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_ Disaster at Home or Abroad

i Analyst Sees Inevitable Test of
'G:mAirnndEnglhhSquer

" Determining Final War Outcome

Special to The Statesman

Half a million empire troops garrisoning fnr flung British
defenses in the middle east afforded Prime Minister Churchill

solid ground for pledging to parliament that there would be no
2t Y is at sea that Britain still has her best
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further retreat there, but it

Draft Group
Ages Revealed

Majority Inducted in
Army Under 25; Men
Over 30 “Headache”

(Continued From Page 1)

Youths 18, 19 and 20 years old,
permitted by law to volunteer for
military training under the selec-
tive service act, form 3.02 per cent
of the total. 'The lowest compul-
sory service age, 21, yielded 0.47
per cent; 22 yielded the largest
group, 15.55 per cent; 23 was 14.18
per cent; 24 was 1145 per cent

and 25 was 9.315 per cent.

At the rate of about 1 per cent
per year of age, the proportions
of men then inducted dropped
to the point where the total in-
cluded only 2.73 per ceni of men
31 years old, 2.35 who were 32;
204 who were 33: 1680 whe
34: 1.49 whe were 35 and 0.75
whe were 36,

Oné authority commented that
the figures proved that “about 10
per cent of our-men and 90 per
cent of our headaches” come from

those over 30 years old.

Strike Faced
By Auto Firm

(Continued From Page 1)

tracts, eﬁployers said, in 11 bay

area plants.

In Washington, DC, Chairman
Truman (D-Mo) said the special
senate committee investigating
national defense had requested
all information on strikes delay-
ing defense production. He men-
tioned the machinists strike here.
“There is no time in this emer-
gency for employers and em-
ployes to engage in interminable
bickering,” he declared.

The unions demanded $1.15 an
‘hour; the employers offered §1.1%
The present scale is $1. Currently
the plants are paying double for
overtime, but want fo cut this tol
time and a half, a reduction the

unions are resisting.

Sprague Tells

Review Jaunt

Troops of the 4lst division,

Oregon national guard, on review
at Fort Lewis, Wash., Friday, re-
ceived the plaudits and admira-
tion of many thousands of per-
sons representing - all sections of
the northwest, Governor Charles
A. Sprague declared here Satur-

day.

The governor occupied a seat
along
with many high' army officials.
Major General George A. White

in the reviewing stand

is in command.

Interim Group
Senators Will
Be Announced

Names of state senators who
will serve as members of the 1941
lc!il!lﬁve interim committees

Walker, Folk county, president of | _ 1 ™° Visiting lecturers, distin-

SeaSmngthR;mains
et Caaranics

r

jor abroad. 3

Against Any

guarantee against disaster at home

Sooner or later a conclusive fest
in this war of sea power versus
air power seems inevitable. The
seas that have befriended England
and her empire for centuries are
still today at once her greatest bul-
wark of security and her most
deadly menace if she loses in the
sea-air fight.

And the first real pitched bat-
tle of that fight may come over
possession of the Medilerranean
island of Crete, all that is left of
free Greece. Churchill has for-
mally proclaimed an Angle-
Greek stand to the death on
Cretle. There only, except for
the Rock of Gibraltar, have the
British a toe-hold on axis-dom-
inated Europe.

Crete is potentially a more vital
base for the British than either
Tobruk in Libya or much-bombed
Malta in the Sicilian straits.

Churchill has said all these out-
posts would be held at all costs.
Whether or not Britain's fighting
men can make good on Churchill’s
promise seems to depend primarily
on the sea-power versus air-power
equation, not yet clarified by 20
months of war.

If nazi air power could achieve
a nazi army passage to Crete in
force across 70 miles of sea from
the Greek mainland, the defensive
value to England of the 20 miles of
restless channel waters that guard
her from a like fate at home would
be perilously reduced.

Essentially this war has reach-

Even there the Dardanelles-
Bosphorus-Marmosa sea water
way imposes a serious obstacle.
There is much to indicate that
what amounts to a lull in the war
in the east is traceable to that fac-
tor. Berlin is concentrating on
threats in an effort to immobilize
both Turkey and Russia, may even
hope to achieve soon unopposed
passage of iroops through Turkey
for a march to the east.

