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Glacial Erratics 3

Not so very long ago—as time is measured
by was a period of greater or
lesser duration when Salem was more than 200
feet under water, Floating about on the sur-
face, on one or more occasions, were numerous
large icebergs. It was a beautiful, impressive
sight, but if any man saw it he probably didn't
appreciate it, for he belonged to the latter period
of the Old Stone Age and his aesthetic sense was
not highly developed.

But the Willamette valley even then had a
comparatively mild climate, . As the icebergs
! melted, from some of them dropped large and
small boulders of granite, quartzite, gniess, slate
and basalt, rocks foreign to this region. They
had been picked up hundreds of miles to the
north as the ice, then In glacier.form, crept
down from the north.

For that was in the Plelstocene age when
on four different occasions glaciers covered
all of Canada and the northern portion of terri-
tory which our nation, in the last few moments
of geological time, has claimed. How far south
the ice blanket extended is indicated by the
names of the four glaclal periods; Nebraskan,
Kansan, Illinolan and Wisconsin. Here in the
Pacific Northwest ice covered part of eastern
Washington but there were no glaciers in
Oregon except in mountain valleys.

Meltwater from these Oregon glaciers car-
ried rock, gravel and sand down into the Wil-
lamette valley to form fills through which the
streams had to cut their way in the inter-glacial
periods, Remaining portions of these fills con-
stitute a part of the natural scil variety of
the valley.

Dotted throughout the valley however in
249 definite locations there are, sometimes singly
but more commonly in groups, “erratic” stones
which could not have come from the Cascades.
The icebergs rafted them in.

We cannot here enter into a disfussion of
the evidence upon which any portion of the
story is based. Dr. Ira S. Allison of Oregon
State college, now making special anthropologi-
cal studies under auspices of the Rockeifeller
Foundation, who made the first detailed study
of glacial erractis in the Willamette valley, says
they evidently came from the upper Columbia—
possibly from the general vicinity of Grand
Coulee. The largest of the rocks, near Gaston,
is Tx5%x4 plul feet—no one has dug down to
its base. Quite a rock; and quite an iceberg
it took to bring it here. ' »

But upon what waters did the icebergs
come to the Willamette valley? Down the Co-
lumbia . . . but how did they get up the Wil«

lamette? Geologists-disagree. Some insist that, i _

there existed a “Willamette Sound” comparable
to Puget Sound. Others contend there was
merely a temporary flood, or a series of floods,
known in either case as the “Spokane flood,”
originating in the Spokane glacial field and
thrust back into the Willamette valley by ice«
jams in the lower Columbia. In any event
water filled the valley to aproximately 400
feet above sea level, as the distribution of
glacial erratics proves. :

Residents of Ankeny Bottom are reported
as disappointed to find that their “mystery
rock"” is of glacial origin rather than a meteorite.
I they will but study, more intensively than we
have been able to present it, the history of this
peculiar granite stone and how it came to their
familiar acres they will find it, we conceive,
more intriguing than their tentative theory that
¥t dropped from the skies.

By a coincidence, the Salem chapter of the
Geological Society of the Oregon Country had
previously arranged for Dr. Allison to speak
here in Waller hall on the night of Thursday,
May 15—on this very subject of glacial erratics.

Civil Aviation

For better or worse, not all American aero-
nautical ingenuity is going into' the production
of military planes. That is clear with the report
that one of the great aircraft manufacturing
,plants, the name of which is not disclosed, is at
. work on a $7,800,000 order for nine sub-strato-
' sphere airships for Pan-American airways.
The planes are for use on the New York-
Europe flight, that is, if it is still being made
commercially by late next summer when the
planes are supposed to be delivered. They will
replace the Clippers, which now spend nearly
two days to make a complete crossing between
LaGuardia field and Lisbon, Portugal.
The ships are designed to make the decade-
old dream of a breakfast-to-dinner. flight be-
tween the old world and the new a reality. With

planes are supposed to place London or Lisbon
- within 10 hours of Manhattan; with the result
to Europe for a two-hour con-
made in a single day's time.
about Ariel and his forty minutes!
ve

Talk

-supplied by four 2500 horsepower engines, each
larger than the largest military

- or commercial engine now in use, none of which

2000 horsepower, The craft’s bulk will
han anything now built or building

" the United States or

\ Any
will run and in the direction

style “garbage dump” which the present ine

cinerator |
Their objections are not well taken how=
ever in view of the city government's actual
, The plan contemplates the estab-
t of a “sanitary fill"” in which the refuse

will be covered with earth long before there is

any possibility of its becoming obnoxlous.

