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©Oil for the Lamps of . . .

Inability of the “man in.the street” to quali-
fy as'an expert critic of foreign policy is illus-
trated by those letters to the editor in which
the threat of “gasless Sundals” is contrasted
with the continued delivery of petroleum prod-
ucts to the Japanese. Curtailment of needless
gasoline consumpition may not be in order,
especially on the west coast; and the sale of
gasoline and oil to Japan probably is short-
sighted policy but it is less short-sighted than
the linking of the two issues, for they have
no valid connection.

Quite adequate supplies of petroleum are
coming out of the ground in the United States
and other supplies are being hoarded under-
ground for the future. If needed, they could
be tapped immediately without greatly hasten-
ing the day when an actual shortage will occur.
The present problem of supply—or rather the
one that is foreseen some months hence—has
to do solely with distribution.

' 3This elementary point merely serves to il-
lustrate that we have to look beyond our noses
in order to see the really pertinent argument
for and against prompt curtailment of the re-
lease of petroleum produets to the Japanese.
Yet in view of the obvious fact that gasoline
we sell to them now may some day propel
bombing planes carrying destruction in our
direction—at least as far as the Philippines and
our other island strongholds in the Pacific—
there is only one basis upon which the continua-
tion of such a policy may be defended, and its
validity is obscure.

Continued sale of such products to Japan,
in brief, is justified only if the alternative is less
desirable. Imposition of a ban at this moment
quite conceivably might hasten a showdown in
the Dutch East Indies. If Japan is able to grab
now, getting rubber, tin and the other things
which it and the United States both need; and
if our government is moving toward a condi-
tion in which Japan's grabbing power would be
curtailed—something which could be going on
and if so, without publicity—then a brief con-
tinuation of the present policy might be justi-
fied.

For the last several years our policy toward
Japan has been less severe than it might have
been and this has been the usual explanation;
that we didn't want to crowd Tokyo into rash
acts of desperation. In view of the clamor
against the sale of oil “for the lamps of” the

; oriental aggressor, if the government has a valid

reason for permitting it, there should be some

way to give the public a hint as to its nature.

In the absence of such a hint, the public is not

to be blamed for concluding that the state de-

partment is bungling again.

Airport Prospects

The benefits—adulterated somewhat by ob-
ligations—of the actual establishment of de-
fense training centers as distinguished from the
distribution of defense contracts, are already
being realized by Portlahd, Pendleton and the
Astoria-Seaside area. Similar benefits are an-
ticipated by Medford and Eugene though there
are hints that they may have to share them, if
their expectations actually develop, by Grants
Pass and Albany, respectively.

Salem may expect to be similarly favored
only from one direction—defense aviation. Be-
cause Salem had the foresight to provide a com-
modious airport, the wisdom of which was in
doubt for most of a decade, there are pros-
pects, no one may say how substantial, that

(" some of the functions of the army aviation
4raining program may be allocated here.

Observing the experiences of these other
cities, one may conclude that the community's
attitude and activity may have important bear-
ing upon whether or not this possibility becomes
an actuality. The city has already expended
a reasonable sum upon expansion of the air-
port, and is reaping the benefit in a large fed-
eral expenditure. From this point on the out-
look is based principally on conjuncture.

Having made such an investment, the gov-
ernment might be expected to make some prac-
tical use of it. There are strong hints that it so
plans and that the city would profit from ob-
taining ownership of still more land in the air-
port vicinity in the furtherance of those plans.

but that apparently is not the army's way of
3 doing things. y '

! This matter will be before the city couneil
Monday night. The proposed expenditure is not
great; neither is it inconsiderable. There are
some fine points relative to the degree of prob-
ability that the rumored program will de-
velop, on which we are not yet adequately in-
formed. If the prospects are well substantiated
the city should take whatever steps are neces-
sary to cooperate. A defense aviation develop-

a ballot title may be challenged so late in the
game that if the challenge is successful, the
msurebemnmhwhydetmltmmturhow

national unity is so essential the people of
gon be spared the agitation of an
will divide them principally, since

point throughout the coming 16 months.

Editorial Influence

It took three years, more than three

hammering month by mon

"bring about the difficult project of opening
Seventh street crossing.—Grants Pass Courier.
If he finally accomplished it, the editor shoul

kick. Some people are saying the editorial col-

umn has no influence at all these days; but

in this case it looks as though the typewriter

of editorial

is mightier than the bulldozer.

‘!

Some months ago this column had occasion
to mention an “orphan street” which was in
danger of neglect because its center comprised
the city boundary. In somewhat similar sit-
uations are the streets which lie just outside the
city and which may seem unimportant because
they don't “go anywhere,” yet carry heavy
traffic because those areas are heavily popu-
lated. An example is Judson street just south
of Salem, residents along which were sched-
uled to appear before the county court Satur-
day to request inclusion in the oiling program,
Judson street is traversed twice or more daily
by 51 "automobiles belonging to families which
have no other route to Salem, and there are 20
more which use it as one of two alternate routes.
The street was improved as a part of a district
which no longer exists, at no cost to the coun-
ty; now its users contend that oiling is de-

cidedly “in order.”

