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Labor Showdown Near

John L. Lewis is an isolationist with all the
trisnmings. . . He talks the fascist-leftist lan-
guage of Wheeler, Nye—and Hitler; dismissing
Britain’s struggle as the dying convulsions of a
greedy plutocracy. . . Lewis has therefore no

reason at all for supporting the administration's
program and every reason to sabotage it. . But
last year's sabotage nearly ended his career.
To conduct his war with the president and the
president’s foreign policy in such a way as to
restore his own fortunes was Lewis's most
pressing problem, and the captive-mine dis-
pute offered the best possible answer to it. That
his conduct in this disptue might endanger the
American labor movement by arousing public
Indignation and encouraging anti-strike legis-
lation was probably not a matter of serious
concern to Mr. Lewis.—Freda Kirchwey in The
Nation. :

Patriotic sentiments echoed throughout the
land, from rostrums and over the ether waves,
- on Armistice day. On the cold gray dawn of the
morning after, the nation awoke to harsh and
distressing realities.

That some Americans were making person-
al capital of the national emergency was not
news on Wednesday; it merely was something
which could almost be forgotten on a patriotic
holiday, then leaped back into national con-
sciousness with resounding violence accentuated
by the contrast.

Wednesday's events however were such that
they scarcely needed that artificial aid. High
officials of the five operating rallway brother-
hoods ordered their 350,000 members to strike
December 7 for the 30 per cent pay increases
which a presidential fact-finding board has
deemed unjustified. The board has recommend-
ed increases averaging 7% per cent.

The brotherhoods chiefs met in Chicago.
Meeting there at the same time were the heads
of 14 non-operating brotherhoods, seeking to de-
termine what action they might take in their
share of the same general dispute, Their deci-
sion up to late Wednesday afternoon had not
been announced. There were reasons for ex-
pecting that it might be contrary to that of the
operating brotherhoods. Non-operating work-
ers were recommended by the same presiden-
tial fact-finding board for increases of 9 cents
an hour. These workers are not so highly paid
as the men who operate the trains and 9 cents
is, for some of them, a 25 per cent boost; on the
average it amounts to 13% per cent. They also
are offered a week's vacation with pay. It was
assumed recently that for one or two cents more,
these unions would have been willing to settle
without invoking the mediation process.

So, strictly on the pros and cons of their
own case, this group of unions might be expect-
ed now to make peace with management. But—
they may be somewhat in the position of Fin-
land, if you get what we mean.

Wednesday's news also brought into the
foreground a new crisis in the captive coal mine
dispute with one facet threatening disaster to
the entire mediation system which has been
functioning with some success. CIO members of
the defense mediation board resigned in pro-
test against its adverse recommendation upon
the union shop demand in this particular dis-
pute. If they persist in this holdout and other
CIO officials join in refusing to give that or-
ganization representation, the while, as threat-
ened, CIO unions in general decline the board’s
services—well, the general labor situation, now
all but unbearable, will be worse, which means
that it will be unbearable.

Yet in all this there is one ray of hope. 1f
the situation does become unbearable, some-
thing will be done about it. That something will
not be pleasing to those sections of labor which
&re just now “on the make” nor perhaps even
to organized labor as a whole. But the above-
quoted analysis by the editor of the ultra-liberal
magazine Nation, is indicative of the clarity
with which the general public including labor’s
sincere friends are now coming to see the prob-
lem.

When public dpinion, the president’s per-
sonal bias based upon the events of the 1940
campaign and John L. Le vis’ defection at that
time, and the clear necessities of the national
emergency all point in the same direction, it
may be expected that the indicated action will
be forthcoming. No one who sees the problem
In its entirety, clearly, will like that action—
Bot even the most selfish “economic royalist.”
It will be bad all around, but apparently it will
be necessary. And when it come®~we wonder
if due “‘credit” will be given where it belongs;
with John L. Lewis, whose viewpoint is defin-
able though indefensible, and with the heads
of the railway brotherhoods, whose viewpoint
we fail to fathom.

