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Logging Ahead

“We look for a continued
growth in the upper river log
traffic from year to year and
there should be a great expan-
slon of forest indusiries all the
down the wvalley and inio
the Roseburg area,” wrote
George F. Cornwall, managing
editor of The Timber, Portland’s
international lumber jourmal, to
The Statesman on August 30.

Announcement came last week
in Salem that the Charles K.
Spaulding Logging company was
epening a new tract of timber
on the Rickreall, which would
double ifs ouput of logs for the
Willameite river iraffic.

The following article and ac-
companying plctures are repro-
duced from the August issue of
Mr. Cormwall's magazine, by
special permission.

By GEORGE F. CORNWALL

Time . was, when virtually the
entire log supply of Portland and
Columbia river sawmills origin-
ated at points below the mouth
of the Willamette. From Deep
river to Vancouver on the Wash-
Ington side and from Young's bay
to Scappoose on the Oregon shore,
A& score or more of railroad log-
ging operations once poured a

- gteady stream of logs into the

waler. Many of these concerns
have passed from the scene and
several of -those remaining are
owned by sawmill companies
which offer fewer logs each year
for the open market.

As the peak of production on
the Columbia passed, logs came
in increasing quantities from the
Tillamook® branch of the Southern
Pacific, a traffic which has since
declined with the removal of the
timber handy to the line and the
great Tillamook fire of 1933. Large
scale salvage operations, however,
still make the Tillamook county
timber an important factor on the
Columbia river log market,

The mid-Columbia section be-
tween Vancouver and Wind river
on the Washington side and that
from Bridal Veil to Hood River
on the south bank have likewise
pssumed importance in recent
years as primary log sources. Then
too, the decline in the lower Co-
Jumbia river production by the
former railroad operations has in

part been taken up by a heavy

fruck log_production in the As-
toria-Seaside area.

The heaviest offerings come
from Canby, Albany, Salem,
Newberg on the Willametiie and
from Dayton and Lafayeile om
the Yamhill river, only mnavi-
gable iributary of the Willam-
etite,

Logging concerns using the up-
per Wilamette river as a part of
their log transportation scheme,
range from small one-side camps
with a bit of light equipment and
a few trucks to companies produc-
ing as much as 600,000 feet a day
with large fleets of company-
owned and leased trucks. Hauls
to the dumps on the Willamette
snd the Yahmill rivers vary frcm
30 to 80 miles or over. Logs are
coming into the Yamhill dumps
over the Salmon river cutoff from
the west flank of the Coast range
as far south as the Siletz river
country. It is significant that the
oldest form of transportation has
been teamed up with the most
modern—the motor truck—for
nearly al logs dumped into upper
Willamette river booms arrive by
truck. One notable exception is
the Crown Willamette Paper
company, whose Siltcoos logs are
shipped in gondola cars over the
Southern Pacific to be unloaded
at the company's private dump
above the {alls. Nearly all of
these logs are consumed by the
big paper mill at West Linn, at
the head of the Oregon City locks.

Phenomenal Increase Noled

Log traffic through the Oregon
City Locks was relatively unim-
portant three years ago, when
only 21,000,000 feet were passed
through for lower river sawmills,
The following year, 1939, saw a
seven-fold increase when 148,000,-
000 feet were handled. Another
‘great stride was made in 1940
when the locks were called upon
to pass 260,000,000 feet fo logs,
and 1941 will see this figure al-
most ¥ doubled again. Records
kept by the US army engineers
show -the following totals for the
first six months of 1841: -

: Feet
Januiary vesrrensesgassrasseses 16,785,000
Febryary ............ 20,920,000
Mardh ... ... 33,350,000
April .. 40,240,000
May reeeneen 43,950,000
JUNE e 84,465,000

Total ... .. .......199,465000

Figutes covering the log move-
ment through Oregon City locks
by pouints of origin for the year
1940 are made available through
the couriesy of the US army en-

Willamette Falls

Aerial view of the falls of the
Willamette river (abeve) at Ore-
gon City, showing the 68-year-
old eanal and locks through
which logs move to the lower
river. They may be seen at the
bottom of the picture, passing

_along the mill buildings of the
Crown Willameite Paper com-
pany.

(Above phote by US army

engineers; other photos cour-
tesy of The Timberman.)

cuses attention upon the inade-
quacy of the navigation locks at
Oregon City, which have been
taxed to capacity by the steadily
mounting volume of log traffic,
US army engineers now have
plans in readiness, pending con-
gressional apropriation, for a
single lift lock 56x400 feet to
replace the obsolete facilities, con-
sisting of four 36x175-foot locks;
quarter mile of canal and a guard
lock.

