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Looking Back Upon 1941

Reviewing the events of 1941 is, we cheerful-
ly congede at the outset, an unprofitable task.
Not that it was an uneventful year, an insignifi-
cant year—quite the contrary. It may even
have been a decisive year; a year, as we here
suggested at its outset “in which the fate of the
world is settled for decades, if not for cen-
turies to come.” We rather suspect that #t
was, but if so, the events set in motion in 1841
toward that end have barely begun, their frui-
tion still both distant and invisible.

Reviewing 1941 is an unprofitable task for
the reason that most of its events, seemingly
portentous at the time, were subsequently ob-
literated in other events. For example as ‘the
year opened the Greeks were fighting glorious-
ly and victoriously against the Italians. The
Greeks had that particular war virtually won
when it was engulfed in another war which
ended another way.

Superficially one might say that 1841 was a
year of irritatingly Indecisive reversals. As it
opened the British were chasing axis forces
across Libya; at its close they were doing the
same thing all over again after having been
chase dback. And there still were some large,
unsolved riddles. As the year opened and at its
close, the nazis were menacing Turkey. As the
year opened and at its close, there was specula-
tion as to the future role of France.

It was however by no means an indecisive
year. As it opened, the world’s major puzzle
was Russia. Long before it closed that ‘puzzle
had been solved—in a manner distinctly en-
couraging to the democracies. One may even
say it was solved in a manner which indubitably
affected the world's fate—but today we are
looking backward, not forward.

As the year opernied there was still speculation
*over the possibility of a successful invasion of
the British Isles.: At its close this question
seemed rather definitely answered in the nega-
tive.

As the year opened there was a feeling
throughout the world that the German military
machine was invincible, that nothing on land
could stop it. As the year closed that feeling
no longer existed.

But we started out to speak of the footprints
on the sands of time which were obliterated
by later and heavier footprints—and this was
characteristic particularly of the major do-
mestic issue and events which were however
linked, monotonously as in 1940, with the
war and world events,

In our reference files, here in this “ivory
tower,” there is a great mass of material re-
lating to the depression which engulfed this
country for a decade. Some day soon if “‘we get
a breathing spell we are going =fo :toss 90 per
cent of it into the wastebasket. W¥'ll save some
especially significant items of it for future ref-
erence. But most of it is junk now. The de-
pression came to a final terminus in 1941.

Throughout 1941, there was a-building a
great volume of material on another issue—
the issue of this war's relation to the United
States, and of what the United States ought to
do about it. Not that it interests you, but we
won't have much of that to throw out. We
didn't save it. Most of it was pointless stuff
anyway, based upon prejudice and emotion
rather than clear-eyed analysis of world reali-
ties. We stopped fussing with it in October
when ‘“shooting war" involved our naval forces
in the Atlantic.

But that issue and its arguments, good or
bad, as well as its factions, isolationist and in--
terventionist, were all swept off the board
early in the morning of December 7 when the
first Japanese-bomb dropped on Pearl Harbor.

And that is the real reason why a review of
1941 is unprofitable. The year’s greatest event,
so designated by each of the news agencies
which annuallly selects the past year's ‘“ten
biggest stories.”” the event which eclipsed all
others and obliterated the significance of many
of them, occurred in this closing month of the
year. It is still a current event, of whose de-
tails we have not even yet been fully informed,
of whose consequences we are only beginning to
get an inkling.

But let us not say—not yet, at any rate—
that December 7, the one great day of 1941 for
us and perhaps for the world, was an evil
day. There was a somewhat comparable day
about 1900 years ago—the one which Christen-
dom throughout most of the intervening time
has denominated “Good Friday.” December 7,
1941, may likewise have been a day of sac-
rifice preceding, and necessary to, a glorious
resurrection.

“Let public men keep their hats on out-
doors at ceremonial occasions during bad
weather.” That doesn’'t sound like a profound
pi of advice, worthy of formal promulgation
bymme Institute for Scientific Research through
its director, Dr. Leonard Keene Hirshberg.
Reading on however, one learns that Ambas-
sador Herrick, Admiral Beatty who was Eng-
land's sea hero of the last war, King George V
and, to cap the list, George Washington, died of
common-colds caught while standing barehead-

Name-Calling

There was red hot resentment but no shock,
no surprise, over the bombing of undefended
Manila. Since December 7 we have known
what the Japanef®® were capable of doing to
Americans and their allies, even if we haven’t
fully realized since 1937 what they were capa-
ble of doing to human beings regardless of race.

In fact there apparently is no form of bru-
tality or treachery of which Japan’s war lords
are incapable. Nor are those Japanese whom we
have hitherto assumed to be peace-loving—the
common people and the tradesmen—absolved
from blame. They could have prevented this, by
resisting long ago. e

We'll take a back seat to no one in the

matter of contempt for our enemies in the
orient.

