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Selectees

In the light of the current “immediate
erisis” psychology it is noted with some degree
of surprise and a note of reassurance that there
Is a movement in congress to re-examine the
selective service program.’ Americans have
recognized in it from the beginning the emerg-
ency element; have recognized further that
denying that element, the arrangement was
highly unsatisfactory.

uthepurpoaeiathespeedyuutiono!m
army fit for fighting, then it is proper to sum-
mon men of all suitable ages summarily from
their civilian pursuits. It is patently desirable
in such a force to have a mixture of flexible
youth and tough maturity. A diffusion of ages
likewise is essential in ‘order to man the varied
tasks to be assigned, particularly in a mechan-
jzed army. Experienced auto mechanics are not
likely to be sufficiently numerous in a contin-
gent enrolled wholly from a 21-year-old class,

There is, further, in the present program
an element of democracy—still assuming exist-
ence of an emergency. If fighting in the near
future is probable, it is not fair to place the pre-
ponderant burden upon a closely limited age
group; nor is it suitable to remove from civilian
life for an unpredictable period, almost all the
able-bodied men of such an age group.

But—if selective service is not an emerg-
ency measure but a long-range preparedness
program, obviously it may be so designed as to
cause less dislocation of the individual and the
community. If every able-bodied young man
is to have a year of military training, it is de-
sirable that it be timed, within limits, to suit
his convenience. There is a year which he can
best afford to give; say immediately after high
school graduation, whether the youth plans to
work or go on to college; or perhaps a time in
which he finds himself unemployed. Permitting
him to select any year between his 18th and 25th
birthday has many advantages to recommend it.

And if, again, the possible occasion for
putting this training to use in actual national
defense is in the indefinite future, obviously
it is desirable from the standpoint of the na-
tion that the training be given to young men
whose period of potential usefulness as soldiers
will be longer,

Thus for a long-range program, a more
flexible variation of the European system of
calling up “age clul?" .recommends itself.

L ] -

Beyond determining whether this 'is an
emergency ssetup or a permanent one, there
arises a nesdl for deciding whether the objec-
tive is uniform “punishment” of the nation’s

_ young men or actual preparation for all phases

it

of defense. There has been resistance, for
example, to the proposal that medical students
receive deferment, regardless of the fact that
in the event of war there will be urgént need
for the services of men skilled in medicine and
surgery. For that matter, trained engineers will
also be in demand; and the list might be further
extended. ;

We observe that thdugh Jimmy Stewart of
the films was inducted in the same fashion as
youths of lesser fame, he was speedily advanced
to the rank of corporal and has been assigned
to a task for which he is well fitted—speaking
to luncheon clubs—despite that it is perhaps less
onerous than bayonet drill and kitchen police.
Preparation for defense involves hundreds of
different tasks of varying attractiveness, and
for the more specialized duties some men are
better equipped than others. This, after all,
is a fact which democracy recognizes; fortun=-
ately, it is also recognized by the armed services.

_If the army needs a man who speaks Sing-
halese, and if the newest selectee is the only
man in the army who does, it is not necessary
for the good of his soul or for the army’s morale
to assign him to ditch-:ligging.

- - -

The Salem commurnity has done well by its
soldiers at Fort Stevens; their recreation room
has been suitably equipped in response to a re-
cent appeal. It now comes to attention that
there has been no similar provision for Salem
boys at Camp Murray, principally because while
housed in tents they have had no recreation
room. Moved recently to the new permanent

barracks, that lack has been supplied. American

Legion members launched plans Monday night
for obtaining recreation equipment for this
unit,

But—it develops that the boys now at Mur-

ray or Lewis are soon to be moved to California,.

and that from now on they may appropriately

Joe Gets Job

It's the old, inspiring story of the faithful
party worker who finally gets his reward. In-
dustry triumphs, and that. Joe Stalin has
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Gotham-orrah

Sophistication, it seems, has not spread to
the extent that we have imagined.
case of the Rev. Hugo Dressler of
who objected to setting the state Luther League
convention in New York City lest the delegates
be exposed to “unwholesome influences™

Gotham it is true has more night clubs than
any other city in America; it also has more

its wickedness and invite virtuous visitors thus:
“Come and be tempted. Look wickedness in
the face and learn to resist.”

But in mentioning the absence of sophisti-
cation we do not refer exclusively to the Buffalo
clergyman. If Manhattan were as thoroughly
sophisticated as is popularly supposed, it would
pay no serious heed to such inferences, coming

ous folk in Panora, Jowa (Pop. 1169).

Mere men who joined the gallery at the
Bundles for Britain golf exhibition staged here
Saturday, in which four young women partici-
pated, admitted to their chagrin that when she
gets within shooting distance of the green, “the
female of the species is more deadly than the
male.”