The new lock will cost between
$2,500,000 and $3,000,000, accord-
ing to present estimates, suffi-
ciently large to handle any log
movement that may be offered.

Locks Completed in 1873

The present locks at Oregon
City were completed by private
enterprise in 1873 and operated
as a toll concession until 1915,
when the lock company was taken
over by the war department, His-
tory relates that the locks were
formally dedicated on January 1,
1873, by the Willamette Falls
Canal and Lock company. It
was a cold, dreary day, and the
dull proceedings were enlivened
only by the bountiful supply of
champagne on the river steamer

bearing prominent guests from
Portlan.
During 1940, logging camps

using the upper Willamette river
as an adjunct to their transporta-
tion facilities supplied approxi-
mately 20 per cent of all logs
consumed by sawmills in the
Portland and Columbia river dis-
trict. Neglecting the factor of
over-run this figure is based upon
the total lumber production of
1,896,000,000 feet reached by the
mills last year. Log production
by sawmills maintaining their
own camps on the lower river
amounted to slightly over 600,000,-
000 feet. ' This leaves- roughly
1,200,000,000 feet of raw material
to be supplied by market logging
concerns. Figures reported by US
army engineers covering log move-

account for a quarter of the to-
tal consumed in 1841,

Logs from Clackamas county,
are dumped along a comparative-
1y short stretch of river near Can-
by; into the booming grounds of
Ostrander Logging company,
Schetky Logging company, Caffall
Bros. and William Tull. Nearest
the locks is the dump and sorting
works of Crown Willamette Paper
company, where spruce and hem-
lock pulp logs are handled for the
Oregon City paper mill. These logs
are drawn from areas east, south
and west, including the c¢om-
pany’s own logging operations at
Siltcoos lake. Weatherly dump
and sorting works and the McVey
boom in the vicinity of Newberg
are the terminals on Willamette
river below the Yamhill for logs
drawn largely from the coastal
region via the Salmon river high-
way. Other important dumps are
located at Albany and Salem.

Yamhill river is an interesting,
sluggish stream draining the east-
ern slope of the Coast range which
provides an outlet for a big vol-

ume of logs from the east flank §

ette (above).
- e TR Bl

and coastal area transported over |

the Salmon river highway.

lamette wused for log

flowing out of the Cascade. Along

lower stretch of the Yamhill are

the Wheeler, Cunningham and
Gardner dumps and near Lafay-

ette is the Weatherly dump, some

eight miles above the mouth. Logs
put into the Yamhill river at
Lafayette, must pass through a
single lift lock to reach the Wil-
lamette. This lock, completed

It is | ¢

the only stream entering the Wil-
traffic |
though it carries a smaller vol- |
ume of water than several streams !

about 1900, when the decline of

river transportation had already
like Oregon City, !
been enjoying a marked revival |
with the growing upper river log |

set in, has,

traffic. This lock is identical in
size with the units at Oregon City,
36x175 feet, with about five feet
over the sills. In the month of
June, 1841, over 4,000,000 feet of
logs were passed. Lock service
at this point is maintained eight
hours a day. .

A good many logs produced
along the Alsea highway reach
the water at Corvallis, about the
head of navigation on the Willam-
ette. Among the Columbia river
mills receiving log supplies from
from this distance is Stebco, Inec.,
of Vancouver, Wash., involving a
tow of nearly 100 miles. Inland