The ferrain of Crete lends itself
to defense against invasion. Its
few ports and beaches arée domin-
| ated by mountains. Given the guns
and the men, its defenders could
make invasion a bloody and un-
certain business. What force and
fighting equipment the Anglo-
Greek allies have is a war secret,
but the Churchill pronouncement
indicates it is formidable—perhaps
too formidable for the Germans to
risk invasion.

Halifax Balks
At Hot-Dog

CHICAGO, May 10-{(#—Lord
Halifax enjoyed his first Ameri-
|can baseball game Saturday, but
balked at one of its traditional
trimmings—the hot dog.

The British ambassador to the
United States entered a box with-
out fanfare during the fourth in-
ning of the Chicago White Sox and
the Detroit Tigers game, but he
made his exit at the end of the
seventh,

Alumni Offer

Summer Courses

guished alumni of Willamette uni-
versity and leaders in educational
circles of the state, will offer
courses in the department of edu-
cation at the Willamette univer-
sity summer session beginning
June Sth.
Frank B. Bennett, superinten-
dent of Salem schools will teach
administration of smaller schools.
He is a member of the board of
! trustees of the Oregon State
Teachers association and chair-
man of the advisory committee on
elementary teacher éducation.
A course in the secondary school
curriculum will be taught by Dr.

ongress Stays
AssertsMeN

Anti-Convoy Bill Is
Doomed; Recess Said
out Because of War
(Coutinued From Page 1)

be Il"! or coast guardsmen—
wolld be sent inle the war zone,

The testimony made public by
the senate committee did not elab-
orate on the possible use of ships
under their regular crews.

It was understood, however,
that some Danish seamen had vol-
untéared to sail in American trade.
The American guards presumably
would be aboard such ships to as-
sure that they were not sailed to
axis ports.

Land's testimony was given in
asking the commitiee not to re-
strict use of the ships but to grant
authority for their employment
“where we think best in the in-
terests of national defense.”

ingly apparent that administration
leaders desired to put off any test
on the issue until after President
Roosevelt speaks Wednesday
night.

Many administration supporters
thought the president would make
his views on the tonvoy gquestion
much clearer in that speech to be
delivered before the heads of Lat-
in-American missions. '

WASHINGTON, May 10-{P-
President Roosevelt’s designation
of 60 emergency ships being built
here for England as “ugly duck-
lings" drew a protest Saturday
from Admiral E. S. Land, mari-
time commission chairman.

“We call them ‘dimpled darl-
ings,”” the admiral told the sen-
ate commerce committee but con-
ceded that congress might call
them | “emergency ships.”

Sprague Says
“No Session”

{Continued From Page 1)

was backed for the position by a
group of Albany attorneys Satur-
day. And from Marshfield came
State Sen. William Walsh, urging
the appointment of Circuit Judge
Jamesg T. Brand, “to give southern
Oregon representation.”
Suggested also, it is understood,
are_ at least two eastern Oregon
circiit judges, Carl Hendricks, of
Fossil, and Arthur D. Hay, of
Lakeview. Appointment of a new
justice from eastern Oregon would
be no surprise, since Judge Bean
came to the high bench from that
side of the Cascades—Pendleton.
Enlarging on his declaration
againkt a special legislative ses-
sion, Gov. Sprague added:

“If the legisiature met just to
pass a law suitable to Mulino-
mah, county, what would it do
to the other 35 countles?

The cry for a special session,
voiced by Speaker Robert S. Far-
rell, jr., of the house of represen-
tatives, and others, arises as a re-
sult of a recent state tax commis-

ply with the provision of the stat-
utes ‘that says property assess-

ratable proportion.”

valuations on residences.

The governor did nel say
there would be no special ses-
sion before 1943 but, rather, that
i éme were called, I would be
onc required by an emergemcy
such as national defense mneeds
for the new legisiation.

