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“No Favor sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
“ From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN.PUBLISHING CO.

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, President

Member of The Associated Press

mmumumm-uuuhhnmmua_
news dispatches credited to It or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

Nails and Doorknobs

The mere suggestion, voiced by Coordina-
for Ickes, that they might be denied motor fuel
for Sunday pleasure trips, some weeks ago had
easterners in a ferment. One may well judge
that for the violence of this reaction, Mr. Ickes
had largely his own pre-established reputation
#s a mischievous boat-rocker to blame. For the
American public had earlier been thoroughly
conditioned to the idea of sacrifice—particular-
ly sacrifice of non-essentials—in the interests
of national defense,
That judgment is strengthened by more
recent events; for the public appears, to date,
to be accepting practically in stride the definite
and infinitely more serious order that has come
tions board—roughly to the effect that all
down from the Supply, Priorities and Alloca-
building and construction, however large or
small, must come to a halt unless it is definitely
related to national defense or is necessary “for
the safety, health and welfare of the general
public.”
Nails and doorknobs—just to mention some
typical materials that go into the less preten-
tious construction projects—are the factors that
inspired this sweeping SPAB order. Steel, cop-
per, brass, bronze, aluminum are the principal
materials this agency hopes, to conserve.
There is, to be sure, to some degree a short-'
age of construction labor but.it is not so critical
as t» prevent this order from forcing “priorities
unemployment” upon an estimated million and
one-half of such workers. There is no serious
shortage of lumber nor of the other non-metal-
. lic materials that go into buildings; three mil-

ion workers engaged in production of such ma-
terials likewise will be victims. Among them will
be a considerable number of woods and sawmill
workers in the Pacific Northwest; for lumber
orders had already slacked off seriously in Sep-
tember due to the uncertainty of private con-
struction and defense construction’s inability to
absorb output of the volume that has recently
prevailed.

For some figures bearing upon the need
for such a policy, it Is related that construction
of all types in 1941 will cost in this country 11
billion dollars, equal to the highest levels ever
reached, back in 1928 and 1927. Of this volume,
Jess than 5 billion represents defense construc-
tion. All this building will require 13,800,000
tons of steel, non-defehse construction taking
about six million tons. SPAB estimates that its
order will cut this last item in half; an an-
nouncement which incidentally helps to clarify
the intent of the order. It suggests that the
agency does not intend to turn down all re-
quests for non-defense building permits, though
it may approve only certain vital public pro-
Jects and in those cases, strenuously urge the
wuse of substitutes, such as concrete rather than
steel pipe.

Construction of all trpes has employed
2,400,000 men on the average but the peak re-
eently reached is 3,100,000, of whom only
1,200,000 have been working on defense pro-
Jects. This latter number will not be greatly
increased next year; those now” employed in
non-defense construction which must cease,
will be “out of luck.” ,

That may afford a .faint notion of the dis-
Jocation that is threatened. There are of course
some compensations. Prices of building ma-
terials and other construction costs have ad-
vanced to the point at whicK private construc-
tion is already seriously discouraged. And if
private construction virtually halts now, there
will be an aggravated need for such construc-
tion to cushion that post-war letdown most
people are dreading.

This order nevertheless serves to emphasize
more than anything that has preceded it, the
need to spread defense industry and defense

Among the communities that need to fight
the last-mentioned danger, is Salem.

It Won’t Be Long Now

It's a battle to the death over there around
Moscow—and what is there that can be said
about it that may be authoritative and enlight-
ening? The time for making predictions, and if
it suits you, for placing bets, is before the open-

Likewise, heretofore the time for political
battles has been the lull between military
‘battles. There are rumors of peace negotiations
now, at the height of the military battle. These
rumors are darkly foreboding. All along Amer-
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being told emphatically that it's in the bag at
Moscow, and the Tokyo admirers of the nazl
system are disposed to believe it. Still, some
equally sympathetic souls in Rome believed a
similar story 17 months ago and now they are
terribly in distress,

Yet there is almost equal distress—though
totally different in its nature—in the British
Isles; the distress of frustration, of knowledge
that Britain’s battle is being lost or won around
Moscow and that Britishers are in no position
to help. There is clamor for invasion of the
continent, anger that no such invasion, hqw-
ever immediately futile, has been tried. But for
the purposes of this immediate crisis, it is too
late for that; too late for “material aid” from
Britain or America. This one, the once-de-
spised Reds will have to weather for them-
s~ 7e8,

It won't be long now.