And yet, we cannot go along with those
Americans who started calling them, about De-
cember 7, the “yellow bellies.” Name calling is
a cheap business. Let's not be cheap. Let's not
call names.

Let's give 'em hell.

Some of the leaders in the sports world
are proposing 8 wartime change-over to wider
participation in athletics for the sake of brawn-
building. We're all for it. But somebody else
is trying to take our golf ball away from us.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

Distribu
duction Ih, whole or in part strictly prohibited ) T

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30—Those subs with which
the Japs annoyed our Pacific coast shipping were
not from sneak bases in Lower California or Mexi-
co, but part of a long range surprise fleet that
Tokyo has long been building
for this specific purpose.

Fantastic though it sounds,
these boats are supposed to
have a radius range of 8,000
miles. The Japs probably have
about 30 of them. )

Their coming is no surprise
to the navy. Our admirals
have known the Japs were
building this type for some
time, but we have never gone
in for an undersea boat so
“formidable” or with such an
extended cruising range. Here
again, just as with the two-man
submarines used by the Japs at Pearl Harbor, the
surprise was restricted to those who do not fol-
low such matters closely. (International news
photos published in American newspapers some
years ago a photo smuggled out of Japan showing
the two-man sub in operation.)

With California only 6000 miles from Japan,
however, it is possible the 8000 mile super-sub will
continue to menace our coastal shipping for a
while, in a minor way.

The grand old man of the American navy, Ad-
miral Leahy, is coming back from Vichy in four
weeks. A discussion has been siarted as to what
job he will get here.

This much can be related. Mr. Roosevelt in-
sisted upon Leahy's return over the objections
of the state department. Qur diplomats had an idea
he- was solely responsible for keeping the French
to their honorable pledge, never to surrender their

fleet. They feared what might be done with the
fleet if Leahy left Vichy.

Paul Mallom

Mr. Roosevelt, apparently, thought Leahy even -

more valuable as a military leader. At the very
least he will be head of some top military strategy

board, or will have one of the coordinated new al-
lied commands. ’

Some folks are grumbling that Churchill talked
Roosevelt into forgetting about the Japs and:con-
centrating on Hitler, That idea is axis grease.

The broader view of this war, the world view,
clearly shows Hitler is the formidable foe. If he
is defeated, anyone can brush the Japs over with
the back of their hand. They may conquer the
Far East down to Australia (no information here
suggests they want that continent) ‘but they c.%m;::
dominate the world. They cannot invade
hemisphere as long as our fleet is above water,
and alert.

It is true their charaeteristic sneaky viciousness,
demonstrated at Manila and Pearl Harbor, has
made them the most' hated foe. Even some high
officials here are crying out for air bases at Viadi-
vostok, so our bombers can avenge Manila among
the crackerbox wooden shacks of the Japanese in-
dustrial centers. That will no doubt be done in
turn. But it is only wise to understand the red
viewpoint. If they can take Hitler, they
Japan any time. meydomtvdshtobedizcz
from their main enterprise.

Events seem to have made our decision. Our
air deficiency in the Far East permitted early Jap

For Victory!—And a Speedy Return to Peaceful Ways

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

How to see the 12-31-41

stars; away from the

roaring town or as

Francis of Assisi saw them:
%%

(Continuing from yesterday:
Quoting McGroarty further:
“What life may be like in those
celestial spheres opens wide
more doors for conjecture and
imagination, Shall we find there
the green pastures and the still
waters pictured in the song of
David and throbbed down the
ages from the strings of his gold-

en harp? Will there be forests
and green valleys? Most of all,
sghall we meet again those whom
we have loved and lost?

“If we can by faith or reason
or in any other way bring our-
selves to believe all this, then,
verily, death has been robbed
of victory and the grave of its
sting.

e T

“In the face of it this little
fleeting life on earth will not
concern us much. We can take
its thrusts and bludgeonings with
complacency. Sickness, heart-
aches, disappointments, want
and hunger, what can they mat-
ter gince the great change awaits
us? The great change that comes
soon though we linger here the
span of a century of years.

T s T

“These are the things the
preachers say, things that they
get out of the Bible. But, they
also are the things that any man
could and should say to himself
if he makes use of the mind that
was bestowed upon him when
he was born. It is not just
something for pious men to con-
template, not solely the preroga-
tive of saints and people of and
in religion, but for every man
who, though he is sure of noth-
ing else, is sure he wil some day
die.

* “Sure that sometime, sooner
or later, he will lie down with
dusty death, the great change
facing him, welcoming it or
dreadihg it, depending on what
manner of man he has been. It is

simply an exercise of common
sense.
b T T

“We get back to Francis and
the stars on that still night with
only the waters of Trasimeno to
separate him from the noisy
world that was as noisy then as
it is now.