It will be recognized that the city of Port-
land utilized this system to dispose of garbage
and at the same time fill in canyons—not in
remote districts but in well-settled portions of
the city itself. Some of its fills were unsatisfac<
tory because sawdust was used as a cover ine
stead of earth; but Portland’'s experience
illustrates the practicality of the solution. Sa-
lem city officials have investigated fills in other
cities which have proved wholly satisfactory,
and have observed the methods followed.

Neither is objection to the route which will
be used in hauling refuse to the disposal site
well taken, It will be the responsibility of the
city to see that vehicles making such deliveries
are so- equipped that they will not lose, pore
tions of their load on the way. | '

The incinerator has been a rather costly
and unsatisfactory experiment, not through any
fault of the method adopted but because the
program was faulty in detail. The incinerator
itself has not been equal to the job, and its lo=
cation upon flat ground was unfortunate. The
city is now In position te profit by its experience
and to adopt a solution of the garbage problem
which will be satisfactory.

— - —

A tax token revolution went into effect in
Washington state on May 1. The new tokens are
green, of plastic material, and purchasers of
goods must hand over 3 cents’ worth on a dol-
lar transaction.\ The change from aluminum
was made because of that commodity’s import-
ance in national defense. Presumably the old

¢ tokens that can be rounded up will be made into

warplanes. But citizens who have them in pos-
session won't turn them in. They make excel-
lent washers,

If the Greek war hatl lasted a little longer,
newspaper readers would have been able to com-
plete a comprehensive review of ancient history.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

Features Syndicate, Inec., re-

%\ficu mm'wmmmuymm) :
WASHINGTON, May 1—Stalin's mystifying
ban on arms shipments across his country has
been variously interpreted as a slap or a kiss for
Hitler. It was recognized here as neither, but
rather as another clumsy red
imitation of clever nazi double-
dealing in diplomacy.

The truth will be out when
Stalin shortly signs a commier-
cial treaty with his intimate
enemy, Japan. The treaty will
include an “equitable” alloca-
tion of freight car space be-
tween Japan and Russia on the
crowded Trans-Siberian rail-
way. The Japs asre shipping
cotton, rubber, minerals, soy
beans, vegetable oils and food
products (no “war materials”)
across Siberia to Germany, and
the Russian treaty will give themn more space.

United States will not like this. Yet the only
places where Russia can get vitally needed metals,
machinery, and small amounts of machine tocls are
, and Germany can't
afford to send much. Russia already is afraid her
sellout to Japan in the non-aggression pact will
cause the American government to cut her thin
trans-Pacific lines of supplies from us.

So the lumbering bear of the Kremlin, trying
to imitate the tiger of Wilhelmstrasse, supplied an
idle friendly gesture toward a hand that is feeding
it before again biting it.

Thehaﬁmhnvemhamtuleﬂectonﬁcq
many for many other reasons. En is the ex-

to Perszia, but this would not work against Hitler,
time

fan depend on that, no matter how many stupid
diplomatic gestures are contrived by the Kremlin
to create a different impression.

— —
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through the British sea lines to Africa, and are load-
ing up for a big direct blow at the Suez. A counter
on the job there has led suthorities here o believe
the Germans are massing 25 divisions (200,000

and between 2000
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No one knows how Hitler
got them, .
mnhmny- speculation as to

A exgeption of the incredibly huge Doug- _
-las B-19 which first saw the light of day
In nia onlysa week or two ago. It will
- dwarl the present Clipper planes, and also the
5 } Boeing mainliners now on daily commer-
?'w $ within the United States, with a gross 1,000 miles. Actual distance has probably become
'{‘“WWMM& by 10,- incidental. The president announced the patrol
‘ﬁ‘. 1_‘_ _“’_ _.:.‘_- g S5 “if necessary to
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“Gordian Knots!”~Can ° Uncle
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J, HENDRICKS

“What Is going on 5-2-41
in the world?” or, .
rather, what in Salem
around forty years ago?