Happens Every Day

He might have been a traveling salesman,
the manager of a branch store, a big city news-
paper's correspondent in a smaller town—it's
happened to lots of them. He might have been
any fellow whose job Is not performed under
anyone's immediate supervision.

He slipped away for a few evenings of gay
“relaxation” under the bright lights without
getting the boss’s permission. The boss got wise
and fired him. It happens every day.

But this particular “he” happened to be
president of Panama. The bright lights were in
Havana, and in slipping away he left Panama
soil. His boss—the people of Panama acting
through other government officials—didn't
have to fire him but his work hadn't been ex-
actly satisfactory, and this was a good excuse.

Since the principal item of dissatisfaction
was his pro-nazi attitude, as exemplified for
example in an impending refusal to permit the
arming of American ships temporarily under
Panamanian registry, people in the United
Stats are not going to be indignant about it al-
though, as a general rule, they are disosed to
sympathize in such cases.

Stewart Views
Washington Scene

By CHARLES P. STEWART

Due to Paul Mallon's {liness, the Washington column
of Charles P, widely-recognized news anal is
%ﬂh‘!!mt@d temnporarily. The Statesman is p!
::ad-n. h'.ll‘trhq;'pu ch l:ubo .b‘l:‘zounmunu rmt;tg
of the Mallon column.

Unless Pennsylvania's legislature redistricts
the state before 1942's congressional election day,
one big party or the other stands to make a for-
midable, killing there in the matter of "seats in the
next national house of representatives.

Several state redistrictings are in order in-
variably, after each succeeding countrywide census,
because, with shifting populations, it always hap-
pens that a census shows a state here and there
to have lost a little in the represeitatorial strength
it'’s entitled to in Washington, with a few others
gaining correspondingly. This calls for a readjust-
ment of the boundaries of its congressional dis-
tricts by the legislature of each of such states. Or
else—or else what?

Well, suppase a state has, say, ten congress-
men, chosen by their respective districts, and sup-
pose that statetgains a congressman, but doesn't
redistrict itself. In that event if continues to elect
its original ten by districts, as before, but the
eleventh is elected at large—that is, by the whole
state, like a senator.

There usually are at least two, or three con-
gressmen at large on Capitol Hill ,.nd occasionally
a state, which ha- grown rapidly and been derelict
in redistricting, has more than one.

Two Lost in Discard

But suppose a state, with a congressman at
large, having fallen a bit behind in its proportion-
ate population growth, loses a seat, but doesn't re-
district. That state simply has its congressman at
large lopped off. Some years ago Illinois and Ohio
actually did lose a congressman apiece, but each
bad two at large, and one of each went into the
discard, their pair of delegations remaining other-
wise unchanged. It was rather painful for the con-
gressmen who were cancelled, but didn't make

However, suppose a state with no congressman
at large loses a seat and doesn't redistrict. Then
that state's whole delegation is chosen at large at
the next election.

Such is Pennsylvania's fix at present—unless
it redistricts, which it doesn’t act like doing.

Last year we had a census. Under it the Quaker
state is cut from 34 to 33 representatorial seats in
Washington. It hasn't a congressman at large, but
if it fails to redistrict, it'll have all 33 at large next
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Just Another “Mississippi Bubble” to Them—or Is It?

