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“No Pavor sways Us, No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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W not War

Obligingly, Berlin has confessed—if that is
& good ward for it—that the submarine which
fired torpedoes at an American destroyer was
German. It is a grim relief to know this, for in
connection with somewhat similar incidents,

* clear-seeing Americans have always had in the
back of their minds, and fanatical isolationists
have had on the tips of their tongues, the suspi-
cion that Englishmen in their frantic need of
gllids might manufacture such an incident—
such are the terrible compulsions of war.

So the Wheelerifes are denied the oppor-
tunity to raise such a question in this case. The
Germans have simultaneously provided them
with a version which is not quite as plausible;
that the American destroyer was the aggressor
and that the U-boat released its torpedoes in
self-defense and in ignorance of the destroyer’s
nationality. It is less plausible because, rather
than suspicions to be evaluated after the man-
per 'of “circumstantial evidence,” we have
merely the word of the nazis against the word
of our own president and our own navy; a con-
flict involving only the “credibility of witness-
#8.” On that basis our judgment is not difficult.
If against the proven worthlessness of the nazis’
word we fail to believe our president and our
navy, then this nation is a sorry mess.

That matter disposed of, we may take note
that in 'our progressive identification with this
war we have passed another milepost. The Ger-
mans have fired upon our naval forces and we
have answered with our own guns. There has
been shooting—but even yet there is not “shoot-
ing war."” The differentiation has nothing to do
with the fact that no blood has been spilled. It
would be much the same if there had been cds-
ualties on one side or both.

This !is the result which we recognized as
inevitable when our patrols were extended far
out into the Atlantic. The president took the
risk without consulting public opinion, but no
one's eyes were closed to the probabilities.

The navy's eyes are not closed to anything.
In the jargon of the prize ring, it has been
warned to “protect itself at all times.” And
there is no limit to the number of such incidents,
nor their seriousness, which may occur while
yet we remain nominally at peace with Ger-
many. The initiative for formal war still rests
with Hitler,

Such incidents a% this, and the potentiality
of similar incidents in the orient where our
tankers carry supplies to the Russians, may

. however serve to awaken the American people
to the precariousness of their situation, better
than any presidential message. We are so close
to war that we can already hear the guns.

Education in 1941

School bells, even those few that are still
in working order, will not ring for another
week, so it may appear that we are “rushing the
season.” But going to school or not going to
school is not a matter to |be decided on the
morning of school opening day..

Education is an individual problem, a com-
munity problem, a national problem and a
world problem. From whichever aspect it is
viewed, it presents this September issues pecu-
liar to the times. To the mind of the male youth
it poses the question, “Why go to school when
every circumstance of life, including life itself,
Is so uncertain? Or more bluntly, as it actually
was put to the present writer under compara-
ble conditions 24 years ago, “Why bother about
college when a year from now your bones may
be bleaching on a hillside somewhere?”

That of course is a question answered more
readily than the one facing Polk county farm-
ers whose lands may be bought as part of the
cantonment site; the question of preparing for
another year’s crops. There is no harm in plant-
ing a crop, and there is no harm in getting an
education—but there is harm in either case in
failing to prepare for a future that must in the
best of circumstances be taken on faith.

The community’s educational problem is a
matter of give and take. That is, it gives some-
thing to youth now and is quite conscious of the
process; it takes something back later and is less
conscious of doing so. "With immediate jobs
pvailable, this reciprocal arrangement is in dan-
ger of contraction; it should be remembered
that the less the community gives, the less it
will eventually receive in return. .