Uclans, Bevos
In Close Race
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sion announcement that county as-
sessors would be expected to com-

ments shall be made “in equal and

In the case of Multnomah coun-
ty, it has been a long-standing
practice of the assessor to vary
assessment rates as between bus-
iness {and residential property. It
is now claimed in Portland that
strict | compliance with the law,
as asked by the commission, would
. | necessitate increasing assessed

CORVALLIS, Ore., May 10
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President Roosevelt's *

bombers for shipment
John H. Towers, chief

“supreme
gram and on aid to Britain is shown outside the
to Britain
of the bureau of seronautics;
Becretary of the Treasury

White
right are

Left to

Henry
United States army

Japan Refuses
US Meditation

Official Says Peace
With China Unwanted
Through Third Nation

(Continued from page 1)

power national” that i Japan
wanis peace she will have to
propose the terms through the -
United tSates, :
Chiang was said to have de-
clared he would not even enter-
tain peace overtures which came
directly from Japan.
The strongly nationalistic Hon-
da at once threw down the possi-
bility of a United States role, de-
claring there could be no peace
concluded “through the mediation
of a third nation.”

Chiang is “being Infused by
the United States with the idea
that he is fighting for the sake
of democracy and is being told
by President Roosevell to de-
pend on the United States
through and through” said
Honda.

dhe “holding power” of Britain
and the United States, the latter
especially, is “strong and deep-
rooted” in China, he said.
Honda's mention of a “certain
third power national” recalled to
observers that Captain James
Roosevelt, son of the president,
and Laughlin Currie, administra-
tive assistant to the ‘president,
have been in Chungking at separ-
ate times recently.

Nichi Nichi reported for the
third time that a secret military
and naval agreement has been
reached among the United States,
Britain, China, Australia, the Phil-
{ ippines and the Dutch East Indies
to secure a southern’ defense line
running from the Mediterranean
to America.

Germans Scan
Moves in US

BERLIN, May 10{#German
leaders gave the deepest attention
Saturday night to American de-
velopments as the impression
grew in Berlin that “war agita-
fors” were gaining ground in the
United States.

Portions of the German press
took a serious view of matters,
and the words of American speak-
ers were studied as the possibility
¢f United States eniry inio war
became the subject of increasing-
ly intense conjecture.

Among the reactions was the
1epetition of a suggestion that all
Europe miust become a unit in

cpposition to the Anglo-Saxon

war made the continent the vic-
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wheat crop.

Legion Sets
L ] L]
Dedication
(Continued From Page 1)

District Commander Brazier C.
Small of Salem, District President
Josephine M. Kane of Dundee,
B. E. Owens, president of the Sa-
lem Federation of Paftriotic Or-
ders, and Mrs. Harold Perkins,
president of Capital auxiliary unit.

Formal dedication of the build-
ing, coming after the address, is
in charge of Post Commander Ray
J. Stumbo.

Officers are to be in uniform
and all members are asked to wear
Legion caps to be hosis to visitors
Monday night from 6 to 8 o'clock
| and after the dedication, to which
| the public is invited.

Sawmill Men
Accept Offer

PORTLAND, May 10.-(#-Two
AFL union sawmill locals voted
Saturday to accept employer of-
fers of a 7% cent an hour in-
crease to a 7TS-cent minimum
while the International Wood-
workers of America (CIO) and
Columbia basin employers re-
cessed their negotiations wuntil
Monday. .

The Portland Lumber mill and
Jones Lumber company workers
were those approving the 7%-
cent wage increase, bringing to
four the number of locals that
have accepted. One more remains
to ballot.

In One Ear..

—Paul Hauser’s Column

{Continued From Page 1)

bhosiers and the telegraph com-
panies do make a profit.

And it's not a gag the adver-
tising and the florists
and the hosiers thought up. They

Well, “Whistler's Mother” got a
big play out of Mother's day, but
it doesn't mean & thing. Not 1o

Farmers to Vote, Wheat Control
In National Referendum May 31

WASHINGTON, May 10{#)-In the first nation-wide refer-
endum of its kind, farmers will vote May 31 on a proposal to give
the agriculture department authority to control sales of this years’

Secretary Wickard issued a call for such an election Saturday

they expected
tween 750,000 and 1,000,000 farm-
ers to cast ballots in the referen-
dum. Polling places will be estab-
lished in every wheat producing
community.

