
man next door gets relief, why should not I” (ap-
parently serious) . .. “Labor has been petted and
. “A housecleaning in the
- - - - “The Japanese
have not been removed from areas on the Pacific
coast where they .endanger the safety of the coun-
ry” ... ;

“Farmers are worried about where they are

MacArthur get reinforcéments?” . . . “Could we,
via the Aleutians, slam into one of the islands just

¢ lr
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“Millions for Pensions, but Not One Cent for Donald Duck!”

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Calling all our 2-18-42
congressmen for work
on a proper, fair flax

tariff to protect Oregon:
T

(Continuing from yesterday:)
A series in this column, running
from November 18 to 23, 1933,
inclusive, was headed: “Double
Salem’s Population Within Five
Years or Less.” The series start-
ed with the stalement: “There is
a way to double the population
of Salem within five years or
less. And this would more than
double the actual worth of prop-
erty within the city limits and
the metropolitan district, includ-
ing the suburbs that ought to be
under the municipal government.
And it would more than double
the actual worth of farming
lands in the trade territory of the
capital city and put all the sur-
rounding small cities, towns and
villages back on the map. It
would make Salem the most
outstandingly prosperous and
solidly growing city of its class
in the United States.

“That way Is the development
of the flax and linen industries;
putting them on the road toward
the greater destiny that is cer-
tain to come to them in due time.
Look over the picture to date.
Get it in the outline portrayed
in the paragraphs that follow:

T T

“Flax fiber was grown in the
Willamette valley, Oregon, as
early as 1857, in the Keil colony
at Aurora, 25 miles north of Sa-
lem, and it was retted, scutched,
spun into yarn and woven into
cloth there. Samples of the cloth
are in use to this day. In 18786,
at the Centennial fair at Phila-
delphia, flax fiber (produced in
Parrish Gap near Jefferson some
15 miles south of Salem) was ex-
hibited in competition with all
the world — and was awarded
first place on every one of the
nine points considered by the
judges, who did not know the
country or section of origin of
any samples in the showing.
There have been many experi-
ments in the industry here, all
successful, as regards the grow-
ing of a superior quality of flax
fiber. -

“The state of Oregon has had
a flax industry at its peniten-
tiary since 1815, and flax has
been grown to supply it each
year up to date, in the counties
¢’ the central Willamette valley,
mostly within hauling distance

carried nn as well as in any sec-

tion of the world; perhaps with
greater knowledge of the proper
requirements than, on the aver-
age, can be found elsewhere;
anywhere. |

= %

“The Oregon legislature at the
session of 1923 set aside a re-
volving fund of more than $100,-
000 for its state flax industry. In
1924 the first flax pulling ma-
chine was bought for this indus-
try. By purchase and manufac-
ture the fleet of state machines
was increased to around 50, and
the cost per machine more than
cut in two. Machines are built in
the prison's own shops, and it is
likely that the cost may be cut
in two again.

“The state developed at its
plant the largest battery in the
world of scutching machines, and
the best. Later it acquired, by
purchase and by manufacture in
its own shops, newly invented
scutching machines that reduced
the cost of scutiching from six
cents to less than one cent a

pound.
RS

“It employs warm water ret-
ting, discovered by the English
during the World War (One),
vastly shortening and cheapen-
ing this process. Within the 18
years since 1915, modern inven-
tion has made it possible to turn
out flax fiber at a profit in the
Willamette wvalley at prices as
low as the average for cotton fi-

Today’'s Garden

By LILLIE L MADSEN

Mrs. J. S. asks when to prune
her butterfly bush, also the lilac
and spirea. She also asks if the
spirea will do well on the south-
east side of the house.

Answer: The butterfly bush
should be pruned to the ground
this spring. The last of this
month will be about right. If the
plant lacks symetry during the
summer, you can pinch it back
{rom time to time. As soon as the
blooms wither, cut th>m off and
you will have another bloom.

She does not state what type
of spirea she has. If hers is a
spring blooming spirea the bloom
will be sacrificed if it is cut

. Wait until the plant is
through blooming. Most of the

blooms as soon as they are dead.
If the lilac is scraggy, it can be
headed back, but pruning now
will mean a sacrifice of bloom.

