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Indictment of War Effort

Contrary to ordinary political procedure
which calls for a series of deliberate steps pre-
ceding definite action, President Roosevelt sud-
denly announced that he was going to have a
one-man war production executive and that
Donald M. Nelson was the man. The president
didn’t even prepare a formal order to that ef-
fect; he let Nelson write it and admonished him
to “make it good”—to draft his own powers in
such manner that they would in any eventuality
prove adequate.

It would be rather inaccurate to say that this
action came “out of a clear sky.” Anyorne taking
the trouble might have observed a few clouds
overhead. One, as we have mentioned hereto-
fore, was the impending demand by Wendell
Willkie, Certainly another was the impending
Truman committee report to the senate. The
president forestalled both. Willkie had to
change his speech but the Truman committee
went ahead and submitted its report.

The committee included ten democrats, most
but not all of them staunch new dealers: Tru-
man, Connally, Mead, Wallgren, Hatch, Herring
and Kilgore; and three republicans, Ball, Brew-
ster and Bridges.

The committee’s report is a document of some
140 printed pages. When it was submitted,
naturally the reporters even for the large
metropolitan papers could only summarize its
conclusions; could not even sample the definite
findings—other than a few production statistics
—upon which these conclusions were based.
Copies of the report itself have not reached the
west coast, We are still in the dark as to how
conclusively and accurately the detailed find-
ings support the conclusions.

In referring to this report as a “cloud” we
spoke advisedly. It is an indictment of the war
production effort to date—an indictment of the
total results, qualitative and quantitative, plus
special indictments of virtually every agency
and factor involved; the war department, the
navy department, OPM and particularly its
#“dollar-a-year'" men, industrial management,
labaor.

In a way the report is a ‘‘dead horse’’ because
the principal fault, lack of authoritative leader-
ship, has been corrected. In another sense it
should serve as a chart for the reorganization
steps which the newly-designated authoritative
leader is initiating. But there is still another
sides to the picture. Regretfully we need to
recognize that this report indicts not only the
war production effort’s lack of adequate or-
ganization and its failure to achieve maximum
results; it indicts also the motives of persons
and groups concerned.

As nearly as can be ascertained from the
sketchy summaries available—sketchy even
though one at our elbow runs to more than
three columns of solid type—condemnation was
dealt out with a degree of impartiality. Cer-
tainly capital and labor both came in for their
ghare. As for that, in fairness it should be noted
that the committee, on the job for many months,
got most of its material while the nation was
meérely the “arsenal of democracy’” and not yet
an actual belligerent. Some recreant groups
have since repented and any which have not
are, we trust, in such position that Donald Nel-
son will be able to spank them. After all, man-
agement and labor are expected, in peacetime,
to be selfish. .

We are more concerned about the accusations
of actual graft and venality. Inevitably they in-
volve persons within government, whose loyal-
ty is owed to the public. Whether the report
“names names” and recites definite acts, is a
question we intend to explore further. These
are facts that must be laid bare. Appropriate
action must follow, without regard to personali-
ty or rank.

How Many Freedoms?

:President Roosevelt's reference to the “four
freedoms'” last summer was in our opinion too

opportunistic to rank as an historic declaration
—especially since one was “freedom of the
seas’” which never has meaning in peacetime,
whereas there was that widely-noted omission
of “freedom of religion.

Yet the phrase “four freedoms” has survived
long enough to serve as a peg on which some-
what comparable ideas may be hung. Chancel-
lor F. M. Hunter mentioned it and added a
couple more in his thoughtful address at the
chamber of commerce here this week: freedom
to share in the world's resources and freedom
against discrimination.

The national resources and planning bovard,
looking at domestic post-war problems, lists on
the other hand “nine freedoms” which must be
kept in mind as objectives: The right to work:
the right to fair play; the right to adequate food,

shelter and medical care; the right to
security against old age, dependency, sickness,
ury and unemployment; the right_ to live in
system of free enterprise; the right to come
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Auto Salesmen’s Plight

“What America needs is to be made more
conscious of the war,” remarks our esteemed
afternoon contemporary, and adds: “Nothing
can convince us more effectively than a stiff
blow in the pocketbook.” If the editor is in
search of war-conscious folk he might hunt up
a couple of automobile salesmen and if he
doesn't know fwhere to find them, he might try
the employment office.

Another Oregon editor has observed, ap-
propriately even though it sounds a bit hard-
hearted, that automobile salesmen, having no
cars to sell, are now facing the necessity of sell-
ing themselves—to new employers. They are
equipped for that initial job, whether or not
they are suited to the employment they seek;
and the chances are that most of them will
alight on their feet in short order.