= %%

(Concluding from yesterday:)
“The Salem Water Co., (then
owned by the Wallaces), had its
offices in the city hall. Kansas
was suffering a drought. - The
‘Old White Corner’ was one of
the leading general merchandise
stores—then owned by @ Jos.
Meyers & Sons, (That store was
established in 1879, by the Brey-
mans.)

“As before sald, no automo-
biles were in Salem in 1901,

%%

“The first automobile to be
owned in Salem was the proper-
ty of Otto J. Wilson, and he
bought and brought it here in
April, 1902. It was an Oldsmo-
b{h- 1 L ]

“The next automobile to be
owned in Salem was & Rambler,
manufactured by the people who
made the then popular Ramblér
bicycle. That second automobile
was bought and owned by
George Graves. Mr. Graves, the
well known ocmmercial traveler,
who has been in that line more

brought to Salem his Oldsmobile.
b S T

“The third automobile in Sa-
‘lem was perhaps one brought by

Fred Wiggins, who became
an automobile dealer, and lives

now in Seattle, with effices in

Today’s G£rden
MADSEN

" By LILLIE L.

1. A. describes a rhododendron
and wants to know its name,

Chicago and New York, among
his lines being nursery stock, in
which he has long been promi-
neént.

e T

“Then came, among the next
owners of automobiles in Salem,
in the few first years of this cen-
tury, John and Joe Graber, and
Dr. W.. B. Morse, and Joseph
Albert, and his father, J, H, Al-
bert. (J. H. Albert, being a
banker, bought his first auto-
mobile secretly, because he
thought a banker owning such a
contraption might be considered
unsafe to be in the banking line.
The . banker, ' J. H. Albert, had
the car in the name of his son-
in-law, Fred Wiggins, who was
then a Salem dealer in automo-
biles.)

“Some prominent people in
Balem, in those early days of
automobile history, had ‘“White
steamers’ and cars run with
electric batteries, They imagined
them safer than machines run
with gasoline.

“Salem has grown in many -

ways in the 40 years of the life
of her woman's club; in popula-
tion, among other ways.

“The census for 1900 showed
4258 population. For 1940 it tal-
lied 30,908,

e

“The intervening years gave
these totals: For 1910, 14,004; for
1920, 17,679; for 1830, 26,266.”

This writer would like to say,

figures for Salem, above, that

they are for the territory inside
the city limits only.
%N

Counting the population of her
suburbg, Salem is a city now of
at least 40,000, instead of the 30,-
908 given for the census returns
of 1944.

And, counting West Salemi and
her rapidly growing suburban
sections, the 50,000 mark is not
very far off, in actuality, and
surely in time; if not already
firmly made.

Y%

No four-cormer section out of

-Salem, in the range of hér su-

burbs, has failed, in the past few
years, to grow fast and continu-
ously, and the trend s for a
steady progress.

Note the Chemawa four cor-

%%

In the Kaiser Bottom section,
or any other suburban district

around the capital city, the story
is the same, and the trend inten-

sifying and its territory spread-

ing.

The next 40 years will see a
vastly greater Salem. That space
of its future will likely show the
capital of Oregon a city of 100~

In case of the full
t of the flax and lin-
en industries, a city with 400,000

i

_people, the size of Belfast, c_hier-

Corinth Canal Taken by Germans
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mad for a moment. I'm afraid I
wasn't very diplomatic. But
there are some important
points about this sifuation that
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be askin’ what holiday I mean!

- Man dear, don't ye know ‘tis

the name day of the great Alex

Baranov, first governor of
colonies in
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He eased the instrument back
into its eradle and sat, grimly
complacent a moment before he
noticed Sondra’s presence. “Ah,

ly." She felt faint surprise at
the genial heartiness of his tone,
“Now, I'll be havin’ another wee
nip of the rum, darlin’, Never
mind the water this time.” )

hgrhﬂ But mﬂ”wmdm' more at ¥ ('r? bewcontinuEd) . ~_
sudden of spirits when ¥ Willough
the door suddenly swung back Distributed e L e Byndy-
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7:45—The i IR
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