News Behind
The News =

By PAUL MALLON

Distributed King Features Syndicate, Inc
lgroduc‘uon tnb;hoh or in part strietly mﬁ-ﬁ.’f

WASHINGTON, May 7—This government may
not be shaking up the people with the facts of war,
but it has shaken up a few people in off-the-record
conferences. Trade paper editors emerged from a

recent meeting with Agricul-
ture Secretary Wickard biting
their finger ndfls.

Consumption of food in
Britain is reported among our
agriculturalists as 30 to 50
per cent below the normal years
of 1834-38. Food reserves in
the beleaguered island are said

+ to be enough for only a few
weeks, Britain would starve

~ in a few months, these officials
say,” if her line of supplies
from the Americas were cut.

Yet this privately circulated

Paul Mallon information has failed to inspire
any general, dire doubts as to Britain's ability to
live. Other officials, some even in the agriculture
department, point out that most of the expectations

are not necessarily dire. The line to the Americas’
is not likely to be cut. Britain needs only a few"

weeks’ reserves as long as she can count on con-
tinued imports. The 30 to 50 per cent undercon-
sumption may be attributed at least partially to
rationing.

No one will deny, however, that Britain's
food situation is worse than last year, worse than
1914-18, and Germany's better.

This administration never interferes in state
primaries, as the president says, and the Hatch
law is supposed to limit government employees
indulging in politics, but—

To high ranking officials, Assistant Agriculture
Secretary Grover Hill and Assistant Interior Sec-
retary Alvin Wirtz, have gone to Texas, apparently
on leaves of absence, but for the real purpose of
aiding Representative Lyndon Johnson’s campaign
for the senate. Active backstage here in behalf of
the 32-year-old new deal candidate. is Thomas
Cororan, now private nest-egger and former White
House ghost. Mr. Corcoran’s main worry, accord-
ing to Texas politicos, is money for the cause of
aiding the new deal by defending Johnson.

Embarrassing pressure is likely to be put upon
certain high Texas officials in the administration
to join suit before the primary date June 28. Some
astute Texas political observers calculate Johnson
today seems likely to run fourth if Governor

good crowds, and Attorney General Mann's cam-
paign is coming ahead fast

Executive house hearings on the war depart-
ment appropriation bill has caused some congress-
men to doubt whether their benevolence towards the
draftees is doing either the army or the drafiees the
intended good.

«  Able say
much in the house executive sessions about the
administration idea reducing the draft minimum

“Everybody Has 10 Make Sacrifices”~Preside

nt Roosevelt
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

The Finck Memorial §-8-41
deserves atiention in
the Western Hemisphere
music week deliberations:
T "%

(Continuing from yesterday:)
“The (Finck) family settled at
Aurora Mills, whene a colony sit-
uated at Bethel had removed,”
says the Biography. Aurora Mills
was the name first applied to
Aurora, Oregon, on account of
the saw and grist mills located
there. Aurora was named for a
daughter of Dr. Keil, one of his
nine children; meaning dawn of
day, the rising light of the morn-
ing

But the colony had not “re-
moved to Aurora from Bethel”
It still persisted at both Bethel
and Aurora, and at Nineveh,
Mo., until its date of final dis-
solution, by decree of Judge M.
P. Deady’s U. S. court, January

. 22, 1883, Dr. Keil having died

December 30, 1877, and the pe-
culiarly intricate estate having
been settled — that is property
(worth about $3,000,000) having
been reduced from common own-
ership and use to individual ten-
ure and employment. The pecu-

“liar settlement of that peculiar

estate broke new ‘ground in
American and world legal forms.
It deserves vastly more attention
than it hag yet received.
T %N

The $500 Henry T. Finck bor-
rowed in order to attend the first
Wagner Festival at Bayreuth
{Bavaria, Germany,) came from
a brother of his father, a busi-
ness man at St. Louis, Mo.
s The Dictionary says: “In Aug-
ust, 1881, Finck became musical
critic for the Nation.” Not for
the Nation. In that year he be-
came music critic for the New
York Evening Post, and he held
that position for 43 years, dur-
ing all of which period that was

the highbrow newspaper of the
nation's metropolis.
T %%

Henry T. Finck, though realiz-
ing that he was a man of great
talents and outstanding in his
chosen field, was anything but
vainglorius or anxious for the
praise of his contemporaries.

During the one and only visit

to New York City (an official

and compulsive one) of this
writer, beginning Sunday, Sept.
30, two days after the great re-
ception of Admiral Dewey and
our United States battleships,
which was on Friday, the 28th,
extending up the Hudson to
Grant’s tomb, he called at the
office of the New York Evening
Post, but found Mr. Finck ab-
sent, on a vacation trip. However,
some of his co-workers were
glad to talk of their beloved and
distinguished fellow Ilaborer,
They took pride in telling about
and showing a copy of a faked
special edition of the Post, pre-
tending to celebrate Mr. Finck's
birthday.
= % %

They knew Mr. Finck would
decry any attention to the pass-
ing of an annual milestone of his
life’'s journey.

