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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”

. £ 2 - : From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

. THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.
- . CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, President =

Member of The Associated Press

The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all
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Babylon e

Call jt Iraq and you conjure up a strictly
modern picture of oil derricks in a setting of As-
jatic intrigue modified by the map-drawing
that was done after World War I It's an obscure
cotner of the world, but you mark it as a mili-
tary objective, because of the oil.

But these are times in which man is search-
ing the records of the past for lamps to light up
the future. So you look back a little way and

call it Mesopotamia, a word the Greeks had for

“between the rivers.” The rivers are the Tigris
and the Euphrates, which unite to form a
swampy delta emptying into the Persian Gulf,
silted now with the sands of time so that its an-
cient seaports are discovered far inland.

Mention “Bagdad” and you may draw upon
your recollection of school literature and recent
supplementary glimpses in the movies for a pic-
ture of what it was like in the middle ages un-
der Arab rule; a colorful, mystic land made fer-
tile by the ancient irrigation canals until Gen-
ghis Khan laid them waste in 12908 and the land
reverted to desert punctuated only by an occas-
ional oasis.

But if you turn the pages of history back
all the way you catch a vision of one of the most
ancient civilizations. Look on the map for Mosul.
About there stood Ninevah; the great city of
the region under Assyrian rule. But before that,
beside the Euphrates farther down in the delta
region stood the ancient city of Babylon. Hillah,
if you can find it on your map, is the approxi-
mate location. Babylon, capital of Babylonia,
home of the Sumerians some 3000 years ago—
they are credited with the invention of cune-
iform writing—and later of the Semites and
then the Hittites prior to the Assyrian invasion
when Babylon itself went into eclipse to be re-
stored by the Chaldeans about 600 BC. It was
the capital of Chaldea when Nebuchadnezzar
brought the Children of Isreal there in captiv-
ity.

Babylonia was taken over by the Persians
some 50 years later and, of course, by Alexan-
der the Great some 300 years BC and by the
Romans early in the Christian era. Much of hu-
man culture and science developed, and much
human blood was spilled from time to time,
Sumer, Babylonia, Assyria, Mesopotamia—all
more or less the same little spot on the map
called Aram in the bible and Al Jazirah by the
Arabs.

And now, because oil flows from the ground
and through pipelines to Suez and Alexandria,
blood is beginning to flow in Iraq, which is still

the same country under a new name. Not much

in the way of culture is likely to have its"be- °

ginnings there now. And yet, as the mechanized
armies mass there, one may be reminded by all
that has gone before, that empires and their em-
pérors do not endure forever. Sooner or later

they fall.

Moral Courage

There are few statesmen left in this world
who could have made the speech Mr. Chur-
chill made yesterday; there are few remain-
ing peoples whose leaders would still dare to
address them in such terms—New York Her-
ald Tribune.

That Churchill dared to tell his people the
whole unvarnished truth was to the Herald
Tribune editor’'s mind the remarkable, the note-
worthy point about the prime minister's report
upon what had happened in Greece.

Things are moving rapidly for the United
States, almost too rapidly for public awareness
to keep pace even if it were informed promptly
and in straightforward language. There is evi-
dence of some concern over failure of the ad-
ministration to take the public into its confi-
dence with frankness equal to that employed by
Churchill.

Qur navy is “patrolling” thousands of miles
from our shores. This is an accomplished fact:
but news of it came piecemeal in a series of
hints, not from the president originally but from
Mayor LaGuardia of New York, Secretaries

'_ Hull and Knox and Admiral Land.

There is concern too over the use of the
word “patrol” coupled with intimation that it
means some material aid to Britain on the high
seas, without admission that it amounts sub-
stantially to “convoy” or, if perchance it doesn’t,
a clear definition of just what it does mean.

When the “neutrality act” amended at
the opening of the war and again when the lend-
lease bill was enacted some weeks ago, there
was full and free debate in congress. Some peo-
ple grew weary of the debate, inasmuch as in
each case the outcome was apparent in advance,

- Yet the debate did help to clarify the situation,

did satisfly some reluctant citizens that the dem-
otratic processes had functioned and that the
decision was the nation's decision.

But when a resolution proposing to forbid

culture, diggity and reserve. There is another
legend that s

has neglected to change in equal degree. The
number of Bostonians who cling to the old tra-
ditions has dwindled, for early this
Transcript’s
000, had dropped to less than twice that of The
Statesman. And on Wednesday the wvenerable

newspaper was scheduled to give up the ghost.

“oomph” to get a following these days, in addi-
tion to or perhaps even regardless of quality.

Socialism

Down in Clatsop county they’'re arguing
about a PUD. The election is next Tuesday.

At a meeting sponsored. by the county
League of Women Voters-at which both sides
of the argument were presented, Attorney Al-
lan Smith of Portland who advocated retention
of private ownership, “stopped the show' by

calling everyone who favored public power “so-

cialists.” 4

- Subsequently he backed up and limited the
nomenclature to public power advocates con-
nected with the federal administration—includ«
ing Morton Tompkins and Dr. Carl Thompson,
who are on the job for the Bonneville adminig-
istration in the campaign.