The wheat referendum was or-
dered under provisions of the
1938 agriculture adjustment act.
This law requires such a vote
when the estimated wheat supply
exceeds a normal year’s domestic
needs and exports by more than
35 per cent. The supply for the
coming season was estimated by
Wickard at 1,236,000,000 bushels
while domestic consumption and
exporis have been averaging only
755,000,000 bushels,

nder quotas, each farm's
share would be the

i

Whether the government will
continue {o offer price-stabilizing
loans on wheat will be deter-
mined by the outcome of the ref-
erendum. The farm law requires
that such loans be withheld when
marketing quotas are rejected.

Gresham-Defeats
Woodburn 9 to 8

WOODBURN ~— Gresham de-

Gresham 7 to 3

for the first time today in a grim
observance of the first anniversary

declared with feeling:

“We've been waiting for a
chance like this. It was fine to
take part in striking a real blow
at the enemy.”

Backed up by the British coast-
al air command, the Dutch bomb-
ers smashed at the airdrome run-
ways and set large hangar fires,
the air ministry news service re-
ported.

LONDON, May 10~ (#) - Brit-
ain's Mediterranean squadrons, on
the loose again, have delivered
another powerful blow against
Italian north Africa and escaped
unscathed from a mass assault by
axis bombing and torpedo planes,
the admiralty announced tonight.

All this resurgent action took
place last Thursday, the admiral-
ty said, beginning in the early
mormning hours when units of the
fleet stole up to the Libyan coast
and banged away at the important
axis port of Bengasi, in an action
similar to the April 22 naval and
air assault upon Tripoli.

There; the announcement as-
ﬁl‘tcd,twolxilmpply.hlp..p_
proaching the harbor were inter-
cepted, One a 3000-ton merchant-
man was sunk and the other, an
ammunition ship of between 5000
and 6000 tons, was blown to bits.

Whitman Takes

ries, four games to two,  after
winning on its home lot.
Whithan ... .. 8 1 |1
S o . . 9 B
Broadhead and Gross; Bennett

W

forld War

News Today

By The Associated Press
“mmmmm
explosives dropped by
hwmuﬂuhdmmg-
ed German striking
British capital in obvious re-
RAF Friday night

British admiralty admits more
than 6,000,000 tons of allied
shipping sunk since begining of
war and anounces naval attacks

on Bengasi, Libya. -

Small actions in Africa, Brit-
claim advances in Ethiopia;
in Iraq quiet, British say, as
patrols pursue Iragis in desert,

States, but iIndicate no peace
with China through a third
nation. Chungking heavily
bombed second successive day.

Drunk Alien
Found With
Navy Secrets

SAN FRANCISCO, May 10-
(#)-Three US navy blueprints
used in defense work at the eBth-

Sl_tu.l'du in the possession of ap
alien German arrested for drun,.-
enness. -

Federal agents started an in.
mediate investigation into ‘he
possibility the plans had been
stolen in connection with espion-
age activities, -

The man, Frederick Reis, 43,
of Oakland, an iron worker at
the Bethlehem plant, was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail on the
drunk charge. When he was
searched at the police station, of-
ficers found one blueprint in his
pocket and later discovered two
more in his automobile.

Police Arrest
Auto Prowler

Police believed Saturday night
that they had cleared a series of
car prowls in which groceries
were the chief items taken with
the arrest of Eugene Lovelace,
2219 Hyde street, on charges of
petty larceny.

Lovelace was arrested by Roy
Morris, police radio operator, and
Dean Seiple, a member of the Sa-
lem police reserve, shortly after
he allegedly took a box of gro-
ceries from Seiple's car parked
in the 200 block on Chemeketa
sireet.

Morris and Seiple reported that
Lovelace parked his car behind
Seiple’s, walked up and down the
block, and then lifted the box of
groceries from Seiple's car.

Mt. Angel Preps
Slate Columbia

MT. ANGEL—The Mt. Angel
Preps meet the Columbia Preps
from Portland here at 2 p. m. On
the Portlanders came out
long end of a 4-1 score
two schools met in Port-
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Kehoe is likely to get the
before the home town
Sunday and Cyril Walk-
to be his battery mate
infield will probably
Holland on first base,

on the keystone
at the short patch
acques at the hot
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outfield Bob Diehl, Del
ill Welton and Bob Har-
probably see action.
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