Response to Public Opinidn

Incredulity was this department’s first re-
action to the proposal that the city’s ban on pin-
ball machines be removed. We simply could not
believe that a majority of the city council would
deliberately invite the immediate criticism ani
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“Armistice” in France -

. Little attention was paid so far as we ob-
served, on Armistice day to the fact that in
France, another “armistice” has succeeded the
one which Americans have been celebrating for
23 years. Quite appropriately, Frenchmen in
France did not celebrate the 1918 armistice this
year—but not precisely for the reason that they
have a new one superseding ﬁ\: They—except
for a few fascists and even their case it is
doubtful—have no ‘occasion to celebrate the
new armistice. They would be glad even now to
celebrate the one which marked their victory,
along with that of the United States, Britain and
a dozen or more other nations, over the Hohen-
zollern menace and which ended the invasion
and devastation of their soil, away back there.

But Frenchmen in France were not per-
mitted to celebrate on November 11. They had
strict ordérs against any demonstration relating
to the day’s significance. Those who have sold-
ier dead of the 1914-'18 period buried on French
soil—and nearly all have—were forbidden to
decorate or even visit those graves.

Permission to visit a grave and shed a tear
over it is just a little thing, unimportant to some
who sincerely mourn but fail to associate the
mortal remains with the remembered loved one.
Of most Europeans including Frenchmen how-
ever, this dissociation is not typical. The priv-
ilege of weeping in a cemetery means a great
deal to them. Still, perhaps it is just a little
thing. One of the many little things which make
it certain that this armistice in France will not

endure. Bitter mamories, bitter resentment will _

outlast it.

1941 Motion Picture Award = - «'

Bits for Breakfast
“Television, the mnewest home entertainment Its or rea as

industry, stands in the shadow of priorities,”
says Wall Street Journal. If there is anything
that should stand in the shadow during this
emergency, we nominate television.

The priorities director has decreed a cur=
tailment of 17.3 per cent in production of do-
mestic washers and ironers. Presently a badge
of patriotism will be the dirty shirt,

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 12:-Kurusu is not car-
rying a peace plan in his portfolio, or in his hat.

The proper authorities have been forewarned
privately from Tokio not to
credit popular rep orts. The
leading career man of the Jap-
anese diplomacy was sent here,
they say, to become a second
ambassador to Admiral Nomura
for an indefinite period. They
are merely to see what they
can do.

Kurusu's visit is being pre-
ceded by what might be called
a barrage of peace plans, all of
which are coming, however,
through the unpredictable
Japanese press. All have been
impossible because they sought
our withdrawal from the far-east and our complete
abandonment of the Chinese. A friendly under-
standing with Japan will be impossible until Tokio
fully realizes that her plan of conquests and her
axis partnership have both collapsed. That may be
a long time,

Paul Mallom

Note: War rumors have been flying here fast-
erthanthepucereports—andbiuer. Chinese
quarters prefer to believe the one that we will open
hostilities within 90 days in a naval campaign al-
ready being organized with the British. No solid
basis for such an expectation can be found.

Floyd Odlum has found that helping little bus-
iness is a big business, perhaps too big. He quietly
submitted to Donald Nelson, the defense director, a
program whereby a certain percentage of raw ma-
terials would be allocated to small business before
Ihebigﬂrmngetthein-Smneuy!ch,meny
3 pct. for firms employing 20 men or less. Odlum’s
idea was that these materials would enable many
small business firms to continue their present trade
lines until next June, or turn gradually to defense
tems.

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Some day a paved road 11-13-41

will join Cape Horn with

the Americas, and then on

through Asia, Europe, Africa:
T N

(Continuing from yesterday:)
“Unfortunately in the past the
road, as purely a peace time so-
cial and economic project, suf-
fered from the fact that it not
only was involved in political
manipulation but from the fact
likewise that the resources of
sparsely settled British Columbia
and the Yukon Territory would
not permit these areas to ini-
tiate so ambitious a project.

