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Possession of Crete Admitted
By Germans to Be Vital in
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Carrying on Near-East War

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
Special to The Siatesman

The battle of Crete is attaining such proportions that it ap-

pears to be a major nazi move
checkerboard of the struggle in

against Britain on the confused
the east. -

There is a tacit German admission in the mounting fury of

the air-sea assault that possession
of the Greek island is vital to
nazi grand strategy. Unless they
capture it or effectively neutral-
fze it, the nazi leaders may have
great diff{culty in converting the
war in Iraq or the Franco-British
clash in Syria into a major threat
to the Mediterranean and middle
eastern life lines of the British.

It has been obvious all along
the British defensive sys-
in the eastern Mediterran-
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That almost equilateral triangle
stands athwart the Aegean isl_ nd
stepping-stone route southward
across the Mediterranean. British
planes based at Crete or Cyprus
are poised on the flank of the
Aegean-Syrian air route to Iraq
which the nazis have already used
to an uncertain extent.

British submarines and lighter
naval craft operating from those
island outposts render any effec-
tive use of the sea itselfl to carry
German or’' axis troops toward
Iraq a perilous business.

It seems certain therefore that
reduction of Crete and Cyprus is
essential to German hopes of
crushing British power in that sea
or cutting the British off com-
pletely from oil resources ‘in the
Mosul fields.

Failure to knock out the Brit-
ish-Greek defenders of Crete
could force a drastic revision of
nazi war plans., It would alse
fend to stiffen Turkish resist-
ance (o Germany's high-pres-
sure diplemacy since it would
give the Turks added eonl’l-‘q
dence that they could hold
their own Dardanelles-Bosphor-
ous waterfront with British help.

Moreover, another Russian
about-face might follow success-
ful defense of .Crete. It would cer-
tainly be construed as bolstering
British hopes of halting nazi at-
tack at the sea shore, east or west.

Ford Workers
Cast Votes

DETROIT, May 21 —(#)- Final
relays of the more than 80,000
employes of the Ford Motor com-
pany in its giant River Rouge fac-
tory and the smaller Lincoln mot-
or plant cast their votes Wednes-
day night in the biggest employe
election ever held by the national
labor relations board.

The voting, which began at 4
a. m. today, was to decide whether

(Cl10), the American Federation
of Labor's federal union, or neith-
er.

Counting of the votes will begin
tomorrow with the result expected
to be announced late in the after-
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Third Collimn
On Schedule

US Artillery Moves
in on Salem With
More Troops Due
(Continued from page 1__)

of the world is General Horace
H. Fuller, commander of this
sub-column. Only a few months
ago he returned to this country
from Europe, where as a US
military attache he viewed the
battle of France. Siationed in
France, he had access (o beth
French and German lines, men
in his command said Wednes-
day night,

Not only the general of the
third division has had experience
in warfare in France. “Old sol-
diers,” as they are termed by
younger men, middle-aged officers
of distinctly military bearing and
men are numerous in the division.
Fame as the “Support of the Rock™
was earmed by the Third at the
Marne when as the old tenth field
artillery it served wilh the 38th
infantry (otherwise known as
Rock of the Marne) in the Marne
engagement,

Today the third beasis not just
of its history but of iis modern
equipment, an important part of
which is the traveling kiichen.
Equipped with shining alumi-
num fixtures, gasoline stoves
and the prerequisites for serv-
ing 140 men, each kitchen Is
s¢t up on a truck., Meals may
be cooked emroute, making pos-
sible the service eof the mid-
morning hot luncheon with only
a 45 minute stop.

Twelve 155 mm. howitzers and
eight new 75 mm. anti-tank guns
are part of the 8th field artillery
equipment, while each other bat-
talion has 12 of the 75 mms., latest
models with larger angle of tra-
verse and higher elevation than
any of their predecessors.

Taking longer {ime to make
the journey from Fort Lewis
than that required by lighter in-
faniry sub-columns, the first
artillery contingent arrived at
the fairgrounds at 3:13 Wednes-
day oon Jjust one miinute

\ of schedule.

Moving through Portland the
serials closed up and slipped un-
impedded through city traffic with
the aid of state and city police
escorts.