Auto salesmen are among the first serious
casualties of war's economic upheaval. About
all we can offer them is sympathy and best
wishes for early recovery. Think of it—an en-
tire occupation wiped out in one sweeping gov=
ernmental order! Almost the only parallel we
can thing of is one we hesitate to mention—
bootleggers, when repeal went into effect.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Ine. Repro-
duction in whole or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20—There is grumbling
because Donald Nelson has no act of congress upon
which to stand and do the biggest job of the war
—generalissimo of production on the home front.
The related facts of the ap-
pointment are these:

Mr. Roosevelt promised to let
Mr. Nelson write his own White
House law. The president kept
that promise. The executive
order was written by Mr. Nel-
son and his OPM attorney, Mil-
ton Katz, formerly with the se-
curities and exchange commis-
sion and justice department.
Friends told Nelson that he
had better make it good, or
some day he might wish he
had. Mr. Roosevelt signed it
without changing a word.

No one needs a law around this town ordinarily
if Mr. Roosevelt 18 for him. This order gives Nelson
the president's firm backing to direct the OPM,
army and navy procurement and even Jesse Jones
(first time the commerce secretary ever let any-
one get authority to tell him what to do.)

The difference between this and the old order
is clearly presented on the point of the supply pri-
orities and allocations board. Formerly the board
made decisions and Nelson was only the executive
officer designated to carry out the devisions. Now
Nelson will act with “the advice and assistance”
(but not the consent) of the board. He has a free
directing hand.

Mr. Roosevelt, of course, still holds loose reins.
Nelson is to be his agent. The president may pre-
scribe “added duties” for Nelson. Yet the very
nature of the order (plus Nelson's independent per-
sonality) makes it clear FDR is handing the whole
matter over to Nelson with only a few inconse-
quential legal strings attached.

Panl Mallon

This, then, is a genuine reorganization, the first
one so far., It is a reorganization to end all re-
organizations on our most important battle line in
the factories. Mr. Roosevelt jumped to it only
24 hours ahead of the bayonet in the Truman
commitiee report, exposing gross deficiencies of
the old setup.

If another reorganization ever becomes neces-
sary, the continuing Truman committee will no
doubt take hold of it for congress.

But there is no reason for expecting that. Nelson
has a terrific will to win. He is not a fuddy-duddy
kow-tower to the great invisible god of drag be-
hind all swivel chairs in Washington—the influence
of connections in the new deal family, the august
aloofness of army and navy which no civilian has
ever penetrated, “who” went to college with
“whom,” etc.

How far the president went in this respect is
disclosed in his designation of Willijam Knudsen
as a lieutenant general. FDR had to reach for a
lot of stars for that lofty title, but it was necessary
so Knudsen could outrank some of the generals

of the war department and be able to overrule
them.

Mr. Roosevelt could only have been thinking
of army ordnance (procurement and munitions
boards) upon whom criticism has long been cen-
tered. Knudsen is supposed to be sent into the
field, right into the production plants, where his
genius for mass production can best be used. Yet
it is possible he or Nelson will direct some long
needed administrative changes—such as requiring
one officer of ordnance to be responsible for each
project, rather than allowing the whole bureau
to be responsible for everything.

Centralization of authority, now at long last ac-
cepted at the top, may yet be made the dominant
theme of our war effort all the way down the line.

LS. WAR
PRODUCTION

War Production “Gunpointer” Elevates His Sights!

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Celebrate 1943 as a 1-21-42
centennial year, but do
not commemorate in doing
it a plain, barefaced lie:
e T

(Continuing from yesterday:)
The first great covered wagon
immigration came to the Ore-
gon country in 1843, and, more-
over, it brought, as one of its
leaders, and as one of the ablest
and most far seeing statesman of
the early comers to this mother
of states, Oregon, Jesse Apple-
gate. B

He and his family, and his two
brothers, Charles and Lindsay,
and their families, spent their
first winter in Oregon at the
then abandoned Lee Mission, 10
miles by water below the site of
Salem.

T %%

The next
moved across the river into what
was Yamhill county, then ex-

tending from the mouth of the -

Yamhill river on a line west to
the Pacific ocean and south to
the Mexican (California) line,
At the election of 1845 Jesse Ap-
plegate was chosen one of the
two members from Yamhill
county of the unicameral council
or legislature of the Provisional
Government, of 13 members.