As a national and world problem, educa-
tion is affected just now by the evidences of a
“new world order” in the making. The question
arises, what should be the nature of education
- for that new order, when we are so uncertain of

- its nature? In groping for the answer, we need
recognize that the new order will in turn be

effected by present-day education.
 if one’s study! of world history is broad
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Second, there is President Roosevelt, the chief
executive, who establishes a foreign policy
which a certain group of citizens approves.
Third, there is New Dealer Roosevelt, whose
brand of liberalism delights a group which pre-
ponderantly disapproves his foreign policy. It
is all quite confusing, but the immediate signif-
jcance is that the president's alleged endorse=
ment of the Ickes formula is not likely to cut
much ice in Washington state, which favors
public power but wants home rule, nor in Ore-
gon which is doubtful about public power but
also insists upon home rule,

If any further evidence is needed that Ickes
and home rule are in no way related, we need
but to look at San Francisco, whose citizens
have eight times rejected public distribution of
power though they own the generating facili-
ties at Hetch Hetchy. Now Ickes has obtained a
federal court injunction to estop sale of Hetch
Hetchy power to the private distributor. The

injunction’s effectiveness is deferred until the

people have opportunity to vote November 4
upon “plan nine” for public power. But even
this truce may soon be abrogated, for the San
Francisco chamber of commerce proposes at the
same time a vote on amendment of its “Raker
act” which would permit extension of the pres-
ent arrangement—and that violates an Ickes.
stipulation in connection with the truce.

Fireworks may be expected; plus a prac-
tical demonstration of “democracy” as defined
by Ickes.

To judge from the newspaper accounts and
the appeals broadcast, Lane county has had al-
most as serious a harvest labor problem as Mar-
ion county. Now we read in the Eugene News
that “O. M. Balcom, WPA field representative
from Portland, had promised hop growers the
workers now engaged on 115 WPA projects,
should the need for pickers become more ur-
gent.” The tag line we are tempted to put on-
this item wouldn’t go through the mails.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc., re
production in whole or In part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Sept. 6. —The gasoline short-
age bogey has at last been laid low by the Maloney
committee, but the consumer is not out of the woods

: by a long shot. In fact eastern
auto drivers are going ta pay
through the nose twice for the
alleged shortage if they ‘don't
watch out.

The railroads have shoved
20,000 tank cars right under
the noses of Petroleum Coor-
dinator Ickes and the oil com-
panies, who apparently aren’t
much interested in this method
of moving gasoline. (On Aug-
ust 22 this column said, “The
railroads are claiming 20,000

. tank cars are available.”)

PR Nt In two weeks, according to
the president of the Association of American Rail-
roads, the deficiency can be more than met. But it
is going to cost money, say the oil companies. In
fact they have already informally requested Leon
Henderson to allow them to raise the price of gas-
oline again to cover the use of the tank cars which
are more expensive to operate than tanker ships
and barges. Henderson has intimated that this in-
crease in cost can be tacked on to the motorist's
bill.

What the companies haven't said; what Hen-
derson hasn't said; what even “Honest Harold”
Ickes hasn't said, is that the companies have al-
ready increased the gasoline price enough to pay
twice the added cost of using tank cars. Here are
the figures:

Railroad and oil experts tell me that to get 10
per cent to 20 per cent more gasoline into the east
thgough use of tank cars will add between a quar-
ter and a half cent a gallon to the cost of all gas-
oline sold in the east. But what isn’t generally real-
ized is that the retail price of gasoline has gradu-
ally been upped a whole cent a gallon already. And
what's more, no one has given any adequate justi-
fication for this one cent increase.

Unless Henderson changes his mind, he is go-
ing to disregard it. Reason: The companies comple~
ted their sneak price rise just before the howl went
up from Ickes about a “shortage”; just before Hen-
derson froze the retail price, Slick, eh?

Petroleum Coordinator Ickes is getting his gas-
oline advice from the big oil companies. If you
don't believe it, listen to this. Eight members of the
12-man advisory group for the east, to whom Ickes
presents his problems, are officials of the following
eight companies: Texas Co., Socony Vacuum, Sun
Qil Co., Shell, Standard of New Jersey; Consolida-
ted Oil, American Oil, and Wofford Oil Co, a sub-

Thurman Arnold of the justice department al-
though they wanted it badly.