One accident marred the march
when a truck overturned for what
General Fuller declared “no
known reason,” but was righted,
the two scratches sustained by its
men dressed and the entire pro-

18 minutes.

“On what does the army
march?” asked curious sightseers
at the fairgrounds Wednesday
night, Not very often on the old
army standby of beans, they were
told, although baked beans are on
tonight's menu.

Two shifts of regular chefs pre-
pare the meals from a master
menu with the aid of kitchen po-
lice selected at random. This
morning’s breakfast is to consist
of scrambled eggs, fried ham and
bacon, diced potatoes, tomato

cession on the march again in ]

Here’; Start of Great Trek South of US Troops

juice, bread, butter, coffee, milk
ahd sugar. ’

Late Wednesday afiernoon of-
ficers and men alike ate tender
roast beef; brown gravy, mashed
potatoes, boiled cabbage with ba-
con, coffee, milk and sugar,
canned peaches and bread and
butter,

Movement of froops from
Fort Lewis, Wash, through
Oregon to southerm California
for summer military maneu-
vers, has resulied in little in-
cenvenience to meotorists,
Charles P. Pray, superintendent
of state police, reporied Wed-
nesday.

The 2000 men of the 15th In-
fantry which camped at the
stale fairgrounds Tuesday night
moved -out of Balesn before 7
8. m. Wednesday,

Due early this afternoon is an-
cther sub-column of infaniry.

Marion county will have con-
tributed 204 of her men to the
United States army via the se-
léctive service route after the
June 16-18 call, Lt. Col. Elmer
V. Wooton, state selective service
director, announced Wednesday.

The June 16-18 call includes:

Marion county board No. 1 (Sa-
lem), 15 men; Marion county No.
2 (Stayton), 10; Marion county
No. 3 (Woodburn), 9; Polk county
board, 10; Yamhill county board,
12. -

Men called to date by various
boards include:

Linn, T74; Marion No. 1, T5;
Marion No. 2, 49; Marion No. 3§,
48; Polk, 52; Yamhill, 62.

ROSEBUR, Ore., May 21-{P)—
The first fatal accident of the cur-
rent movement of the army to
California for war games befell
the Third division Wednesday a#
the 600-mile-long column serpen-
tined into southern Oregon moun-
tains.
Private Edwin Dow, 21, a
conscript from Perlageville,
Mo., was crushed to death when
a4 24-passenger treop firuck
overturned on a seoft shoulder
and rolled down an embank-
] ment. Fifteen others in the unit,

commanded by LL Byron
Burns, were hospitalized at
rants Pass, Ore.

All except two were. able to
resume the journey south later
in the day. John Cunningham and
Joe Kotren, both Ohioans df Com-
pany C, Seventh infantry (Dow's
company), suffered a fractured
arm and hip bruise, respectively.

Near Canyonville, Ore., a mo-
torcycle ridden by Private Ralph
Kraby, MB Co. 209, Seventh in-
fantry, and an automobile driven
by Rev. T. E. Mack of Prescott,
Mich., collided. The soldier suf-
| fered internal injuries and was
I_Lackr:n to the wveterans’ hospital

4]1st OQutfit
Bivouacs at

Klamath Falls

(Continued From Page 1)

Major General George A. White,
41st commander, will join lead
trucks of his division Thursday
for entry into California.

Brigadier General Jesse C.
Drain, commander of the 81st bri-
gade heading the 4lst division
lead group, said he was forward-
ing reports to the war department
on lessons learned on the gigantic
meétorized march.

He found that “the division's
heavier trucks lagged behind in
mountdinous country, such as that
traveled in the past two days, so
they were placed at the heads of
columns Wednesday, resulting in
smoother; better spaced move-
ment.

At one point on Wednesday's
journey the troops were well
above mile-high altitude.

Burprising officers, who ex-
pecied some irouble in the 41st’s
leading section — 341 vehicles
carrying more than 18300 men
—the third day of the trip from
Fort Lewis to California passed
without a major aceldent.

General Drain credited the rec-
ord to well-trained drivers, well
spaced and timed marching
groups and aid of Oregon state
policemen and local police in
eastern Oregon.

