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Bear Stories From Berlin

“Four of our regulars are in the hospital but
some of them may be able to play. The quarter-
back, though, is out for the season with a
broken collar-bone, both tackles are on
crutches and the left halfback, our only con-
gistent ground-gainer who also does the kick-
ing and passing, has a bad charley-horse. We
won’'t have any offense. Team morale is low
after the pounding we took last Saturday. I
don't think the reserves we’'ll have to use will
be able to hold them.”

You heard that story several times last foot-
ball season from different gridiron camps; you
used to hear it more often. The “bear story”
technique has lost some of its earlier vogue. In
its heyday, the fans could be certain that on
Saturday those cripples, or most of them, would
come prancing out of the hospital and toss
away their crutches to cavort on the gridiron
like so many young wildcats.

Now, for the first time, bear stories are
coming out of Berlin. The nazi machine suf-
fered a setback in the Moscow game and the
one in Libya and the head coach has been
fired along with some of his assistants. The
president of the college, who used to carry the
water bucket in his undergraduate days, has
taken over but the squad doesn't like it, and
may go on strike. Anyway the backfield is
shot full of holes and can't be expected to
any more this season. Maybe so. Part
of it is obviously true. Now, dropping the figure
of speech, if a story of this sort came out of

on or Washington, concerning the status of
British or American fighting forces, we would
_know it to be the truth., Those things can’t be

about concealing temporarily the exact
extent of damage done at Pearl Harbor. But
just why should this story—if it is true—come
out of Berlin? There’s no necessity for it; either
for telling the German people, whose morale it
will hurt, or for letting Germany’s foes find out
about it.

But if, in the main, it isn't true—then we
can figure out several perfectly sound reasons
for its promulgation. If Hitler could get the
anti-axis word to believe his offense was crip-
pled, it would make it much easier to pull a
sneaker play in the direction of Turkey or
Africa of Gibraltar. Furthermore, such a stroke
might be, demoralizing to the democracies in
their state- of over-confidence, But even more

be accomplished by a plausible “bear
story” just at this time. If the Americans who,
as Hitler may know, are subject to fits of over-
confidence, swallow this story they may re-
duce their shipments of arms to Britain and
Russia—especially since they are rather worried
about the way their part of the game is going
in the orient. Some of those Americans can't
see yet that it is all part of one game. If they
are led to demand of their government a shift-
ing of strength, they'll be all set up for a
strong-side scoring play.

Hitler's team may be as badly battered as
we are being led to believe. But we do know
this: A smart football coach never believes a
“bear story” and neve: lets his team believe
one if he can help it. Prepare to meet the op-
position at its maximum possible strength; if it
proves to be weak, there’s no harm done; we
can just run up a score and make certain of
vietory.

Enemy Manpower
The score on sinkings of Japanese transports
bhas eluded us but it has been considerable and

with soldiers gees to Davy Jones' locker, the

Unless the treacherous foe has been fooling
us on that score as well as on his military
preparedness, Japan has about 11 million men
between the ages of 20 and 44, as compared to
the United States’ 25 million. Naturally the
militaristic regime in Tokyo, unencumbered by
considerations of humanity, takes boys some-
than 20 and men somewhat over
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to note that though Japan
has pointed to her rapid gains in population as
the for her need of more territory, her
birth rate has been declining for about a decade;
population is still increasing but the rate of in-
crease has declined. It ought to be surprising
but of course it isn't, that the Japanese govern-

has been worried over this decline and has
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as though Mayor LaGuardia of New York was
due for removal as head of the program. The
president answers by putting in an “executive
director” and leaving LaGuardia the official
though perhaps largely inoperative head man.
Maybe it will work but it looks like another
of those unfortunate divisions of authority,

In t#€ matter of price control the senate
has defied the president by approving an
amendment giving the secretary of agriculture
effective veto power over price limitations on
agricultural products. Congressional indepen-
dence is not to be decried in such matters, even
in wartime. But on this issue the president ap-
pears to be right. It doesn't make judicial sense
to make an official partisan of the farmer, the
judge over that portion of the price control
program which affects the farmer’'s interests.
Our faith in the practicality of price control is
fading but if we are going to have it, there
ought to be only one judge and he should be
no faction's advocate.

Bounce .

Ninety five per cent of all passenger automo-
biles are used in the owners' occupations if
you include driving to and from work. But only
55 per cent of all passenger car mileage con-
sists of “necessary” trips related to occupation
or shopping and the like. Cutting out a con-
siderable part of the unnecessary 43 per cent
of mileage will save tires and prolong the life
of that irreplaceable car. Taking the bus or
train for some of the necessary long trips, rid-
ing street busses for some of the necessary short
trips, will further help to solve the problem. *

Rubber is used for tires because it has bounce;
it makes adjustments between a bumpy road
and a smooth ride. People have bounce too;
young people bounce back quickly after a se-
vere jolt. Older people have less bounce, make
adjustments with greater difficulty. Life is a
series of adjustments; when people lose all their

-bounce, the next jolt is the last. But right now

the problem for everyone is to have enough
bounce for the adjustment to wartime condi-
tions—including the dearth of bouncing rubber.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Whh:' f.:ig.ﬂl'um Syndicate, l,ae. Repro-
WASHINGTON, Jan. 12—Mr. Churchill paraded
his production dynamo Lord Beaverbrook so con-
spicuously here that a new pressure has been
generated on the Capitol Hill folk for a complete
rejuggling of the defense set-
up which would leave one man
like the lord on top.