Your Federal Income Tax

DEDUCTION FOR
DEPRECIATION

The internal revenue code
provides for “a reasonable al-
lowance for
wear and tear of property used
in the trade or business, in-
cluding a reasonable allowance
for obsoléscence.” For conven-
ience’ such allowance
nmu-w«‘ﬂ
In claiming a deduction for
tal principles must be observed.
The deduction must be confined
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ber in the United States for the
years prior to 1929.

“Thus, with up to date ma-
chinery and practices in manu-
facturing, from the fiber stage,
linens may be put on the market
in the Willamette valley to sell
at as low prices as cottons in
the New England and southern
states, or very near thereto.
This means a possibility of linen
goods on an even keel with cot-
ton goods—with linens six to 12
times as valuable in wearability,

and 100 times, yes several hun-
dred times as valuabie in dura-
bility. Or almost on even keel.
“There is no boll weevil in
flax, no disease to hamper flax
growing in the Willamette valley
where rotation is employed. And,
here, flax is an excellent rotation
crop; that is, fiber flax. Flax is
a miracle growth. It produces the
strongest of all vegetable fibers.
In 70 to 90 days it develops a
fiber to stand in the sails of the
ships of the sea and the wings of
ships of the air against the hur-
ricane. And to outlast the mum-
mies of the pharaohs of Egypt in
point of time. Linen is found in
the tombs of the Valley of the
Kings with an intricacy of weave

The
Safety Valve

Letters from Statesman
Readers

BIRTH RECORDS

To the Editor:

Your editorial in today’s pa-
per, entitled: “Were You Ever
Born?” surely hit the spot!

Ever since Pearl Harbor I
have been trying to get my birth
certificate so that 1 could an-
swer the call for skilled labor in
the defense program.

Therefore, I heartily endorse
your editorial. Keep the good
work going! Perhaps you can
prod the state board of heaith
into action!

HARRY J. AEBI,
Dallas, Ore.
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equal in fineness too;:ebutc::r
grown, even as g as "
trai's highest quality, almost
within eyeshot of the plants for
its manufacture—for making it
into more than 100 commercial
articles for which it is the raw
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imbecile. You simply didn't

have high explosive bombs

dropping all around you and

it if you were at all normal.
(To Be Continued)
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1:15—Milady’s Melody.
1:30—Iisle of Paradise.

8-00—Tonight's Headlines.
6:15—News Analysis.
20—S

10:45—Sunset Trio.
11:00—They Too Liked Musie.
11:30—Last :lunz:te‘ !G.ewl.

EOIN—CBS—WEDNESDAY 970 Ke.
8:00—Northwest Farm Reporter.
6:15—Breakfast Bulletin
6:20—HKoin Klock

7:15—Headliners,

7:30—Bob Garred Reporting.
7:45—Nelson Pringle, News.
8:00—Treat Time.

8:15—Consumer News.

B:30—Be Crocker.

8:45—S America Loves.
9:00—Kate Smith Speaks

9:15—Big Sister.
9:30—Romance of Helen Trent
unday.

113 t Horizon.
11:15—Aunt Jemg.
}}‘u_nuhﬁropnk’ J
. te
12:00—Man I

7:15—Great n'l‘m“'u in Music ‘
- omen -
7:45—News.

8:00—Amos n° Andy.

S Dr Chritiaa.
2:30—Dr.
8:55—News.
9:00—Fred Allen.
e gy
10 War o
10 Time.

2 Flo.,
11:00—Lud Gluskin,

;

NESDAY—1330 Ke
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2:00—The Quiet Hour.

230—A House in the Country.
2:45—Wayne Van Dine.
3:00—Between the Bookends

4:45-0
:ﬁns:ndvenhg: Stories
530 News.

T:00—American Melody Hour.

7:30—Modern Music Box.

7:40—Miracles of Faith
News

00—Quiz

8:30—Manhattan a' Midnight
9:00—Easy Aces.

9:15—Army Camp News

9:30—M t Sonata.
10 :00— Basin Chamber Music.
10:30— Bandw:

10:45—Sir Francis Drake Hotel
11:00—This Moving World.
11:15—Organ.

11:30—War News Round-Up.

EGW—-NBC—WEDNESDAY—20 Ke

l

1:15—Stella mhl

}'-'Il—lwaunmw.lu
Mi—Young Widder Brown.

2:00—When a Girl Marrtes.

2:15—Portia
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20—Farm Hour.
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