It hasn’t leaked out yet, but the major com- -

panies are about to surrender in one of the two big
suits Arnold has pending against them,
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September Morn—And With the Ru ssian Winter Coming
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

This is the 87th 9-7-41
state fair, the first

one held in 1854, with
Governor Davis President:
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(Concluding from yesterday:)
“The consideration was the hold-
ing of its annual fairs on the
grounds for 15 years, with o for-
feit condition In case of failure
to do so. It was a warranty
deed. The county had paid all
the debts of the Marion County
Agricultural Society.

“It is evident that the mem-

bers of the Marion county court
(all upstanding, honest pioneers)
were anxious to make sure the
holding of annual fairs here, on
the original grounds.

T

“The consideration in the deed
that the county took from the
Marion County Agricultaral
Society, April 1, 1863, was $1600.

“But the debts listed as taken
over (and assumed) by the
county made a larger total than
that, on their face. Some of
them may have been compro-
mised, or there may have been
payments on some of them that
did not appear in the listing. The
old records do not show; but,
any way, the county warranted
the property as free from in-
cumbrances.

%S

“If the Marion county tax-
payers (of that day) stood for
more than $1800 in assuring the
permanency of annual fairs here,
the overplus has been justified,
many times,

“With all the facts as related
in the two former articles in
this series, the writer assumes
that there was no hiatus in the
holding of the annual fair of the
Marion County Agricultural So-
ciety in 1861, on the original and
present grounds; this assump-
tion being based mostly upon the
fact that the society was still
intact in 1863, when the deed

was made to the county, and in
1864, when the county transfer-
red the property to the Oregon
State Agricultural Society, with
the reservation for the use of it
by the Marion County Agricul-
tural Society when ‘not required
for the use of the Oregon State
Agricultural Society.” ™
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(Also, will the interested
reader please recall what was
said in the Salem Directory of
1871 and of 1872, in its histori-
cal sketch by Rev. L. H. Judson,
when he wrote: “The Society so
far have fulfilled their part of
the contract.” Meaning that fairs
had been held each year, ac-
cording to the contracted agree-
ment, as they had been, accord-
ing to the same RELIABLE au-
thority, since the first one of
1854.) -

Many things in present Oregon
state fairs differ from the pio-
neer ones, and one in particular.
It is 'the comparative scarcity of

. campers of these times. R. C.

Geer, mentioned heretofore in
this series, one of the organizers
of the Marion County Agricul-
tural Society, and its second
president, the first school teach-
er in the Waldo Hills, one of the
organizers of the Republican

party in Oregon, one of the com-
missioners of the Oregon & Cal-
ifornia railroad (present South-
ern Pacific), attended the 1878
Oregon state fair, and wrote a
newspaper article about it
Among many other things, he
said:

“Allow me in a small space in
your paper to describe the Ore-
gon state fair of 1876. It is the
GREAT GALA WEEK FOR

OREGON. Everybody and his
wife, children and friends at-

. tend the fair by TENS QF

THOUSANDS, and CAMP ON
THE FAIRGROUNDS THE EN-
TIRE WEEK. . .

. “The Oregon State Agricul-
tural Society owns nearly 200
acres, . . . and has about half of
‘it fenced, . . . and on each side
iof this enclosure the camp
grounds are located, in beautiful
oak groves, where can be seen
ALL KINDS OF CAMPS, from
a wagon sheet up to the comfori-
able frame house; and all occu-
‘pied by the MOST ENTERPRIS-
ING, GENEROUS, FREE
HEARTED AND HOSPITAEBLE
PEOPLE that it has ever been
my lot to find—and I have lived
clear across the:continent, from
Connectient to Oregon.”
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A good many pioneer Oregon-
ians who lived up to a few years
ago, and some of them still liv-
ing, have told of being present at
that 1878 Oretm state fair. One
of them often said:

“The camp grounds of the

1876 fair, especially at night,
with many hundreds of camp

fires burning, made a sight

.which no one who witnessed

them ever forgot.”

%%

The camp grounds of that day
are now largely taken up with
buildings. The scenes of the
1876 Oregon state fair can nev-
er be witnessed again.

