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*No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
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Were You Ever Born? Il Wind

To paraphrase the slogan of a certain re-
ligious sect, “Thousands now living were never
born.” Anyway, not legally.

In order to enlist in the armed services
or to work in war industries, perhaps even
for the less urgent purpose of obtaining an
amai eur radio license or qualifying for old age
assistance, they need birth certificates.

State board of health is on the griddle. In
most cases it hasn’'t the necessary proof; in
others it has the proof but is too busy to
supply it; in still others it is too busy to cer-
tify the proof dug up by the applicant.

Primary difficulty is that through lack of
foresight, the state of Oregon neglected until
about 1917 to provide for the registration of
births. Naturally even since then a few cler-
ical errors have occurred, so that births were
not recorded or erronecus data was included.
One applicant learned to his sorrow that he
had died at birth.

But the big headache is that men and
women desiring to do certain things are re-
quired to have birth certificates despite the fact
that the state made no provision for recording
their births. Added irritants are the state board
of health’s current inability to keep up with
- its paper work, and the excess of evidence it

requires. Marion county’'s clerk, Harlan Judd,
has pointed out a solution, citing an attorney
general's opinion that county courts may issue
such certificates—an opinion which appears
well based upon a law which is not too par-
ticularly vague or complicated.

Now the Marion county court is agreeable
to the issuance of such certificated on the basis"
of affirmation by two competent witnesses and
two pieces of documentary evidence such as a
family Bible entry and a newspaper item. One
would judge that to be sufficient evidence. For
that matter, the unsupported declaration of
two members of the family who are citizens,

_ would be conclusive if we were making the
rules.

After all, the fact that one is alive should
constitute sufficient evidence that sometime.
somewhere, one was born. The other questions
that arise are (1) birthplace and (2) present
age. Now the question of birthplace has a bear-
ing upon citizenship. But-it doesn’t have any
necessary bearing upon loyalty. Some native-
born citizens are disloyal. Many foreign-born
residents are supremely loyal. If naturalized
they are permitted to work in defense indus-
fry or to enlist in the armed forces. An equally
good risk, it seems to us, is any person who
claims to have been born in the United States,
who can prove that he has lived:here since
thildhood and is or has been recognized by
gitizen parents as their child. A sensible law
would presume such persons to be citizens and
place the burden of contrary proof upon gov-
ernment — especially since government is to

blame in most cases in which the proof is
lacking.

A taxicab driven by one Sam Lichtman
struck and injured a pedestrian. That
was bad, wasn't 117

The victim, known as Julio Lopez, seemed
to have no relatives. Police acting in line
routine duty looked through his effects,
presently turned them over to the
federal -agents attended the funeral, traced
identified the other persons who were there.
Not many days later there were raids and

Kirt and Frederick Ludwig, together with evi-
dence to convict. “Lopez” it turned out was
Ulrich von der Osten, an important cog in
the espionage machine,

It's an ill wind . ... and the arm of coin-
cidence is proverbially a long one,
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Forty Four or Fight

A simple exercise in mental arithmetic will
disclose that a male infant born in 1887 reached
age 21 in thé ‘year 1918. If that birthday oc-
curred before November it became the young
man's duty, if not already in one of the armed
services, to register for “the draft.”

On the other hand if that birthday oce-
curred subsequent to February 17, the middle-
aged man who was a young man in 1918 and
an infant in 1897 is now aware that it is his
duty this weekend to register for “selective
service” which means the same thing but has
a more pleasant sound. Thus for a small frac-
tion of those who do register, it will be the
second such experience. For a group, probably
larger, who were volunteers in '17 and '18 and
are yet within the registration age limit, it
will be the.first registration but the second ap-
proach to active participation in war.

As J. Whitcomb Riley’s Grandfather
Squeers said as he rounded his three score and
ten, they've “the hang of it now and can do
it again.”

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14 — There is nothing
phony about the rubber shortage (except the black
dealing in second hand tires). Frankly we have
about 600,000 tons of rubber
available., Used normally it
would last a year. Counting tire
gtocks it might last two years.
But the army and navy alone
would use it in that time. A
plane cannot get off the ground
without a rubber-tire.

By the first of the year we
will be producing at the rate of
150,000 tons of synthetic rubber
a year. In six months more we
will be getting 300,000 to 400,000
tons a year. Thus our crisis is
likely - to last until mid-1943.
(Commerce Secretary Jones has
put out conflicting figures, but the above represent
a more accurate consensus.)

