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Thermopylae Battle AddsLustre

| of Human Bravery,

Noted War Analyst Asserts

Again, as in Dim Past,

Famed Pass

Scene of Defeat but Also of Iron

Courage; Athens’ Fall

Awaited

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
Special Te The Statesman

Another Thermopylae has been fought and lost in Greece.

A new and heroic defense of the
or freshens the lustre of that
bravery.

“hot gates” by Anglo-Greek val-

imperishable symbol of human

Yet now, as in the dim past, Thermopylae is also a symbol

of tragic defeat as well as of iron
courage. Its fall before onrushing
German hosts must inevitably
lead quickly to a grim end for|
Greece. Surrender of Athens, to|
save its people and its monu- |

ments, seems impending.

It is expected in Berlin al-
most momentiarily. Just where
the British and such Greek
comrades as have nof beem cut
off from them are attempting
to stand anew, south of Ther-
mopylae, is not indicated., How
many thousands of English,
Scoteh, Ausiralian, New Zea-
land and Greek troops are in
the closing nazi trap cam eonly
be vaguely conjectured.

There is no doubt however, that
with the fall of Thermopylae
pass, Athens itself may even now |
be within range of nazi big guns
as well as bombers. Berlin offers |
to spare the ancient city, as Paris
was spared, if the Greeks and
their allies yield it up undefended.

The parallel with what hap-
pened in France as the nazi war
machine closed in on Paris ended |
there, however. In France a wide
sweep of terrain remained beyond
Paris to which French armies
could withdraw and still fight on.

There is mo such escape for
the British and Greek fighlers
except by sea or acress Lhe
slender Isthmus of Corinth in
the Peloponessus, at which
German bombers are hammer-
ing remorselessly,

Sooner or later, and it may be
right now the decision is in the
making in Athens and in London
and Cairo, the allies must face the
possibility of surrendering the
valiant troops still covering Ath-
ens. Some of them cannot possibly
make good their retreat by land
or sea. el

It would be a fairly short sea
jump from the southern coast of
the Pelopenessus to the Island of
Crete, where Greece has reestab-
lished her government about the
Grecian king. And it is indicated
that come what may in Greece
proper, the British hope to hold
Crete as an air and submarine
base to help safeguard the eastern
Mediterranean.

The Crete base offers better op-
portunity for dispersal of fuel or
other stores and of planes which
alight there from across the Med-
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GMC Strike
Is Expected

US Mediation Board
Gets Another Task;
Coal Dispute on

(Continued From Page 1)

only woman cabinet member, gave
way to “a two-fisted man who

| will have the intestinal fortitude

to say to both labor and capital
that strikes in preparedness indus-
tries can not be tolerated.” ’

She has become, he declared,
“one of the most serious boftle-
necks” In the defense program
because of “inability to meet her
responsibilily in the set‘lement
of sirikes.”

SEATTLE, April 25+{#)-De-
claring he believed enemy agents
were plotting to shut down the
Beeing Aircraft plant “by force
and violence,” Chief of Police Wil-
liam H. Sears ordered immediate
arrest Friday of persons suspected
of subversive activity.

In a special bulletin, the chief
directed his officers to be on the
alert against persons with subver-
sive intent he said were pouring
into Seattle daily.

Officials of the Boeing company
said earlier this week that elec-
trical wiring in an army bomber
returned there for new installa-
tions had been mysteriously cut
while the ship was in the piant.

NEW YORK, April 25(#)-The
Textile Workers union of America
(CI1O) proposed Friday that Amer-
fcan and English labor leaders
meet on English soil and devise
plans by which labor may aid in
resisting Britain's enemies.

SPOKANE, April 25-(/—Fred
Siefken of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,
secretary-treasurer of the “pro-
visional committee No. 1,” Inter-
national Woodworkers of Ameri-
ca (ClO) predicted Friday the
Inland Empire lumber industry
would be “100 per cent organized

iterranean. It also will remain a
threat to German supply lines in
Greece and the southern Balkans |
while in British hands. |

In One Far..

—Paul Hauser’s Column

(Continued From Page 1)

out, neatly and completely, one of
her teeth.

UNIDENTIFIED — The meticu-
lous Capital Journal writes:
first aid car also was called to
Electric and Church at the noon
hour. Two cars, driven by UN-
IDENTIFIED persons, collided,
one of the wvehicles being over-
turned. The cars were driven by
Clyde J. Boyce, 2195 South Sum-
mer, and Williasm W. Wharton,
Turner, route 1.”"—You needn't
feel bad about it boys. We didn't
want their fingerprints anyway.