Dr. J. Read Bain, Willamette commencement
speaker on Saturday, had a theme ready-made
by history. He obtained his sheepskin at Wil-
lamette in 1916, a few weeks after the United
States entered, World War I. The graduates of
'41 whom he addressed appear to be in a posi-

tion decidedly similar.

Note how the athletes competing under the
colors of the armed services are beginning to
dominate the sport page space allotted to ama-
teur contests. By next fall the service elevens
will be crowding the colleges out of the big

football headlines.

News Behind

The News

By PAUL MALLON

{Distributed by King Features
production in whole or in part

WASHINGTON, June 7—The
warning of prospects for gasolineless Sundays and
restricted heating Mkt winter has aroused the
inquisitiveness of congressmen
as to why this should be so.

The first smitch of inguisi-
tiveness will disclose that the
oil companies transferred 32
tankers of 200,000 tons to Pan-
ama and Venezuela registry
immediately after the outbreak
of the war. The current short-
age of tankers, which is sup-
posed to be the cause of the
prospective trouble, is estimat-
ed at only 139,000 tons for the
third quarter of this year be-
ginning July 1.
tion will soon come from con-
gress that the dire shortage could be cured by a

Paul Mallon

recovery of these ships.

No one seems to know exactly what the ships
are doing under their fake registry, but the charge
that they are carrying oil and gas to the nether
end of the axis in Japan and Russia is being in-

vestigated.

— —

Assistant State Secretary Dean Acheson put an
administration clamp upon the house resolution
proposing to air the little wiys in which this
government is inadvertently aiding the axis. He
told a secret session of the house rules commitiee
such malerial could only furnish embarrassing
publicity and accomplish no geod.

Much of the information has long been avail-

icate, Inec., re-
ly prohibited.)
government's

The sugges-
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“Random Harveéfi”—And Where Will the Scythe Swing Next?

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

An inquiry concerning 8-8-41

Jesse Quinn Thornton

and Mrs. Eliza Thornton

Ware, who were _
%% Ri

(Continuing from - yesterday:)
Still gquoting Bancroft; “Not-
withstanding the length of the
road, ‘which should have warn-
ed the travellers not to lose
time, a week was wasted in un-
necessary delay before com-
mencing the crossing ! of the
Cascade mountains. . . . Teams
had to be doubled until. 18 or
20 yokes (according to. Thorn-
ton) were put to a 'wagon to
drag it wp. . . .

“Two rhonths from the time
the southern immigration left
Thousand Springs, the last cons
panies entered the Rogue River

valley. . . . Being gxtremely
weary, and their teams w

wellnigh
exhausted, the last of the fami-
lies unfortunately lingered too
long in this beautiful country,
« « « Wwhen one day of rain muight
be productive of disaster by
raising the streams, and ¢hilling
fatally the thin blood bf the
wornout oxen. And alps!. they
tarried in the wvalley yntil the
rains began; were subjetted to a
thousand discomforts | before
they came to the pass/ through
the Canon (Umpqua)  moun-
tains, . . . filled with water for
three miles, the stream celd and
swift.” | |
. %% )
Says Bancroft | further:
“Thornton mentions a man fall-
ing dead near the enftrince to
the canon; that a Mr. Brisbane
and a child died at this place;
. . . & Miss Leland Craley, who
had long been ill, also gied, and
was buried on Grave Creek—
whence the name. . . . While ghe

miserable men, women and ohil-

dren were making thelr way
through this defile, their comdi-
tion was pittiable, a number
having abandoned their wagens,
and some, like Thornton and his
wife, being compelled to wade
the stream, not only through the
three-mile gorge, but over amd
over again at its numersus
crossings.”

Quoting Bancroft agsin:
“From the journal of Themsas
Holt, who with a French Cama-
dian and five half-breeds went
to the assistance of the belated
immigrants, after recelving
word from Thornton and obhers:
‘The 20th (of January, 1867,)
all started once more for the
Willamette, the natives refus-
ing to grant the use of a camoe
to cross the famfilies over the
north fork of the Umpqua which
was too high to be forded (it
would be even in summer), un-
less they were paid a gun be-
longing to DeLoar (that would
be a son of Baptiste Deloar, of
the Lewis and Clark party, who
the first white setller as
up in the Willametie wal-
as the Bush farm just sesrth
the present Salem city Nmn-
its; Bancroft calls the som Q.