Within 60 days, therefore, you are likely to
see extreme changes in the most vital element of
civilian life. It is possible long distance busses may
be stopped eventually and delivery trucks with-
drawn, to haul defense workers to and from work.
No civilian will be immune from the early effects.
In this phase, first and forcefully, is war likely
to impose itself upon the average man. Here the
first belt-tightening will be required.

Religious Revival

From small and narrow concerns of self,
family and neighborheod, there is compulsion
in times such as these turning men's thoughts
to larger affairs; national, international, uni-
versal. There is too an inescapable tendency
to think soberly and deeply, not flippantly and
shallowly.

That human society and the nations are
maladjusted is in wartime an inescapable

™ thought. And when men destroy one another
to such little apparent purpose there is bound
to arise a question as to the meaning and goal
of the universe and as to civilization’s progress
or lack of progress toward that goal.

Thus it is not only natural but inevitable
that in wartime there should be a revival of
religious thought; one might even say a re-
vival of better-directed religious thought, con-
cerned not sc much with personal salvation as
with all humanity's relation to the creator.

The interdenominational Christian mission
which is scheduled in Salem this week was
planned months ago when the *United States’
active involvement in war was not definitely
foreseen. Thus there is no planned relation-
ship between the occurrence of so uncommon
an event in this city, and the state of the
world's affairs. Yet the two do have a mutual
significance, Certainly no more propitious time
for such a gathering might have been selected.

In the course of some reading on the life
of Abraham Lincoln last week we came upon
some remarks of his in appreciation of the sup-
port accorded him by the churches—particu-
larly the evangelical churches. Lincoln him- _

~ self never affiliated with any church though . 3ssistant street lighters appointed to positions
. be attended regularly; and though he men-
| tioned that the Methodists had aided him more
. than any other group, he hastened to explain
- that this was not the fault of the others, but But to all such suggestins, the war department
- was primarily due to the Methodists’ greater has shaken its head negatively.
“numbers. One may fairly judgely that he was been offered, but it is a fairly well recognized in-
~fruly an apostle of the principle which ani-
~ mates this week's religious program in Salem; eff all
- interdenominationalism. m:boultthctapnlsoumedthemdeput-
: Qutstanding Christian leaders of the north-

Paul Malion

Hitler's situation on rubber must be desperate.
It has been learned here he recently took risks
out of all proportion to get a meager 150,000 tons
of crude rubber. Without some crude, his syn-
thetic material wears rapidly. He has not received
a single known ounce of rubber since the war
began, except such as he was able to seize in
conquered countries, and he found not even sec-
ond hand tires in Russia.

Incidentally also, do not expect too much
from Brazil. That nation’s leaders want to de-
velop some plantations and may get some money
to try it, but accepted estimates suggest no im-
posing amolint could be furnished. Greater store
is placed in the domestic tree planting now being
authorized by congress for the agriculture de-
partment. Some think we will be producing more
than we need from this source after 1943.

Certain cities have been seeking quietly to
get out of their own civilian defense mess by em-
ploying retired army officers (former corps area
commanders) with a sense of military organiza-
tion and discipline.

friends of Washington officials
headquarters. .

i : the 1 There is an ancient liberal principle that the
. west and of the nation are fo assst ' D military should be divorced from the civilian fo
. s 3 b - €N yeep army out of politics, and thus to avoid

-

- and we say “modern” with no hesitation for ed that OCD must muddle along politically and
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%w-mhwm socially rather. th military
ames Landis taken OCD with a
! pmhm&amnﬁmﬁn&m?lm s hand thas M La Guardis ¢ “’"hl
B L & o mltm'u-&_nquu
?f Mmmﬂnmﬁr emmh dqu:rmuly
e these men intend to strive now getting around to employe defense.
k::q $ in numbers when Steaming congressional criticism (dramatized
i purpose. The inclusiveness in the employment of the movie actor and dancer)
upon which Is no doubt warming OCD fo more sitrenucus
high hopes action. Cities may soon resume blackout tests
and hold them once a week, although much de-
pends on getting siren equipment. =
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The Welders and Others Are at It Again

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Calling all our 2-15-42
congressmen for work
on a proper, fair flax
tariff to protect Oregon:
= % %

This article, under the head-
line “Flax' Big Chance,” was
prominent on the editorial page
of the Portland Oregonian of
last Wednesday:

“All the factors, ave one, that
are needed to promote large ex-
pansion of flax culture in Ore-
gon are present. That single
factor rests in the priorities re-
quired for ‘consruction of pro-
cessing plants. War has cut off
imports of line-flax from Eu-
rope and flax products have
themselves become critical ma-
terials,. They are needed for
military purposes in their own
right, and they are useful in
part as substitutes for silk,
which is no longer imported.