FOR THE LOVE O LIL—Lil
the statehouse coffee queen, is
preparing a petition, which all the
statehouse gals are signing with
appropriate comment, to prove to
Lieut. Sigfrid Unander, late of the
governor's office, that his coun-
trymen's needs may be great, but
the need of his countrywomen is
greater.

. PET DEPARTMENT (Treasury
Watchdogs division)—We are ad-
vised by the Associated Press that
the New York City board of esti-
mate bethought itself of economy
and- cut down Mayor LaGuardia's
budget to $573,740,594.13—a slash

“The |

by the Fourth of July.”

SAN FRANCISCO, April 25
~(#)~Verbal fights beiween at-
forneys became so frequent in
Harry Bridges’ deportation
hearing Friday that trial ex-
aminer Charles B. Sears de-
manded an apology of a de-
fense counsel.

As nerves of those sitting
through the third week of the
hearing became more frayed,
government atiorneys charged
the defense was irying fo Intim-
idaie a wiiness by the method
ef cross-examination, and the
same witness shouted a denial
at Bridges that he wasn't a
scab,

PORTLAND, Ore., April 25-(&)
—Columbia Basin lumber opera-
|tors cut in half Friday a CIO
| International Woodworkers of
America demand for a 15-cent-an
-hour wage increase. .

The operalors made an offer of
7% cent an hour increase,
rejected union demands for two
weeks’ vacation with pay and two
weeks' sick leave.

Union officials, armed with
authority to call a strike among
the 5000 CIO lumberjacks of the
district, asked until next Tues-
day to study the proposal.

Science Parley Set
McMINNVILLE, April 25(P)-
Representatives from seven col-
leges will meet here Saturday for
the Oregon student science con-
|‘1erence. Fourteen scientific pa-

of $529.

pers will be presented.
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EXPORT LAGER BEER

and |

New Senator

Andrew Jackson Houston

Andrew Jackson Houston, only
Uving son of General Sam Hous-
ton, president of early Texas and
leader of the army that 105 years
8g0 defeated the Mexican general,
Santa Ana, at San Jacinto bat-
tlefleld, has been named to the U.
8. senate by Gov. W. L. O'Daniel
of Texas. Houston will ill the
vacancy created by the death of
Morris Sheppard of Texas.

Willkie Wants
Sinkings Told

Pleads for Youth to
Stand Firm; Favors
Supplies Protection

(Continued From Page 1)

United States stands unified—
and America must stand wuni-
fled—ecan we save this blessed
freedom we have in this coun-
w-”

In an interview earlier Willkie
called upon the administration to
tell the mnation the facts about
the sinking of British war sup-
plies and to take steps to protect
them.

Asked what method of protect-
ing shipments he thought the best,
Willkie said, “I am in favor of the
method that our military and
naval experts say is the most ef-
fective.” .

“It is time for the administra-
tion to give us the facts, and then
lead, instead of follow, public
opinion,” the republican leader
declared.

Ruddy-faced and obviously at
the peak of his vigor, Willkie said
he did not want to make “cap-
tious criticisms.” He added:

“I am walting, as I know all
the American people are, to be
told the degree of destruction
of supplies and a plan of pre-
tection.”

Questioned about reports he
will make a nation-wide tour to
answer speeches of Col. Charles
A. Lindbergh and Senator Burton
K. Wheeler, Willkie indicated he
might make such a tour.

Of Lindbergh he said, I
wholly disagree with what he
says, but he has made and is
making the most persuasive
argument of any of the iseola-
tionisis, Xt is effective because
he has stuck to his argument
and is not dealing in persomali-
ties.”

ATLANTA, Ga., April 25-(P)—
Although *“Hitler has given his
people a long run of victories,”
Lord Halifax, the British am-
bassador, said Friday night,
| “without that final victory against
the British commonwealth, all
else will avail him nothing.”

He added that Hitler therefore
was straining every nerve “to cut
the jugular wvein of British re-
sistance which is represented by
merchant shipping; he will stop at
nothing to achieve his purpose,
| and there is no doubt that this is
at the present moment one of the
principal, if not the greatest
danger point.”

“But there is no reason to think
that, if you can help us quickly
enough, we shall not be able to
checkmate his efforts,” Lord Hali-
fax said.

SAN FRANCISCO, April 25-

(#)-The thirteen colonies were
not prepared but they went
abead to win a war.
. That, Mrs. Franklin D. Roose-
velt said Friday, should be
borne in mind by these whe
consider Britain's fight a lest
cause.