“We know who Francis was
and what he was. No other whol-
ly human being ever wrought
such changes in the hearts and
souls of men as he wrought. He
disdained the rich patrimony
that his opulent father burned to
bestow upon him, gave his fine
raiment to a beggar, took the
‘Lady Poverty’ for bride and

Today’s Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

A good suggestion I heard
made this week was to plan next
spring's vegetable garden dur-
ing the winter before the spring
gardening urge overtakes one
with its inevitable urge to plant
entirely too much.

The garden should be planned
so that there is no waste of
space, of materials or of fertil-
izer. Remember just what was
most enjoyable and most useful
during the past year.

This really holds true to or-
namental gardening, too. If you
make your plans on paper as I
have been urging and then stick
to it as closely as you should to
your defense-stamp - purchasing
schedule, you will find that your
garden is much more successful.

The asparagus fern should be
given a rich soil and an abun-
dance of water. It thrives in a
comparatively warm room. The
plant must be given perfect
drainage and toward spring,
when new growth begins, give
it a little top dressing of well
decomposed manure.

You may have to take a little
of the top soil out of the plant
to add a new mixture of the fer-
tilizer, compost and garden soil.
For a top dressing, use one-third
soil, and one each of the decom-
posed manure and the leafmold.

went upon the highways and by-
ways of the world a wanderer
and mendicant. Recorded history,
religious or profane, hugs him
to its heart as no other man ever
was. He heard voices and saw
visions, was joyous singing can-
ticles, and happy as the day was
long."”

: L T

So ends the McGroarty article.
The Californians who are history
minded have occasion to think a
great deal more of Francis of As-
sisi than do Oregonians who
pay attention to the facts of his-
tory.

San Francisco gets its name
from that saint. California was
started toward greatness by the
Franciscan fathers and their fol-
lowers who established the “old
missions,” the 21 establishments
reaching, a horseback day’s
journey apart, from San Diego,
city of the sun, to Sonoma in
the valley of the seven moons.”

(Concluded tomorrow.)

“Then what have you got the
wind up for?" Horton leaned
forward, holding the other's
eyes with his. “Come on, Huff!™
he said. “What did you tell
him?”

The ex-coanvict swallowed. “I
... 1 didn't . .." He broke off

room. Well, sir,”
he went on misbérably, “the fact
of the matter is, I was canned—
a bit drunk—at the time.”

“And you don't know what
you said?” added Horton. “Huff,
you're a confounded fool.”

“Lumme, Mr. 'orton, sir, you
don’t think I'd go shootin’' me
mouth, do yer?

“Yes, 1 do.”

“But I eross me ‘eart that I
never said . . . "

“You don't know what you
said," Horton sneered. “Get
back to your place and stay put.
If I catch you round this house
again, I'll kick you from here
to Ipswich.”

Huff shuffled from the room,
crossed the small garden, and
emerged through a side gate
into a grassy lane. He did not
look where he was going and
tripped over a small terrier,
swore, and missed a kick at the
dog.

“I shouldn't do that again if
I were you" warned a cold
voice behind him. “If you kick
my dog I shall certainly kick
you.”

Huff turned, his rat face an-
xious. “Why, Mr. Blaydes-
Steele, sir,” he exclaimed. “No
offense meant, I'm sure. But
thought that there pup was
goin' to bite me leg.”

“You surprise me, Huff!™
said Yves, wondering what the
hospital assistant was doing at
Vine Cottage with its new ten-
ant.

“Well,” spoke Huff awkward-
ly. “Good night, sir.”

“ "Night," said Yves, staring
after the little man's retreating
figure with eyes narrowed, spec-
ulative. . . .

. . L ] L]

Back in the sitting room of
Vine Cottage, Horton sat in
frowning silence. Huff had only
proclaimed what was patently
obvious to the other. The little
crook was badly frightened and
a frightened man was danger-

and Sir John Meredith learned
that Henry Muff was directly
involved in the assault case. Of
course, Sir John could not en-
tirely rule out coincidence. Dur-
ing a long police career, Mare-
dith had made enemies, as was
inevitable. It was just possible
that this attempt upon his life,
in which Simms had been mere-
ly the instrument, had tbteen
prompted by one of the many
men whom Meredjth had sent
to prison. ’

Beef was scornful of that
theofy. “Lumme, Sir John, not
everl the long arm of coinci-
dence could stretch that .far
Why, it all hooks up so neat”

“It certainly seems to," Mere-
dith agreed. “The puzzling thing
about the whole layout, Beef.
is the W:rland angle. Always
supposing that Simms’ attack on
me was planned by the de Vas-
signac crowd, it means quite
definitely that Huff is in the
show. That's the third person
in Weyland whom we know, or
can guess, to be in touch with
the other side. There's this bird
Huff, the gallant ex-captain,
Philip Horton, and Norma Hail-
ey or bailey, whom we may con-
Jecture to be in it from the re-
port of that telephone conver-
sation sent in by the special
branch at Paul's. You remember,
Beef, that Horton said over the
‘phone to Madame de Vassignae
that ‘Norma' turmned up at the
house on his srrival?

(To be continued)
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