= % %

The farmer is presented with
an opportunity to grow a highly
profitable crop, provided
scutching and retting facilities
are available to convert his flax
straw into marketable ({iber.
There is a great acreage in Ore-
gon and Washington suitable for
flax growing, and the climatic
conditions for processing are
present—a necessary combina-
tion of an extent found nowhere
else in the country.

“The financial firmness of
flax culture and processing has
been significantly revealed by
the cooperative at St. Paul, Ore-
gon, where a processing plant
was Iinstalled last spring. The
cooperative will pay off the cost
of the processing plant in one
Yyear's operation and have rea-
lomblle profits left over for its
members. A half dozen or more
processing plants are now in ex-
istence in western Oregon, and
farmers are eager to cooperate
and establish new ones. New
cooperatives have been organ-
ized at Dayton, Molalla, and in
the Albany-Jefferson district.
The Dayton cooperative- has in
the bank half of the cost of the
processing plant and has made
arrangements for the balance.

One scutching machine and
eight retting tanks are sufficient
to care for the yield of 1000
scres of flax.

T %N

“Dayton has already filed ap-
plication for priority ratings for
building and egqguipment. The
circumstance that the plant will
produce a military need makes
the outlook for the necessary
priority rating promising. The
principal concern of Dayton and
other new cooperatives is that
they get the go-ahead signal be-
fore it is time for spring plant-
ing.

“The critical need for flax
products, the ample proof at
hand that this area can both
grow and process high quality
flax, the permanence of a do-
mestic industry that would be
encouraged, should remove any
hesitancy over grant of priority
nma‘!l

= % %

The words of the Oregonian
are well said. But there is an-
other necessary factor, to make
the greatest flax industry in the
world, from the field to the fac-
tory, possible in the northwest-
ern section of Oregon and the

southwestern section of Wash-
ington, and to make it perma-
nent.

That necessary factor is a fair
protective tariff on flax fiber
and the manufactures thereof.
That factor only, but that one.

b

Every member in both houses
of congress from these two
states, not already aware of
world conditions with respect to
the flax and linen industries,
under war conditions, and what
they will be after the close of
the war, must be put on his
guard—and every person in the
two states of any political par-
ty or no political party, MUST
BE UP ON HIS OR HER TOES
to see that this is done.

Why? -

T % %

Why? Because otherwise the
flax and twine and linen, in-
dustries of these two states, now
s0 prosperous and apparently
certain of greet growth and of
permanency, will be ruined. Ut-
terly.

And it will not take long, ei-
their, for the ruin to take place,

(Continued on Tuesday.)

The Safety
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Letters from Statesman Readers

AGAINST HATE

To the Editor: I liked the
poem the lady wrote that you
published concerning hate and
the war, but was distressed by
your editorial on hate and war
the next day. Possibly I did not
construe the editorial properly,
but if I did I do not agree with
it. Of course there are some
things that we hate, but we
should be careful how and what
we hate. I am sure it is a mis-
take to hate the Germans, Japs,
and Italians.

1 hope that the things we saw
happen in the last war will not
happen again. I was only a small
boy then, in the lower grades
of grade school, but I remember
well the attitude of many peo-

Your Federal Income Tax

DEDUCTION FOR INTEREST

Amounts paid or accrued
within the taxable year 1941
as interest on indebtedness are
deductible, with certain excep-
tions, from gross income in de-
termining net income. Deduct-
ible items include interest on

i
i

the Disirict of Columbia, or
possessions of the Unifed States;
obligati of the United States
i prior to March 1, 1841,
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ple at the time. The country
then went on a binge that pro-
duced a hangover. I believe that
that hangover was largely re-
sponsible for what happened
afterwards. We immediately
shrank into a shell of isolation-
ism which has now been proved
to have been very unwise and
unpracticable.