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

California's poet laureate 10-12-
tells of &8 worried friend who
wanted to believe in God, and
the way his friend was convinced

= % %

(Continued from yesterday:)
Still quoting from the McGroaty
column:

“ ‘Be it as it may, I am going
to keep on praying, consciously
or unconsciously, as all who feel
and think must do. This is not
meant blasphemously. My soul,
if I have one, is as hungry as

yours.'
%%

& I you could only say some-
thing that would quiet our re-
bellious questioning,” says the
letter. A wish expressed by one
layman to another. Neither of
us clothed with sacerdotal func-
tion or authority. Neither of us
theologians.

“Just one ordinary man con-
tacting another ordinary man
concerning the most profound
and most important questions
that possibly affect any man.
Does God exist? Is there a God?
If so what is the nature of God?
Is there a hereafter? Is the
human soul | immortal?

T %N

“These are the inquiries that
disturb the soul of the man who
wrote the letter, an obviously
sincere man seeking peace from
doubts that harass him.

“He is not alone in his un-
happiness. There are many like

TRAFFIC
TIPS av0 QUIPS

him in the world, and it is not
easy for a layman to say that
‘something’ for which he pleads,
He also is obviously an intelli-
gent man whom mere tradition
or faith transmitted to and ac-
cepted by a childish mind at a
parent’s knee does not satisfy.

= % %

“This man was in the
predicament as a man I
who solved this problem
himself. He wanted to believe
God but could not bring himself
to do so.

“He was restless and disquiet-

4

ed like one who'ihad ﬂ,ﬁ

until, at last, he learned of a
Being who once trod the dusty
roads of Galilee 2000 years ago
and whose life is fully record-
ed. He read the records as set
forth7in the New Testament of
the Bible—the Gospels as writ-
ten by Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, the Acts of the Apostles
and the Epistles, particularly the
Epistles of Paul.
b T T ™

“Wonderful stories he found
them to be, but he was not sat-
isfied. Is there any truth in
them, are they merely mythical,
fairy tales, ingemious literary
centrivances like those written
by Grimm and Aesop? That's
what he wanted to' Jnow, and”
s0 he applied himself diligent-
ly to know.

“He turned to what is called
‘profane’ history, which iIs to
say history written by secular
scholars laying no claims to ‘di-
vine inspiration,’ scholars inter-
ested solely in ascerfaining
facts. From them he found the
New Testament to be a compi-
lation. of fully authenticated
documents, Jesus of Nazareth
precisely identified by compe-
tent witnesses, the record of His
career as fully authenticated as
is that of George Washington,
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the column of John Steven Mec-
Groarty. The poet laureate of
California has written a great
deal setting forth the glories of
our coast, and especially of the
California part of it, “stretch-
ing down the middle of the
world.”

The next two or more issues
of this column will be devoted

to some ouistanding samples of
California’s beloved poet laur-
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Sur Months From Site to Production
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

David came to, some hours
later, in Fan Rubley’'s bed. He
fought silk cushions, taffeta ruf-
fles and a doll, before he knew
where he was. He tossed a chill-
ed cloth off his eyes, and glared
around him,

Fan stood by the bed. She

party. But Garrison had seemed

the silken covers of Fan's bed.
One of her ridiculous boudoir
dolls fell on the rug. His mind
wasn't clear. They must have
given him a drug:

ESLM-—SUNDAY—1390 Kec. .::n- schedules are Y
8:30—Melodic tons noted by listemers are
_ 9:00—Vaoice of Tomorrow. changes made by the statioms
.w Swing. out metice to this cewspaper.
l= Reveries. '
1100 —Amerioan Luihersn Church,  18:00—Coltmbia Qreh
gm;‘ las—nnny Hour.
2:30—Joe ‘s Orchestra. 4:15—Willlarn Wallace.
:m—wm Serenade. :HII'I-
4 Orchestra. Gm the Alr,
4 Swing. §:55—Eimer Davis, News.
:a—-'mm'- Headlines. =ﬁ-—‘hh or Leave It
8:15—Sacred Music. _9:30-Helen Hayes.
: - Arlas, 8:00—Crime
y ; z.nﬂ-. 9
Iﬂ-—'ﬁ Headlines.
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