The great crowds who came in
‘their wagons and camped dur-
ing the 18768 state fair did not
dream of the changes that were
coming, with the age of the gas-
oline buggy and thousands of
other modern things.

%%

So, in many ways, the 87th
Oregon state fair, held on the
same grounds, with some added
acres of land, is the best one yet.

And the 88th, next year, should
be better, and the 88th the fol-
Jlowing year still better—and the
90th one in 1944 better yet—and
the centennial one in 1054 very
much better,

meant you any-harm.” His origi-
nal admiration returned. Breanu
was a square guy, and big—"a
big shot,” indeed.

Breanu tapped David on the
shoulder with the handle of his
stick. It wasn't the same stick
which had been shown at the
inquest, David noticed with a
peculiar shock. This one had &
thin gold ring at the elbow bend
of the handle.

“Just to show we're friends,
then,” Breanu pursued, his teeth
white against his olive skin, “I'd
like you and your charming fi-
ancee to dine with Mrs. Rubley
and myself tomorrow, at my
apartment. Or any other night
you prefer.”

Something phoney about this,
David thought. He caught Fan's
eyes again, misty with pain. He
remembered the way Breanu had
looked at Jane. So that was it!
The heel Wwas after Jane!

“No!” David exploded. Muscles
worked in his face; veins drum-
med. “Miss Rider wouldn’t care
to dine with you.”

There was a silence that made
its own sound in the polite air of
the shop. Breanu's eyes shone on

the surface, fathomless behind

his look.

“Perhaps you and Miss Rider
will be glad to dine with me
some day,” he said, and turned
away. Fan went with him.

David stood rigidly where he
was. If Breanu made one more
crack—

But Breanu didn't. Oblivious
to the display around him, he
went up to Slagan, murmured a
few words, walked out with Fan.

Proprietor Slagan, his cheeks
empurpled, motioned to David.
He could hardly speak, as if

since she lashed out at David
before he left for town Monday
nizht:hzehaddﬂmhlmnm

The horn gave rubbery tongue
again, much nearer this time.

- Jane turned swiftly from the

window, and did her hair over
with a few. brush strokes on
either side of its parted brown
waves. She snatched up a brown
beret with an orange tassel; a
checked sport coat. Then she

which was to alter her life.
- L -

Trooper Ed Blagden had ask-
ed permission of Sergeant Wayne
to return Jane's car when th-
experts finished their wvai-
search for clues in the rumble
seat where the body had been
found.

Ed argucd that Jane and Mrs.
Rider weoe obviously innocent
of a crime that had rocked the
county. In its mystery and ab-
sence of motive, you couldn’t pin
a knife murder on two kids like
Jane and her redheaded boy
friend. Thus Blagden staunchly
insisted to his superiors, and the
stony-faced detectives sent from
New York to cooperate with the
state troopers.

He thought of all this, as he
drove the aging coupe at a mild

© thirty from his headquarters ai

Bardonia. A feeling of spring
moved through the September
day. The brilliant maples, the
gold of birches and copper leaves
of oaks were like a supreme
splurge, a flaunting of color to
the evergreens.

The trooper swept from the
highway onto the dirt road. At
least he was giving Jane a
chance. She had her job in the
library. How could she get there
every morning without her bus?

(To be continued)

Radio Programs

KSLM—SUNDAY—1390 Ke,
3 Rhythm.

Reveries.
11:00—American Lutheran Church.
12:00—Sing Strings.
12:30—News Hilites.

2:00—Military Band.
2:30—Pentecostal Church.
3:00—Western Serenade.
3:30—Boy's Town.
4:00—Gypsy's Orchestra.
l:!)—svymphonlc Swing.
5:00—Variety Hall

Serenade.
8:00—The World Tonight.
8:15—The Eton Boys.
:ﬁ—'l‘lnio Time.

:00—News Tabloid,
9:15—Musie at ¢he Console.
$:30—Back Home Hour.

10:00—Dream Time

- KOIN—CBS3—SUNDAY—37¢ Ks.
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