Because of this, it has upset
me to see people expressing the
opinion that we should start In
hating these people as soon as
we entered the war. The ma-
jority of these are merely un-
fortunate people who ecould not
help themselves or were asleep
when the critical time came,
Many Germans would come un-
der the latier heading.

I do not mean that it is pos-

circumstances.
The point I wish to make is
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smoke sirens. € i
' stﬂ::. guess.” He ran into his house.
odors, Wendy grabbed a first aid kit

- earth, and followed.

her a The man had a slight head
) acros§  wound but was regaining some
ot There of his calm and was able to
ble in that help with those who were more
not blocked, giretchers from the car and lent
she would be 5 rather clumsy hand to the
_could bandaging. Wendy was forced
walls; to put a tourniguet on the arm
the last of one of the children to stop
driver the loss of blood. This was a
when girl of about six. The boy was
was 80 perhaps two years older. One
s of “his legs was surely broken,
covered might have to come off, Wendy
splinters, thought. She bandaged the man-
t had cut gled limb as best she could and
the side. turned to the mother. This was
was un- more difficult. The woman had’
soon had a deep gash across her back and

her that lacerations about her face.
was rumn Next door Wendy found the
if she dead and wounded that the man
There had mentioned. An old man and
must be many somewhere after g young woman were all that
of ap- remained of what had been a
her cut family of six not many mom-
to her ents before. With the aid of the
beside it. man, she got them all on stretch-
following ers and into the car. That filled
bombers, jt The man could sit in front

“Please, lady,” he gasped. “Come
q: ‘ck — please — hurry — wife
and two children — wounded
— just up the road!”

“Get in.” He starte1 around
to the back. “No, here beside
me.” The man obeyed. “Is the
road open?”

“Yes, Miss.”

As they moved forward he
talked. It seemed to quiet his
nerves, and Wendy let him
speak without Iinterruption
“Wife and two children badly
hurt, but we're lucky. Next
house to ours four killed out
of six — other two badly wound-
ed. ghere, Miss.” He indicated
the small, dingy house of a la-
borer. Indeed it had been badly
smashed, but the one next door
was even worse, and further
along the row two were in
flames. _

“Nobody in the other houses,”
the man said, jumping to the
ground. “Just these two. I look-
ed in 'em all. Must ha' gone to
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Gill’s instructions. Oh yes, St
Albans. Did the man know the

“Yes, Miss. Straight ahead
and the first to your left.”

They rolled fast over the road
which was far from good. Wen-
dy knew that it was better to
get her patients to the hospital,
even if she did jolt them, as

came out in front of the hos-
pital to meet the ecar. “Five
stretcher cases. Picked them up
just after the bombs fell. Gel
some one to help you, quick!™
The man called and another or-
derly came on the run, closely
followed by two more and the
doctor.

“Wendy!” the doctor exclaim-
ed, recognizing this dusty, crim-
son smeared girl as the daughter
of his friend, Lady Harrowsdale.
She stood at attention and sa-
luted smartly. He smiled. “You
need not be so formal.”

(To be continued.)

Radio Programs
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KSLM—SUNDAY—1390 Kc,
8:00—J Me.
sm Many Lands,

ust
::m—lluﬁc
9:30—Songs of the wﬁ.
9:45—Isle of Paradise.
10:00—World in Review,
10:15—Across the Footlights.
10:30—Moody Bible Institute.
10:45—Rhythmic Romance.
11:00—American Lutheran Church.

12:00—-V A

12:30—Jean villier, Commentator
%;»_rour - Hospital.
1:30—Hamilton Trio.

1:45—Shin Hour.

2:00—Gleb Yellin.

2:15—Church of

2:30—Hit Tunes of Tomorrow
3:00—So. American

e * ®
EGW—NBC—SUNDAY—620 Ko
28:00—Church tn Your Home.
8:30—Music and Amulﬂa'n Youth.
[k Down South
9:30—-Emma Otero, Singer.

%:: Close, commentator,
10:30—World Is Yours.
» Orchestra.
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the respective stations. Any varia-
tions moted by MNstemers are due (o
changes made

H and His Pals.
6:30—News & ta
é: Dinah .:;lﬂ"
: Hour.

{:m—wmr u‘t‘ at ‘the
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}{.:ll—'lhﬂ Ames Orch.
:30—Columbia
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