B T

“Now, during the war time,
the project continues to suffer
from political manipulation, dis-
agreements between engineers
representing the Canadian and
American governments who now
lock upon the road as a coopera-
tive venture, and between the
so-called prairie provinces of Al-
berta and Saskatchewan which
are asking to have the routing
changed completely and to ex-
tend it northward to Alaska via
Edmonton and the Peace River
rather than -along the general
line through British Columbia
which has been consistently urg-
ed since the very conception of
the road.
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“Many of these complications,
it now seems, will be arbitrarily
and sternly resolved, for the
Canadian and United States gov-
ernments both have come to re-
alize that the American Burma
road is an essential element in
the defense of Alaska, Western
Canada and the United States.
In this respect en editorial writ-
er in the Vancouver Daily Pro-
vince a few days ago cogently
observed:

“‘It is manifestly hard to keep
the discussion of this point out
of politics, in the narrow sense,
but-what ought to be axiomatic
in the discussion is that it MUST

flicting IMMEDIATE INTER-
ESTS OF LOCALITIES.
L e
“‘It is also clear that if this
road is to be built during the
war it can only be justified as a
defense project. Neither Canada

men and money for
unless it can be shown
for the joint de-

route of a road through Cana-
dian territory into Alaska should
be chosen with an eye single to
its value as a strategic highway,
and the choice of it is almost ex-
clusively the concern of the
military engineers of the two
countries,

T T
“*‘And the politicians of both
countries should have sense

enough and patriotism enough to
ingist® that that is how the job
is to be done.’

“The Alaskan highway was

‘first given official catchet in

Canada during the regime of
Conservative Premier Simon
Frasier Tolmie in 1928. He en-
dorsed it enthusiastically and
worked for it energetically durd
ing his tenure, but, as seems to
be the custom in all bi-party de-
mocracies, endorsement of the
Conservative party inevitably
resulted in criticism of the pro-
ject by the Lberal party. With
the election of the present Liber-
al Premier, T. D. Pattullo, the
Alaska highway found a sup-
porter equally as ardent as Dr.
Tolmie, but the blessings of the
Liberals now has resulted in a
reversal of attitude by the Con-
servatives. A further deterring
influence has been the attitude
of the Dominion government at
Ottawa, which has sniffed at
the road as an expensive and
fantastically ambitious project of
dubious social and economic
promise.
T 5

“As early as 1930 the first
Canadian - American Alaskan
highway commission was ap-
pointed, with official status, to
study the possibilities of the
road. This commission reported
favorably on the project. Sub-
sequen similar commissions
have likewise approved it.

“In 1939 the most recent Am-
erican and Canadian Alaska
highway commission were again
appointed, the former being
headed by Congressman Warren
G. Magnusson of W,
and the latter by Charles Stew-
art of Ottowa.
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“The American commission
made further surveys, brought
together additional data and pre-

sented a preliminary favorable
report to the Secretary of State
on May 8 last. The need for the
Alaskan road became increas-
ingly evident. The Germpns
were marching on Russia and
the war clouds were heavy over
the Pacific.,

“Yet the Canadian commission
made no report. Congressman
Anthony D. Dimond of Alaska
desperately viewing the increas-
ingly precarious position of his
constituency, on July 8 Ilast
charged the Canadian dominion
government with ‘stalling, de-
laying and procrastinating’ in
negotiations for the Alaska road.
(Should say Dimond, territorial
delegate in the U.S. Congress.)

T %%

“Dimond's charges brought ra-
pid action,

“Within a week the Canadian
commission issued a provisional
report.”

(Continued tomorrow.)

“Emerald Embassy”

At five minutes to nine Mr.
Blaydes-Steele’s car was brought
from the garage. At nine pre-
cisely he appeared beneath the
front porch, looking extremely
distinguished in his perfectly cut
mormning coat. As Yves switched
on the engine and gently pressed
the accelerator pedal, the big,
yellow car woke to roaring,
snarling life. One moment it was
stationary before the front door
and the next it was out of sight
down the drive.

“ I hope he'll drive more care-

fully coming back,” sald Lady
Lanchester, watching from the
window of her husband's bed-
room.
A streak of yellow lightning
flashed past the Meredith dining-
room windows and the next
second came the staccato bellow
of the car’s horn. Sir John flung
open the front door and stood re-
garding Yves Blaydes - Steele
non-committally.

“Good morning, my man,” said
Yves. “Would you tell Sir John
Meredith, Mr. Blaydes-Steele is
here?”

Meredith said nothing. One
eye-brow went up slightly. That
was all. Mr Blaydes-Steele gave
an exaggerated start of surprise
and said, “Good lord, old boy!
So sorry. Didn't recognise you in
those clothes. Thought you were
the butler.”

“Would you like to come in
and have a cup of coffee?” sug-
gested Meredith. It'd give me an
opportunity to poison you.”