Deloar; only Bancroft says De-

5'9‘5'&}

lore); the 22d it snowed all day; -

. . » Christmas day the snow was

. & foot deep; . . . the 1st of Jamu-

ary the snow was three fest
deep in places on the Calapesia
mountains (next north of Shee-
string wvalley); not till the st
of January, 1847, did these
storm-beaten pilgrims reach the
friendly shelter of the sefilers’
homes in the central portiem of
the Willamette valley.,”
T % %
J. Quinn Thornton was a

The Safety Valve

Letters from Statesman Readers

OIL AND GASOLINE |

To-the Editor: We have an oil
dictator. There is talk of ration-
ing gasoline, gasless Sundays,
etc. No mention is made how-
ever of the fact that goyernment
statistics show that we sold Ja-
pan in Febrmary 1,279,000 bar-
rels; :
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Rodgers,
said they were pitiful—noe anti-sircraft or
chine guns, not even rifles. They had better
let General Rodgers see the other mechanized
troops (outside of Fort Knox where the school
repuled to be efficiently equipped). :
will be obtained by the army in Jume Exsctly
four. Net umtil the end of August will be
getting 25 to 30 2 month. h“lﬂz
m,uw).dmm-mm-‘n
:‘hmhl“ﬂzﬂh““
Their main on
their field of fire. .....“".:um":
best of the Germans., -
" An excellent M-4 modb! is
has not progressed beyond
General y an
these Is the
they will -
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To the Editor: is a
the nation and the There
is a sprinkling of in Sa-
lem. We are rubbing “-wi&
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in evidence, such nobility
dﬂhhn‘& wealth,
the nobility of ' nobility
of mind and tb ¥y of heart.
Of all these, - nobility
of style is of lue, and

yet, how much money de the
people of this nation spend an-
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masses, starting “a new onder,”
defying the laws and order of
God. They might as well &y to
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ldldnﬁ,y writer, and In many

cases:he tipped his pen in the
gall of bitterness. This shows
up throughout his book of two
volumes, “Oregon and Califor-
nia in 1848, published by the
Harpers, New York, in 1864.
He abused Jesse Applegate, in
many; ways the greatest Amer-
ican of his time living in Ore-
gon during its early days when
it stood In need of such a leader;
Thornton abused Jesse Apple-
gate, accusing him of selfishness
in laying out and commending
the so-called “southern route,”
from Fort Hall by way of north-
Oregon: claiming that Jesse
Applegate, having cattle for sale
at his Yoncalla (Douglas coun-
ty) farm, wished to thus secure
a befter market for them.

The fact is that few more un-
selfish men have ever lived,
since the Man of Galilee looked
down from the Cross. Jesse Ap-
plegale was once wealthy in
this ‘warld's goods. He made
hims¢lf poor in helping others;
in some cases was victimized by
selfish neighbors.

' b I I
The fault was not with the

southern (so-called “Apple-
gate”) route. It was with the
1846 ' immigration ¢coming that
way,! with which were the
Thornions, by dallying till the
fall reins came.

“ Bahcroft’s History of Oregon
(page 566 of volume 1) says:
“In  May, 1847, Levi Scott
(among the early day leaders
and stalesmen of Oregon after
whom Scotts Valley (between

of that year

ment, making Levi Scoit com-
loner, and allowing him to
collect a small toll as compen-
sation for his services. The trou-
bles with the Cayuses, which
broke out in the winter of 1847,
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the validity of that bloody
contract. Suppose we offer our
fish to Reynall and he’s unable
to take 'em because — well, be-
cause he's just had a bit of hard
luck with his plant?” He paused
“By Gar!” face lighted
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it would. She’'d be stuck, ca-
reened over on her beam for
thirty days until the next big
tide. . . . Thirty days. And un-

" head. *No, Chris. "Tis the Glory,

I * wouldn't take
chances on anything happening
to the Glory. W1l have to think
up something else.Go down now,
lad, to the boats. Have the men
pack their fish in ice for twen-
ty-folir hours. Then come back
and we'll scheme a bit."

ing her custom, turmned on the
cupola light before she went up
to her room. Although she had
not slept the night before, she
lay awake in her ivory-and-gold
bed, a victim of her troubled
thoughts.

Liane had sent word that she
wouldn't be back. Her mother
needed her, and would Sondra
please pack her things and send
them over. 3

Sondra wondered about that
as she lay tossing. Affection for
her mother was something new
in Liane. . . . Was her sudden
thoughtfulness a result of her
vigit to Miss Jacqueline? Or
had Jean. . . To break this line
of thought she sprang out of bed
and went to the window. Out-
side, the gray, windtorn world
‘'was emerging in the leaden light
that precedes the dawn. It had
stopped raining, but the wind
came shrieking down off the

- three in the morning. But—were

her eyes playing her tricks
again, or was the Glory no long-
er moored across the face of the
wharf? ./. , and that strip of wa-
ter showing between the hull
and the piling. . . . it looked as
if it was widening. . .

:
E
:
:

During her brief absence
someone had turned on the
Glory’'s ¢argo lights, making the
deckhri:h‘ t as day. She saw
Reynall dart out, naked te the
waist, black hair blowing. He

Lane, whose huge shoulders
blocked /the lighted doorway of
the tug’'s wheelbhouse.

(To be continued)
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Radio Programs

Ill..l—lmnl’—-lﬂ. Ke.
Moods.

' RGW—-NBC—SUNDAY—£2¢ Ea

9:00—Sammy Kaye Orchestra.
#30—On Your Job.

10-00—Stars of A :
Round Table.
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These schedules sapplied by

Baptist Tempils.
1:00—M Steelmakers.
2:00— Drummond.