So they surreptitiously arrang-
ed with the printers and press-
men of their newspaper, and
made up a faked special edition
of the paper of that day, with the
whole first page headlined and
filled with stories of his life and
of his exploits, true and false.

T %%

They placed copies of the fak-
ed edition on Finck's desk, and
in some manner lured him to
the making of a special visit to
the newspaper office, there to
find the loudly displayed and
screamingly scare-headed matter
taking up the front page.

The jokers attempted to prove

Civilian Camps for
Conscientious Objectors

By S. B. LAUGHLIN

In my first article of Decem-
ber 11, 1940 on the position of
the conscientious objector under
the Selective Service Training
and Service Act of 1940, I prom-
ised fo explain the setup for the
work of national importance un-
der civilian direction as provided
for by Article G, Sec. § of said
act. This setup has now been of-
ficially approved.

Under the provisions of this
act, President Roosevelt, on Feb-
ruary 7, 1941, authorized the
director of selective service to

atilize the services of private
‘organizations and individuals to

carry out the provision of the

Camp No. 5, Colorado Springs,
Mennonites.

Camp No. 8, Lagro, Indiana—

Camp No. ‘7, Magnolia, Ars
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that the faked edition was the
genuinely issued main one it
represented itself to be. (News-
papers like the Portland Oregon-
ian, and, of course, many metro-
politan ones, issue regularly five
or more editions daily—the first
one of the Oregonian, going to
eastern Oregon largely, used to
be called in printshop parlance
the “jackrabbit edition.”)
b T

Henry T. Finck was so ultra
modest that the presumptive
great celebration of his birthday
was really a good joke.

“Why, especially, would Au-
rora, Oregon, be an appropriate
place for a monument or me-
morial to Henry T. Finck?” ask-
ed this writer In one of the Jan-
uary, 1939, issues that has been
quoted in the present series.
MQuoﬂnl&omthelmm]im

T

“Well, he was brought to Au-
rora at eight years of age, and
had his ten years of training
there which qualified him to en-
ter Harvard, the first Oregon
student in the famous institu-
tion; and to be granted sopho-
more standing in Greek, Latin,
French and German — granted
upon rigid examination. That
thing never happened before at
Harvard. And never since. Quot-
ing from his last book, his auto-
biography, ‘My Adventures in
the Golden Age of Music,’ . . ..
Finck told many things compli-
mentary to Oregon Some ex-
cerpts follow:

“ ‘It has always been a mat-
fer of special satisfaction and
pride to me that my early life,
from my eighth year to my
eighteenth, was associated in-

ple market in the world, I com-
pared the Oregon fruit with the
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bring Polena’s keys fo the chests
in the attic.”

It was Polena who came with
the keys.

“You'll not need them, Miss
Sondra,” she explained. “I fin-

~—nice and clean.”
“Thank you, Polens. I know
you've done a perfect job, but
them to save you a trip up the
stairs. That will be-all now.”
The 1 Creole housekeeper
lingered, squat figure sway-
ing from one foot to the other,
*“I—I must tell you, Miss Son-
dra. This time, I did hear it.”
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Radio Programs

KSLM—THURSDAY—1390 Kec.
8:30—Sunrise Salute.
in Brief.

12:00—Market Reports,
12:05—Ivan Ditmars at the Organ.
12:15—Noontime News.

Serenade.
Bl S0 S" Opinios.
12:06—The S

Orchestra.

4:
4:30—Teatime Tunes.
4 45—Tommy (:ln’rtno!::n Orchestra.

'

5 :30—Dinner Eur Melodies.

§:00—Tonight's Headlines,

8:15—War Commentary.
“20—Freddy

Orchestra.

7:30—Talk of the Town.
2:00—The World Tonight.

10:00—Hits of the Day.
10:30—News.

10:45—Let's Dance,
11:15—Dream T.lms

EGW—NBC—THURSDAY—420 Kec.
6:00—Sunrise Serenade.

00—Stars of

of Cities.
MW?::MM
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11:15—Portland
11:30—War Hﬂ:- Bound‘ undup.

KOIN—CBSE—THURSD —
6:00—NW Farm A'_ i
6:15—KOIN Klock.

;:IS—NM

A5—Consumer News.
a:mm

: When A Girl Marries.

30—Romance of Helen Trent.
Gal Sunday.

11:30—Hello Again.
11:45—Woman of Courage.
g'ls—llyn'-.nd M
12:30—Bess Johnson.®
li:ﬂﬂ‘ihpmou:t-r.“n -
1::s—sm;:m' Sam.
}:u-suturso.!:;g"mm

’ es,
2:00—Young Dr, Malone.
2:15—Sunshine Almanac.
2:30—Joyce Jordan.
2:45—The World ‘I.'loday

The Second Mrs. Burton.

3:15—We the Ahbott:d ¥
H""L?’ the Air.
4:30— the World.
5:00—Major Bowe.
6:00—Glen Miller Orchestra.
6:15—Professor Quiz.
6:45—News.
6:50—Leon F, Drews.
7:00— N’ Andy.
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