Odd Fellows
Name Chigf S 3

BAKER, May 21—{#)-C. L. My-
ers of Tillamook was named grand
patriarch of the grand encamp-
ment of Odd Fellows, in session
here this week. :

Other officers included: Oswald
Olson, Springfield, grand high
priest; A. H. Knight, Canby,
treasurer; Ed Bowman, Hillsboro,
representative for two years, and
William Bloom, Tillamook, grand
marshal.

The Association of Ladies’ Aux-
fliaries of the Patriarch Militant
elected Ruth Lee Curry, Albany,
president; Lillian Smith, Pendle-
ton, vice-president; Ethel Pease,
Medford, treasurer, and Laura
Farlon, Albany, secretary.

Guests of Brother

UNIONVALE—Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Turner and son Llcyd of
the Ventura oil fields left for
home Sunday after ten days spent
at the home of the former's

brother, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey
Turner and family.

l 235 8. Commercial St
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Until you actually compare the
price of 2 1941 Poatiac “Tor-
Mo“
known lowest-priced cars—you
can't fully appreciate how little
more 2 Pontiac costs. And what
a tremendous difference in value

State tax, optional equipment and
accessories—exira. Prices and
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This Soldier

Out-Ranked by

Former Flame

ficers and men.

Eleven nm ago Bill Getlel
aftended high school In Raleigh,
NC, where Vida Corcoran was

Small Plane
Carriers Seen

. Knox Says US Rushes
- Work to Protect

- Merchant Shipping

. (Continued From Page 1)

schedule, he told reporters that
“Jetters of intent” have been sent
ordering additional numbers
the bombers from the Ford

craft at a new plant at Ypsilanti,
Mich. :

‘ Jesse Jones, federal loan admin-
istrator, followed up this an-
nouncement with a disclosure that
he had allocated $650,000,000 to
build new, government-owned
plants 'for the manufacture of
planes, aluminum and magnesium.
.Jones said the OPM had re-
quested this action in order to
carry out the bomber program
and that locations of the plants
will be determined by that agen-
cy. The plants, after being built
by the government, will be oper-
sted by private companies under
contract,

NEW YORK, May 21-(Pr-
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, who Tues-

day was appointed by President!|

Roosevelt to head the office of
civilian defense, declared Wednes-
day night that there was a “85
per cent probability” that advance
precautions being taken would
never be needed.

Neither he nor the president, he
said, had any intention “to create

;u{eeling of alarm or of fright,”

WASHINGTON, May 21-(®)-
Rep. Mott (R-Ore), who guided
the admiinstration naval bill
through the house, said in an in-
terview that he did not believe the
United States was mear war and
that he saw no reason for the na-
tion becoming involved in war,

The Salem republican, who has
ingisted the United States arm
itself with a two-ocean navy and

army of sufficient strength to

, any dictator thinking of
attacking this nation, said he be-
lieved the national defense pro-
gram should be completed in the
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(D-Fla)

Cotton States
Tough Circuit
Upon Scorers

weeks today.

Ralph Taylor, Hot Spring
newspaperman, announced hijg
resignation as scorer afler last
night's 44 hit game in which
defeated the Bath.
26 to 15 “‘lﬂ batters
Besson, who started the
as scorer, resigned when
were scored on 80 base
twe games,

+1H

bal fireworks expanded Wednes-
day an announced debate on the
convoy issue into a discussion of
general war effort before an en-
thusiastic audience at the General
!‘edentign of Women's clubs con-
vention,

Pepper, supporter of cConvoys,
wa# loudly applauded when he
said “If we propose to stop that
dark genius, Hitler, we must keep
him in Europe.”

When Wheeler, foe of convoys,
walked to the rostrum of Conven-

. | tion hall he was cheered and from

the balcony a woman called “God

and Wheeler (D-Mont) with ver-

bless Wheeler.”

'GOSSARD

SALE!

Ends Imo' 1st
Hurryl

thecamitilli‘huinwi‘m'
smoother in feel a2d appearance! The
clever back straps lift the bust and
slenderize the waistline to idealize

loveliness.

Mis Simplicity
2 lengths for average
oand tall figures
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Comer Court & Liberty

EXPERT CORSETIERE IN ATTENDANCE ‘
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