The British prime minister is
supposed io have talked close-
ly to FDR about eliminating
boards upon boards, commis-
sions upon commissions and
authority upon authority, as
the existing setup provides.

The idea of one war control
has caught favor in congress
where they say that inasmuch
as Mr. Roosevelt wants one
man to run the price coatrol
regime (Mr. Henderson) he
should also select one man with authority to cut
through the red tape in the defense production
department.

Apparently Mr. Roosevelt has not found a pro-
duction man like Lord Beaverbrook. He allowed
the army and navy to slip into their munitions
board a few days hack a strange, unconcerned
civilian for the first time in history. There are
rumors that this board will increase its energy
and function as a division of supply, which is, in
effect, the centralized purchasing control for which
the critics have long pined. -

— —

Mr. Roosevelt has ssid nothing. Rumors that
his Vice President Wallace was to take charge (be-
ing at least as ill-suited as anyone mentioned for

firmation.

At bottom, unadvertised, is certainly a personnel
fever against continuance of the present setup.
Economists, whose loyalty to Roosevelt antedates
the war, are more or less openly spreading dis-
content with existing schedules. They contend
victory is being vitiated by the failure and re-

* fusal of anyone to make decisions.

Pﬁce?ixcho;:!l;d;mhubeQMh
butt of many a congressional barb or Joke, but Mr.
Roosevelt likes him, .
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Something Else Besides Winter to Give Der Fuehrer Shivers

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Celebrate 1943 as a 1-13-42
centennial year but do
not commemorate in doing
it a plain and barefaced lie:
T %%

Walter Winchell, Portland,
gecretary of the Oregon coun-
cil of the American Pioneer
Trails Association, had an article
in the Portland Journal of last
Thursday, January 8, under the
headline, “No Time for Truce on
U. 8. Patriotism,” reading:

“At the recent annual meeting
of the Oregon council, American
Pioneer Trails association, its
members unanimously expressed
their determination that the
work of the council must go on
regardless of the war situation.
And why not? There are no pri-
orities in patriotism, no precious
war materials being used, noth-
ing to retard an all-out - fight
against force and aggression.

B %5

“Since 1928 the Oregon Trail
Memorial association (founded
by Ezra Meeker), and now the
Ameszican Pioneer Trails associ-
ation, have been waging a con-
stant campaign for preservation
of American history and tradi-
tion. Thousands of dollars in
money, and priceless years of
effort, have been expended in
acquainting the boys and girls
and the men and women of Am-
erica with the empire-making
exploits of the pioneers who
made America great. The Pony
Express trail from old St. Joe,
Mo., to Sacramento has been
marked with enduring markers

and monuments; markers and
monuments have been erected at
historic sports; historic land-
marks, like old Fort Laramie,
Fort Bridger, Independence Rock
and Whitman Mission, have been
preserved; the crusade has beem
carried into the schools, that the
rising generations may know for
what the stars in the flag stand.

“Momentous Anniversary—
The year 1843 was a momentous
one in American history. Two
outstanding events occurred that
year which swayed the destiny
of a nation and gave it a front-
age on two oceans.

- "%

“IN THE SPRING OF 1843
THE SETTLERS OF THE WIL-
LAMETTE VALLEY ORGANIZ-
ED A PROVISIONAL GOV-
ERNMENT AT CHAMPOEG,
THE FIRST CIVIL GOVERN-
MENT WEST OF THE ROCK-

i

“.t about the same time
nearly 200 covered wagons left
the Missouri river headed for

Your Federal
Income Tax

WHO MUST FILE A RETURN
For federal income tax pur-

year — must file an income tax
living with husband or wife, if

§
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filed by husbend and wife on
Form 1040, the joint personal
exemption of §1500 may be tak-

and Washington.

“Those are the outstanding
things we propose to celebrate in
1043. Less than a century after
our forefathers laid the founda-
tion of a vast Western empire
we are called upon to fight for
it against foreign aggression.
There is no reason why we, as

cannot fight for it
and celebrate it also. If it were

agraph above in capitals, mak-
ing up a plain and barefaced
lie.)

(Continued tomorrow.)

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN
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By FRANCIS GIII.ARD

disappear into the next room.
“] don't like this a bit"”
“Well, it's not me nor you that
has to do it,” observed Jones.
They heard the lid of the cof-
a

B

in one hand.
“Turn on the hot tap,” he or-

dered.
Jones leapt forward and set

surgical knife, Horton un-
wrapped the package in the sink.
With the blade he pushed back
the numberiess folds revealing
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Radio Programs
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11:15—Organ.
11:30—War liews Roundup.

EGW—Tuesday—429 Ke.
6:00—News.
of Dawn.

Bards.
7:00—News Headlines and Highlights
7:15—Meat Time. !

i
;
j

--»-——==EFFE§=3
é%‘
:

!i

i
il

;
i
:

| i
r

fa
I

i

!
I
!

; § i

!

B
i

i
i

i

i
|

:
g

i
s_%éf Eé

i
i
:

i

f‘ﬁ

.,-,.,-,....-,.;E...-_ zxzE EE
f

i
f'g' "ii' !

igiri

;

)
ll‘

l

|

BE

-~

-

| ——— -