Obituary

McKay

Mrs, Sarah McKay at the resi-
dence, 585 South 12th, Friday,
April 25, at the age of 92 years.
Survived by two daughters, Mrs.
Jessie Williams, Salem, and Mrs,
Myrtle Woollen of Milwaukie;
one sister, Mrs. Susan Graham of
Salem. Services will be held from
the Clough-Barrick chapel Mon-
day, April 28, at 3:30 pm. Inter-

Conscientious Objectors Will
Be Received in Oregon Camp

WASHINGTON, DC, April

en camps for conscientious objectors to military service was an-
nounced Friday by the nitional service board for religious ob-

jectors.

The objectors will “contribute their services to the nagion

Nazis Nearing
Greek Capital

British Withdraw but

Keep Fighting ; Heavy
Casualties Admitted

(Continued From Page 1)

commeniator has conitended meo
British soldiers have left Greece
despite German and Ialian
claims that fully-ladem British
troopships already have been
sunk off the embatfled ceastiine
to the south.

In a special communique the
German high command said Ger-
man bombers had destroyed 13
merchant ships totaling about 50,-
000 tons and seriously damaged
17 others Thursday in Greek wa-
ters.

London spokesmen already were
referring to the Greek disaster as
an outpost struggle preliminary to
the far greater impending battle
in Egypt and the near-east for
control of the Mediterranean.

The Greeks announced that
German troops occupied the Greek
island of Lemnos Thursday after
a four-hour fight in which the lo-
cal -garrison was overpowered.
This island is only about 50 miles
from the entrance to a Turkish-
controlled Dardanelles, the west-
ern gateway to the Black sea.

Several nazi ships possibly car-
rying troops were said to have
passed through the straits from
the Black sea recently without
stopping or flying the required
transit flag. Once out of Turkish
waters it was reported they re-
moved the German ensign and
continued their journey in dis-

In the face of Iincreasing
threais te Gibraltar at the westi-
ern end of the Mediterranean
the British government assigned
direction of the famous foriress
to Viseount Gort, former com-
mander-in-chief of the British
expeditionary forces knocked
out of Fianders a year ago.

In Africa, bitter fighting con-
tinued with the British announc-
ing repulse of another axis attack
on Tobruk. The besieged garrison
there took 127 German and Ital-
ian prisoners.

Four axis planes were shot
down over Tobruk fort which the
British captured from the Italians
early this year.

Resistance at Tobruk undoubt-
edly worried the axis because it
represented a threat to army lines
which extend on east to the region
of Salum, Egypt, just across the
Libyan frontier.

War News Brieis

(Continued From Page 1)

it was said, but 2 number of
civillans were Injured.

LONDON, April 26— (Satur-
(#)—British bembers
again attacked Kiel and other
naval bases in nerthwest Ger-
many during the night, the
ministry eof Information an-
nounced teday.

NEW YORK, April 25-(P)—
Admiral Alberto Lails, Xialian
naval atiache whose recall from
Washington was demanded by
President Roosevelt, salled Fri-
day night aboard the Spanish
liner Marques de Comillas for
Bilbas, Spain, en routie io

ment in City View cemetery.
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25.—(A)—Establishment of sev-

in ways that their consciences
will permit” for a period eguiva-
lent to that required of men in
the land and naval forces, the
board said.

About 2,000 men have been cer-
tified as being sincere in their op-
position to military service and
will be directed to report to these
camps for civilian duties, Paul C.
French, executive secretary of the
board said.

Additional camps are being sei
up at several points, including

Price Creek, Ore, and Humptu-
lips, Wash.

FDR Raps Nazi
Fear as Dumb

Hits Col. Lindbergh,
Appeasers and Some

Editorial Writers

(Continued From Page 1)

nored, he added, were the Val-
landighams,. The name appar-
enily meant Hitle to the ecor-
respondentis, and the president
explained thai the Vallandig-
hams were people who, from
1863 on, urged immediste peace,
arguing that the north could not
win the war between the states.

(Clement L. Vallandigham was
a member of the house from Ohio.
In 1863 he was arrested by mili-
tary authorities for alleged “itrea-
sonable utterances” and banished
to the Confederate states. He was
known as a leader of the “Cop-
perheads.”)

The president said, too, that
there were many appeasers at
Valley Forge trying 1o persuade
George Washington to quit and
arguing that the British could not
be defeated. He urged that the
newsmen read what Thomas
Paine wrote at that time on the
subject of quitting.