“No time for either,” res-
ponded Yves and so Meredith

bustled into the yellow car which -

swung once more down the drive
and snarled away down the Col-
chester road. They were nearing
London before Yves ventured to
mention the murder of Ambrose
Pennyfeather. Sir John listened
in silence and having then put a
few pertinent questions, sat in
thought. Then he asked, “How
would it be,Yves if we were to

By FRANCIS GERARD
Chapter 4 Continued :‘megwnd!-lmmn
said Yves. “I forgot bit”
to tel B~ He wentinte the  “Capitoll” agresd Yves cheer-
hall and picked up the telephone  fully.
receiver. “John? Yves here.” “Of course,” asserted Meredith,

“I have mno official standing?
How are you going to square
things with . .. ™

“That’s all right, John. That's
all arranged.”

“Tell me a little bit about
Pennyfeather.™

hospital. You tell me that's im-
possible. Murder for revenge
won't dpply if you're right about
his having had no enemies. Mur-
der for freedom doesn”t enter

ployment. Mind you, I'm talking
theoretically at the moment [
may find, when I get down to
it, that Hogbin is desperately in
love with some woman — to
whom the old gentleman object-
ed and—"

“He could have left Penny-
feather's employment” inter-
rupted Yves.

*“True. But would he have re-
tained his legacy?

“It's a point,” conceded Blay-
des-Steele. “But if you knew
Hogbin, you'd know that you
could rule that motive out too.”

“Then what the devil's lefi*”
asked Meredith.

“Nix, old man! That's why we
hoped you'd take hand”™

The first lovely sweep of the
Downs loomed as the big car
was movine along at a smooth
sixty.

Soon thereafter they were mo-
toring between lofty stone gate-
posts one of which bore the leg-
end “Paddock” and the other
“Wood."

The house which annually
sheltered the hereditary ruler of
Sulungu and his suite proved
to be a large, modern house in
what is described as “Queen
Anne style.”

That they were expected wag
evident for the big front doos
was open and outside it stood
no less than sgix little meg
dressed in spotless white, theis
fattish faces coffee-coloured.

(To Be Continued)

Radio Programs

KESLM—THURSDAY—1399 Kec,
6:30—Sunrise Salute.
T:00—News in Brief.
7:05—0ld Favorites.
;m—gews.

“45—Henry King's Orchestra.
B:30—News, -
BA4S—Mid-Morni Matinee.
9:00—Pastor's Camlf
9:15—Popular Music.

9 :45—Melody Mart.

10:00—The World This Morning.
10:15—rPescription for Happiness.
10:30—Women in the News.

Cross,
2:00—News Brevities.
2:05—Musical Miniatures.
2:15—US Army.
2:30—WIll Bradley's Orchest.
2:45—Vocal Varieties,
3:00—Concert Gems

400—Popular Music.

4:15—News.

4:30—Teatime Tunes.

5 ty Row.
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;':gs—xn Facts.

: Orchestra.
7:30—Jimmy Allen.

800 World

8: Five. ~
8:30— Music
8:45—World's Most Honored Mu-
9:00—News Tabloid,
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n
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e stadoms. Any
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10:30—Ed Stoker's Music.

10:45—Unliversity Explaorer,

11:00—Etchings in Brass.

11:30—Organ Rhythms.

ll:‘b——[ntu]udo.ﬂdntu Midnight.
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l.u——ﬂmDA'l'—llﬂ Ke.

. of the Dawn.
700 Wassers. Agricioas
"l:ls—-h.mcn
8.15—Viennese

1o:15—m.—mnw- Live.
11 00—Current
11:15—Hotel Taft
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EALE-THURSDAY—I33 Ke.
:ﬂ-—lm Timekeeper,
1515-—m’

7:30—Memory Timekseper

:a—m‘ Melody,
H’UI Pm

8:15Breakfast Club.

830 News

9:00—John B. H .
9:15—The Woman's Side of the News.

9:30—This & That.
gia—-nm Farreil.
u:il-—l'll Find Way.
1}«‘-0:-:-1‘ Gems.
AS—Luncheon Concert.
B At
12:55— News.
1

1:

:':ls—-mn .- - W
=-Hlullnl Education Weel
4:30—Casey Jones, jr.
4:45—Orphan Annie
£ Allen,