The first legislature (legisla-
tive commitiee) of the Provi-
sional Government of eight
members had been elected the
second Tuesday in May, 1844,
and it had as a member Peter H.
Burnett of the 1843 immigra-
tion, who was a lawyer and
statesman; became the first gov-
ernor of California; was largely
instrumental in breaking Cali-
fornia into the Union.
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Burnett, in that legislature,
led a8 movement to straighten
out a lot of things in the Provi-
sional Government; that body
fixed the capital at Oregon City
(then called Willamette Falls):
changed the opening date of the
legislature (legislative com-
mittee) to the fourth Tuesday in
June; made a new district

year (1844) they

(county), that of Clatsop; lim-
ited the north line of the juris-
diction of the Provisional Gov=-
ernment to the south line of the
Columbia river; changed mar-
riage law to allow males of 18
and.females of 12 to marry, with
consent of parents; passed a law
prohibiting sale of intexicants;
also prohibiting colored men or
women or mulattoes to reside in
Oregon (never enforced); but
stood as law many years.
Also passed a law to build a
jail at Oregon City with the
money of Ewing Young; still
without an heir to eclaim {t.
Granted several men franchises
to operate ferries. There was a
second session of the 1844 leg-
s islature, December 16 to 24.
There was a good deal of poli-
tics, mostly concerning the ha-
treds against the British gov-
ernment, then represented by
the Hudson's Bay Company.
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Now for the 1845 Provisional

The
Safety Valve

Letters trom Statesman
Readers

HELF BAG A JAP
Tokyo, ah Tokyo, we are slow to
start;

Wait and see, a month from now
we won't be far apart.
Tokyo, ah Tokyo, you feel mighty

big and stout
But when the Yanks come over
they’ll wipe little Tokyo out.
We know you are yellow, and
mean as well;
When Old Glory arrives the Japs
can tell.
Yeu spilled our blood, we know
you are wWrong;
We'll stop in Tokyo, via Hong
Kong.
You started this war and we
took the rap;
Let's every red-blooded Amer-
ican—help bag a Jap.
J. M. REYNOLDS,
Silverton, Ore.

Your Federal Income Tax

PERSONAL EXEMPTIONS
AND CREDIT FOR
DEPENDENTS

Domestic relations enter into
the making of an income tax
return. This shows itself in the
matter of personal exemptions.
Too many taxpayers do not
understand who is len].l_y the
head of a family, or what is a
dependent. As a consequence,
they overpay the government
by not claiming their proper
exemptions and credits. Of
course, the audit of their re-
turns discloses most of these
errors, but not all of them, that
are due 1o negligence or lack of

of

the
tax law and regulations.
is taken in-

;

ent is one under 18 years of
age, or one who is physically
or mentally defective and in-
capable of self-support. He need

chief support, and it may not
be divided between them. Like-
wise, if two members of a fam-
ily contribute to the support of
a dependent, the one who con-
tributes more “than one-half of
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Government legislature. It met
in Oregon City June 24, at the
house of John E. Long, but
moved to the room of the Mult-

nomah circulating library, there.

As heretofore indicated, Jesse
Applegate was foremost as a
member. He framed the oath of
office, in these words:

“I do solemnly swear that I
will support the organic laws of
the Provisional Government of
Oregon, so far as they are con-
sistent with my duties as a citi-
zen of the United States or a
subject of Great Britain.” (Note
later the wisdom of that oath.)
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Jesse Applegate held thit
since all parts of the “constitu-
tion” and “laws” of the Oregon
Provisional Government, unless
they were those passed by the
1844 legislative committee (leg-
islature), "had been passed by
hand ballot, they were not ac-
corded to the American system
of election by secret ballot at the
polls, and therefore not valid.

He held that there must be an
adjournment of the 1845 legisla-
ture, so that all could be sub-
mitted to the people at polling
places; all that had gone before
and that were to be submitted
by the 1845 legislature, including
a law to provide for a single
governor in place of the execu-
tive committee of three; with a
candidate for that office.
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So an adjournment was taken,
on July 5 to August 5, in order
to allow the returns of the elec-
tion of July 26 to be tanvassed.
There being no printing press
then in Oregon, manuscript cop-
ies of each proposition were
made for every precinet or poll-
ing place, to be read three times
to the voters. Bancroft says:

“The majority in favor of
adopting the organic laws as
amended and the schedule of of-
ficers as elected the previous
June, amounted to over 200.”
(The vote was 255 to 22, a ma-
jority of 233 in the affirmative.)
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After the little unicameral
legislature of 13 members of the
1845 legislature resumed its ses-
sions, August 5, the question of
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away with remaining
out-of-doors. Some will tell you,
however, that the eggs live over
on plant materials out-of-doors,
but the great fear of the comn-
tinuation of the pest comes from
those which winter over in the
bulbs. If you have not placed
Bilbs, you might check them
over now. : Boais

“Place the bulbs in a tight pa-
per bag and put & handful of

|
!
£
:

é
&

By PETER MUIR
CHAPTER ONE not. *T'll fix you in half a
The plane circled low, its sin- shake,” he said, addressing the
gle engine roaring and sputtering plane. “Where's my—"
uneasily. The struts and fast The sentence remained un-
turning propeller cut the air finished. From a zipper-fasten- -
with a sound, half whitle, half ed pocket he drew a small
hiss. It seemed to be in trouble, wrench. “There you are, little

his home.

One side of his face was spat-
tered with oil, as was his fiy-
ing suit and the leather helmet
which he had thrown to the
ground nearby. The reason for
his enthusiasm was the sleek,
shiny Spitfire pursuit ~plane
which he had brought down in
a forced landing on the fairway
of a convenient golf links. He
had  feared that -the oil leak
might be serious, but careful
examination showed that it was

tighter, please . . .
we'll get the old tin can rolling.
N

right wing. Nor did he see
girl, carrying only a mid-
follow the ball and stop beside
him.

(To Be Continued)
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Radio Programs.

KSLM- WEDNESDAY—1390 Ke,
6:30—Rise N' Shine,

Q—Cumquin the Air.
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10 .ws_&'w:;u This Morning.
10:1
10:30—Women in the News.
10:35—M Classic.
10:40—Lew White.
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12:00—Ivan Ditmars.
12:15—News, :
12:30—Hillbilly Serenade.
12:35—Willamette Valley Opinions.
lx-ﬁ—mmi Shop.
1:05—Market Reporis.
1:10—Isle of Paradise.
1:30—Western Seren
1:45—Vocal Varieties.
2:00—Pi of Melody.
;:la—uunlhrina.

30— American Rhythm.
3:00—Concert Gems.
4:00—Gypsy Serenade.
4:15—News, 1
+4:30—Teatime Tunes.
5:00—Popularity Row.
5:30—The Women
=::n-—¥1nngrrﬂm Melodies.

00—Tongiht's Headlines.
6:15—War Commentary.
6:20—Martha

7:05—In Facts.

: thedral Choir.
45—Sky Britain.
8:00—Melody Lane.
8:30—Wes McWain.

KOIN—CBS—WEDNESDAY—970 Ke.
6:00—Northwest
6:15—Breakiast

News. ¢
2:15—William Winter, News.
2:30—The eill's.
21:45—Sca

s Ross. -
S
$:00—Fred Allen.
10:00—Five “imai
10:15—Dance Time
10:20—Air

s .
§:45—As the Twig Is Bent.
::u-Jh-E‘- of the News
930—This &

10 00—News. §

10:45—Joe Frasetto
nm B‘::.‘

11 :30—Concert
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30—Lone er.

8:00—Theatre the Air.
00—N

3 ews,
§:15—Today’s Top Tunes.
9:30—Fulton Lewis, jr.
9:45—Rio Conference.
10:00—Horace Heidt.

10:30—News.
10:45—Eric Madriquera Orchestra.
11:00—Bob Crosby

11:30—Horace Heldt.
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8:45—Keep Fit Club With P
lm—-!ioﬂpywood Headdnem. Wy Joan
9:05—Sou i
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1:00—Your

1:15—News :ﬁ ”n' 1'.1.' - lights p
1:30—Market Re

1:35—Rose City 3:'1..%«.

1:55—News.

2:00—The Quiet Hour.

2:30—A House in the Copntry.

3:45—Wayne Van Dine.

3:00—Between the Bookends 2

::IS—NM- i
‘M-—Smnﬁmne.

3:45—Ask Eleanor Nash.

4:00—Arthur Tracy.

4:15—Mr, Keen, . R

:H"ﬂ-—uuﬂ o(!:-IT% '
B pton Close, !

5:00—Adventure Stories. i

5:15—Flying Patrol.

5 30—News.

§:45—Tom Mix Straight Shooter,
:Em-—-Seeul #‘m"'

KGW—_NBC—WEDNESDAY—420

6 00—N AR Ke
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8:00—Stars of Today.
a: M
8:45—David

9:00—Women's Worid.
9:15—Words & Music,
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