“Are you still talking about
Colonel Lindbergh?” a reporter
asked

A simple and emphatic affirma-
tive was the answer.

As for amplifying his warn-
ing of earlier in the week om
Publie consciomsness of the
gravity of the situation, the
presideni{ said he was reluctant
to do so, without first giving
thought to what he would say.

However, he remarked that
there were people who had adopt-
~ed a curious attitude, and held
the idea — which they had not
thought through—that there was
& new order and a new form of
government in the world tq which
democracy must yield.

Out of the one corner of their
mouths they say they do not like
dictatorships, the president con-
tinued, and out of the other they
say that the dictatorships are go-
ing to defeat democracy and that
they might as well be accepted.
The chief executive added that
he did not think that was good
Americanism, and that such an
altitude was dumb.

He had read an editorial, too,
he sald, in which i was stated
that there had always been eon-
querors. If mentioned Alexan-
der the Great, Caesar, Nape-
Jeon, Oliver Cromwell and
mGeorge v.vmunmn, he contin-

Then he depored any editorial
which lumps Washington and
Cromwell with Napoleon and
Caesar and said he was sorry that
people who make such a mistake
were such high places that they
could write or talk about it.

It's just dumb, he added.

The attitude that the dictators
are going to win anyway, is dumb,
too, he continued. He said he was
against dictators, that everybody
'was, and that America was will-
ing to fight for democratic proc-*
esses, and would not lie down be-
fore the axis powers.

Births

Home Again

Children Sing

i)ver Thousand

. | Stevens, Stevens-Brown

* | guests of honor at a chamber of
hes- | cOmmerce meeting May 5, Smith

(At Sioux Falls, SD, Senator
Wheeler (D-Mont) said the presi-
dent’s remarks today were “just
another frial balloon™ to see “if
the American people will stand
for convoys.”)

Whether the extended US patrol
Lawwould relieve Britain and Canada
entirely of the task of convoying

Well over a thousand children,
with their parents, filled to over-
flowing the Salem high school
auditorium Friday afternoon, to
take part in the Marion County
rural schools music festival,
which preceeds National Music
week each year.

The international theme was

BERLIN, April 25-(F

used, with group singing, folk
dancing and solo numbers.

Mrs. Olive Potter, principal of

Haysville school, was responsible
for coordination of the 23 schools
participating. She was chairman
of the festival, arranged for
chorus groups and directed the
program from backstage.
Mrs. Agnes Booth, county
school superintendent stated that
the children representing 23 rur-
al schools of the district presented
the best festival yet attempted by
the school system.

Many of the school children
were in costume of various coun-
tries. An Irish jig, a South Am-
erican dance and an Italian dance
were given. On several occasions
as many as four schools were
presented at one time by large
choruses from the primary grades.
The upper grades did solo work
with individual pupils featured.

City to Build
Airport Span

The county court gave approval
Friday to a request from the city
of Salem for construction of a new
bridge across a ditch into which
drainage from the Salem airport
flows. The bridge is on South
25th street, but outside the city
limits.

City Engineer Harold Davis ex-
plained to the court that the ditch
must be deepened and widened to
provide better drainage to meet
CAA standards for the airport.
The old bridge, he said, would

not survive the deepening oper-
ations,

merchant ships on this side of the
Atlantic or. perhaps merely in-
crease their warships’ effective-
ness by warning of hostile war-
craft ahead, was a matter of con-
jecture.

cupation he mentioned but he did
not say what they were.

President Roosevelt made it

clear at the opening of his press
conference that he endorsed the
words of his cabinet officers who

spoke Thursday.

Judge Seeks Leave to

Take Army Commission
ROSEBURG, April 25-{#)-

Douglas County Judge Morris

Bowker Friday asked Governor
Sprague for a leave of absence
to serve in the army. He holds a
commission of major in the in-
fantry reserve and has been or-
dered to report May 1 at Fort

Lewis under assignment to Ninth
army corps headquarters.

He has been county judge since
1938.
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Essay Contest
To Be Judged

At an assembly to be held next
week at the Salem high school,
winners in the annual credit es-
say contest sponsored by the Sa-
lem Credit association will be an-
nounced, according to Francis W.

Smith, manager of the Credit by~
reau.

Judging will be done by Will-
jam C. Jones, Willamette univer-
sity; Gene Vandeneynde, Sears &
Roebuck; Mr. Davidson, Mont-
gomery Ward;
US National bank, and Sidney

Successful contestants for the
prlmd‘li,’lﬁlndﬂwﬂ]b.

said.
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