progress, with the upper Wil- gineers: ment through Oregon City locks Boom company at Albany, along
lametie river taking Iis place in Feet show a total of 260,000,000 feet with ather dumps in that area,
the plcture. The mnavigation Canby .cooecceoeeen. 89,885,000 which is roughly 20 per cent of handles logs from the Lebanon-
Jocks at Willamette falls at Ore-  Newberg ............... 20,662,000 the total volume of market logs Sweet Home district and other
gon Cily are literally swamped  Dayton ... 23,092,000 consumed by Portland and Colum- Cascade districts, as well as tim-
‘with log tiraffic which has Lafayette ...oo....... 13,115,000 bia river sawmills. ber trucked through Corvallis and
reached & volume of mearly & Salem ... ... 56125000 It is obvious that the 1941 pro- OVer the Willamette river bridge
million and & half feet 2 day. Albany ...oo...... 47,105,000  duction of lumber by these mills into Albany.
Scores of rafls now pass down- Corvallis ... 300,000 will show & subsiantial increase At Salem, booms are main-
siream through Pertland harbor New Era ..o 570,000 over 1540 and a figure of over fained by the Chas. K. Spauld-
.In charge of diminutive diesel Pulp Siding ............ 280,000  2,000,000.000 feet is alréady in- ing Logging company and by
tugs, taking over the business of | dicated, At the present rate the Pope and Talbot, Inc., the source
fhe old stern wheelrs which = Tetal . ... 260134000 movement of logs from the in both cases being timber om
wh&_mnln-lhe Présent Locks Inadequate upper Willamette is likely to the east side of the Coast range
Jower river. dependence upon the reach 400,000,000 feet for the west of Salem, Pope and Tal-
Logs passing through the locks Wijlamette valley and Oregon owrrent year, hemee all factors bot logs are towed about 90
at Oregon City originate at river coast region as a source of timber being considered, it Is not at all  miles to the company’s sawmill
points as far south as Corvallis. for lower river mills fo-  unlikely that up river logs will at St. Helens. '

m.

Familiar scene on Salem sireeis and the city

‘ the Yamhill area.

Yamhill river iz considered the only navigable tributary of the Wil-
lametie. l..:rnqmliﬁuo!hnhonﬁn(:ﬁnmmhh
thcwmmuevhthhsmwdtw)audﬂadnthbetum“-

’s waterfront is presented
by huge, loaded log trucks, such as this one (above) “snapped” im
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until they were perfected.
once had a telephone, but it an-
noyed him, so he had it removed.
When people annoyed him, he
also removed them; by saying
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had made the' nights shorter, so
man would have more daylight

| single remedy: calomel.

" He lived in 3 house that was
built about the time of the
Declaration of Independence, It
was of cak and walnut timbers,
hewn with a broadax, and sat
on a flinistone foundation. It
fook a2 man a year to chip the
huge flint cubes for the chim-
ney and the fireplace.

His home was 30 miles from
the nearest city and 15 miles from
the nearest railroad. On clear
winter nights when the wind was
right, we could sometimes hear a
train whistlee. The roads were
bad and a trip to the city, us-
ually by wagon, took a day to
go and a day to come. :

When I was a child, my
grandfather had a beard that

i
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quietly, to them that they
o;

and the Blueback Speeler, both
of which he virtually memorized.

Swiss Grow Tobacco
For Oil in Seeds
BERN-{#)-Since tobacco seeds
contain good quality oil for house-
hold cooking and industrial uses,
Switzerland has ordered that
more tobacco must be permitted
to go to seed. Because seed does
not mature when the leaf is at its
best stage, this means a reduced
leaf crop. Switzerland already was
dependent upon its own sources

for most of its tobacco because of

war barriers, and cigaret manu-
faeture was expected to be cur-
tailed.

Soooooo Boss!

CRISFIELD, Md. —(#)~ “Peep-
ing Toms” had been reported in
various parts of town for a month,
So a small posse of police and
citizens answered one woman’s
call that a “Peeping Tom"” was at
her house. The posse crept up
qguietly, Standing near the wine«
dow, munching flowers and weeds
from a window ledge flower box,
was a Cow.

Soup a La Truck
LONDON—(#)-Three hundred
and fifty trucks are to be used for
distribution of hot meals through-
out bombed areas of Britain.
Driven by members of the Wom-
en's Volunteer Service, each truck
will be equipped to supply 800
bowls of soup and 400 portions of
stew and potatoes at one time.
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tiny name: laperyrousia.
The latter is an African bulb
with red flowers — although there
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thout
which, incidently, we
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in southern California, spilling
over the border into Mexico.

a dainty fieesia-like bloom, Matilija, with the “J” given the

Spanish “h” sound.

1
h
i)

E!

B
£
F
.,
EES

i

ir, Notes Unusual Flower Exhibits

nice addition to the floral de- flower with the anything but with them so far. It grows wild and the mahogany Vagabend the velvety Market Uewell and
. Prince were among our “picks.” the waxy white prdmh—!ormld.
There were a large number of Coronne, were others especially

mlmhlﬂ.

SPEND TODAY
TO SAVE
TOMORROW
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DR. SEMLER'S
OPTICAL DEPT.

Dr. Fred H. Pageler, Registered
Opiometrist in charge
Dr. M. J. s Dr.W.W. Frases,
&.ﬁﬁ- W, , and
: Associate O,
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