It's strange. Nobody objected when Dick
Neuberger called the public power program
“gocialism” in a national magazine—possibly
because Neuberger favored it. And no matter
how we look at it, public power looks to us ex-
actly like socialism and nothing else. Maybe
someone can show us the difference.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distributed King Features Syndicate, Inc., Te-
mmm%ummmm;

WASHINGTON, May 2—You are not keeping
up with the latest military facts if you let yourself

become melancholy over Britain's prospective fate
in the Mediterranean. A com-

plete revision of popular theo-
ries on the war is necessary as
a result of recent breaks.

The Mediterranean has been
for centuries a vital lifeline of
the British empire. Popular
péssimism is ‘evident because
they are about to lose it. Cen-
sorship has foolishly concealed
the truth that they lost it
weeks ago. Even the Suez has
been of little use to the empire
for ‘months because of mines
laid from planes. No convoying
of British commercial shipping
has been attempted through the Mediterranean
since the axis established bombing bases in Sicily.
Conquest of Greece will merely give the nazis more
bombing bases. The only thing mow wvital to the
British jn that area is the large British naval base
at Alexandria.

A substitute lifeline for Britain across the
North Atlantic to the United States was established
before the Mediterranean fell. British tin, rubber,
and oil shipments from the far east have been go-
ing recently through the Panama canal for tran-
gshipmeni at New York across the new lifeline. The
Germans will have to cut this one if they want a
victory.:

Paul Mallon

———

Gibraltar has been regarded as the rock upon
which the British empire is built. Developments in
the eastern Mediterranean have made it just an-
other rock. "

circulation, in a city of some 770,

. War as it was fought

- called *“the
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Bailing out—as the Ship of State Flies on

Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

. B5-3-41
between Union and Rebal
fighters compared with the

" Hitler blitzkriegs of 194 1:
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to all lovers of our Union and to

tourists the most interesting
place in America.”™

Story of Gettysburg in Pictures™
and of “The Blue and Gray,” the
latter a history of the great bat-
tle that was the turning point of
the Civil war.

= %%

That battlefield has become a
national park, managed and sup-
ported by the United States gov-
ernment, with many millions al-
ready invested by many states
and organizations, in . “many
miles of avenues and driveways;
imperishable monuments and
tablets in granite and bronze,
more than 500 in number, and
more than 1000 markers . . . to
mark the spots where brave men
died and the tions of vari-
ous units and armies.”’

There is not, there cannot be,

UL

heroic acts and the feelings of
civilized men engaged in the
Civil war, it is worth while to
copy an article from the “Blue
and Gray” history mentioned
above. The article was written

Today’s Garden

By LILLI® L. MADSEN

D.M.—Asks what the name of
the plant is which“blooms in
rockeries in early spring and is
sometimes used in borders. Has

§
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of the events, and afterward
copied by McClure's Magazine. It
reads: ]

“Though never a war was
fought with more eamnestness
than our own Civil war between
the North and South, never a
war was marked by more deeds
of noble kindness between men,
officers and privates, of the con-
tending sides. Serving at the
front during the entire war as a
captain of engineers in the Con-
federate army, many such deeds
came under by own personal at-
tention, and many have been re-
lated to me by eye-wilnesses.
Here is one especially worthy of

"R %

“The advance of General
Early's line of battle commenced
early on the afternoon of July
1st. The brigade commanded by
Major General J. B. Gordon of
Georgia was among those to at-
tack the Union right. The daring
commander of that corps occu-
pied a position so far advanced
beyond the main line of the
Federal army that, while it in-
vited attack, it placed him be-
yond the reach of ready support
when the crisis of battle came
to him in the rush of charging
lines more extended than his
own. The Confederate advance
was steady, and it was bravely
met by the Union troops, who
for the first time found them-

_ record:

. selves engaged in a battle on the

soil of the North, which until
then had been virgin to the war.
It was a ‘far cry’ from Richmond
to Gettysburg, yet Lee was in
their front, and they seemed re-
solved to welcome their South-
ern visitors “with bloody hands to
hospitable graves.' But the Fed-
eral flank rested in the air, and,
being turned, the line was badly
broken and, despite a bravely
resolute defense against the well-
ordered attack of the Confederate
veterans was forced to fall back.

“General Gordon's brigade was
in motion at a double-quick to
seize and hold the vantage
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tle, please let her know I died
doing my duty.’
= %%

“General Gordon replied:
‘Your message, if I live, shall
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Jacqueline’s boy?
What luck! We were in school
here together, until Miss Jack
sent him out to the States. But
how come, Sondra? Aren't your
respective families sort of Mon-
tague-and-Capuletish?™ Liane
rested her folded arms on the
piano with the air of one set
for a long chat

Sondra answered shortly. “He
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two islands.
The channel was empty. No-
thing moved there.
(To be continued)

Radio Programs

KESLM—SATURDAY—13M Kc.
§:30—Sunrise Salute,
7:30—News.
7:45—Ray Herbeck's Orchestra.
8.30—News.

9:1

9:45—Four Notes,

10:00—The World This Morning.
10:15—Town House Orchestra.

gs—wnumm’ Valley Opinions.
l}:ﬂ—-‘l‘h Song Shop.
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KOIN—~CBS—SATURDAY—970 Kc.
a.m—uw Farm Reporter,

T:15—News.
7:45—Consumer News.
B:00—Country J
8:30—Highways to Health.
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